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80 Abanse! Pinay members 
still missing in Guinsaugon 
By Pennie Azarcon-dela Cruz 


IT WAS TO BE A WOMEN'S CELEBRATION, BUT 
the landslide turned it into a tragedy. 

‘And the women, most of them in their 20s, 
with two in their 60s, are among the 60 Abanse! 
Pinay members still missing after a rain-soaked 
mountain slope collapsed on the farming com- 


munity of Guinsaugon and encased tinmud. (аа 


‘email feedback @inguirer:com.ph 


BALANCE 


— 


5, FEARLESS 


VIEWS 


Feb. 17 was the fifth anniversary of the Guin- 
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President sees no need to cut short her term 


The way it was: 
Confetti to rain 
on Ayala Avenue 
By Tarra V. Quismundo 


THIS WAS THE WAY IT WAS, 
martial law babies, 

Confetti will again rain 
down on Ayala Avenue in 
Makati City on Friday after- 
noon, as the opposition bul- 
wark reprises vigorous an- 
ti-dictatorship protests in the 
financial district that became a 
prelude to Edsa L. 

In remembrance of the 
four-day civilian-backed upris- 
ing in February 1986, person- 

THE WAY/A9 


Stories scarred 


By Volt Contreras 


ST. BERNARD, SOUTHERN 
Leyte—As the digging for sur- 
vivors of Friday morning's таѕ- 
sive landslide went into its sixth 
day today the streets of St. 
Bernard remained abuzz with 
countless tales connected to the 
disaster 

‘The stories ranged from those 


cop who had been 


tire family. 
‘Then there was 


THE PEOPLE 
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of rescuers pulling out a man's 
corpse that was cut in half, to а 


he run amuck after losing his en- 


grandmother being rushed to the 
hospital after helicopters fright- 
ened her and made her blood 
pressure shoot up, and another 
story of a resident leaving town: 


** 


TIEA YELLOW RIBBON: Edsa в now ful of the signature color of the. 
Filipino on the days he decided to go out there and regain his freedom. 


survivors tell 


because her house stood next to 
the makeshift morgue and she 
disarmed lest could no longer stand the smell. 
In one evacuation center, a 
man presented himself yesterday 
to the INQUIRER with his own tale 
of survival—brimming with de- 
tails and apocalyptic horror. 
Felipe Nerio, 59, said he con- 
sidered himself lucky.for having 


the story of a 


Almonte tips off Cory camp on coup 


By Jose ‘Peping’ Cojuangco Jr. 
with Jose Victor Z. Torres 
(The following are excerpts from a book commis- 


sioned by Jose Cojuangco Jr. mostly based on inter- 
views with him.) 


TWAS A VISIT FROM COL. JOSE AL- 
IE at Jose "Peping" Cojuangco 
Jr's house that tipped off the busi- 
nessman that something was going to 
happen that third week of February 
1986. 
“Не told me not to let Cory leave Manila. "We're 
about to move'," Cojuangco narrates. 
‘What Almonte was asking was difficult to do. 
The opposition was in the middle of its civil disobe- 


THE PALACE 


dience campaign against Marcos. Their next stop 
was Cebu, then Davao. This had already been 
planned in advance and it might be impossible to 
back out. 

Cojuangco told Almonte that he would consult. 
his sister. 

It had been a week since President Ferdinand 
Marcos was proclaimed President by his rubber 
stamp Batasang Pambansa on Feb. 15 following 
the snap election that was marred by fraud and vi 
lence. 

Under pressure from Washington, Marcos 
agreed to call a presidential election to prove that 
he still had the "people's mandate." His opponent 
was Corazon Aquino, widow of his assassinated 
archrival, Benigno Aquino Jr. 

The day after the proclamation, Aquino called 

ALMONTE А26 
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No more sounds of life under 
mud up to 30 meters deep 
By Volt Contreras 


ST. BERNARD, SOUTHERN LEYTE—ON THE FIFTH 
day, the news from the field turned grim. 

Rescuers yesterday stopped picking up 
sounds or movement that could have indicated 
survivors in an area where they hoped to find а 
school buried in the landslide, three feld officials, 
including a forelgn expert, told the INouIRER. 


Hopes of a miracle had focused on the school. 
NO МОВЕ A22 


Fugitive Magdalo seized 
inside communist lair 


By Marlon Ramos 


Nikko Dizon 


PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 
and Luige del Puerto 
‘THE RICE AND TINAPA (SMOKED 


fish) were still hot. Another dish 
was still cooking. 


From all indications, 1st Lt. 


Lawrence San Juan, a fugitive 
Magdalo soldier, and communist 
rebel leaders were going to have a 


"breakfast meeting” at their Batan- 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


COUP ATTEMPTS AND 
"sham" people power 
will be a thing of the 
past should the country 
shift to the parliamen- 
tary system, according 
to President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo, and by her 
own reckoning she is 
the best person to lead 
the transition. 

Speaking yesterday before the 
Foreign Correspondents Associa- 
Чоп of the Philippines (Focap), 
the President also said she did not. 
believe that once the parliamen- 
tary system of government was 
adopted, she would have to cut 
short her term. 

She again raised the need to 
amend the 1987 Constitution, 
saying that doing so would "cre- 
ate greater political certainty" in 


Philippine 
Padilla. 


ed them. 


assault. 


detention in 


gal-Arroyo: 


Ms Arroyo expressed the belief 
that like the tough economic re- 
forms she had been carrying out, 
amending the Charter would "un- 
chain our society and allow it to 
grow and prosper" 

There will be no need for 


BAERE IWED IN COUP жд ГАШИШ 
Enrile, Ramos lead 
‘revolt? against FM 


FEB, 22, 1986, issue of the INQUIRER. 


Marcos would not leave; his family refused to leave him 


By Rita B. Gadi 
(Las of two parts) 


ALACANANG WAS AGONIZ- 

Мома: 
cos, seemed to be in control. 

‘On the grounds, there were tanks, soldiers and 


piled sandbags. And the entire First Family was 
huddled in the Palace rooms. 


Marcos was on the phone with Enrile, with 
Bosworth, with some generals and, finally, with US 
Sen. Paul Laxalt. 

1t was when it became apparent that Marcos 
would not leave Malacafiang, and his family 
‘would not leave him either, that the Palace was 
bombed by an unmarked helicopter on the morn- 
ing of Feb. 24. 

“There were no casualties, but there was heavy 
damage on the roof deck. 


RELI RAL AMOI TH 


A call from the US Embassy to the bureau editor 
of the Malacafiang Press Corps intimated that 
‘American Marines would launch an offensive on 
the Palace if Marcos were to attack the rebel camps 
at Edsa. The earlier movement of US warships into 
Subic Bay backed the threat. 

Tt was reported that the nuclear-powered alr- 
craft carrier USS Enterprise, the USS Arkansas, the 
USS D.R. Ray, the USS Bagley, the USS Reasoner, 

MARCOS/ AIT 


Another Magdalo leader, Ma- 
rine Capt. Nicanor Faeldon, was 
arrested in late January. 

Senior Supt. Francisco Don 
Montenegro, Batangas police di- 
rector, said San Juan was in a 
white Mitsubishi Adventure with 
lawyer Jose Chris Belmonte and a 
certain Albert Guyal when they 
were intercepted at about 5:45 
pm. ata checkpoint. 


gas hideout, according to the 
Air Force 
spokesperson, Lt. Col. Restituto 


(PAF) 


But before San Juan and his 
new comrades could partake of 
the meal and discuss whatever 
their agenda was, a platoon from 
the 740th Combat Group of the 
PAF Special Operations Wing as- 
saulted the rest house and arrest- 


Padilla's information came di- 
rectly from Air Force Col. Cris Tu- 
manda who led the early morning 


“He (Tumanda) said there was 
radish salad, various dips and 
other kinds of fish still being 
cooked,” Padilla told the INquinen 
ina phone interview. 

San Juan was one of four Mag- 
dalo leaders who escaped from 


For Bonifacio, 


Makati City, on Jan. 17 while оп 
trial for the Oakwood mutiny in 
2003 and who had since called for 
the ouster of President Macapa- 


TO CATCH A REBEL: Lt. 
Lawrence San Juanis arrested ~ 
near Padre Garcia town in 
Batangas. He was witha 
nephew of Quezon City Mayor 
Sonny Belmonte. But 2NPA 
leadersescaped. — senzavom 


Belmonte was behind the 
wheel. The vehicle was regis- 
tered to a Pedro Naval, according 

to Montenegro. 
He said police put up the check- 
FUGITIVE/AS 


LS REPE 


THE MILITARY 


А cool psywar expert 
rules the war room 


By Roilo Golez 


the main gate of Camp Aguinaldo 


Ij AN EASY DRIVE THROUGH 
on Feb. 22, 1986. There were no 


` people yet although there were many 


fully armed soldiers at the Defense 
Ministry building. 

1 was immediately besieged by media people. 
Since I was then Postmaster General, 1 was asked: 
“Are you here as the emissary of Malacaiang?" I 
didn’t respond, waved off the cameras and micro- 
phones and went to the office of Minister Juan 
Ponce Enrile. 

Inside were Commissioner Ramon Farolan, in 
fatigue battle gear, looking very aggrieved and re- 
tired Armed Forces Chief of Staff Romeo Espino. 
Their presence surprised me as both were {йеп 
fied with Marcos. 

1 got down to business immediately and asked 
Enrile: "Mr. Minister, are you serious about your 
declaration to break away from Marcos?" Enrile 
and I had shared many moments in previous days. 
I valued him asa mentor. He replied: “Yes, Roilo." 

1 looked at his eyes, saw the steely determina- 
tion and told him: “In that case, I am going to an- 
nounce my resignation as Postmaster General" I 
then went out and the media people again ganged 
up on me and 1 announced my resignation, giving 
them a copy of my resignation letter. 
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GMA: ГЇЇ work to scrap death penalty 


FOR THE FIRST TIME S 


INCE TAKING OFFICE IN 


2001, President Macapagal-Arroyo has categori- 
cally stated that she was for scrapping capital 
punishment and that she would see to the imme- 
diate passage of legislation to abolish the Death 


Penalty Law. 


"Tam all in favor of repealing the 
death penalty Пам] and when it 
comes to the committee level [in 
Congress], 1 will certify it said the 
President, who spoke at a forum of 
the Foreign Correspondents Associa- 
tion of the Philippines. 


Palace to opposition: Don’t use 


ву Gi Çabacungan Jr, Norman 
Bordadora and Michael Lim 
Ubac 


WHILE HOUSE SPEAKER JOSE 
de Venecia was urging legislators 
to donate part of their pork barrel 
for the relief and rehabilitation of 
landslide victims in Southern 
Leyte, Malacañang yesterday 


The President made it dear that 
she wanted the death penalty 
scrapped because of her Catholic be- 
lies and not because she wanted to 
get on the good side of the Catholic 
bishops, some of whom are support- 
ing demands for her to resign. 


slammed opposition legislators 
for wanting to do the same thing 
and accused them of politicking. 

Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor said opposition 
lawmakers like Rep. Francisco Es- 
cudero should dig deep into their 
pockets rather than their pork 
barrel in making donations to vic- 
tims of natural disasters. 


Ms Arroyo made the statement 
when she was asked about her of- 
ten changing position on capital 
punishment. 

She was asked to explain why 
she voted as a senator for lethal 
injection as a mode of executio 
or why when she was Vice Presi- 
dent she joined a street march for 
the execution of Leo Echegaray, 
the first convict to be executed 
under the revived Death Penalty 
‘Law; and why when she became 
President, she granted so many 
reprieves to death convicts. 

‘The 1987 Constitution abol- 


“Probably, they should donate 
their own money. They don't 
need to wait for the CDF (Coun- 
tryside Development Fund) to 
help the Leyte victims," said De- 
fensor, bristling at the opposi- 
tion’s complaints about the slow 
release of their pork barrel funds 
while administration allies had 
been given theirs. 


ished the death penalty. However, 
Congress revived the Death 
Penalty Law which took effect on 
Jan. 1, 1993. The law was later 
amended in March 1996, pre- 
scribing lethal injection as the 
method of execution. 

The President denied having 
voted for the Death Penalty Law 
but said she voted for lethal injec- 
tion because she thought it was “a 
more humane way of executing 
the death penalty.” 

She зай she joined the street 
march because it was а march for jus- 
tice. The President said she was not 


Defensor said he did not know 
why the opposition members had 
not yet received their pork barrel. 
He said charges that the budget 
office was withholding the funds 
because of the opposition’s at- 
tempt to impeach President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo last year showed 
that the opposition would stop at 
nothing to push their agenda. 


House Majority 
leader Prospero No- 
grales, who had do- 


invited to any march for Echegaray’s 
‘execution and neither did she say any- 
thing about his execution. 

Ms Arroyo also said that early in 
her presidency, she had said that 
she was in favor of executing some 
convicts "because at that time kid- 
napping incidents were rampant.” 

She said that there were times 
when you have to resort to ex- 
treme measures to drive a mes- 
sage home. 

"But really Divine Providence has 
been very good to me. By the time 
the death penalty was to be imposed 
on а kidnapper, kidnapping had 


people help? Yet they say they 
speak for the poor." 

All 25 party-list lawmakers re- 
ceive P40 million each per year in 
PDAE similar to the amount en- 
јоуей by the rest of the 236-mem- 
ber chamber. 

Nograles said Malacafiang and 
De Venecia were “moving heaven 
and earth to help,” while others 
were still busy politicking. 

‘On Friday night, De Venecia 
prodded legislators to raise a 
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nated P100,000 from 
his pork barrel, also 
known as Priority 
Development Assis- 
tance Fund, took a 
swipe at party-list 
groups for not doing 
the same thing 

"We have a tragedy 
in St. Bernard where 
‘many poor people are 
айепей. But what 
are they doing to help 
landslide 
Nograles 
adding, "Did these 


“rapid reaction fund" to aid the 
victims. He donated P250,000 
from his own pocket and Deputy 
Speaker Raul del Mar gave 
100,000, as they launched the 
fund following a call to Southern. 
Leyte Rep. Roger Mercado hours 
after the landslide struck. 

De Venecia urged both opposi- 
tion and administration congress- 
men to donate between Р50,000 
and P100,000 from their pork 
barrel to raise P23 million. 

"The tragedy demands that 
each of us must respond immedi- 
ately and come to the aid of our 


victims?” 
said, 


SWEET DEALS 
FROM 
SINGAPORE 
AIRLINES 


gone down to zero,” she said. 

То the question if she was seek- 
ing the repeal of the death penal- 
ty as a political accommodation 
to Catholic bishops, Ms Arroyo in- 
sisted she was “pro-life.” 

“It’s a question of my Catholic 
beliefs. 1 was born and baptized 
and raised a Catholic," she said. 

Deposed President Joseph 
Estrada, who approved the exe- 
cution of seven death convicts, 
declared a moratorium on execu- 
tions in 2000 in deference to the. 
Catholic Church's Jubilee Year. 

Christine О. Avendaño 


pork for Leyte victims 


stricken countrymen in Southern 
Leyte,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Negros Oriental 
Rep. Jacinto Paras criticized Sen- 
ate President Franklin Drilon for 
announcing he was donating P20 
million from his pork barrel al- 
though Drilon had announced 
Jong ago that he had given up his 
pork barrel altogether. 

“We all appreciate his generos- 
ity but I can't help but wonder 
‘where on earth will he get his P20 
million because to my under- 
standing, he is one of those who 
маз supposed to have given up 
their PDAF” Paras said. 

Wencelito Andanar, acting secre- 
tary of interior and local govem- 
ment, called on the country's local 
executives, from governors and 
mayors to barangay officials, to 
contribute to the Leyte relief effort. 

Andanar said he was asking the 
Union of Local Authorities of the 
Philippines to pass a resolution en- 
Joining its members to mobilize for 
the relief operations in St. Bemard. 

He thanked local government 

units that had sent 
funds and goods to the. 
area, d 
"It is heartwarm- 
ing to note that dur- 
ing calamities like 
the one that hap- 
pened in Southern 
Leyte, our LGUs are 
ready to extend their 
all-out support to 
ease the pain and 
suffering of the vic- 
tims,” Andanar said. 
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А RESHUFFLE IN THE 
House of Representa- 
tives yesterday saw 
Tarlac Rep. Benigno 
“Noynoy” Aquino Ш 
losing his pos as 
deputy speaker for Lu- 
топ. 

Aquino, who voted 
to impeach President 
Macapagal-Arroyo 
last year, was re- 
placed by Tlocos Sur 
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Rep. Eric Singson. 
Singson in turn was 
replaced by Pangasi- 
nan Rep. Generoso 
Tulagan as chair of 
the committee on 
public works. 

Bukidnon Вер. 
Nereus Acosta, who al- 
so voted to impeach 
Ms Arroyo, lost the 
chairmanship of the 
committee on ecology. 

He was replaced 
by Manila Rep. Miles 
Roces. 

Cebu Rep. Clavell 
Martinez, another pro- 
impeachment legisla- 
tor, lost her seat on the. 
Commission on Ap- 
pointments. She was 
replaced by Antipolo, 
Rep. Victor Sumulong. 

Albay Rep. Joey 


% 


Salceda, erstwhile 
chair of the commit- 
tee on economic af- 
fairs, was tapped to 
be the chair of the 
committee on appro- 
priations following 
the appointment of 
Camarines Sur Rep. 
Rolando Andaya Jt 
as budget secretary. 
‘Norman Bordadora 
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Filipinos hardly DAVIES brings COLOR to your LIFE... 
upbeat about '06 |. та 


Crestes variety. Exctes your senses. Tickles your imagination. 
Iis what dreams are made o. АЙ are uniquely different and possess endless possibilis 


THIRTY PERCENT OF FILIPINOS БУМ said it also asked respon- Coloris Me. 
believe their personal lives would dents to compare their quality of 
improve in the next 12 months, life at present to that of 12 BLUE soothing and fresh giving you pesce and serenity. RED Isa color of passion, courage and intensity. 
according to a quality of life sur. months ago. Nineteen percent GREEN embodies nature and balance. BROWN stands for security and comfort. YELLOW symbolizes generos and nobility. 
vey conducted by the Social said it had gotten better, while 44 PURPLE connotes wealth and unary. PINK personifies romance and tranqulity. BLACK isthe symbol for authority and power. 
Weather Stations from Nov. 27 to percent claimed it had worsened, "WEST represents purity and innocence 

Dec. 4, 2005. for a net of minus 25. 

Тһе SWS 4th quarter 2005 sur. — This was statistically similar to 
vey also showed that 23 percent of the previous quarter's net score of 
respondents nationwide expected minus 26, with 21 percent as 
their quality of life to get worse, for gainers and 47 percent as losers. 
anet personal optimism score of7. Тһе proportion of losers has 

The SWS pointed out that this stayed at 40 percent for more 
outlook was hardly an improve- than five years, the SWS said. 
ment on the net personal opti- “Since the time series began in 
mism score of zero in the August 1983, losers have generally pre- 
2005 survey, when 26 percentsaid dominated over gainers,” SWS 
they were optimistic and 27 per- said in a statement. 
cent said they were pessimistic. “Tt was only during the early 

The SWS issues the results of its years of the Aquino administra- 
quarterly surveys piecemeal. The tion when the two groups were 
results ofthe personal quality oflife roughly equal, showing a happier 
survey were released yesterday. state of affairs then,” it said. 

Оп рес, 29, 2005, the SWS те. Large gaps between losers and 
leased results of the same 4th quar- gainers also showed up at the 
ter 2005 survey showing that 85 height of the Gulf War and in the 
percent of Filipinos said they would last years of the Marcos and Estra- 
face the New Year with hope, com- da administrations, SWS said. 
pared to 12 percent who said they Аз for the economy, 16 percent 
‘would enter 2006 with fear of respondents said they were op- 

‘The SWS explained thatthe por- timistic about it while 47 percent 
tion tracking personal optimism, мете pessimistic. This was similar 
"which features in every quarterly to the August 2005 results, in 
survey, was different from the which 12 percent declared them- 
"hope or fear for the New Year" selves optimistic and 51 percent 
item, which is tracked only during said they were pessimistic. Jamie 
the fourth quarter ofeveryyear. Alarcon, PDI Research 


Trial could take toll 
on Erap, says doc 


THE JOURNEY FROM HIS REST once a week for the duration of 
house in Tanay, Rizal, to the Sandi- Estrada's testimony. introducing the Davies Color Factory Machine -the first and спу fully computerized paint mixing station 
ganbayan Complex in Quezon City Apart from the toll of the long inthe Philippines. A state-of the-art one stop shop that offers Ina push of a button all the colors you want, 
for his plunder trial could take atoll journey to and from Tanay, Estra- instantly and acutely. With over 7,000 ready to mix colors to choose from NOVA and MOODSCAPE 
оп the health of deposed President “da is physically fit to stand the rig- color softwares. Plus INTERNATIONAL COLOR STANDARDS like RAL of Germany, 
Joseph Estrada, according to Estra- ors of a day-long trial, said Mow. BRITISH STANDARD of UK and NCS of Europe. 
Ча United States-based surgeon. But he said the ousted pres 
prom a purely medical sand- dent did not need to be confined The Davies Color Factory ao offers tree consultancy service for your painting needs 
рош" E wol be bener f the ds. in a hospital. ове colar combinations and required paint volume. iat tme consuming Ne or miss vials 
Касей leader were tobe alowed to He said Estrada had recovered and errors with consistent color accuracy. The colors you have in your mind are the colors you get. 
stay somewhere close to the Sandi- fully from the 2004 operation and 
‘ganbayan for the duration of his tes- although he may foem some puc d acc ET 
mony said Dr Christopher Mow. ^ discomfort twas no reason for him Make a changJand let Davies breathe Ме into your homes 
“From my understanding, he will not to make it to court, said Mow. 
be driven from Tanay to the court in Не suggested that Estrada be 
the morning and will sit in the wit- allowed to stand and stretch his Make 
ness stand to be questioned all day. knees from time to time while 
Afterwards he will take the same giving his testimony. 
long trip back to Tanay” observed “Prolonged sitting may cause 
Mow, who successfully performed him some discomfort. It is only 
knee-replacement surgery on Esra- normal for anybody who has un- 
dainHongKonginDecember2004. dergone knee surgery to feel that 
Estrada is scheduled to testify way,” Mow said. 
inhis plunder and perjurytrialon Мом; who arrived last Friday 
March 15 and every Wednesday with another surgeon Jeremy Lo, Cm ==. 
after that. The court has reduced spent the weekend in Tanay with иманында So sees ete eae n 
the trial days from twice to only Estrada. Nelson E Flores 
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D, a former vice pres- 
ident of the Universi- 
ty of the Philippines 
im Diliman, Quezon No diet. No exercise. No diet pills. No surgery. 
City, passed away оп 
T 19 in Manic. Get rid of the bulges in your midsection. Our tui гв program is proven 
Zamboanga del to effecti el n fat and help ose n your waistline. 
Norte, at the age of P 
© In just 
She is survived by 
her husband lawyer 
Cirilo Doronila; chil- 
dren Philip Albert, PS 
Vincent Angelo, Ci 
lo Gregorio and Kate- f M NES 
rina; daughters-in- : 22 үре! I 
Pede cue 2 Бог feb шагу 20-25, 2006 only! - 
Jonee; grandchildren н М ^ Be ОПЕКА ыча Na. (O8 Sere 200%,” 
Nathaniel Vincent, 
Cayenne Philip, Al- Have a FLAT, SEXY TL 
bert Sage, Jan Isaac sepa Hd 
and Azafran Cirilo; You'll 
Sisters Ma. Victoria, 
Ma. Theresa Atienza, 
Santas Jover, Angela 
and Petra, and broth- 
er-in-law Amando 
Doronila. 
Her remains lie at 
the Church of the 
Risen Lord, UP Dili- 
man. Services will be 
held every day after 6 
pam. until Feb. 25. 
A Mass of the Res- 
urrection will be held. 
on Feb. 26 at 9 a.m. 
with cremation to 
follow at the Loyola 
Memorial Chapel in 
Marikina City. 
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Left 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


Meer 
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SATUR OCAMPO HAS PROTESTED THE 
apparent exclusión of the contributions of 
the Left to People Power from most official 
accounts of the event, saying militant ac- 
tivists and progressive groups “toiled in the 
night to set the stage for that culminating 
actin 1986." 

Та a privilege speech late Monday, the se- 
nior party-list representative of Bayan Muna 
reminded colleagues that although the un- 
derground movement had boycotted the 
1986 snap elections, the historic Edsa upris- 
ing was the “culmination, the peak of a long 
and arduous struggle of a great number of 
Filipinos” since the early 1970s. 

‘Ocampo and his wife Carolina “Bobbie” 
Malay went underground at the height of the 
Marcos dictatorship. He was eventually ar- 
rested and imprisoned for 14 years. Ocampo 
became a member of the National Democrat- 


set stage 


* PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


ic Front panel in the peace talks with the gov- 
ernment after he was pardoned by then Pres- 
ident Corazon Aquino in 1986. 

Ocampo lamented that in the so-called of- 
ficial and semi-official histories of the upris- 
ing and in this year’s 20th anniversary com- 
memoration, "there is sadly no mention of 
the invaluable contributions of the progres- 
sive peoples movement whose adherents 
and leaders fought for the longest time and 
sacrificed the most in lives, long military de- 
tention and other violations of human 
rights.” 

‘Ocampo pointed out that official histori- 
ans made no mention of these following piv- 
otal events that he said led to Edsa 1: 

The First Quarter Storm that “rocked 
the foundations of the Marcos regime and 
the entire corrupt political system in 1970 
and in the years preceding the declaration of 
martial law.” 

© The many young Filipinos who left kith 
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and kin to serve the people and even offer 
their lives for freedom under martial law and 
the dictatorship. 

е The tens of thousands of activists who 
were jailed without charges, killed, massa- 
cred or forcibly disappeared. 

е The victims of massacres and butchery 
in the villages and during demonstrations in 
the cities. 

“The silence over these important aspects 
of the anti-Marcos resistance speaks volumes 
about the official bias for the so-called big 
players of Edsa I and against those who had 
toiled in the night to set the stage for that 
culminating act in 1986," he said. 

But perhaps the worst attitude towards 
People Power comes from Mis. Gloria Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo, according to Ocampo. 

“Ms Arroyo has become a pariah to People 
Power for many reasons the people already 
know: Lying, cheating, stealing, and sup- 
pressing the people's rights and freedoms. 


' for Edsa I, insists Satu 


She has been a target of a movement that 
seeks to call on the people to remove her 
from office through another exercise of Peo- 
ple Power. Could this be why she would not 
commemorate People Power and the fight 
against the dictatorship?” 

He noted that several committees of the 
House and Senate had gathered evidence 
and testimonies pointing to the Arroyo ad- 
ministration as “accountable for the fast dis- 
sipation, misuse, if not plunder,” of the P35 
billion in ill-gotten wealth recovered from 
the Marcoses. 

Ocampo pressed for the passage of House 
Bill No. 3315 to recognize the “heroes and 
martyrs who offered their lives in supreme 
sacrifice for justice, freedom and democra- 
су" 

The bills passage “will be а humble ac- 
knowledgment coming from Congress that 
in fact owes its restoration mainly because of 
the Filipino people's action in 1986." 
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Prelate , 
calls for ? 
reliving = 
‘sacred 

memory’: 


ILOLO CITY—THE" 
president of the 
Catholic Bishops Con? ` 
ference of the Philip- " 
pines has called опу 
Filipinos to relive thé? 
"sacred memory" and | 
principles of the first’ 
Edsa revolution as the 
country commemo: 
rates the 20th ans, 
niversary of the Рео-4 
ple Power revolt that* 
toppled the dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos. «i 

Jaro Archbishop 
‘Angel Lagdameo said» 
the people shoulda 
continue aspiring Юг" 
“good  governance,o: 
characterized by jus- 
tice, honesty, cre 
bility, accountability «1 
and integrity.” 

“They should not 
stop until they get i" 
said Lagdameo in a 
statement. 


Legacy 

He urged the реон 
ple who had gathered 
at Edsa to tell their. 
stories ofthe event, 9 

“To recall such sto- 
ries is to be grateful,” 
to be challenge 
Once more not to sit 
on the laurels of itsa: 
successes, but to ген. 
live the principles" 
and values that меган 
left behind as a las 
ing legacy,” he said. 

"The bishops of Ne- 
gros said the Edsa rev- 
‘olution was "unfin- 
ished business" that, 
mustberekinded. 22 

“There arestill alot 
of things to be done to," 
attain the govem- 
ment we dreamed.ofes 
20 years ago,” зай" 
Bishop John Du of 
Dumaguete City 

“We dreamed then 
and fought for a gov- 
ernment that would 
truly work for the 
people, but human as 
we are, there is silla. , 
Jot that must be done ~ 
to fulfill that dream," * 
said Du. 

“Edsa is a beautiful 
memory" said Ba- 
colod Bishop Vicente 
Navarra. 


Rekindled 

“Bur being a church 
of hope, we hope that 
the memory of Edsa 
‘where we showed our 
genuine love of coun- 
try our patriotism and 
love of people will be 
rekindled in every Fil 
ipino,” he said, 

Lagdameo said Fil- 
ipinos failed to pursue 
the vision of the first 
Edsa and allow it to 
bear fruit, noting how 
corruption “started го 
creep in again." 

But he said "some- 
thing good has hap- 
pened and is happen- 
ing today,” and urged 
the people to contin- 
ue looking for good 
governance. 

“The dry wood 
needs only a spark for 
it to become a confla- 
gration. The agents of 
graft and corruption 
will be irrelevant 
once the spark of so- 
cial transformation 
through moral values 
has become a fire that 
burns in the hearts of 
a critical mass of re- 
newed Filipinos who 
will relentlessly pur- 
sue the spirit of Edsa 

"he said. 

Soon after assum- 
ing the top CBCP post 
last Dec. 1, Lagdameo 
launched a campaign 
for national transfor- 
mation through indi- 
vidual conversion. 
Nestor R Burgos Jr, 
PDI Visayas Bureau, 
and Christian Es- 
guerra, Metro Mani- 
la, with a report 
from Carla P Gomez, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 
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Arrested lawyer kin of Quezon City mayor 


By Luige A. del Puerto was wounded in the chest during were apparently fleeing from rate. Philippine Army. committee of the Communist Par- 
an alleged fire fight then between government troops. "Belmonte is a lawyer .. He i ty of the Philippines. 
CALLITDÉJÀ VU. his group and pursuing govern- has a background in the leftist Son of mining exec 
‘The second man arrested with ment agents in Marilao. Peaceful surrender movement,” the police chief said, Belmonte, according to Inquirer 
llt Lawrence San Juan yester. His captors brought him to a This timearound, however there referring to the 1997 arrest. reports on the 1997 arrest, is a son 
day morning in Padre Garcia military hospital in Metro Manila was no fire fight. The group surren- In fact, one of those who ar- of mining executive Dennis Bel- 
town in Batangas was in asimilar for treatment. dered peacefully the police said. rested Belmonte in Bulacan was monte. that Belmonte had “been lying 
situation nearly a decade ago. esterday Belmonte found . “Guyal claims to be a poultry now the head of the Armed  HewasastudentleaderattheUni- low” and had even settled down + 
“jose Chrisopher Bebmonte himself in the same vehicle ferry- farm boy. He is from Puerto Forces Southern Luzon Com- verity of the Philippines, where he years before his arrest 
was in a cat carrying the rebel ing San Juan, а key officer ofthe Princesa (City),” said Director mand, Lt. General Pedro Cabuay, studied law and business administra- Famous Alpha Sigmans include 
leader Nilo de la Cruz when the Magdalo group, and a certain Al- General Arturo Lomibao, chief of according to Lomibao. боп, the Inqurun reports said. Sen. Gregorio Honasan, former 
latter was arrested in Marilao, bertGuyal. the Philippine National Police. Тһе Southern Luzon Command 1а 1983 when former Sen. Be- Public Works Undersecretary Mabi- 
Bulacan, in October 1997. Au- Policemen and soldiers But the police have found “in- covers the provinces of Quezon, nigno Aquino Jr. was assassinated, ni Pablo and now Malacafiang Chief 
le eid elme wacDe la stopped their car at a checkpoint consistencies” in Guyals state- Rizal, Laguna, Mindoro, Palawan, the young Belmonte was an officer of Staff Michael Defensor. 
Cruz's “driver and bodyguard.” in Barangay San Felipe in Padre ments during tactical interroga- Romblon and Batangas. of the student council of the then То other fraternity members, 
Belmonte, a nephew of Quezon Garcia. tion, according to Lomibao. Cabuay was then chief of ће UP College of Arts and Sciences. UP Collegian editor Antonio Tag-~ 
City Mayor felidano Belmonte, dust like nine years ago, they The PNP chief did not elabo- Intelligence Service Group ofthe Не was also а fraternity man, amolila and student leader Wiliam 
belonging to Alpha Sigma, а Begg, had joined the New People's 
'el x = 2 = group which produced leftist Army in the early 1970s. Both men 
ugitive ag alo seized inside air leaders in the past, including al- were later killed in separate en- 


leged members of the central counters with the military. 


From pagel Tumanda said not a single shot corts pushed his head down. utes before government troops 
was fired during the raid. "But Райа said San Juan was with stormed the farm. 

point ahead ofa raid they were go- during a pursuit operation a few two commanders of the New Peo- The arrest of San Juan confirmed 
Tg to conduct оп а mango farm in minutes later, the fleeing rebels ples Army (NPA), the armed earlier reports of the “unholy al- 
Barangay Bucal in Padre Garcia started to fire at us. It lasted for wing of the СРР identified as Leo _liance” between renegade Magdalo 
town, some 80 km south of Manila, just a few minutes," he said. Velasco and Tirso Alcantara. soldiers and the communist rebels, 
затоа Sam Thefarmisabout ^ He said he also heard the “The 740chCombatGroup was said Lt. Gen. Pedro Cabuay, com- 
6 km fom the checkpoint in sound of a vehicle leaving the targeting the two NPA leadersbut mander of the Philippine Army's 
Barangay San Felipe. farm. the ISG (Intelligence Service Southern Luzon Command. 

5 x Tumanda said he later learned Group) was able to pinpoint that “This is an unholy alliance be- 
‘Two-week intelligence work that two men escaped from the San Juan was going to meet with tween two groups with opposing 

Director General Arturo area on a motorcycle. It was pos- them,” Padilla said. ideologies who want to topple 
Lomibao, Philippine National Ро- sible that San Juanwasoneofthe However, Velasco and Alcan- [the] government,” Cabuay said 
lice chief said the raid was еге. men and later transferred to the tara eluded arrest, Padilla said. at a news briefing at Camp 
sult of a weeklong intelligence van, he said. Some two hours after the raid, Miguel Malvar. 
gathering by a composite team Montenegro said San Juan and two other men іп two separate _INquIRER sources from the local 
fromthe military and police. his companions did not esist arrest vehicles were arrested ata check- unit of the NPA in the province 

‘He said “a top-level meeting" when they were flagged down. point near Lipa City, also in confirmed that a meeting with 
between officials of the central Confiscated from them were а Batangas, The police suspected San Juan and the communist 
‘committee of the Communist Par- Magdalo flag and personaleffects. that they too had come from the leaders had indeed taken place. 
ty-of the Philippines (CPP) and farm. Atthe news conference, author- 
the Magdalo was supposed to be Haggard, handcuffed n ities presented several documents. 
held on the farm. At around noon, а hag. Tworegions they recovered from the farm. 

But Tumanda, commander of gard-looking San Juan was es- Director Rey Varilla, PNP-Intel- Among the items were commu- 
the 740th Combat Wing, said his сопей by armed military person- ligence Group chief, said the nist documents and lists of success- 
unit did not know that the meet- nel out of а room where he was two-week surveillance that led to ful tactical offensives of the NPA in 
ing was between the Magdalo held after his arrest. His hands the arrest of San Juan covered at Southem Tagalog. Also recovered 
and the communist insurgents were cuffed behind his back. least two regions. were dozens of bullets for M-16 ri- 
and that San Juan would be pre- ^ Wearing а checkered It was no accident that the po- без and lists of military units in 
sent at the meeting. long-sleeved shirt over а white lice and military had virtuallysat- Batangas and nearby provinces. 

All his team knew, he said, was shirt and denim pants, San Juan urated Batangas with check- = 2 
the conference would be held by was taken to a waiting van and points. Religious meeting 
the CPE later to a helicopter He was Earlier, the police received in- Residents said the “top-level = 

flown to Fort Bonifacio. formation “from a mole” that top meeting” in Padre Garcia between Please visit your nearest 
Escape by motorcycle Before the helicopter took off, officers of the CPP-NPA were go- San Juan and CPP leaders was sup- Cebuana Lhuillier 

As soon as the government SanJuanissuedashortstatement ing to meet’ with Magdalo officers posed to be a religious gathering of Branch for details. 
troops entered the farm, the people to reporters оп a farm in Padre Garcia at Iglesia ni Kristo members. d ‘ty 
in the compound scampered and “Our situation today reflects dawn. ‘The farm is owned by business- 
escaped toward the mountains at the true state of Filipinos. The арреагей the group gotwind man Tumandatino Matala. With wwe. pjlhuillier cortas 
the Batangas-Quezon boundary. fight continues!" he said as his es- of the police operation afewmin- areportfromDonaPazsibugan | x $ pi м 
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ACADEMY OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS. 
5^ Annual Convention 


February 23-25, 2006 • Philippine International Convention Center 


PHILIPPINE 


Š 


“Quality Health Care: The Family Physician’s Perspective” 


MESSAGES 


My warmest felicitations to the officers and 
membeis of the Philippine Academy of Family 
Physicians, Inc. оп your 45th Anniversary and 
Annual Conventio 
P^ Your theme, "Quality Care: the Family Pa 

Physician's Perspective," reflects your commitment 
to provide the best possible healthcare for the 
Filipino family. Аз family physicians, your efforts to upgrade 
your competencies and to excel in your chosen field are vital to 
bur quest for better health for our growing population. In your 
position, you are better able to give families under your care the 
best medical service 
Trost that this event will contribute othe advancement ofthe 
medical profession and to better healthcare in our communities, 
consisten with our mission of a productive life for every one of 
Sur countrymen. 

More power and Манде 


(Sgd.) H.E. GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
President, Republic of the Philippines 


Close to 4,000 family practitioners are expected to attend the 45th 
Annual Convention of the Philippine Academy of Family Physicians. 
‘Advanced registration figure has reached the 2,500 mark and organizers 
expect some more before the start of this three-day gathering of Family 
Medicine specialists. Convention activities will run from February 23 to 
25 at the Philippine International Convention Center, 

Focusing on the theme - Quality Health Care: The Family Physician $ 
Perspective, the convention gathers more than 50 authorities on various 
medical topics. At any one time, up to ten sessions will run simultaneously. 
to enable attendees to select topics of special interest to them. 


‘Day One - February 23, 2006 


Formal Opening Recognition and Conferment Ceremonies 
Industry-sponsored Luncheon Symposia 
Alergo iritis 
Complementary and aerate treatment to menopausal sympioris 
Beyond LDL reduction: new perspecivein ipid management 
The IDEAL opportunity: evolving standardsol care seconder preven 
Therdecfalenyinashma-isksiican? ^ 
Are youon he ise? i : 
Pleotropic etlectot statins (Beyordchaesterdlowenng) | і | 


A bright and beaut mind: effects of ron оп cognitive development е Highlights. 

Aside fromthe well-planned scientific program, organizers also consider. 
the fellowship night and exhibits as potential crowd-drawers. The annual 
business meeting shall take place on February 23, Meeting Room 4, PICC. 
"The general election is set on the following day, February 24. 


Changing considerations in the treatment ofhypettenslor foods om 


Anni Business Meeting (a 
FeloustipNigt , H 53 


Day Two - February 24, 2006 


Awardees 
Dr. Zorayda E. Leopando, PAFP President from 1994 


General Elections 


‘Simultaneous Scintic Sestions (Choosing the Appropriale DjagtostcTests) ff X5. to 1996 and presently Vice Chancellor for Planning & 
Cardacchesipain Е Dementia A 


\. Development of UP Manila shall go down in PAFP history 
пакана а қ: аз the first Ramon R. Angeles Memorial Lecturer. She will 

рач Н тй keynote the cónvention's opening program. 

= ЕРЕ t Also sharing the limelight are Dr. Isabelita M.  t£omwoo 


1сопуеу my warmest’ greetings to the 
officers and members of the Philippine 
‘Academy of Family Physicians (PAFP) as they 
celebrate their 45th Anniversary and Annual 
Convention with the theme "Quality Health 
Care: The Family Physicians Perspective" 
"The Department of Health recognizes your 


essential contributions in line with the government's efforts in 
providing quality, affordable and accessible health care to all 
Аз health care providers, we must continue to work for the 
continuing improvement of our health system. 

By collective: action, we can provide meaningful 


Ciricopathologic Conerence Grand Finals. 
Simultaneous Scientic Sessions (Pharmacotherapeutcs) i 
Айал drugs Andepessans 0-7 
Hepalogoges ^ 


Samaniego (Family Physician of the Year), Dr. Josefina Isidro-Lapciia. 
(Most Outstanding Family Physician in Community Service), Dr. Edwina 
Desiderio-Cabato, President of Zamboanga City Chapter (Leadership 
Awardee), Dr. Maria Dolores Capati-Lapuz of Pampanga Chapter (Most 


Drugs usedi the руй егйп wolihiasi 
Analgesics Anti-asthmatc drugs, D 
Ani-hyoddngs 
Industry-sponsored Lunchéon Symposia 
ASCOT BPLA: Imperatives in clinical practice. 
A touch of KLAZ in pediatric FFL =" 
Post-arketing surveillance f gabapentin in Fäipino patients’ newropathicpain “ = 


3 ^ Inscin resistance and the metabolic syndrome: strategies for overcoming the challenge. 
би FRANCISCO т. DUQUE ш, MD, мас араг. r ee 
The role of once-a-day cephalosporin Ё an outpatient therapy | »" et. ET 
My warmest greetings to ihe officers and  Aciinical approach to leukorthea: dninteracive session- LJ c 
members of the Philippine Academy of Family | £% Musculoskeletal vignettes in iic) practice З t Р 5 i 
Pharmacologie menagementin type i dabetes : 


Physicians, Inc. on your 45th Anniversary and 8 Р Beng! meet m Ws 
‘Annual Convention on February 23-25, 2006 Olmesartan:the power to achieve goal blood pressure С 
‘with the theme, "Quality Health Care: The Family аеоси funis 


Physician's Perspective" 
‘Your organization's meaningful existence for more Hypertension guidelines, 
ts wapande Hepaliis updates” 


an four decades ишу cll fora grand celebration is notwonhy : 
thal оп top of your accomplishment in the past forty five years, Lom back pinimyolasil pain: 
Jou remain dedicated in uperading the expertise of your members Type lGabetes melts 
Ah commitment is paramount as you сату on with the ask 10 pis 
omote a beter эше оГ heal for every family, the basie | 2 з 
еар uth Taingot New Members; ^» 
Ша soares of pride nod comfort 1o have the Philippine | Ахолй Residents Night iv ro 
Academy of Family Physicians аз our active partner in our н mesa 


Common pursuit or a more healthy and productive citizenry, | " $3 Ж Ж x 
шек. їз the comenstonz in our journey towards development. | | Day Three = February 2532006 
= = 


Tervently hope that you be unwavering in your noble 

undertakings as we in the city government of Manila continue to 

Streamline the delivery of basic health services to our people in. | FinessCinic F x 5 
‘Simuitaneous Scientie Sessións. D 


line with our accelerating urban renewal and development i 
Mentoingħeaching ^ Mronutiént supplementation 7 


program. ! ; 
Me oot rar о esce on of ia meson елер Lecce e : Е шў. 
“ж Disaster management (йат) } Medcal arii surgical managemánt ol 4 , a 
үчөөнү pn р " Реис А Ole, ND Зоја P. Abubakar, NO Imelda Maribeth F. Garcia, 


Tuloy-tuloy and programa “Buhayin ang Maynilat”. 
Винду na Maynila, Buhay ng Bansa! 1 
лл; emyrai poisoning | Aic enr meal poisoning Е сеа 
Emerging dseeses among aveles Лама! medióne (Prophylansfimmunization) 
Fever of unknown origin. зу Ani-malaialdugs SME, 
hk 


‘Quality of voice: dysphonia, 2$ 
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Active Chapter Secretary) and Dr. Teresita Yap Dy of Cebu Chapter (Most 

Active Chapter Treasurer/Antdnia Dujunco Memorial Awardee). 
Pampanga Chapter shall be cited as the year's most outstanding 

chapter and most active chapter in CME. Zamboanga City Chapter is 


once again the most active chapter in community service. 
Inductees 


This year, PAFP is also set to add the names of 20 family practitioners 
to its roster of fellows, and induct 40 new diplamates (DFM) and 110 
certified family physicians. 


developments and move our country towards better health and 
greater progress. 

T wish you more success in all your endeavors as you mark 
another high point in your history of productive service to the 
public 

‘Congratulations and mabuhay kayong lahat! 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


(Sed) JOSE L. ATIENZA JR. 
Mayor, Cuy of Manila 


‘Warmest greetings from the Philippine Medical 
‘Association (PMA). 
‘Congratulations to the Officers and Members 
of the Philippine Academy of Family Physicians. 
fon the occasion of its 45th Anniversary and 
Annual Convention. 
‘Our constitution mandates that every Filipino 
should be provided with quality health care. The convention 
theme "Quality Health Care: The Family Physician's 
Perspective” is therefore very much in line with the health 
objective of our constitution. We commend the Philippine 
Academy of Family Physicians for its various continuing medical 
education programs that made the big difference in the 
Competency and skills of our family physicians. Afterall, they 
are the ones who usually have the first encounter with patients 
РМА joins you on this momentous occasion and wishes that 
you have a very productive and successful convention. 
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As President of the Philippine Academy of 
Family Physicians, 1 am deeply honored to 
welcome all the participants to its 45th Anniversary 
and Annual Convention with the theme "Quality 
Health Care: The Family Physician's 
Perspective." More than any other specialty, 7] 
Family Medicine's concern for sustained quality 

assurance is paramount because of the broad scope of care 
‘covered by the specialty. To answer this concern, the organizing 
committee has left no stone unturned in assuring that all relevant 
issues and developments are tackled in the convention. While 
the affair is mainly an academic one, it also provides an 
‘opportunity to meet new friends and renew the ties with old 


Again, Welcome and Mabuhay! 
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Over-all Chair 
Co-Chair 


Reynaldo A. Olazo, MD 
Soraya P. Abubakar, MD 
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Secretary Imelda Maribeth F. Garcia, МО 
Treasurer Annie A. Francisco, MD 
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(Sgi.) REYNALDO A. OLAZO, MD 
President, Philippine Academy of Family Physicians 


This year’s convention underscores the 
importance of the Academy's contribution to 
national progres as it has been inthe forefront of 
the healthcare system. 

"With the theme - "Quality Healthcare: The 
Family Physician's Perspective 
challenged to constantly seek, to enhance and to 
maximize awareness and a sense of responsibility in тесир the 
health needs of the less fortunate Filipino family, taking into 
account the high cost of medicines and expensive technology. 
‘To achieve our goal towards this end in the sphere of our 
profession, there must be selfless-dedication and sincere 
Commitment nurtured with compassion in providing the much 
-| needed quality healthcare especially to the impoverished segment 
"| af our society to help them achieve a beter quality of Ме. 

Let us forge a stronger Academy in our role as providers of 
medical and healthcare services 

Welcome and Mabuhay! 
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(5gd.) SORAYA P. ABUBAKAR, MD 
Vice President, PAFP and Overall Chair, 
Organizing Commitiee 
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GMA: I’m best person to lead RP 


From page Al 


"coups and sham people power” in a parlia- 
mentary government, and as Charter change 
gets under way, she would continue to focus 
оп the economy and implement her reforms, 
she said 

"And let me also make clear: I believe I am 
the best person to lead this nation through 
this transition,” she said. 

But at an earlier forum, former Vice Presi- 
dent Teofisto Guingona warned of "guerrilla 
warfare" from groups "being pushed to ће 
limits" by Ms Arroyo's continued stay in of- 
fice. 

Guingona said the guerrilla warfare would 
be similar to the struggle against martial law, 
and even to the Filipino resistance to the 
Japanese occupation during World War I 

“(The authorities] will have the momen- 
tum at the beginning, but the resistance will 
continue,” Guingona said. “That will be tanta- 
mount to civil war, and we don’t like that. It's 
not the right solution.” 


Honoring Edsa ! 

Ms Arroyo, who is being criticized for 
choosing to mark the 20th anniversary of Ed- 
sa I with a low-key commemoration, said Fi 
ipinos should “honor the struggle of Edsa by 
continuing to reform our political system,” 
among other things. 

“The world embraced Edsa I in 1986. The 
‘world tolerated Edsa П in 2001,” she said ina 
speech at the Focap forum at the Dusit Hotel 
in Makati City. 

“The world will not forgive an Edsa Ш but 
instead will condemn the Philippines as a 
country whose political system is hopelessly 
unstable, and the Filipinos as among the 
finest people in the world but who manage to 
shoot themselves in the foot,” the President 
said. 

She warned that under an Edsa Ш, the 
country would neither be able to court invest- 
ments from abroad nor bring social justice to 
the people. 


‘Nothing’ 

‘Asked what it would take her to resign, Ms 
Arroyo said: "Nothing." 

“if I remember right, President [Corazon] 
Aquino had her share of [resignation] calls, 
and there were bloody coup [attempts during 
her term], but she did not resign," Ms Arroyo 
said of her former ally, who has also called on 
her to step down. 

She added: “I have a mandate from the 
people. I have been proclaimed. The Supreme 
Court has not overturned my proclamation, 
and so therefore Ihave a term until 2010 and 
Tintend to serve out that term." 

Ms Arroyo also said she was elected to 
make difficult decisions, and had indeed 
made them. 

“Not without mistakes on my part and cer- 
tainly without significant criticism," she said, 
adding: 

“But I have the experience of hindsight and 
1 aim to fulfill my term with a steady hand on 
the helm. 

Palace officials had earlier said that should 
the Charter change process call for the Presi- 
dent to cut her term short if parliamentary 
elections were held in 2007, she would com- 
ply. 

‘But when asked yesterday to comment on 
the matter, Ms Arroyo said: "I dont think 
Charter change would result in that.” 


The sooner, the better 

The President said she hoped the country 
would have a new Constitution and a new 
system of government soon. 

“The sooner this happens, the sooner we 
would be able to move the country forward,” 
she said. 

She also said reforming the “poisoned po- 
litical system" was one of two measures that 
would address the continuing rifts in society. 

“The divisiveness in our country that came 
about with the two Edsas has not yet been 
solved,” she said, adding that this was why the 
country continued to have “rogue elements.” 

‘According to Ms Arroyo, the government 
needs to provide the people with services they 
deserve “because poverty isthe most important 
recruitment ground for any destabilization.” 

“It is not the coups that we are concerned 
about. What we should address are the desta- 
bilizers," she said. 

Ms Arroyo said the rogue elements would 
not succeed, and reiterated her "great faith 
and trust in the loyalty” of the military and 
the police. 

She cited the arrest yesterday of the fugi- 
tive mutineer Lt. Lawrence San Juan at a 
checkpoint in Batangas. (Story on Page Al.) 


Bully in schoolyard 

‘Asked what she had been doing to unite the 
forces of the two Edsas, the President said she 
had called for unity “many times before.” 

"And 1 am still open to unity for those who 
are willing to accept an invitation,” she said. 
“But really, І have stopped chasing the bully 
around the schoolyard, and 1 am working for 
fundamental political reforms so that divisive 
elements in our system will be a thing of the 

a) 

‘Asked if the bully she had stopped chasing 
was a reference to former President Aquino, 
Ms Arroyo replied curtly: "I don't want to 
speak about personalities. One of the things 
that we must reform in our system is, we must 
have a new polities of policies rather than per- 
sonalities.” 

Inher speech, the President vowed to pur- 
sue political reform to ensure “greater stabili- 
ty" and to “diminish the political effect on the 
Philippine economy.” 

“Political maneuvering has become our 


most active industry” she lamented, citing 
“people who parlayed their presence in Edsa a 
Jong time ago into a lifetime franchise of 
working against governments whose leaders 
donot curtsy before them." 


Civil disobedience 

Guingona, who served as Ms Arroyo's vice 
president from 2001 to 2004, spoke on Mon- 
day night at the forum "Whats Next...?” 
sponsored by the Concerned Men for a Better 
Philippines at the Manila Polo Club in Makati 
сиу. 

He said the Arroyo administration's plans 
to shift to the parliamentary system and its 
proposed antiterrorism ЫШ were fueling pub- 
licagitation. 

If these are pushed through, “the challenge 
will no longer be peaceful ... but of guerrilla 
‘warfare in the days to come,” he said. 

Guingona said "civil disobedience” was an- 
other option being studied. 

He said civil disobedience could be ex- 


pressed through the nonpayment of taxes or 
withdrawal of support from the government 
by the bureaucracy, and even by students go- 
ing on a weeklong vacation with the consent 
of their parents and their school administra- 
tions. 


Muslims’ support 

At the open forum, Nikki Hayudeni, secre- 
tary general of the Muslim organization As- 
salam, said his group would back civil disobe- 
dience in Mindanao. 

"We will lead in the nonpayment of taxes in 
the Muslim areas in Mindanao,” Hayudeni said. 

Stickers calling for civil disobedience were 
distributed to those who attended the forum. 

The stickers bore the pictures of San Juan 
and other escaped — mutineers—Capt. 
Nathaniel Rabonza and 15: Lieutenants Patri- 
cio Bumidang and Sonny Sarmiento. 

The mutineers have also called for civil dis- 
obedience to bring down the Arroyo adminis- 
tration. With a report from Fe Zamora 


PRESIDENT Arroyo explains to the Foreign Correspondents 
Association of the Philippines that in her desire to put economic 
reforms in place, she has had to make a number of unpopular 
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PBSP's 3 5 YEATS of Leadership in Corporate Social Responsibility 
& 18 Years of Pioneering Social Development Work in the Visayas 


Braving new fronts towards 
productivity and self-reliance 


THE POLITICAL TURMOIL AND had very low income due to lack In Cebu Hillylands, PBSP sus- 
economic uncertainty of the of new farming technologies, tains the gains reaped in the earli- gen 
1970s were the impetus for SO degradation of the environment, er HDP by reaching out to other 
business leaders to consolidate and very low productivity. barangays, introducing solid 
their efforts in empowering the Equipped with livelihood im- waste management, developing 
poor and uplifting the Philippine provement and environmental alternative livelihood projects, 
society. With the growing number rehabilitation the HDP became a and widening the stretch of de- 
of companies committing them- trademark for PBSPs future nuded lands that are to be refor- 
selves to social development, the poverty reduction programs and ested. 
basic idea that business’ sole рш- а model for direct business sector In Olango Island, Cebu and 
pose is the creation of wealth is involvement in social develop- Maqueda Вау Samar, poverty in- 
Significantly revolutionized. This ment. Hillyland communities cidences are high because illegal 
expression of collective corporate were organized into cooperatives fishing activities have severely 
activism is the Philippine Busi- and peoples organizations, and depleted the coastal and marine 
ness for Social Progress or PBSP. leading-edge farming technolo- resources, which are primarily 
PBSP' beginnings were met gies were taught to the farmers. the people's source of livelihood. 
with numerous failures and dis- Meanwhile, employee volunteers There are efforts to save Olango 
appointments that challenged its and businesspersons provided through the reforestation of man- 
perseverance, But with the unre- medical services and capability grove sites, formation of coastal 
lenting support of its member building support They also par- resource management councils, 
companies, the Foundation has ticipated in reforesting of 3,696 engagement in alternative liveli- 
manifested its role as a partner in hectares in the Hillylands to help hood activities such as seaweeds 
nation building by implementing continuous flow of water in farming and eco-tourism, provi- 
poverty reduction programs and Metro Cebu. sion of basic services like water, 
developing self-reliant communi- Ас present, PBSP manages five medicines and toilets, and intro- 
ties. poverty reduction programs in duction of family health care 
For the past 35 years, it has Bohol, Cebu and Samar. Collec- courses. While in Samar, PBSP 
raised and disbursed PS.8 billion tively, these programs have im- built the Coastal and Marine 
for more than 5,600 social devel- proved the lives of 23,913 house- Technology Testing and Verifica- 
opment projects that have bene- holds. Other forms of social de- tion Center to teach and provide ness. But in CVED's case, these vation by 2015. 
fited 3.27 million Filipino house- velopment assistance include: fisherfolk and farmers alternative experts provide their time and ex- 
holds — urban poor communi- livelihood improvement, capabil- livelihoods, such as nurturing pertise to MSEs for free. Way forward Visayas Execute Commitee 
ties, marginal fisherfolk, upland ку building, holistic engagement high-value fish species to aUg- (C. ++i ing on the busi Tn the succeeding years, PBSP Frans in 
and lowland farmers, agrarian re- of various stakeholders, and pro- ment their income. Capitalizing on the business visayas will be, more than ever, Pr ym 
form beneficiaries, and indige- vision of basic services such as Finally, in Bohol, the efforts to sector’s social responsibility relentiess in mainstreaming its ыйынат 
nous peoples. To this day, the fu- health and education. transform rice farmers to farmer  PBSP currently has 211 member twin thrusts of poverty reduction 9 
sion of business discipline and i entrepreneurs have expanded to companies nationwide, 35 of and leadershipin corporate social Sigon pom 
the heart for the underprivileged Poverty reduction programs eight newbarangaysinthenorth- which are from the Visayas. And responsibility Socially responsi- ey 
has made PBSP a benchmark for In Metro Cebu, PBSP has ern part of the province, an addi- this month, eight more companies ble Visayas business will translate ig —— — 
social development and corpo- gained ground with its workforce tion to 22 assisted barangays. joined increasing the region's rotal to more classrooms and learning RUNS 
rate social responsibility here in and education programs. An- membership to 43. To further capi- resource centers built, more sus- d 
the Philippines and abroad. swering the demand for more job Promoting MSEs talize and encourage the Visayas  tainable jobs generated, stronger ago 
‘opportunities for retrenched and Cognizant of the significant business to intensify its poverty re- self-sustaining agricultural and a 
PBSP in the Visayas displaced but skilled urban work- role played by the micro and duction efforts, the United Nations’ fishing communities, and pre- те 
PBSPs poverty reduction ef- ers, PBSP strengthened 10 peo- small enterprises (MSEs) in the Millennium Development Goals served upland, urban and marine сша. 
forts in the Visayas accelerated іп ples cooperatives that employ local economy, the Corporate Vol- (MDGs) were introduced to its lo- ecosystems. The 35-year legacy d 
1988 with the establishment of 8,250 individuals. And ко address unteers for Enterprise Develop- cal business leaders in November ofthe Foundation's corporate so- pen 
the Visayas Regional Office in Се- the mismatch between the needs ment (CVED) program is catch- 2005. It was the first Business and cial responsibility will continue to ри reca 
bu City Tes first program was the of the industry and the quality of ing up in Bohol and Cebu. CVED the MDGs forum outside Мето provide inspiration as PBSP — 
Hillyland Development Program graduates, PBSP formed the facilitates the matching of MSEs Manila and they have formed their braves many fronts in the pursuit парнае 
(НОР), whichbeganasapartner- Coalition for Better Educationto іп need of advisory services with own four Business and the MDGs of its social development goals. кыза Henn Corporation 
ship between PBSP the Cebu City improve the education curricu- experts who are either business clusters for poverty reduction, edu- Moreover, the wisdom of 18 years mew 
governmentandthebusinesssec- lum, and assisted two Science men or professionals, employed cation, health and the environ- of pioneering social development <n 
en The Central Cebu water. and Technology Education Cen- or retired. The arrangement сап ment. It is their immediate ге. work in the Visayas shall harness 8 
sheds, or the hillylands, is home ters, which are specialized high be likened to hiring a business sponse to participate in this global more communities in their way хата 
to many of CebU's poor house- schools that produce employable consultant to solve specific prob- challenge of eradicating poverty towards greater productivity and сеи 


holds. The farming communities graduates. Jems in certain areas of the busi- and worst forms of human depri- self-reliance. mA 


Greetings to the Visayas Executive Commit- 


tee, member companies, management and 
staff of the Philippine Business for Social 


Progress on the occasion ofits 18th VisayasAn- А WATERSHED IS A NATURAL sential in realizing Metro Cebu's tor government, donor agencies and 
nual Membership Meeting with the theme, я ай X 

ваа! Мессі) Maa УП e m. им Kumar comity of ane: Jogierndenibrmcar gel peoples organizations resulted to 
ship,” on the heels of its 35th year. tain ranges, forestiands, lowlands Ideally, 54 percent of the whole Фе reforestation of 3,696 hectares 
_ юе my таса regard Lud and coastal areas that catch rainwa- watershed should be forested toen- їп Central Cebu's watersheds. 
Dad er Resonbülg which has signin  teresenialforhouseho and in- sure continuous flow of water to The funds contributed by the cor- 


cantly contributed in easing poverty in the dustrial use. The 34,165-hectare support the growing population. At porate sponsors of PBSPs 18th 


country. ip Meet- 
VY ayas, PBSP has rematnedtruetoiy COTA Cebu Pouce Landscape, present, lem han 10 pereat ofthe Visayas Annual Membership Meet 
mie ӨР тош poverty through the cre. Site of PBSP's Cebu Watershed Man- Central Cebu watersheds are forest- ing will reforest 15.5 hectares of de 
ation of self-reliant communities in the agement Program, is the source of ей due to generations of unregulat- nuded land, The 38,750 trees that 
provinces of Bohol, Cebu, Negros and Samar. : ibus ait ace eal E 

proving of Bahok Сери, commen thc Metro Cebus water supply thus ised eming down of tees PBSPS wil be planed wil hd ensure a 
quality of life in these areas has markedly im- protection and conservation is es- partnerships with the business sec. brighter future for Metro Cebu. 
proved. 

We in the Government acknowledge that we 
cannot fight poverty alone. We need strong al- 
Ties, like the РВВ who have been resilient in | 904 Sponsors 
bringing about meaningful change for the Fil- PAS 
ipinos. The PBSP's programs on sustainable Ез aboitiz 
livelihood opportunities, protection of the en- podre 
vironment, accessibility of responsive educa- анараа € 
tion for the children and the youth, and the 


availability of basic social services have in- = A. aD 
spired much optimism and hope in the regions = р С у N WD P CB Lockuel рниррнз cone. мотивдик. оой food, Good Life 
med 


itis present. > 


‘With the directions set under the United Na- max 
tions’ Millennium Development Goals X eer 2 ira 
(MDGs), the Philippine Government and the Hur У) очы 
business sector аге one with the rest of the à nis А 
world in reducing poverty and eliminating the TE ea SUUS 
"worst of human deprivation by 2015. I am minan наетите. АЙ ОЧ SKYGO кыне 
grateful thatthe PBSP continues to accompany | лайт: FOUNGRTION Ý Vio WETTER Cebu Grand Hotel Citibank N.A. 
usin these ventures. Fuci Hope 

“Together, let us continue building a progres- Ho Tong Hardware Life Prolong Natural 
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мага to a better tomorrow for our people. ay Mabuhay Vinyl Corp. Magellan Veneer Corp. 


‘Mabuhay kayong lahat! ОМАМ Себи Shineland, Inc, Metal Cebu Trading Corp. SGV & Co. 
A Ng Khai Development Corp. decet 
rlüPINAS sneu PETROLEUM CORPORATION 


it Corp. 
Republic of the Philippines Wellmade Motors & Development Corp. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2006 


Masses аа 


f 


Senga: Coup odds ‘very low 


By T] Burgonio 
and Norman Bordadora 


GEN. GENEROSO SENGA, CHIEF OF STAFF 
ofthe Armed Forces of the Philippines, yester- 
day squelched speculations that a coup d'etat 
was in the offing after explosions rocked 
Malacafiang’s grounds and a street in Makati 
City on Monday. 

Ts very low, your honor" Senga said 
when asked by Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile about 
the probability of a coup during his confirma- 
tion hearing before the Commission on Ap- 
pointments at the Senate. 

He said he believed the Presidential Securi- 
ty Groups report that the explosion at Mala- 
cafiang was caused by combustible material 
thrown in a garbage can that was "probably 
ignited by a cigarette." 

"Itappears to be the case," he said. 

Theblast occurred in front of the Radio and. 
Television Malacafiang (RTVM) office at 
around noon. 

‘An hour later, an explosives-laden ping 
pong ball exploded in a vacantlot at the cor- 
ner of M. Reyes and Jerry Streets in Baran- 
gay Pio del Pilar in Makati City, injuring а 
girl. 

Members of the opposition in the House of 
Representatives expressed serious doubts 
about Malacafiang’s claim that paint thinner 
had caused the explosion. 


Breach of security 

House Minority Leader Francis Escudero 
said Malacafiang should look into the seri- 
оце breach of security when President 
Macapagal-Arroyo herself was inside the 
Palace. 

“Even the tons of garbage in Payatas (a 
dump in Quezon City) don’t explode that 
way. How come it would inside Mala- 
cafiang?” Escudero said in an interview, dis- 


The way it was: 
Confetti to rain 
on Ayala Avenue 


From page Al 


alities who were among those who fought 
Ferdinand Marcos's strongman rule will re- 
turn to the streets to “reenact” the Makati ral- 
lies. 

"The rallies in Makati brought together all 
sectors of society and could be considered dry 
runs for the Edsa 1986 revolution,” Makati 
Mayor Jejomar Binay said in a statement. 

‘The protest actions, marked by blizzards of 
yellow confetti, were mounted by broad op- 
position groups in the wake of the assassina- 
tion of Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino Jr. on Aug. 
21,1983. 

То faithfully relive the Makati rallies, City 
Hall said the Friday affair would serve as “a 
reunion for personalities who were active in 
the anti-Marcos struggle" and as “a tribute to 
Aquino and other martyrs of the anti-dictator- 
ship movement.” 

‘The Makati City council had earlier passed 
an ordinance declaring Feb. 22-25 of every 
year a time “for celebrating the spirit of Edsa 
1986.” 


Cory etal. 

Participants are to gather at around 3 p.m. 
at the intersection of Gil Puyat and Ayala Av- 
enues in Makati and push toward the Ayala 
Avenue-Paseo de Roxas intersection to lay а 
wreath at the Ninoy Aquino monument. 

‘Among those expected to attend are 
Aquino's wife, former President Corazon 
‘Aquino, who was swept to power by Edsa L 

‘Also invited to take part in the memorial 
are human rights lawyers during the Marcos 
regime and members of the August Twenty 
One Movement (Atom) led by Aquino's broth- 
ег, Makati Rep. Agapito “Butz” Aquino. 

"Makati is holding a simple tribute... if on- 
ly to remind the people that the spirit of Edsa 
1986 is still alive, and must be kept alive for 
future generations,” said Binay, himself a hu- 
man rights lawyer during martial rule. 


Cautious Palace 

Binay assailed Malacafangs “low-key” 
‘commemoration of Edsa 1, saying the contro- 
versy-hounded administration of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo appeared to be cautious 
and "clearly does not want to provide the op- 
portunity for a large gathering of people, in- 
cluding many personalities who are not sup- 
portive” of it. 

*] find it rather disconcerting that on ће 
20th year of Edsa 1986, the national leader- 
ship has chosen to do the unforgivable: Rele- 
gate the celebration of one of our proudest 
moments аз a people to a low-key event, not 
even befitting a foundation day celebration of 
a city" the mayor said. 

‘According to the program organized by the 
recently reinstituted Edsa People Power Com- 
mission, Ms Arroyo will lay a wreath tomor- 
row at the Libingan ng mga Bayani in Fort 
Bonifacio, Taguig City. 

Ms Arroyo herself was installed in Mala- 
cafiang in 2001 through Edsa П, which ousted 
her predecessor, President Joseph Estrada. 

Last year, she survived ouster demands in 
major protest actions in Makati, which were 
mounted by a broad opposition that believed 
she had rigged the May 2004 presidential 
election. 

Since the allegations of poll fraud were 
raised, Ms Arroyo has lost the support of her 
former allies, including former President 
‘Aquino. 


missing the other theory of “chemical 
combustion.” 

Cavite Rep. Gilbert Remulla, another 
member of the House minority, said 
that whether it was a bomb or paint 
thinner that caused the explosion it was 
a breach of security. 

"ез a slap on the faces of the [mem- 
bers of the] PSG either way" Remulla 
said. 

After listening to Senga, Enrile said 
he was surprised that in the history of 
military violence, this was the only 
time a coup d'etat was being “an- 
nounced,” instead of being kept under 
wraps under the "Mafia principle of 
отепа" 

“You do not talk about it, otherwise 
you will be shot by your captors. But 
here in this country, people are talk- 
ing about coup d'etat and the media 
bite. They announce it on the radio,” 
the former defense minister com- 
mented. 


DAYA 


“It’s funny It’s like a joke to an- 
nounce a coup d'etat over the radio." 


Threat reduced 

After the hearing, Senga, whose 
promotion to the rank of four-star 
general was recommended by the CA 
committee on defense to today's ple- 
nary session, said it was unfortunate 
that some groups were fanning the 
coup rumors. 

“There are several groups that are 
trying to destabilize [the government]. 
What we're trying to find out is their ca- 
pabilities [to mount a coup]. They have 
the intentions, but we have to check 
whether they're capable of doing it,” he 
told reporters. 

Senga declared that the capture of 
1st Lt. Lawrence San Juan, one of four 
Magdalo officers who escaped from 
their detention in January, had ina way 
reduced the threat of destabilization 
against the government. (See story on 
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нот: 


committee at the Senate. 


Page Al.) 

“Definitely, that (capture) will be a 
big blow to those attempting to destabi- 
lize the situation,” he said. 

Senga said the military was also in- 
vestigating the existence of the Young 
Officers Union of the New Generation. 


' GO NEGOSYO ENTREPRENEURSHIP SUMMIT & EXPO 


(т: AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso Senga 
toughs it out during his confirmation hearing conducted 
by the Commission on Appointments and the defense. 
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and Reformist AFR 
which claimed they 
were mounting а se- 
ries of "explosive ac- 
tivities” until Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Ar- 
royo stepped down. 

“We are looking in- 
to these matters so 
we can establish 
what's the truth," he. 
said. 

Lt Gen. Hermo- 
genes Esperon, Army 
chief, however, went 
as far as to say that 
these two groups 
were bogus. "I think 
they're fake. They're 
nothing but a cre- 
ation of individuals 
with a paper and à 
pen," he said. 
Senga, for his part, advised the me- 
dia to be more discerning when dealing 
with such groups. 

“There's a lot of propaganda, 
threats, destabilization going 
around," he said. 
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Lower film taxes get GMA nod 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


ТО SAVE THE AILING LOCAL MOVIE 
industry, Malacafiang has finally 
agreed to support a proposed bill re- 
ducing the amusement tax, Sen. Ra- 
mon "Bong" Revilla Jr. said yesterday. 

Revilla said President Macapagal- 
Arroyo on Monday committed to cer- 
tify as a priority measure Senate Bill 
No. 2158 which calls for the reduc- 
tion of the amusement tax from 30 
percentto 10 percent, 

He said the bill, which he co-au- 
thored with fellow actors Senators 
Lito Lapid and Jinggoy Estrada, 
would give the film industry “the 
breather it so needed.” 

"year after year, we see less and 
less Filipino movies being produced 
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because nobody wants to gamble 
anymore. Producers don't want to in- 
cur heavy losses but with the passage 
of this bill, we can again look ata revi- 
talized industry,” Revilla said. 

He said he got Ms Arroyo's commit- 
ment after he and key industry play- 
ers met with her for two hours. 

He said they appealed to the President 
to help reduce the taxes imposed on the 
industry and to stem intellectual piracy 
the “two main reasons for the continuous 
operational losses they said. 

Currently the movie industry "is 
suffering from the collection of two 
business taxes" imposed by the nation- 
al and local governments, Revilla said. 

Local government units collect an 
amusement tax on theater admission 
tickets at the top rate of 30 percent. 


‘With the value-added tax, the Bureau ı 
of Internal Revenue took another 10 
percent, he said, resulting in total tax- 
es of 40 percent. 

Local producers complained this 
was “unjust and confiscatory" he 
said. 

Revilla said movie industry lead- 
ers, for their part, also vowed to pool 
their resources to curb film piracy. 

He said the President directed the 
Intellectual Property Office, the Opti- 
cal Media Board (OMB) and other 
agencies concerned to combine and 
strengthen thelr forces to stop piracy. 

In addition, Revilla said he bro- 
kered a truce between actors Leo 
Martinez and Edu Manzano who had 
quarreled over the proceeds of the 
Metro Manila Film Festival (MMFF). 
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Jesus came to Caesarea Philippi. He asked his disciples, “What do 
people say of the Son of Man? Who do they say 1 am?” They said, “For 
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Europe battles to calm bird flu fears 


BRUSSELS—EU FARM MINISTERS TRIED MONDAY TO CALM 
consumer fears that bird flu would spread to the bloc's poultry, as 
Nigeria found the potentially lethal virus in three new states and 


the capital Abuja. 

While no poultry has been struck by the dis- 
ease in the European Union, meat sales in the 
industry have plunged 70 percent in Italy, at 
least 40 percent in Greece, 15 percent in 
France and 10 percent in Portugal. 

France, Europe's top poultry producer, was on 
a high state of alert after becoming the sixth EU 
country to confirm a case of the highly pathogenic 
strain of HSN1 which can kill humans. 

"We must not give in to panic," said Austri- 
an Agriculture Minister Josef Proell, whose 
country holds the EU' rotating presidency. 
“The disease remains confined to wild birds.” 

While the virus has infected chickens on 
the EU's doorstep in Ukraine and Romania, 
outbreaks in Bulgaria as well as EU states 
Italy, France, Greece, Austria, Germany and 
‘Slovenia have only hit wild birds like swans 
and ducks, 

“There is no reason for European citizens 
not to consume poultry meat and poultry 
products,” EU health commissioner Markos 


Kyprianou added. 

"We have to keep in mind that we are talk- 
ing about an animal disease. It's not a human 
disease,” he said. "Is a virus that s difficult to 
transmit to humans." 

More than 90 people have died from bird 
fiu in China, Southeast Asia, Iraq and eastern 
"Turkey since 2003 after contracting the HSN1 
virus from infected poultry. 

While the virus cannot currently be passed 
between humans, experts fear that it could 
mutate if it were to mix with common flu 
genes and spark a world-wide pandemic that 
could kill millions of people. 

No human infections have been reported in 
Europe. 

In an effort to limit the spread to poultry, Ger- 
many sent 250 soldiers to the Baltic Sea island of 
Ruegen, where the virus first broke out last week, 
to help army specialists pick up dead birds. 

Cars travelling to or from Ruegen, a popu- 
lar holiday destination which is joined to the 


mainland by ә bridge, had to drive through 
disinfectant baths. 

"The main goal isto stop the spread to domes- 
ticanimals,” a government spokesperson sai 

Germany has joined Denmark, France, Greece, 
Luxembourg, The Netherlands and Slovenia in 
ordering ай poultry to be shut indoors. 

France's first case of the most dangerous 
form of HSNI was confirmed on Saturday ina 
wild duck found dead near the central-east- 
em city of Lyon. 

‘The virus was also found in Bulgaria, Croa- 
tia, Romania, Ukraine and Russia. 

Bosnia, meanwhile, ordered the slaughter of 
nearly 4,500 poultry after additional tests con- 
firmed wild swans in a central region HS virus. 

Bird flu hit tourism too, as about 8,000 Scandi- 
mavian tourists cancelled holidays to Romanian 
seaside resorts after bird fiu outbreaks along the 
Black Sea, German tourism operator TUI said. 

In Nigeria, a sprawling country of 36 states that 
was the first in Africa to confirm the presence of 
HSNI, the authorities confirmed that bird би had 
now been found in six states plus the capital 

"To date, there are six states: Kano, Kaduna, 
Plateau, Bauchi, Katsina and Zamfara and the 
Federal Capital Territory" Information Minister 
Frank Nweke told reportersin Abuja. АЕР 
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Afghan cartoon protesters 
threaten to join al-Qaida 


JALALABAD, ^ AFGHANISTAN— 
Hundreds of Afghan students shout- 
ed support on Monday for Osama 
bin Laden and threatened to join al- 
Qaida during a protest against саг 
toons of the Prophet Muhammad. 

Speaking after a weekend of 
deadly riots in Nigeria and Libya, 
Pope Benedict said the world’s re- 
ligions and their symbols had to 
be respected but warned such 
protests were wrong. 

However, Pakistan's main Is- 
lamist alliance vowed to broaden 
its campaign against the cartoons 
with protests targeted at the US 
and Pakistani presidents. 

The protest in the eastern 
Afghan city of Jalalabad passed 
off largely without violence. Stu- 
dents gathered at the university 
campus chanted “Death to Den- 
mark,” “Death to America” and 
“Death to France,” a witness said. 

They also shouted support for 
al-Qaida leaders Osama bin 
Laden and Ayman al Zawahri. 

Shouting “Death to Karzai,” 
they demanded President Hamid 
Karzai close the embassies of 
Denmark, the United States and 
France and expel their forces 
from Afghanistan. 

“If they abuse the Prophet of Is- 
lam again we will all become al- 


Qaida,” the students shouted. 

‘Two weeks ago in Afghanistan, 
atleast 10 people were killed in sev- 
eral days of protests over the car- 
toons but violent demonstrations 
there have largely petered out. 

The cartoons, published in a 
Danish newspaper last year and 
reprinted in European papers, 
have sparked worldwide protests 
by Muslims who believe it is blas- 
phemous to depict the Prophet. 

In a speech to the new Moroc- 
сап ambassador to the Vatican, 
the Pope said: "In order to pro- 
mote peace and understanding 
between peoples and mankind it 
is both vital and urgent that reli- 
gions and their symbols are re- 
spected and that believers are not 
the object of provocations that 
wound their religious feelings.” 

“However, intolerance and vio- 
lence can never be justified as a 
response to any offense, because 
it is a response that is incompati- 
ble with the sacred principles of 
religion," he added. 

‘Addressing an Arab League meet- 
ing in Algiers, League chief Amr 
Moussa said: "We don't want a clash 
of civilizations. We don't want a con- 
frontation with the West. What we 
want В а dialogue between our two 
civilizations.” Reuters 


WoRLDBRIEFS 
65 Mexican miners trapped 


SAN JUAN DE SABINAS, Mexico— Chances of survival dimmed on Monday 
for 65 Mexican miners trapped underground by a blast at a coal mine, where 
emergency workers wielding only picks and shovels struggled to dig 
through to the men. Family members who were gathered at the mine in the 
northern state of Coahuila grew increasingly desperate, screaming at man- 
agement for news of their loved ones. “We only want answers,” one relative 
shouted. "They don’t want to tell us anything." A rescue team got within 100 
meters of where two men had been working on a conveyor belt when Sun- 
day's gas explosion occurred, but poor ventilation and the risk of rock falls 
hampered efforts to save them. Rescuers were using only hand tools for 
fear of sparking another blast. Reuters 


23 Iraqis killed in attack 

BAGHDAD—At least 23 Iraqis were killed and 60 wounded Monday in a 
slew of attacks, including a suicide bombing in which 12 commuters burnt 
to death on a Baghdad minibus In a Shite neighborhood of northern Bagh- 
dad, an Interior ministry oficial sald, Rescue teams combed the vehicle's 
blackened hulk to extract charred human remains while eight wounded sur- 
vivors were rushed to hospital. In another bombing. 19 day laborers waiting 
to be hired for work were hurt in central Baghdad, an interior ministry offi 
cal said. The carnage could have been worse as police discovered a nearby 
car packed with explosives which had falled to go off. "1 was thrown. back 
and everything was flying around me,” said Ammar Jabbar Karim, 28, who 
was wounded in the arm and both his legs. APP 


Militants strike Nigerian oil targets anew 
WARRI, Nigeria Nigerian militants blew up anol pipeline and military 
houseboat on Monday, extending a campaign of sabotage in the world's 
eighth largest exporter which has already cut supplies by a fith. The militants, 
ho are holding nine foreign hostages, vowed to prevent Royal Dutch Snell 
from using the damaged Forcados tanker loading platform, whieh accounts 
for 15 percent of Nigerian exports, and threatened an even more devastating 
series of attacks on the whole region. “Shell Nigeria can confirm that Когето 
manifold on the Trans-Forcados pipeline was destroyed In fresh attacks early 
this morning. Also an abandoned house boat in the area was sunk," Shell said 
ina statement. No naw oil production was hit In tho atest attacks. Reuters 


Austrian court jails British historian 
VIENNA — Right-wing Bish hstoran David Irving was sentenced to three years In 
prison by an Ausiran court Monday for danying the Holocaust 17 years айо, de- 
‘spite his claim to have changed his views. Irving, 67, had pleaded guilty at the trial 
їп Vienna on a charge dating Irom 1989 of denying the Holocaust of European Jew- 
ry but insisted that he no longer questioned he exstence o gas chambers at the 
Nazis Auschwtz concentration camp. ring, a controversial igure who has had 
‘rushes with the law in several courts, appeared stunned bythe three-yoar sen- 
tence and told reporters as he walked out of court: "I'm very shocked and m going 
to appeal.” But chief judge Peter Liebetreu sald in his final decision that Irving's 


"ponfession" of changing his mind "did not seem to us remorseful." Am 
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BANGKOK—LAWMAKERS FROM THAI 
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra's ruling 
party on Tuesday urged their embattled lead- 
ег to quit, breaking ranks for the first time 
amid escalating calls for his resignation. 
‘Thaksin said he would dissolve parliament and 
force new elections if political pressures on him 
become too strong, but that he will not resign, the 
government spokesperson said Monday. 
‘Anti-Thaksin sentiment stepped up another 
notch after Chamlong Srimuang, Thaksin's men- 
torand an influential former politician, called for 
Thaksin to step down, saying Monday that he 
"no longer has the legitimacy to nun the coun- 


“Thaksin has come under heavy fire over his 
familys 73.3 billion baht ($1.9 billion) sale of its 
controlling stake in telecom giant Shin Corp. to 
Singapore's state-owned investment company. 

Critics accuse him of corruption, abuse of 
power and manipulation of laws. 

Tour members of parliament from 
Thaksin's Thai Rak Thai party on Tuesday 
joined a growing chorus of his opponents. 


Abbas, Hamas 


hold talks 
on new gov't 


GAZA—PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT MAH- 
moud Abbas, reminding Hamas of his vision 
of peace with Israel, told its leaders in talks on 
Monday he would appoint the militant 
group's choice for prime minister to form the 
next government. 

“The president will tomorrow (Tuesday) at 
6 p.m. receive Ismail Haniyeh to give him the 
official accreditation letter to form the gov- 
ernment,” said Nabil Abu Rdainah, a senior 
Abbas adviser. 

"He will clarify in the letter a number of issues 
that will need to be discussed and agreed upon,” 
Abu Rdainah said, noting Abbas repeated to 
Hamas leaders the “political vision” he spelled 
ut in a speech to parliament on Saturday. 

In his address to the Hamas-led legislature, 
‘Abbas appealed to a future Hamas govern- 
ment to recognize past interim peace accords 
and commit itself to pursuing statehood 
through talks 

Hamas, an Islamic group dedicated to the 
destruction of the Jewish state, crushed Ab- 
bas’ long-dominant Fatah faction in a Jan. 25 
election on a platform of rooting out corrup- 
tion in the Palestinian Authority. 

‘Asked what would happen if Hamas, which 
on Saturday rejected Abbas’ peace appeal, 
failed to agree policy guidelines with him, 
‘Abu Rdainah said: "We have to be patient. We 
hope the new government will continue the 
path of the old one." 

Palestinian political analysts have predict- 
ed a constitutional crisis if Abbas and Hamas. 
do not reach common ground. Reuters 


Space offered 
as alternative 
site for burial 


CAPE CANAVERAL—SCOTTY WILL ВЕ 
blasted into space—not beamed 
up—and Gordo is returning for his third 
fight. 

"he planned launch sometime in 
March of a rocket carrying the ashes of 
actor James Doohan, who played chief 
engineer Montgomery Scott on “Star 
“Trek,” and Mercury program astronaut 
Gordon Cooper will give a fitting send- 
off to two men who helped popularize 
human space exploration. 

"The craft also will hold the ashes of 
185 others, including a telephone tech- 
nician, a nurse and a college student. 

“Their families paid $995 to $5,300 for 
the fight, being conducted by one of a 
handful of growing businesses hoping to 
give a space experience to the common 
people. 

"It broadens the market, which is im- 
portant to us because our whole busi- 
hess plan is about getting more people 
access to space,” said Harvin Moore of 
Space Services Inc. of Houston, which is 
sponsoring the ashes flight. "Space 
needs to be affordable for all in some 
way" 

Along with these services, space 
tourism businesses hope to send cus 
tomers into suborbital space at a cost of 
$25,000 to $250,000 a person, far less 
than the $20 million businessman Gre- 
gory Olsen paid Russia last fall for a ride 
to the International Space Station. 
Richard Branson's company, Virgin 
Galactic, already has 100 people who 
have paid $200,000 apiece for flights, 
which the company has said it hopes to 
begin in 2008. 

Kathie Mayo knew her 19-year-old 
daughter would have loved the idea of 
having her ashes sent into space 
Rachael Mayo died in 2003 from compli- 
cations of Hodgkin's lymphoma, 

“She would have said Its about time, 
Mom, rather than keeping my ashes 
around the house,” said Kathie Mayo of 
Winona, Minnesota. AP 
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Thaksin’s key allies urge him to resign 


| want to urge Thaksin to make a sacrifice by 
resigning for the sake of nation," said Vinai Som- 
pong, a lawmaker from Bangkok. “He | has lost le- 
gitimacy since the day that he sold Shin Corp. to 
foreigners under dubious circumstances.” 

Salit Santimetaneedol, a member of parlia- 
ment from Khon Kaen province, pressed for 
the premier to step aside for a new party lead- 
er. "He should resign and appoint one of our 
lawmakers to replace him." 

Thai Rak Thai lawmakers Suphol 
Fongngam and Suthichai Janarakham made 
similar calls, saying their party is so unpopu- 
lar that if Thaksin dissolved parliament, it 
would be unlikely to win a new election. 

Political analyst Sompob Manarungsan of Chu- 
lalongkom University said the Thai Rak Thai law- 
‘makers’ opposition shows disunity within the party. 

“He has been cornered by his opponents ... 
he has to dissolve the parliament or quit, oth- 
erwise the political tension will lead to vio- 
lence,” Sompob said. 

‘Another anti-Thaksin protest Sunday is ex- 
pected to be the largest yet, due in part to the 


presence of Chamlong, who is closely associ- 
ated with the Santi Asoke Buddhist sect that 
has many thousands of adherents. 

Chamlong, a former army officer, is а 
charismatic figure who helped spearhead 
protests in 1992 that ended up ousting a mili- 
tary-backed government. While his influence 
has waned, it was demonstrated again Tues- 
day when a senior internal security official 
said he supported Chamlong's position, АР 
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Pure terrorism 


ERE MINUTES AFTER THE EXPLOSION—'AS 
M loud as a 21-gun salute," Palace employees said 
(and they should know whereof they speak when 
making such noise comparisons)—startled Malacafiang 
employees, people began to take astounding leaps of 
faith. Brig. Gen. Delfin Bangit, chief of the Presidential 
Security Group, while trying to moderate his words, pro- 
posed the theory that a “chemical com- 
EDITORIAL bustion” had occurred, although not 
: enough time had passed to justify even 
that rather pat conclusion. The President's Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor was more rash, immediately pointing 
the finger at enemies of the administration, although he 
had to backpedal on his conclusions later on. 

Within an equally short period of time, reporters began 
to receive a faxed statement from the Young Officers 
Union of the New Generation (YOUNG) and a brand-new 
entity calling itself the Reformist AFP stating that they 
had "started today a series of explosive protest activities 
that will continue and even escalate until Gloria Arroyo 
leaves the Presidency of the Philippines and departs 
Malacafiang Palace." 

YOUNG, it turns out, is a group that should not be mis- 
takeg for, another group with the same acronym: Young 
Officers Union of the new generation (YOUng), which 
has been faxing manifestos to the press signed by a "Lt. 
Col.Arsenio Alcantara,” obviously a pseudonym. Re- 
porfers noticed that the threatening press release coming 
from YOUNG was unsigned. 

To add to the confusion, on the same day, someone 
claiming to be 1st Lt. Lawrence San Juan, one of the four 
Magdalo rebel officers who escaped military detention 
last month, was interviewed over RMN radio. This person 
claimed military rebels would be “taking action before 
the end of February.” 

Yesterday, San Juan was apprehended in Batangas. The 
Arnied Forces said he was arrested at around 5:45 a.m., 
and yet, San Juan was heard over the radio, at around 7 
a.m., issuing dire warnings, including an announcement 
that rebels would undertake something drastic on Friday, 
and that residents near Malacafiang should leave the 
place for their own safety. 

The sum total of all these developments is a dangerous 
tangle of conflicting claims: the government has, on one 
hand, a well-meaning military officer (Bangit) eager to 
keep things calm, but at the expense of doing a thorough 
checking of the facts, and on the other hand, a top Palace 
official leaping to bloodcurdling conclusions at the drop 
of a hat. Then there is a group operating under an 
acronym, YOUNG, identical to a rebel group (YOUng), 
which suggests malicious plagiarism. And there is a per- 
son calling the media, speaking illogically but threaten- 
ingly, pretending to be an escaped mutineer (San Juan), 
while the circumstances surrounding the real San Juan’s 
capture strongly suggest it couldn't have been him saying 
those impractical and tactically illogical things over ra- 
dio. 

So what does the public know? It knows that a mysteri- 
ous clutch bag was discovered in the Philippine Military 
‘Academy grandstand last Saturday, a disturbing develop- 
ment after government revealed what it claimed to be a 
plot to embarrass and even kidnap, or kill, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. A few days later, a loud but not lethal 
explosion rocked the Palace, and the presidential guards 
had an immediate explanation on hand even as they were 
still gathering up the debris, while the President's alter 
ego, rattled off a list of suspects. The media were bo 
barded with faxes sporting misleading acronyms, the 
waves began carrying a voice with a spurious claim to 
identity, and the faxes and the voice both behaved in a 
manner too incredible even for committed putschists: 
stating dates and places for their actions. 

One thing is sure: terrorism is afoot. And itis terrorism 
in its purest form, using violence—or the threat of it—to 
pursue a particular political objective aimed at a civilian 
target. A dangerous game is under way, and half of the 
danger lies in the fact that at this point, no one can say 
with certainty whether this isn’t all a plot hatched by a 
government eager to provide the pretext for a state of 
emergency. Or amateurish opponents of the government 
eager to provoke a backlash, Or even perhaps, simply a 
military faction that intends to pursue revolution by ter- 
rorizing the civilian population. 


Now is the time to pass a total log ban bill 


THE GOVERNMENT IS BRAINWASHING THE 
people into believing that the landslide in 
Southern Leyte was caused by heavy rains and 
not by deforestation, even repeatedly coming 
ош with figures saying that the rainfall in the 
mountain from Feb. 1 to 16 measured 480 mil- 
limeters compared with the monthly average 
of just 137 mm. How did they know? There 
was no rain gauge on that mountain. The pro- 
paganda is obviously to absolve the govern- 
ment of negligence for allowing logging in the 
area. 

Who are they kidding? For centuries, the 
Philippines have been drenched with heavy 
rains at the beginning of every rainy sea- 
son—what we call the “siyam-siyam,” nine 
days and nine nights of continuous rains, but 
there were no landslides of the magnitude we 
are now having. Because then we still had the 
forests that held the soil together. Now we 
have landslides and floods everywhere be- 
cause the forests have been cut down by log- 
gers, both legal and illegal, and by kaingineros. 
Without trees, there are no more roots to hold 
the soil together and the rains wash them 
down the mountainsides. Without soil to sop 
up the water like blotters, the water gushes 
down to flood the lowlands. 

‘The landslides became frequent only when 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo became President, 
and especially when she appointed Mike De- 
fensor as secretary of the Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resources. Katharina 
‘Ann Berza of the Citizens Disaster Response 
Center (CDRC) noted a rising frequency in dis- 
asters (440 last year) during the last decade. I 
think the biggest disaster was when GMA be- 
came President. 

‘There is no better proof of the role of log- 
ging in the landslides and floods than in the re- 
cent disasters in Quezon and Aurora and, earli- 
er, in Ormoc, where the mud and floodwaters 
that buried the villages below carried with 
them thousands of logs cut by illegal loggers. 

The government now says there was no log- 
sing in the mountains above St. Bemard, the 
municipality where new landslides brought 
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death and destruction to Barangay Guinsaugon 
and wiped it off the map. Of course. The loggers 
have already left because there are no more 
trees to cut. Sen. Aquilino Pimentel Jr. told the 
Kapihan sa Manila last Monday (the other 
guests were Sen. Alfredo Lim and Rep. Robert 
“Dodot” Jaworski Jr) that in 1986 or 1987, 45 
farmers meeting in a chapel in the neighboring 
barangay of Sogod to discuss how to fight the 
loggers in the mountains, were massacred by 
armed men believed to be guards of the logging 
‘company. There was only one survivor but no 
suspects have been arrested until now. 

With the Southern Leyte tragedy and that of 
‘Aurora and Quezon, there is no better time to 
pass legislation for a total log ban. Pimentel re- 
called that he filed a bill calling for a total log 
ban when he first became a senator. The bill 
was passed by both the Senate and the House 
of Representatives, but during the conference 
committee meeting to reconcile the two ver- 
sions, the House contingent did not show up 
and so the bill was not passed by the plenary 
‘until Congress adjourned. 

That is not surprising. Many members of 
Congress were loggers or protectors of loggers. 
Some prominent political families in Min- 
danao, like the Antoninos, the Almendrases 
and the Plazas, launched their political careers 
with wealth derived from logging. (Most of 
their former logging concessions in their home 
provinces are bald until now, although their 
logging contracts with the government man- 
dated them to reforest their concessions.) So 
how can we expect members of Congress to 
pass legislation for a total log ban? 

‘Another law that should be passed is one 
separating the Department of Environment 


from the Department of Natural Resources. 
The present DENR has two contradictory func- 
tions: one, to preserve the environment, and 
the other, to exploit the natural resources. You 
can't do both efficiently at the same time be- 
cause they cancel out each other. The Depart- 
ment of Environment should rank higher than 
the Department of Natural Resources, even 
higher than the Environmental Protection 
‘Agency of the United States which is under the 
Office of the President because it can be influ 
enced by the president who, in turn, can be in- 
fluenced by politicians and businessmen. It 
should be an independent constitutional body 
with automatic budget appropriations. 


A resident of a neighboring barangay that 
escaped the fate of Guinsaugon swears that 
they were spared because a white lady ap- 
peared to her and told her a disaster was go- 
ing to happen. She said several other people 
saw the lady. She said the whole barangay 
prayed the rosary and that probably saved 
them. 

The story could be true or false, but I am 
sure more people would like to believe it. 
Filipinos are suckers for “miracle” stories. 
Which is probably why the priest in the 
church I went to last Tuesday chose it as the 
subject of his sermon. He said God was try- 
ing to tell us something or punishing us and 
recalled stories in the Bible in which God 
punished the people for their sins, such as 
the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
the great flood that killed everything and 
everybody except the humans and animals 
in Noah’s Ark, and the plague that afflicted 
Pharaoh’s Egypt because he wouldn't let the 
Israelites go. 

“Could God be punishing us because our 
President wouldn't let go?" he asked, and 
the people snickered. "Maybe the disasters 
will stop when she steps down.” 

“Abraham was willing to sacrifice his own 
son to please God,” he continued. “Why 
can't she sacrifice Malacafiang to save her 
people?” 


When will they ever learn? 


TWO THINGS I REMEMBER BEFORE AND 
after Marcos fell. 

The first is that the talk in the years before 
Edsa was about succession. The question ev- 
егуопе was asking then (as now) was: But who 
is going to succeed Marcos? Or who is the al- 
ternative to Marcos? 

‘At the time, no one seemed to fit the bill. 
Marcos achieved that illusion first of all by sys- 
tematically weeding the field of potential rivals 
and successors. Fearing the military in particu- 
Jar—the Frankenstein monster of his own mak- 
ing—he held on to the generals who were loyal 
to him well past their retirement age. A practice 
that was not without its internal contradiction: 
the “overstaying generals" blocked the upward 
mobility of their younger counterparts, which 
made fora lot of grumbling in the ranks. 

‘Among his own people in government, he 
practiced divide-and-rule, allowing, indeed 
encouraging, bickering among them. Protégés 
rose and fell, Juan Ponce Enrile, the fair-haired 
boy at the start of martial law, among them. 
Lest we forget, Enrile, like Marcos himself, was 
not a soldier, notwithstanding that he was the 
martial law minister of defense and struck 
martial poses—among others, toting Galil 
during the Edsa victory. Marcos wasn't а sol- 
dier either, norwithstanding that he presided 
over a military coup. He just did a lot of martial 
posturing, aided by the myth of his fake guer- 
rilla exploits and fake medals. Both he and En- 
rile were lawyers, and concededly clever ones. 

‘The opposition Marcos caricatured, with no. 
‘small help from the muzzled press. And at the 
time atleast (as today), the opposition seemed 
to live up to the caricature. Marcos liked com- 
paring Cory's and Butz's IQ, political and oth- 
erwise, to his and asking the nation if they pre- 
ferred the quality of leadership they represent- 
ей to him. He called the political exiles in the 
United States “steak commandos,” in reference 
to their presumably indulgent lifestyle, a term 
that stuck. And, completely reminiscent of to- 
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day, he harped on the fact that they couldn't 
get their act together, accusing each one of 
them of eyeing power for himself. 

Marcos achieved the illusion, secondly by self- 
advertisement. He of course never directly 
praised himsel GMA would go past him in that 
respect (‘wala silang plano, meron ako; wala 
silang direksyon, meron ako..." [they have no 
plans, I do; they have no direction, 1do]—but he 
never passed up the chance to aggrandize him- 
self. He had an entire propaganda apparatus for 
the purpose. He (or Imelda) bathed the world in 
myth, having himself and Imelda painted as 
Malakas and Maganda, and he had a history of 
the nation written with him as its apotheosis—he 
was its destiny. The muzzled press extolled his 
virtues on a daily basis. He had even the Ameri- 
cans believing there was truly no alternative to 
him, no one could lead the nation after him, the 
Reagan administration till the end was still con- 
cocting transitional plans that included him in 
the belief that he was part of the solution even as 
һе was the source of the problem. 

Until Edsa erupted with the suddenness of 
Mt. Pinatubo exploding, Marcos seemed des- 
tined to last if not forever at least a long, long 
time, notwithstanding the corruption and rot- 
tenness that pervaded his regime and the depth 
of cynicism and despair that gripped the nation. 

The second thing 1 remember was when 
Marcos fell. With the suddenness of early 
morning mist dissipating in the sun, gone 
‘overnight was the inevitability and formidabil- 
ity of the martial law regime, and indeed of 
Marcos, an inevitability and formidability that 


had stood for 14 years. For the martial law ba- 
bies in particular, for whom the only president 
they had ever known was Marcos, it carried 
with it the shock of revelation. The astonishing 
thing was not that the martial law regime had 
finally ended, the astonishing thing was that it 
had lasted that long 

Indeed, the wonder was not that Marcos had 
finally been succeeded, the wonder was that he 
had not been succeeded sooner. Without power, 
Marcos was nothing, just a hollow man, a scare- 
crow twisting in the wind, a braggart who had 
lost his audience. The idea that no one could 
possibly succeed him was suddenly the most ab- 
surd thing in the world. Given where he had 
driven the country to, which was to the dogs, a 
dog would have made a better alternative. Giv- 
еп where he had driven the country to, which 
was to fall from being second only to Japan at 
the start of his term to being second only to 
Bangladesh by the end of it, a housewife would 
have made a better alternative. 

‘And did—though as it turned out, not much 
better (but that is another story). Suddenly, af- 
ter Marcos fell, the one person he had depicted 
as “walang alam” and the one person the for- 
eign media had lauded as the Asian Joan of Are 
seemed to radiate the patina of inevitability and 
formidability about her. Suddenly, the notion 
that "President Cory" was an oxymoron or con- 
tradiction in terms (as would be the notion of 
“President Erap” much, much later, until he be- 
‘came so) would seem the most ridiculous thing 
in the world. All of which only proves that such. 
is the nature of power, it always gives its wearer 
a perfect fit. Until the next one comes along. 

'No, there is nothing inevitable about tyran- 
ny, there is nothing unchangeable about 
tyrants. In fact, the only inevitable thing about 
tyranny is that it ends. And the only unchange- 
able thing about tyrants is that they suck. 
When will they ever learn? as the song "Where. 
Have All the Flowers Gone” goes. 

Аһ, yes. When will they ever learn? 
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‘THE FOUR DAYS, FROM РЕВ, 22 TO 25, 1986, 
were the shortest four days that changed the 
course of Philippine history. But 20 years after the 
People Power Revolution on Edsa, the nation re- 
members the event with waning enthusiasm. The 
official commemoration is muted, and the Arroyo 
administration, which is a beneficiary of Edsa Піп 
2001, has discouraged mass public demonstra- 
tions in remembrance of Edsa I, fearing perhaps 
that Edsa as a weapon for political change has a 
double cutting edge that can wound its possessor. 

The tepid commemoration highlights the ten- 
sions that have dissolved the original coalition of 
February 1986, as some of its leading lights have 
gone separate ways. Former President Corazon 
Aquino, former Defense Minister Juan Ponce En- 
rile and retired Gen. Fidel Ramos have been shift- 
ing alliances in the past 20 years. 

Perhaps, we are no worse off than the grand 
coalitions of history which broke up after their mil- 
itary triumphs, as did the grand coalition that de- 
feated Nazi Germany in 1945: the Western Allies 
and the former Soviet Union. Within a year after 
the fall of Berlin, Winston Churchill, in 1946, 
warned that “From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in 
the Adriatic an iron curtain has descended across 
the Continent” after communist regimes spon- 
sored by Moscow had seized power in the liberat- 
ed states of Eastern and Central Europe. 

The purpose of remembrance of great events, 
like Edsa, is that the younger generations, who 
were not witness to the unfolding of history, do 
not forget the struggle of those who were caught 
in the flood tides of history, so that the tragedies 
of history will not happen again. Edsa was essen- 
ally the culmination of the struggle of the Fil- 
ipino people to liberate themselves from 14 years 
of the dictatorship of Ferdinand Marcos. 

‘This is what the nation is trying to remember 
today, but remembrance cannot be revived by the 
reenactment of the ceremonies focusing on the 
theatrical role ofleading lights who occupied cen- 
ter stage in that uprising. There is today a strong 


ITS NOT AS IF THE FILIPINO PEOPLE WILL 
forget anytime soon most of the people profiled in 
the book "Heroes," published by Alay sa Bansa (AL- 
АВ) foundation and launched last Monday, Feb. 
20, conceded by most as the date that marks the. 
start of the glorious first "People Power" uprising. 

‘Who will forget, and when will we forget, people 
like Lorenzo Tafiada, Jovito Salonga, Jose Diokno, 
Soc Rodrigo, Dofia Aurora Aquino, Don Chino Ro- 
ces, Cecilia Muñoz Palma, Eggie Apostol, Fr James 
В, Reuter, S.J., and their younger colleagues in the 
struggle: Evelio Javier, Joker Arroyo, Alran Beng- 
zon, Jaime Ongpin, Teodoro Locsin, Jr, Rene 
Saguisag, Renato de Villa and June Keithley? 

‘And as long as we remember Edsa and the events 
that transpired before and during those four days, 
we will also remember the Namfrel volunteers and 
the "Marvelous 35" computer operators at the Com- 
elec count whose actions brought the world's atten- 
tion to the fraudulent 1986 elections that directly 
ed to Edsa. And who could ever forget the pictures 
of that confrontation between the Marines atop 
their tanks and the nuns armed only with rosaries, 
the women religious putting their lives on the line 
оп the front lines of Edsa, and their hearts in their 
prayers behind the walls oftheir convents? 

No, we won't forget them anytime soon, but 
there's a generation of Filipinos, the majority of 
our population, who know of them only vaguely, 
who do not in the strictest sense remember them 
but only faintly recognize their names and per- 
haps their reputations. 

In the immediate, euphoric wake of the events 
at Edsa years ago, most of the books and media 
productions about it centered on the main charac- 
ters on the drama: Ninoy and Cory Aquino, Ferdi- 
nand and Imelda Marcos, Jaime Cardinal Sin, Butz 
‘Aquino, Juan Ponce Enrile, Fidel V. Ramos, even 
Gringo Honasan. Through their stories and their 
words, the events of Edsa are told, refracting histo- 
1y through their viewpoints and biases, shaping 
‘our perceptions and perhaps even our memories. 

On the other extreme, other books sought to tell 
the story of Edsa by using the voices of the “little 
people," ordinary citizens who provided the "peo- 


URBAN LEGENDS IN PHILIPPINE HISTORY 
fascinate me. While some people search for the 
“White Lady” of Balete Drive or Robina Gokong- 
weis "Snake Twin" lurking in department store 
dressing rooms, 1 try to find the elusive “Kapre” 
that fives in an ancient mango tree near the 
Emilio Aguinaldo house in Kawit or Andres Boni- 
facio's love child from a place aptly named Libog 
(now Sto. Domingo) in Albay. It was thus stupid 
of me to presume that the most incredible Rizal 
urban legend was that be was the father of Adolf 
Hitler, the result of an indiscretion with a prosti- 
tute in Vienna. The most current urban legend is 
that Rizal is Jack the Ripper! 

‘Textbook history tells us that Rizal was in Lon- 
don from May 1888 to January 1889, in the British. 
Library copying "Sucesos de las islas Filipinas" by 
hand because there were no photocopying ma- 
chines at the time. Jack the Ripper was active 
around this time, and since we do now know what 
Rizal did at night or on the days he was not in the 
library, some people would like to believe Rizal is 
suspect. They argue that when Rizal left London, 
the Ripper murders stopped. They say that Jack 
the Ripper must have had some medical training, 
based on the way his victims were mutilated. 
Rizal, of course, was a doctor. Jack the Ripper liked 
women, and so did our own Rizal. And, this is so 
obvious that it is overlooked by many, Jose Rizal's 
initials match those of Jack the Ripper! 

For someone who wrote a great deal on the 
most ordinary things, Rizal only made passing 
reference to Jack the Ripper in an essay on the 
Guardia Civil he wrote in the April 30, 1890 issue 
of La Solidaridad. Can this be added to the flimsy 
but growing list of circumstantial evidence to 
make Rizal a suspect? 

1f you open the Jack the Ripper website, you 
will find Rizal's name on the long list of suspects. 
‘There is even a forum dedicated to Rizal, begun 
by a certain “Amateursleuth” who signs in al- 
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current of recollections of the First and Second 
World Wars, shown in documentaries on TV 
based on black-and-white films. These films cap- 
ture reality in the context of anecdotal recollec- 
tions of people of their experiences in events that 
touched their lives. There is today a strong re- 
vival of memoirs and diaries of bit players of his- 
tory without whose recollections the reconstruc- 
tion of history would be incomplete and distort- 
ed. Their memoirs redress the bias that extols the 
exploits of the leaders in great battles, ignoring 
the toils of the foot soldiers in the trenches. 

Despite the official effort to lower the profile of 
public demonstrations in the Edsa memorial, rec- 
ellections of the unheralded participants in that 
event cannot any longer be entombed in diaries. 
‘They are coming forward to tel their story. 

‘We have already heard and read too much of 
Ramos, Cory Aquino, Enrile, Jaime Cardinal Sin, 
the RAM glamour boys, swaggering with their Uzi 
sub-machine guns slung across their shoulders, 
some of the generals who switched allegiance at 
critical moments, and some high-profile politi- 
cians in the anti-Marcos movements. But Edsa 
does not belong to these high-profile actors who 
have written the history of Edsa from. 
of view. Their picture of history is the elit 
history as shaped by them—from the top. We 
should not forget that Edsa was a human flood of 
тоге than а million nameless and faceless people 
who thronged the street of their own accord, with- 
out expectation of rewards, without regard to risks 
as they faced tanks and APCs. 

"The significant development of the 20% an- 
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ple power" on those four days. Collating anec- 
dotes, diary entries, first-person accounts and let- 
ters, the books give us the story from the ground 
up, providing multiple points of view from which 
we could piece together the entire tale. 

THE GAP in the narrative lies in the stories the 
people profiled in "Heroes" tell. They are sig- 
nificant political personages who helped 
guide the central Edsa figures through the de- 
cisions that led to the turning point. They were 
eyewitnesses to history who were not content 
to just watch events unfold but sought to influ- 
ence it in whatever way they could. They are 
otherwise ordinary folk who seized the oppor- 
tunity or rose to the challenge, even ifit meant 
sacrificing their safety and their lives. 

Most of all, as Fr. Carmelo Caluag writes in his 
Afterword, they are people who made choices: 
“choices people made, choices that led to the 
heroic because they created something larger 
than themselves, a story larger than life." 

Jaime Bengzon, profiling his father Alran, 
explains what the book is all about: "What be- 
came evident was that, ironically, the people 
about whom he had the greatest reserva- 
tions—those who didn't know him or of his 
role in Edsa, and those who didn't know of Ed- 
sa at all—were precisely the people for whom 
my father's story, indeed this whole book, has 
real value. At its heart Edsa occurred not be- 
cause of the people who are now considered 
the major players. It happened because of or- 
dinary citizens, people who became reluctant 
heroes. People like my father. 
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legediy from Canada and signs the postings 
"Karen." Her first posting lists the following data: 

“In 1888, he was staying with the Beckett fam- 
ily at 37 Chalcot Crescent in Camden [London]; 
Не was a doctor (ophthalmologist); He was good 
with weapons (was called ‘the swordsman’); He 
was a Malay; He was proficient in the martial 
arts; He would have been 27 at the time of the 
Ripper killings; He was short, had dark skin, dark 
һай, and dark eyes; He came from a well to do 
family, was well dressed and looked respectable; 
He came to London on May 24, 1888 on the ship 
City of Rome; He left London in January of 1889, 
and the Ripper killings stopped; He was multi- 
talented (could speak many languages, was a 
writer, poet, author, sculptor, artist); He was exe- 
cuted in the Philippines on December 30, 1896 at 
the age of 35; Had a romantic relationship with 
Gertrude Beckett—the daughter of Charles Beck- 
еп; He wrote letters to his friend Blumentritt 
from London, however there were no letters writ- 
ten to his family or friends from July 1888-Nov. 
14, 1888; After he died, his mother tried to pro- 
cure his assets which consisted of some pretty 
nice jewelry, including gold cuff links and other 
baubles of diamonds and amethysts (gold chain 
with a red stone seal?); I think this man warrants 
further investigation, which I intend to do." 

‘She provided a photo of Rizal from an Argen- 
tinian website leading a certain Glenn Anders- 
son, writer and historian, to remark: 

“An interesting character; good luck with the 


niversary commemoration is the emergence of 
recollections by more people who went to the 
streets and by lesser known players in the People 
Power Revolution that shook the world. These 
recollections are filling the gaps of history. These 
memoirs are revising history from the view of the 
inchoate and less articulate mass on the ground. 

Edsa belongs to the people. They have stories 
to tell. It is the task of historians to tap these 
memories. So far, during these past 20 years, our 
version of history based on the elite’s recollec- 
tions, has fostered the myth that Edsa represent- 
ей the capture of People Power by the elite. The 
members of the young generation who were not 
їп the center of action in February 1986 cannot 
relate with the intoxicating atmosphere of that 
‘moment without being told what drove the mass- 
esto join the Edsa movement. 

There has been a tendency to highlight mili- 
tary intervention in Edsa I and Edsa П as the criti- 
cal factor in ousting Marcos and in bringing about 
the collapse of the government of President 
Joseph Estrada, This interpretation of political 
change since 1986 tends to devalue the impor- 
tance of civil institutions, mass movements and 
legal/constitutional processes as frameworks 
within which to change governments. It fosters 
dependence on undemocratic institutions—such 
as the military—as agents of political change. 

An overemphasis on military memoirs in the 
revision of Edsa's history tends to fortify the view 
held by the military component of the 1986 mili- 
tary mutiny in Camp Aguinaldo that it was the 
military rebellion that was mainly responsible for 
the overthrow of the Marcos regime. This inter- 
pretation installs its own heroes in the struggle 
against the dictatorship. This view runs counter 
to the interpretation that it was the civilians, re- 
sponding to calls of civil society leaders, who 
saved the rebellious soldiers from slaughter by 
loyal Marcos troops. 

These two views of Edsa history are colliding in 
this week's commemoration. E 


Writing of Linda Kapunan and the other 
computer programmers whose walkout from. 
the Comelec count bolstered popular percep- 
tion that the election results had been rigged, 
Sylvia Mayuga quotes Linda on how they rose 
to the occasion: "Any basically decent person 
would have done the same thing." 

ANOTHER value particular to "Heroes" is the back 
story to Edsa. As the profiles of Salonga, Rodrigo, 
Tañada, et al make clear, the road to Edsa was 
paved years, decades before the uprising. The foun- 
ation was laid by these statesmen who cut their 
teeth on the movement for nationalism, who carved 
their careers on the keystones of integrity and ser- 
vice to nation, who allied with restive youngsters 
during the martial law years, and who finally joined 
their personal grief and anger with that of the peo- 
ple after Ninoy Aquino was murdered. 

Manuel Quezon III, profiling Jovito Salonga, 
writes for his generation, “the heirs of the peo- 
ples victory" who voted for Salonga in his last, 
valiant try at the presidency and “went down to 
marginalized defeat with our septuagenarian 
candidate. But at least, for once in our life, we 
had no cause to regret our vote.” 

Sr. Mary John Mananzan, standing in for the 
hundreds of women religious and varied reli- 
gious congregations who sent their "marines" out 
to Edsa, also points out that were it not for the 
years of organizing and protesting work among 
the sisters during the anti-dictatorship struggle, 
the nuns would not have been as visible then or 
now. Without the sisters’ previous exposure to 
and immersion in the struggles of the poor and 
dispossessed, she says, “even if the Pope had 
made the call, they would not have heeded it.” 

What the figures in “Heroes” tell us, then, is 
that heroism may emerge from a moment of 
grace and tension, the few seconds in which one 
has to make up one's mind, draw one's breath, 
and steel one's nerves. But without a lifetime of 
making choices—painful, difficult, reluctant and 
unwanted as these may have been—the moment 
of heroism would have simply passed them by. 


research and come back with more when you can. 
With such South American features, doubt that 
he fits in well with the possible sightings, bur then 
оп the other hand, we can't be sure that any of 
those witnesses saw the Ripper anyway. After all 
foreign suspects from those parts were under 
vestigation by the police at the time.” 

Then somebody remarked that Rizal was in 
Paris at the time one of the victims, Annie Chap- 
man, was cut up leading "Karen" to reply: 

“OK, maybe he didn't kill Annie Chapman, but 
he had a friend called Dr. Antonio Regidor who 
could have killed her. Rizal stayed with him in 
London prior to moving in with the Becketts. Dr. 
Regidor was also from Manila. They were quite 
close.” 

Tt was also noted that one of the Ripper victims 
was buried in the same cemetery where Regidor 
and his family presently lie in peace. Karen later 
added: 

"Since Dr. Rizal was in Paris between Sept. 4 
and Sept. 10, 1888, itis therefore impossible for 
him to have killed Annie Chapman. However, af- 
ter some digging, I discovered that Rizal had a 
good friend named Dr. Reinhold Rost who lived 
approximately 1 block from the Beckens’ at 1 
Elsworthy Terrace, Camden." 

"The most incredible piece of information—and 
absolutely untrustworthy—is that some time 
January 1986, the present owners of the London 
apartment Rizal stayed in discovered a trunk in 
their attic that contained a diary where Rizal con- 
fesses to the Whitechapel murders and a glass jar 
with half a human kidney preserved in alcohol! 

All these tales are ridiculous, but in life and 
death Rizal continues to fascinate, and tales con- 
tinue to be spun around him, keeping him current 
and interesting a century after his execution. 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
neo.edu 


WHENEVER WE HAVE A DISASTER, LIKE THE LANDSLIDE 

in Southern Leyte, we hear environmentalists warning us 
that the tragedies are nature's way of getting back at us for- ;= 
our excesses. 

‘That metaphor of a spiteful nature is a powerful one, and 
is intended to get people to be more respectful of nature, but 
Td question it for two reasons. First, this view of nature 
makes us look at her 
with too much fear, ү 
sometimes to the 
point of seeing her as 
an adversary. Second, 
this view isn't scien- 
tific at all. 

Living much more Michael. 
closely with nature, 
our ancestors developed animist beliefs that mixed respect 
and fear. Our ancestors believed we were surrounded by 
spirits, both benevolent and malevolent, each with their own 
territories, from anthills and trees to entire mountains. The 
response tended to be one of avoiding places that were unfa- 
miliar and remote, lest spirits there be angered. 

These animist views remain strong in this 21st century. 
Drive down any major highway, and you're bound to sud- 
denly find a tree in the middle. Ask around and you're sure. 
to hear that construction workers refused to cut down the 
tree because they believed it had occupants. Many of the 
stories will include accounts of accidents, even deaths,, 
among the construction crew as they tried to build the high- 
way 

These practices remain widespread, even in cities. Archi- 
tects and contractors routinely sacrifice chickens before con, £4 
struction or renovation, and acknowledge that they do this) 
more for the peace of mind of the workers, burly macho 
types who fear the spirits of the place. = 

Б 


Modernity 
Paradoxically, while we avoid or step aside in deference to, 
nature, our fear also sometimes drives us to another extreme 
of trying to obliterate nature. $5 
We see modernity and technology as ways of taming, ever. 
conquering nature. I've seen so many homes with huge lots, " 
but without a garden, concrete poured to cover every inch of ' 
soil, every last reminder of nature. КУ 
One of my biggest frustrations organizing conferences _„ 
and workshops in the Philippines has been the lack of hotels (3 
that have retained some view of nature. Last year when 1 was 
organizing an international meeting, 1 realized, with sad- 
ness, that most of the best hotels along Roxas Boulevard da 
not have a single function room with a view of Manila Bay! Init 
was also hard pressed to find rooms with a view of trees or at. п, 
least gardens. One hotel manager told me that this was in 
tentional, to keep the participants from getting distracted by, 
the outside world (read: nature). ^ 
Fear puts us in an adversarial relationship with nature? Of 
Anything undomesticated—plants or animals—are sent!) 
as dangerous. Even at UB where people constantly talk im , 
about environmental conservation, there are still blind, ^ 
spots. For example, whenever we talk about "moderniza- vu 
tion" of facilities, the faculty and students immediately» 
propose air-conditioned rooms. The windowless mallsy aul 
hotels, offices and classrooms represent our attempts ta 
conquer nature. j x 
Gaia. I 
Until disaster strikes. . and we once again acknowledge 4^) 
the power of nature and talk about respecting nature. А! 
least for the short-term, the fear factor works. asi 
We need alternative views of nature that go beyond fear. [оу 
Tm thinking of the Gaia hypothesis, named after the Greek y 
goddess of the earth and first systematically proposed by the E 
Sinospheric chemist James Lovelock and biologist Lym"! 
Margulis in 1979. Put simply, the Gaia hypothesis views all of 
nature as one living organism that maintains conditions necty 3 
essary for its survival. The planet earth can therefore be seen, 
as one living organism (or even as one cell, according to the „| 
biologist Lewis Thomas), within which all life is locked into) pu 
each other in self-regulating cycles. ^nt, 
First dismissed as romanticist and unrealistic, the Gaia hy» £113 
pothesis has since gained more adherents as scientists realey 
ized the hypothesis was quite powerful in helping to predic. » 
‘scenarios for the future. f 
Some of the attempted predictions can be quite complicat D! 
ed. For example, what would happen if we continue to дет". 
plete the ozone layer as we do today, in terms of temperature [1 
Change? And for every fraction of one degree of temperature, 
change, what might happen to sea levels, to rainfall and oth- | 
fr atmospheric variables? How would these in turn affect 1 
food production, disease patterns? " 
Other predictions are based on common sense, and cari? 
be quite localized. Our fishing communities, for example,ny, 
seem to understand that as their population grows, they get,, , į 
less fish. They begin to understand that natural resources. 4, 
are not infinite, that when you take from the sea and don't" 
give anything back, its resources are depleted. What. thes 
fisherfolk may not see though are the other chains of natus №, 
ral reactions that follow the fish depletion: chain reactions, >» 
that lead to a dwindling of other marine resources besides, 
fish, changes in the sea itself. Ies harder to see how the 
changes in the marine environment will affect all other as-' t 
pects of life on the planet, on the land, in the atmosphere: ; 
Some of the changes will have no effect on human commu. |y 
nities, others can be quite dramatic, from landslides to E] .,, 
Niño or La Niña. S 
The Gaia hypothesis forces us to think in terms of systems, 3 
and in the long term. Who would have thought that the con- " 
version of forest lands into coconut plantations in St. 
Bernard, dating back to the 1920s, would eventually con- ++ 
verge with other developments—growing population, the 
Joss of other trees and, finally, the heavy rainfall over the last 
few weeks—to challenge nature? Nature had to make tough: 
"choices." In this case, she didn’t “punish” humans. What she 
did was to dispense with the mountain, allowing it to fall to 14 
the earth where, unfortunately, several thousand peopléy,/, 
lived. ё 
Each environmental crisis poses new challenges, and usi. 
ing the Gaia hypothesis, we have to be conscious about how, ' + 
ош perceived solutions relate to the entire living organism 
that is the planet. ow 
We see hunger and poverty in our communities, and мен iv 
think, hey the solution is "development." Our national lead, 
ers tell us we need the mining companies to create jobs, 
bring in foreign exchange and lift people out of their poverty. "^ 
St. Bernard is rich in gold and silver and, in their misery, resi- ^J" 
dents may actually welcome the companies into their ared!; 
‘without thinking of what the mining operations might meam ti 
in the long term. n 
When the environment comes under pressure, humans, py 
are actually quite dispensable. After all, we've only beer 
around about 100,000 years on a planet that’s had life forms "t4 
for about 3 billion years. We are the greatest sources of stress, W 
for the planet, and yet we are really quite inessential to зу эд 
survival in the long run. „зд 
"The Gain hypothesis suggests that we work with nature, qy 
understanding that when we take something from the plan; 
cet, we need to return something. Ultimately it’s our choices, "ч 
that create the conditions for our own survival, or ехіпсі U! 
Чоп. 
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peer Against Crew's mining project 


I] 
LETTERS =2: THIS is A REACTION TO THE Secretary Heherson Alvarez him- 
[ALMOST FELLOFFMYSBATUP- for reasons that he loneknows. consideration of inefficient US in- УС" = Talk of the Town section last eb, self said: "What does it gain a na- 
on reading the headline “Gore: And suddenly before a capve dustries is the profit margins in a 1 5 
Earth is now at risk, Lets saveit” audience of political leaders, busi- US-dominated global free trade : 
(pI, 2/10/04) леззтеп and members of the -The United States knows that most 
TL my kindest, 1 сап say the diplomatic corps, he now sees the of the greenhouse gas emission 
statement constituted the height need for а global consensus to that causes global warming comes House award ‘the | 
of hypocrisy, Orwellian double combat global warming, a phe- from inefficient US industries. 1а is not fake Philippines: Д and fisherfolks, endangering the 
talk, at its worst. nomenon that his country refuses hindsight, Clinton now believes 1. It is true that “there had been food security of our people?" 
While I appreciate the former (о address by its continued refusal the United States should have INQUIRER COLUMNIST NEAL calls to block Aglubang Mining 4. Crew professes that it treats 
US vice president's concer for do- to accede tothe Kyoto Protocol. signed the Kyoto Protocol. CHEN inion thee the Cia ооа ae DN SE дь indigenous peoples equally 
USvice руп] conserva. The fact is, the United States Тһе United States—more than gressional Medal of Achievement have been persistently going on and promises them great benefits, 
оп апа ecological balance, think апа Canada contribute to global the developing countries, whose award is “fake” is a highly unethi- even before the disastrous Goods But what it falls to declare is that 
tion АА serve him well fhe deliv. warming more than any other contribution to global warming is cal attack on the House of Repre- that struck Calapan City and its 9,720 hectares covered by its ap- 
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America and global warming 


3 tion to be short-sighted and merely 
In behalf of the stakeholder think of money when an irrepara- 
communities of Mindoro, [would Ме damage to the environment 
like to present our real objections will cost human lives, health and 
to the mining project of Crew- livelihood capacity of our farmers 


Gee 


d Mt message to curent US country in the world. Not even neglgible—should shoulder the sentatives, based on wrong infor- neighboring towns last December plication is inside the ancestral 
tare eel which is aimed atad- global warming. Canada has esto doso- ItrefusestosigntheKy- not give out “fake awards.” The not only from the Church, indige- more deplorable is the way a 
P mbat. Gore, when he was still refuse to sign the “Kyoto Agree- the US govemment, be it Republi- Second Regular Session of the sanggunians (councils) of the af- project a facade of acceptability. 
‘rd have convinced then US lobby This means, more than sus- Office of Sen. Kiko Pangilinan, tuting A Congressional Medal of orleans dilanda Syan wia- ийин nee a ois ne DUE 

esie А. Rebcsemsnorbnum ipee. жой nickel nerves is шону 
Strengthen Charter mechanism for fighting graft 

RT provinces critical watershed. Strip With all the hullabaloo about 
spelled out seven core proposals. constitutional creature, at parwith Бе second only to the Supreme tion, he could have obtained from al lands, loss of biodiversity, etc. the CBCP's position that “the 
‘Strengthen the constitutional to discharge their duties free from of government will be an exercise то attempt to picture the Con- er Metals, which was commissioned porations are outweighed by the 
A vice to the distinguished men and make Mindoro “one of the richest brothers and sisters, and the risks 
jtially takes cognizance of com- ganbayan justices. that is efficient, honest, clean and 

id hat ety, a that mining will cause to the envi- —FR. EDWIN A. GARIGUEZ, 

‘constitutional body; on the other Commission on Audit and Civil — Ifwe look back at history—into 
[has jurisdiction over ай the cases tion provides for their creation. Rome and China, to mention а EK оаа 
[but does not create the Sandigan- equally sensitive as, if not more organization and breakdown of Sele 2/17/06) The vow was made by  fessions, educational institutions, 
lis removable only by impeach- Finally, in order to give Sandi- power. Certainly, we do not relish witness to the award cere- пештеп, including leaders of for- of the conditions attached to the 
{no fiscal autonomy and itsjustices guardians of morality and integri- such an experience. three Asian political Juminaries Club, Panganiban made the same Bank, the Asian Development 
Pals. etm NE. residingjstce, Congress: President Pervez Is the vow an advance notice tional Development and the Aus- 

last yeas, and President Kalam of to question before the Supreme 1 Panganiban's pledge a signal 
le right approach to Muslim up- democracy (and freedom of defamation. DotheDanish cartoons quirer, I expect its opinion writers by the World Bank, the Interna- under his watch, they may liberal- 
бет, don’t give up an inch. Free- Democracy assumes that we do some degree, perhaps. But in US —ROBERTOR NAZARENO, our foreign debts? the benefit of transnational corpo- 
{spen just a little to “undemocratic belief. —BRIAN BROTARLO, National Government Center, right the nationalist provisions of —AMADO GAT INCIONG, 


President George W Bush who, to China or India can approximate bulk of the burden in the effort to mation. (PDI, 2/20/06) 2006. In fact, the opposition tothe domains of the Alangan and 
dressing global warming, the very signed the Kyoto Protocol. eee dita pan awed Crux inpar wes a ee oe oe эше has been ma- 
the vice president already known ment on Climate Change"? Be. can-of Democrat dominated. DR Onea Siah nue а aes сы х UU шыш әрле SS 
President ВШ Clinton to sign the  tainable environmental protection Rm603, Philippine Senate, Achievement to enable the House Бетси in the province. 5. Lastly, the claim that the 

ers Who Have Distinguished боп but from the fact that the min- misleading and needs to be sub- 
ÍN THEIR HASTE TO CHANGE The proposed Charter change In other words, in the hierarchy of mining poses the risks of erosion, mining as the “ticket to progress,” 

ge Had Cruz opted to be more Bid he 

None of these proposed amend- the Ombudsman. Thus, thejustices Court ee seen rente MU ee | шыл promised economic benefits of 
тев ат for fighting graft and any sort of pressure or harassment, іп Futility if we will not provide in gress bytbemiingcompenyitsef dislocation of communities, espe- 
fi gressional Medal of Achievement 
Under Our present Constitu- dermine the independence, impar- saty ways and measures to estab- 

women who have received it and provinces in the country" is ludi- хо health and livelihood and mas- 
{Майте against corrupt govem- То ensure the independence of impervious to graft and comup- 

mae d ertet а Tomment. “Former Environment Bishop's Residence, Calapan City 
"har the Ombudsman may file, is Why not the Sandiganbayan, (оо, few—we will sure see that corrup- this does not bar the Senate from «sc VOWS NO INTERFERENCE IN іріпоз special rights to our natural 
‘bayan (Nuñez vs. Sandiganbayan significant than, the above-men- societies, ultimately leading to the On three occasions, even Sen- new Supreme Court Chief Justice mass media and advertising. 
‘ment and his office has fiscal au- ganbayan justices the prestige and the thought that the Philippines monies—when Speaker Jose de eign chambers of commerce. Earli- loans and grants obtained by the 

ге removable like any ordinary ty in public service, they should be perience, e paparan, Priore they addressed the Joint vow before the Philippine Consti- Bank, the European Community, 

| Musharraf of Pakistan and Presi- that underPanganiban'swatch,it tralian Agency for International 
; А 5 pp me 
*Undemocratic hatred' and religious fanaticism 

India early this month. Court economic policies imple- to the agents of globalization in 
he ger Rhe "Mohammed car. speech) more vulnerable to fa- defame, inspire hatred and preju- to be, at the very least, factual and tional Monetary Bank and ће ize, deregulate and privatize the 

jomof speech has tobe defended not know everything there is to cours, they would merit just a few secretary general, Most of these debrconditions, if rations without fear of judicial in- 

апей" (there is democratic ha- Anyway, the proper document arv_brotarlo 0S@yahoo.com Constitution Hills, Quezon City the Constitution which gives Fil- 145 15th Avenue, Cubao, QC 
iy E 


бше, sil refuses to sign the Kyoto the United States’ contribution о arrest global warming. But it refus- Тһе House and its speaker do project is overwhelming, coming Tadyawan Mangyans. What is 
üenorienon that Gore wishes to Why does the United States of corporate America to dictate on tuted on Nov. 18, 2002 during the also from elected officials and nipulated to allow the company to 
for his environmental advocacy, cause of an influential corporate SNe D отса ad eat a ne er 
Kyoto Protocol. But he chose not to at the global level the paramount MUERE CR, oflepcescastiet> Hooor ТОНГ ре n Й орца ца en aic rere E DO 
=з Who Have Distinguthed ing concesion is inside the stanvated 
the Constitution, advocates should make the Sandiganbayan a courts, the Sandiganbayan should it © flooding, degradation of agricultur- we are more inclined to believe 
thorough by verifying his informa 
Gents, however, seeks to of the Sandiganbayan will be able Any amendment as to the form bility studies conducted by Kvaem- mining by the transnational cor- 
y 453. 
korruption. Mine айк ныне. meson De жю aiu ua ameandaa oe ы наве ча ay See E 
iion, the Ombudsman, which ini- tiality and efficiency ofthe Sandi- lish and maintain a government ir 
women who have received tand crous considering the destruction sive environmental damage.” 
iment officials and employees, isa the Commission on Elections, tion 
свикна bey, ie thet Rie оа tectis. e copedescesot ciat m, mon PEDE Due ei ps SU S VOW: signal or condition? 
Вах е Ондоп provides for considering that ts functions are tion has been the cause of the dis- chamber so desires award if the economic polices” (РО, resources, public utilities, the pro- 
(LLISCRA498) The Ombudsman toned constitutional bodies? violent overthrow of the ruling ate President Franklin Drilon маз Artemio V Panganiban before busi- Ог is Panganiban's pledge one 
onomy The Sandiganbayan has honor they fittingly deserve as will be remembered in history for Venecia presented the award to ег on Feb. 8, at the Manila Polo Supreme Court from the World 
judge orjustice ofthe Court of Ap- given a rank and salary higher Grae uae E LE а ee the Canadian Agency for Interna- 
dent Hu Jintao of China in April is pointless for aggrieved Filipinos Development? 
ICONRADO DE QUIROS OFFERS tred, of course!) is to make for this is the US law on religious Аз а faithful reader of the In- menting the conditions attached Malacafang and Congress, that 
Кооп” (PDI, 2/14/06): Stand naticism. dice against Muslims and Islam? То fair. World Trade Organization upon playing field in the Philippines for 
Waeally and absolutely. To give in know; contrast that to religious dollars from the offending party. House of Representatives, not all, circumvent or violate ош. terference? 
THE COUNTR 


"MOSEWID ATEM iN The turtle racing against onrushing tide of poverty 


ONE OF THE MOST APPLAUDED LINES IN 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's 2005 State of 
the Nation Address was her claim that the 
Philippine economy, after attaining a 2004 
СОР growth rate of more than 6 percent, was 
“poised for takeoff.” Last Jan. 30, the National 
Statistics Coordination Board announced a 
growth rate of S.1 percent in 2005. 

Even if we accept the government figure of a 
5.1 percent GDP growth for 2005, it certainly 
did not indicate a “takeoff.” In fact, it showed 
an economic "plunge"—down from a 6.1 per- 
cent growth claimed їп 2004. An almost 1-per- 
cent decline in GDP growth is enormous in ab- 
solute amounts. 

Also, Filipinos should understand that, оп 
the basis of historical experience, a country 
can only "take off” from underdevelopment if 

{sable to maintain an average of no less than 
7 percent for two to three decades. Much more 
50 in the case of the Philippines, which has an 
average population growth rate of 2.3 percent. 

In his "747" economic program, Speaker 


+ Jose de Venecia pushes for a growth rate of 7 


percent for at least seven years as a basis for 
takeoff. An IMF working paper "Poverty, In- 
come Distribution and Economic Policy in the 
Philippines,” 1988) tracked the average GDP 
growth of selected Asian countries in 1970-95 
(25 years) as follows: Korea, 8-9 percent; 
Malaysia, 7-8 percent; Thailand, more than 7 
percent; Indonesia, 7 percent; and the Philip- 
pines, a measly 2.8 percent. This shows why 
the Philippines has been left behind in the race. 
for economic progress in Asia, and why neigh- 


boring countries, like Malaysia and Korea (not 
tomention China with average growth rates of 
9-10 percent), have taken off to become NICs 
(newly industrialized countries). The paper 
explained that the poor growth performance 
of the Philippines is also the cause of its failure 
to reduce poverty, now at 40 percent, accord- 
ing to the Development Bank of the Philip- 
pines. 

‘Sen. Mar Roxas says that blockages in the 
economy prevent production gains from trick- 
ling down to the poor and that a less-than-3 
percent net GDP growth was negative for the 
masses. Among these blockages are: the highly 
inequitable distribution of income, the diver- 
sion of a substantial portion of government 
revenue (more than 30 percent of the national 
budget) to debt payment, and our growing de- 
pendence on exports. 

Government and mainstream Filipino 
economists, eager to please whomsoever is in 
power, hail each dismal gain in economic 
growth asa great advance. They are like a land 
turtle with a poor eyesight which, because it is 
able to take painfully slow steps, thinks it is 
outpacing the advancing tide that would drag 
it to the deep. In loudly proclaiming progress 
where there is none, while continuing to pur- 
sue the same economic policies of the past 45 
years, our government officials are making it 
inevitable for the onrushing tide of poverty to 
drag our people down to the swirling depths of 
desperation and revolution. 

—MANUELE ALMARIO, 
mfalmario@yahoo.com 


GSIS’ insensitivity to elderly pensioners 


AS ONE OF THE CONCERNED RETIREE- 
pensioners, I write this letter to call atten- 
tion to the problems which beset regular 
pensioners who have enrolled at the Govern- 
ment Service Insurance System's field cen- 
ter, as required by Winston Е Garcia, to se- 
cure an E-card, 

Although we are against the imposition, as 
good followers, we obeyed first before com- 
plaining. 1 would like to make it clear: We 
pensioners enrolled not because we wanted 
to comply with Garcia's requirement but be- 
cause we feared losing our monthly pensions 
for non-compliance. That would have meant 
being deprived of food and medicines. (We 
were given a time-frame within which to com- 
ply with Garcia's order; otherwise, our pen- 
sions will be withheld or delayed.) 

Most pensioners dislike the E-card policy 
because they are old, with impaired vision 
and hearing; thus the E-card is no longer 


practical and compatible for them. 

Itis more convenient for the pensioners to 
get their pensions in checks delivered at 
their homes, because then they can just sign 
them either for endorsement or encashment. 
They don’t have to travel anymore to an ATM 
machine to get their pensions 

The measly 3-percent increase (effective 
January 2006) in the pensions of retiree-pen- 
sioners, most of whom are living in poverty 
and deprivation, was an insult to them. It 
showed that Garcia regards GSIS pensioners as 
beggars, How can these pensioners be lifted 
out of their misery with that 3-percent in- 
crease, especially at this time of economic cri- 
sis? Garcia is a callous human being without 
emotion and no sympathy for elderly people in 
the sunset of their lives. 

ANTONIO. BORJA, 
23G. Del Pilar St., 
Dayangdang, Naga City 4400 
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Phivolcs raises alert level in Mayon 


LEGAZPI CITY—AUTHORITIES RAISED THE ALERT 
level around Mayon to 2 after the volcano emitted ash 
that was preceded by a series of weak earthquakes. 


Ed Laguerta, Bicol director of 
the Philippine Institute of Voleanol- 
‘ogy and Seismology (Phivolcs), 
said the voleano spewed ash 500 
meters high from its crater 


The Provincial Disaster Coordi- 
nating Council said the alert level 
meant that no one should stray 
into a 6-km radius around the 
volcano that was delineated as a 


permanent danger zone. 

‘The small explosion deposited 
ash in the upper slopes of the vol- 
cano, a Phivolcs bulletin said. 

Tt said more explosions could occur 
їп the nem few days as magma rises 
and releases gas inside the volcano. 

Laguerta said a team from 
Manila would arrive today to fix 
the seismic sensors installed at 


the foot of the volcano. 

"What happened today was 
justa minor explosion," he said. 

Laguerta said the Phivoles is 
watching out for these other signs of 
а possible eruption—swelling of the 
olcano's dome, intense crater glow 
and increase in the emission of ash. 

The Phivoles, he said, request- 
ed for a helicopter from the Office 


FOREIGN AID 
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Members of a Taiwanese rescue team try to dig through at least 100 feet of mud and boulders in the hope of 
finding survivors in a mudslide that erased the entire village of Guinsaugon in St. Bernard, Southern Leyte. 


ROUNDUP. 


Suspicious planes 
ILAGAN, Isabela—Private planes, without markings and flying at low 
altitudes, have been spotted in coastal towns in Isabela for the past 
months, raising suspicion that these have been delivering illegal 
goods via the Pacific Ocean, a police official said. Isabela police di- 
rector Senior Supt. Percival Barba said the airplanes have been sus- 
pected of unloading contraband such as firearms or prohibited drugs 
În the coastal towns of Palanan, Divlacan, Dinapigue and Macona- 
con. Except for Dinapigue, the coastal towns are accessible only by 
Plane or Boat or a long hike 

Villamor Visaya Jr., PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


3 held for car theft 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Three suspected members of a car theft 
syndicate, including a minor, were arrested in separate police operations in 
Batangas City on Feb. 18. Police said a certain Potenciana Tejada accused а 
17-year-old boy of taking her tricycle in front of her house in Bauan town. 
‘An hour later, police arrested the minor while he drove the tricycle. The mi- 
nor later identified two men as the leaders of his group. Police arrested the 
two in a hideout. ‘Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Car thief killed 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—A traffic enforcer and suspected car 
thief, who was allegedly behind the killing of a nursing student in 
Parafaque, was killed while his four other companions were arrested 
in a clash with police on Feb. 14 in Sto. Tomas, La Union. Police said 
the slain suspect, Esteven Liwanag, and four other suspects were be- 
hind the killing of Richard Capili, a 19-year-old nursing student, who 
was shot dead by three men who also took his Toyota Revo (WRY 883) 
in BF Homes, Parafiaque on Feb. 12. 

Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Computer program blamed 
NAGA CITY—A manager of the Government Service Insurance Sys- 
tem blamed the Incompatibility of the Department of Education's elec- 
ironic remittance fle program with that used by the agency as the 
reason for the surcharges it imposes on the teachers’ loan payments. 
Marina Mallar, GSIS branch manager here, said the incompatible ac- 
counting program delays the posting of the teachers’ remittances. As 
4 result, "we have to repeat the same process all over again once the 
loan payments of teachers are submitted to us,” Mallari added. The 
teachers have been complaining of surcharges on their GSIS loans 
because of delayed payments. 

Juan Escandor Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


CONTRBUTED MOTO 
Aset of stairs, with 717 steps and which rises to 2,000 feet above 
sea level, would be part ofa race in Aprilin Coron, Palawan 
dubbed as the Mt. Tapyas Extra Challenge. For inquiries, call 
Tess Dono at 09192524685. 


Giant snails 


destroy crops 
in Surigao Sur 


TANDAG, SURIGAO 
del Sur— Hundreds of 
hectares of rice farms 
їп the province were 
flattened in what offi 
Ча described was an 
invasion of giant snails. 

The provincial 
agriculture office 
said the infestation 
was triggered by 
floods that swept the 
province and several 
areas of Caraga. 

Maro Quico, 
provincial agriculuri, 
said at least 15 towns 
suffered from the infes- 
tation—Barobo, 
Bayabas,  Cagwait, 
Cantilan, Carmen, Car- 
rascal, Cortes, Lanuza, 
Lianga, Madrid, Mari- 
hatag, San Agustin, 
San Miguel, Tago and 
this town. 

“In the past years 
snail infestation of 
rice lands was very 
minimal,” he said. 

Quico said heavy 
rains in the past three. 
weeks brought the 
snails out. They are 
normally dormant 
during the dry season. 

“We have to re- 
plenish the damaged 
plantsorthere will be 
a shortage of rice this 
year,” he said. 

Quico warned of a 
price increase in case. 
ofa shortage. 

He said he request- 
ed for rice seeds to be. 
given to farmers. 

Quico also urged 
farmers to help re- 
move the snails man- 
wally put them in 
sacks and burn them. 

The golden snail is 
a native of South 
America. 

It was introduced 
into the country by 
the Marcos regime in 
the 19805 to boost + 


> Travel in comfort in a 
luxury saloon and drive dynami- 
cally in a true offroad vehicle 
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of Civil Defense (OCD) to be used 
bya Phivolcs team to take a closer 
look at Mayon in an aerial survey. 


inating with Phivolcs to monitor the 
volcano's condition and alert people 


Tt said village councils were 


eruption and put their disaster 
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preparedness plans in place. 

“But there is no reason for thé 
people to panic at this point in 
time,” Laguerta said. 

"The OCD said should Mayon erupt, 
ог continue showing signs of erupting, 
it was prepared to evacuate people 
and bring them to safety, Joanna Los 
Baños, with a report from Gil Fran- 
cis Arevalo, PDIS, Luzon Bureau 


Closely coor- 


of erupting 


а possible 


Moms of 11 backpackers seek release, 
of kids tagged by cops as guerrillas 


BAGUIO CITY—THE MOTHERS OF 11 BACK- 
packers, who were linked by the police and mil- 
itary to the Feb. 10 raid of an Army detachment 
in Benguet, on Tuesday called on the govem- 
ment to release their children following reports 
that they were maltreated while in detention. 

“The backpackers, whose ages range from 15 to 
24, were arrested at a police checkpoint in Baran- 
gay Bangao in Buguias, Benguet, on Feb. 14 while 
they were on their way to Sagada, Mt. Province. 

Police said they were members of a New 
People's Army unit that raided an Army de- 
tachment in Mankayan, Benguet on Feb. 10. 
‘Two soldiers and a government militiaman 
were killed in that attack. 

‘The mother of a 15-year-old suspect said her 
daughter would cry whenever she recalled the 
abuse she underwent. She said her daughter 
saw how her male companions were tortured. 

She said her daughter was the only woman 
among the group. The suspects are members of a 
punk rock group who performed earlier at a mu- 
sic festival in Gerona, Tarlac the хостед learned. 

“My daughter was kicked and her face was 
covered with three layers of plastic. The police 
were forcing her to admit that she is an NPA 
rebel,” the mother said during a press briefing. 

The suspects’ relatives said the group, after 
a performance in Gerona, went to Baguio and 
Sagada. 

Flordeliza Mañosa, mother of Aldus Chris- 
tian Mañosa, 18, said she saw her son's bruis- 
es at the Benguet provincial jail last week. 

But Senior Supt. Alexander Pumecha, 
spokesperson of the Cordillera police, said the 
backpackers were not tortured. 

Police charged them with robbery with homi- 
cide in connection with the raid on the Army 
detachment where 23 firearms were taken. 

Rundren Berloiz Lao, 24, one of the sus- 
pects, escaped and asked help from the De- 


E 
partment of Social Welfare and Development. 

Tt was through Lao that the parents learned 
oftheir children’s fate. Desiree Calusa, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau. 
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РМА Edsa’ class ` : 
recalls passion | 


or chan 


By Vincent Cabreza MEMBERS of the PMA Sinagtala Class of 1986 join the alumni parade during their homecoming on Saturday at Fort del Pilar 
Fort del Pilar, Baguio City in Baguio City. The classis the first batch of PMA graduates that former President Corazon Aquinoaddressed after she |<. 
‘assumed power following the Edsa revolt. This photo has been flipped. VNCENT CRETA 
HEY WERE THE FIRST a 
cadets to graduate on the 
heels of a revolution, and 
members of the Philippine Military 
Academy “Sinagtala” Class of 1986 
celebrated that milestone on Feb. 
18 during the PMA homecoming 
that was shadowed by a coup plot. 
Senior Supt. Jose Ma. Victor Ramos, class 
president, said Sinagtala was already convinced 
that the late strongman Ferdinand Marcos had 
too much power when they were suddenly in- 
formed that people had started to mass up at Ed- 
saon Feb. 23, 1986. 
“We were the first class (senior) cadets at the 
time ... we were worried {when former Defense 
Minister Juan Ponce Enrile, former Constabulary 
chief Fidel Ramos, then Col. Gregorio Honasan 
and the Reform the Armed Forces Movement 
seized Camp Aguinaldo]," he said. 
“We were graduating and we were due for de- 
ploymentto the field. We did not know where we 
‘would be assigned because we knew the leader- 
ship was about to change. Of course, we were 
supportive of the call to oust Marcos because he 
had too much power” Ramos said in Filipino. 
He said all 174 Sinagtala members never dis- 
cussed their sentiments in public because they 
‘were immediately ordered to stay in their bar- 
rades. 
But their lives changed due to the 1986 Edsa 
Revolution. 
Ramos said they were the first cadets to shake 
the hands of a female commander in chief, for- 
mer President Corazon Aquino, when they grad- 
uated a month after the revolt. 
He said their careers also took a strange turn. 
"1 joined the Army [prior to graduation). Then 
immediately after the revolution, they increased. 
the quota [or the number of graduating cadet de- 
ployment] of the Philippine Constabulary which 
became the Philippine National Police, and the 
quota of the Philippine Navy, so 1 joined the po- 
lice,” Ramos said. He is assigned to the PNP 
Criminal Investigation and Detection Group 
CDA. 


Changes 

These were changes that few people even ac- 
knowledged anymore. 

Col. Archimedes Viaje, a Sinagtala member, 
said the class was surprised that reporters cover- 
ing last Saturday's PMA homecoming failed to 
interview them about the Edsa I Revolt, which is 
celebrating its 20th anniversary this year 

“Perhaps people now tend to forget, Viaje 
said. 

Many of his classmates are counting their 
blessings. 

‘The revol’s 20th anniversary is clouded by 
mass unrest and persistent rumors about a mili 
tary uprising because some of the gains people 
‘expected from Edsa have yet to materialize 20 
years ater. 

"We keep our idealism, but there are still 
many complaints, Why was he promoted, and 
we were noc?’ "Why is this officer assigned here 
when we can't? At his point in the organization, 
even if we are promoted to senior superinten- 
dent (equivalent to colonel in the militar), we 
are stuck because they sil consider us too young 
tobe promoted,” Ramos seid in Filipino. 

Sinagtala members were among the alumni 
members who applauded Karina Constantino 
David, chair of the Civil Service Commission, 


V ас ысты ну event Dumalo sa GO NEGOSYO Summit & Expo 


unnecessary; [à system] that allows the military 


to simply become a professional corps" 

Like most of the academy's idealistic gradu- 
ates, Ramos said his mistah had also overcome 
their romantic attachments to the revolution. 

‘This, he said, had made them invulnerable to 
a reported recruitment drive for military re- 
formisss. 

Always in the right 
He said the Sinagtala members adhere to a 


governing principle that is “always in the right, 

aec ens RAM or onasan tadon NE GOSYO 02 23-25 06 
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Retired Navy Capt. Proceso Maligalig, RAM 
spokesperson, said the former rebel group has 
tumed into a foundation that helps its members 
get employment or some measure of justice from 


the " TERI Y ЕГА 
E Bagong Pilipino, Maka-Pilipino. SPLASH 
because they were politically excluded from a 

ECOLE Kayang tumapat sa buong mundo! GROUP of COMPANIES 


"We learned a better way" he said. 
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THE PEOPLE An invitation to the world's biggest party 


ByRicardo В. BraganzaMD. 


бег hearing Cardinal 
А voice all over the 
airwaves, some groups 
in our hospital immediately 
started organizing interested 
staff members to go to Edsa. 
The response was sponta- 
neous, but I could not tell if our 
enthusiasm was due to а 
desire to provide help as medical teams 
от simply to be one with the thousands 
‘who saw hope that Marcos rule would fi- 
nally end.” 
It was like being invited to the biggest 
party in the world. The sight of large 
numbers of people going to Edsa was 


THE COBRE 


FrompageAl 


‘One reporter led me to a Volkswagen 
that turned out to be a Radio Veritas mo- 
bile. There, I read my resignation letter 
live for national broadcast. Officially I 
became the first senior government offi- 
cial to break away from Marcos after En- 
rile and AFP Vice Chief of Staff Lt. беп. 
Fidel V Ramos. 

On Sunday morning, General Ramos 
móunted a makeshift stage just outside. 
Camp Crame, and asked me to join him 
when he saw me in the crowd. I wit- 
messed his virtuoso performance as a 
psywar expert, announcing the names of 
people who had defected to his side to 
boost troop morale. 

As the crowd started to build up, a civil- 
jan chopper hovered overhead. Ramos 
quipped, “Atin yan! (Thats ours" to the 
delight and cheers of the crowd. 

In the afternoon, as Marcos tanks 
туей toward Ortigas, I got a сай from Ir- 
win Ver, a “mistah"—member of the Philip- 
pine Military Academy Class of 1970 to 
‘which 1 originally belonged before 1 went 
to the US Navy Academy at Annapolis. 

"Mistah, why don't we meet somewhere 
and talk. Please be assured we have no in- 
tention of arresting Enrile. We are not mal- 
treating him,” said Irwin, chief of the presi- 
dential guards and son of Armed Forces 
Chief of Staff Fabian Ver. 


Tanks were just posturing 

1 replied, “Mistah, compadre (I was 
опе of the baptismal godfathers of Ir- 
win's first-born Bien-Bien), it's too late 
for that talk now. Why don't you just stop. 
those tanks from moving to prevent 
bloodshed?” 

Irwin said in a very somber tone: "Mis- 
tah, those tanks are just posturing. I as- 
sure you they will stop.” And we ended 
ош Mistah-to-Mistah talk, agreeing that 
after the episode was over, we would talk 
over dinner. 

Jn the evening, General Ramos! office 
was crammed with civilians. One of 
them was Armida Siguion-Reyna, Minis- 
ter Enrile' sister, who came with hus- 
band Nards and lots of friends. They 
brought a lot of siopao. 


By Napoleon C. Manalo 
Last of two parts) 

Day 3, Feb. 24,1986 
AT A LITTLE PAST 5:00 АМ, I WAS 
awakened by the ringing of the tele- 
phone. It was Maj. Wyrlo Ver. He insisted. 
that I wake up my father, Col. Carlos B. 
Manalo, the chief ordnance and bomb 
disposal expert of the Philippine Con- 
stabulary, because what he had to tell 
him was very urgent. They spoke for 
some 15 to 20 minutes. 

‘Afterward, my father and Isat down to 
breakfast. He looked harassed, worried 
and tired. 1 asked him what Wyrlo said. 

"He said his father [General Ver] was 
very angry that the ammunition for the 
cannons had not been released. And Mar- 
cos was also getting angry. I was asked if 
had defected like the others, otherwise 
why had I not signed the release orders.” 

Tasked him what he told Wyrlo. 

*1told him the truth, that I had an at- 
tack of high blood pressure, that I was 
feeling so dizzy no one could speak to 
me. He said he would send the sergeant 
again this morning and that should sign 
the release orders," he said, 

J asked if he would sign it 
Big decision 

He replied: "Son, there comes a time. 
in à man's life when he has to think very 
hard and well about a big decision, 
When he arrives, let the sergeant in." 

{The enlisted man arrived before 7 
алт, and was escorted to our living 


overwhelming. 1 do not remember who 
were with me except that we were in sev- 
eral cars and vans, including people who 
asked to hitch а ride to Edsa. 

‘When we got there, we mingled with 
the crowds and were happy to see lots of 
friends, One could move around freely and 
give or take food or whatever one could of- 
fer, There was no fear at all of the military 
men around. The people in Edsa were so 
happy, and kindness was all around Camp 
Crame. I was not afraid of helicopters fy- 
ing overhead or of coming close to the sol- 
diers, many of whom were tired and ap- 
preciative of the food being offered. 

Ispent three whole afternoons in Edsa 
and would leave only at night. The hours 
spent there were like holidays for some 
of us, and patients understood why we 
‘were not at our offices. People who re- 


cool psywar 


Inside the War Room, General Ramos 
was already receiving a fresh batch of de- 
fectors, very young, good-looking lieu- 
tenants from the Ranger Regiment. 
Ramos was announcing this to the media 
to project a momentum building up 
against Marcos. 

Tt was very effective. At the same time, 
he warned his Camp Crame security group 
about the possible attack of a rabidly pro- 
Marcos commando group consisting of 
civilians trained in Tanay under the com- 
mand of a young politician from the north. 


Palace is like a cemetery 

1 called up a young officer in the Presi- 
dential Security Command at the Palace 
and engaged him in a casual, probing con- 
versation. We were very close to each oth- 
er, but found ourselves in opposite camps. I 
told him we were in a festive mood in 
Crame, had plenty of food. He said it was 
very quiet in the Palace (Its like a ceme- 
tery here”) and not much food. 

‘The highlight of the morning on Feb. 
24 was the defection of the Philippine Air 
Force attack helicopters under Col. Anto- 
nio Sotelo. This was followed later by an 
announcement that Marcos had left al- 
ready, igniting cheers in the Camp Crame 
ground (which led to the famous Ramos 
jump). It was a false alarm. An angry 
Marcos all of sudden appeared on TV 

It became very tense in the Crame 
headquarters. Monitored radio conver- 
sations of the pro-Marcos forces sounded 
like they were starting to train their ar- 
tillery on Camp Crame. We were sitting 
ducks with only the roof on our heads. 

General Ramos gave instructions for 
civilians to clear the building. I went 
down to escort my wife Natty outside 
and stoically kissed her goodbye but she 
‘was unaware what was happening. 

A foreign correspondent saw me at the 
ground floor and frantically asked: "What's 
this I heard that ће tide is shifting in favor 
‘of Marcos and you guys are losing control?" 
Tanswered “No!” tongue in. 


Let the shells fall 
Atthe War Room, someone suggested, 
"General Ramos, sir, I think we should 


mained loyal to Marcos could not seem 
to understand the ebullience of the Cory 
supporters. At home and elsewhere, we 
would talk about what we had seen earli- 
er in the day, such as the sight of nuns 
and students praying, women approach- 
ing soldiers who were total strangers and 
talking to them like they were family I 
pictured people giving food to the sol- 
diers as though they were feeding wild 
animals that could bite them anytime, 
yet the soldiers were sweet enough to 
‘smile and say thanks. Some would even 
engage people in small talk. Those re- 
sponses relieved everyone, and there 
‘would be more food, more prayers and 
more small talk between the civilians 
and the soldiers. Generosity overflowed. 

People from all walks of life were 
there—professionals, activists, families 


with their children, the handicapped, ac- 
tors, socialites, ordinary workers, en- 
trepreneurs selling food and yellow shirts 
with Ninoy’ likeness, and media men 
from all over the world—just mingling 
around, exchanging stories or just making 
each other feel good about just being 
there. 

When the first news reports came that 
che Marcoses had left Malacafiang, my 
brother, a niece who up to that point had 
spent all her life at Assumption College 
and I proceeded to the Palace. No one 
stopped us. Perhaps because of the eu- 
phoria, we did not think of any danger, 
not even when people began forcing the 
gates open. We were there when some 
people entered the Palace and sent 
sheets of paper flying out a window on 
an upper floor. We saw picture frames of 


Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos smashed 
and stepped upon, We saw Marcos loyal- 
ists being hit and at some point being 
shielded from further harm. Some peo- 
ple were shouting, “Huwag sirain, wag 
sirain.” 

Minutes later, sirens proclaimed the ar- 
rival of police cars and other vehicles car- 
rying soldiers. Their arrival gave me a 
feeling of relief, knowing that the looting 
and further destruction of Malacafiang 
would be halted. Then we left, and we 
saw many others were leaving just like us. 
Many of those who went there were de- 
cent people who had come from Edsa and 
simply wanted to be there during that 
time in history. 

‘We left Malacafiang happy. I felt really 
good. Somehow a new Filipino in me 
was born. 


the war room 


DAY ONE of the revolt, Golez (foreground) joins the breakaway military in Camp 


Crame’: 


war room. Enrile is on the phone talking to Marcos. Golez was the first high 


government official after Enrile and Ramos to withdraw support from Marcos. 


transfer to the second floor because we 
only have the weak roof as our protec- 
tion when those shells fall” But Ramos 
very coolly said: “No, we stay here be- 
cause all our communications are here 
and they are very important. We stay un- 
til the shells start falling. I am sure the 
first rounds won't hit usl* 

Some guys started laying down anti- 
bomb blankets on the desks for cover. 
There was not enough room for all of us 
there so we just shrugged our shoulders 
and waited for the shells to fall 

But the shells never came. The guns 
remained silent because the other side, 
now we know, refused to heed the or- 
ders. We could monitor the Army com- 
manding general asking what was hap- 
pening, why the orders to fire were not 
being followed. E 

Then all clear was given and we all 
breathed a sigh of relief. 

later that day, a chopper counterat- 
tacked and fired a rocket at Malacafiang. 
After the reports and the cheers from us in 
Crame, I called my friend at Malacafiang. 
My friend said they were terribly shaken. 
They were obviously demoralized and 1 
told my friend, “Take care of yourself." 

The Ramos counter-attack culminated 
with the decision to seize Channel 4. 
Capt. Phil Plaza was one of those tasked 
to lead the attack. There was radio si- 


lence as we excitedly awaited the out- 
come and cheered when we leamed it 
was a success. All of sudden there was 
Maan Hontiveros on TV and there was 
pandemonium in the War Room. But 
‘when Plaza returned, he looked like they 
lost, because his face was bloodied. A 
bullet hit the wall he was using as cover 
and the shattered concrete hit his face. 


Ч ат sorry Mr. President’ 

That day also, I was in the small group 
in the War Room when Marcos called up 
Enrile. Marcos was starting to negotiate. 
We, Rene Cayetano and the others, could 
hear only half of the conversation and 
Enrile just kept on saying, “Yes, sir. Yes, 
Mr President...” as the phone crackled. 

Rene and I were telling Enrile, don't 
believe him sir. But we were so happy 
when Enrile finally said, “I am sorry Mr 
President, itis too late for that now. All 
preparations are now being finalized for 
а new government.” After the conversa- 
tion, Enrile told us that Marcos was 
proposing power sharing, that Marcos 
was willing to stay as ceremonial presi- 
dent and Enrile would run the govern- 
ment. Enrile rejected the offer. 

Later that night, a delegation arrived 
from the Cory group led by Ramon Mi- 
tra. Rene Cayetano and I listened as they 
discussed with Enrile the formation of 


Why the cannons did not fire at Edsa 


тоот. As soon as he saw my father come 
out of the bedroom, he stood up and exe- 
cuted a snappy salute. Then he present- 
ed the release orders. 

After reading through the documents, 
my father said: “The signatures are not 
complete.” 

The sergeant replied: "Sir, we could 
not contact the others, not even by radio. 
General Ver does not know if they have 
defected already” 


‘What would you do?" 

My father said: "Т like to ask you. Ifyou 
were in my position in this situation, will you 
signif ordered by General Ver to do so?” 

“That's hard to say Sir. I really don't 
know Sir,” the sergeant answered. 

“You're right, its a difficult decision. You 
go back to Wyrlo and General Ver and tell 
them I refused to sign because the signa- 
tures are not complete. And if they have 
any heart left in them, they should not use 
the cannons against the people at Edsa.” 

The sergeant said: " Sir, don't know if 
1can do that.” 

My father told him: “If you cannot say 
that to your bosses, then don't show 
yourself anymore because you will just 
become the target of their anger. You can 
go now because I will not sign this." 

The sergeant stood up, saluted my father 
and left. We never saw that sergeant again. 

As soon as he left, I asked my father, 
"Does this mean you will be joining the 
camp of Enrile and Ramos?" 

He smiled and said: "Yes. I will just rest 
fora while and then I will go to Crame.” 


My father’s decision was a big relief to 
the family. 

‘At midday, President Marcos was 
shown on Channel 9, He instructed Gener- 
al Ver not to use big firearms (referring to 
the howitzers) but only small firearms and 
tear gas to disperse the people at Edsa. 
When my father heard that, he laughed. 

“Who is he kidding? Of course they 
cannot use the big firearms because the 
cannons have no ammunition," he said. 

He could not stop laughing, probably 
from relief that the pressure was off him. 
It made me happy to see him so jolly. 

‘At about 1 p.m. two police cars 
stopped in front of our gate. Six police- 
men alighted. While two knocked at our 
gate, the others stayed behind their cars 
with drawn firearms, 

left them knocking at the gate for five 
‘minutes, because it took me that long to wait 
for my brother, father and our drivers/body- 
guards to take their positions in case there 
should bea gunfight and for the women and 
children to hide in the bathrooms. 

approached the gate and, with a very 
authoritative voice, asked through the 
closed door who it was. 


Report of guns 
The policeman said they had received a 
report that there were guns in the house. 
1 asked if they had a search warrant 
and if they did not, to go away. 
Tnever got an answer. The policemen 
went back to their cars and drove off. 
‘After | went into the house, my father 
said ifthe policemen returned and insist- 


ed on coming in, we should shoot it out 
with them. 

‘At 2.30 p.m., my father issued instruc- 
tions to one of his bodyguards to prepare 
his uniform and staff car, he was going to 
Camp Crame. 

He instructed another to radio the camp 
to inform them that he was defecting and 
have someone meet him at the gate as he 
‘would not be carrying any arms. 

The third soldier was о stay behind to 
guard the house. 

‘At about 3 p.m, my father and two 
driver/bodyguards left for Camp Crame. 


Delivered from Ver 

We were all listening to “Radyo Bandido” 
after dinner when we heard the announce- 
‘ment that my father was one of the key offi- 
cers to have joined the Enrile-Ramos camp. 
We all clapped for my father because he 
made the right decision. 1 felt so proud of 
him for having delivered himself from the 
bondage of being a crony of General Ver. 

Atabout 9 pam., my father returned from 
Camp Crame and had a lot of stories to tell. 
Hesaid Gen. Renato de Villa shook his hand 
and embraced him. General Ramos 
thanked him for joining them and invited 
him to the briefing on the next moves of the 
breakaway group. He said Camp Crame 
was bursting with brotherly love, pride and 
unity It was a new beginning for my father. 
‘You could see the excitement in his eyes. 

Day 4, Feb. 25, 1986 

Ош day started early. My father left 
for Camp Crame at 6 a.m. We watched 
ТУ almost the entire day and saw Cory 


the new government. But things were 
moving so fast. 

Close to midnight, Col. Tirso Gador, 
one of the key troop commanders in 
Стате, was emotionally talking on the 
phone. He was very angry that the oath- 
taking of Cory Aquino would not be in 
Camp Crame but ín Club Filipino. 

He asked angrily, "Why father, you do 
mot trust us? We are here prepared to die 
for her and you don’t trust us?" I under- 
stood the person on the other line was Fr. 
Joaquin Bernas, who advised against a 
Cory oath-taking in Crame to avoid the ap- 
pearance that the military was the one 
handing over power to the new President. 

What а day the 24th had been with the 
shifting tides of the conflict! That was 
the most stressful day for those in the 
War Room. 


Tanks pull out 

Early on Tuesday, Feb. 25, there was a 
report of a column of tanks coming in 
from the North through the North Diver- 
sion Road. 

General Ramos asked: “OK, what do 
we do now?" 

Col. Gregorio Honasan replied: "We will 
take care of them, sir. Itis very easy to stop. 
а column of tanks in narrow roads." But. 
that became unnecessary. The tanks were 
moving out to defend Malacafiang. The 
Marcos government also had collapsed. 

In the afternoon, I got a late message 
that Col. Arturo Aruiza, senior military 
aide of Marcos, was trying to reach me 
and offering to negotiate. Colonel Aruiza. 
was a friend, my company commander 
when I was a plebe in PMA. He gave a 
phone number for me to call. When 1 
called, the phone just kept on ringing. 
Thats when I got convinced that they 
жете already abandoning the Palace. 

1 never had the chance to talk to 
Colonel Aruiza after Edsa 1. He died 
years ago and Iwill forever wonder what. 
it was he wanted to tell me to help bring 
an end to the drama. But that gesture, 
whatever it was, came too late, Greater 
forces, human and divine, took control 
to end the Marcos regime and take the 
nation to another destiny. 


Aquino's swearing-in as President of the 
Philippines at Club Filipino. We also saw 
President Marcos’ version of his inaugu- 
ration in Malacafiang. 

By early evening, the news was out 
that President Marcos with his family 
and their cronies had left Malacafang. 
This was really a true moment of joy for 
every Filipino and we were glad that 
soon things would be back to normal. 

We anxiously waited for my father to get 
home to listen to the latest developments in 
the Enrile-Ramos camp. He retumed at 
about 11 p.m. My father informed us that 
General Ramos had placed him in charge of 
the mopping-up operations—that is, the 
clearing of planted bombs— in Malacafiang 
and the PSC camp. He was given this re- 
sponsibility because he was the only senior 
officer who had the competence forthe job. 

“The day ended blissfully for my father be- 
cause he knew he performed to the best of 
his ability as a military officer of the republic. 

My father stayed on in the active service 
until May 1986. His last day in the service 
was May 31, his S6th birthday. On that oc- 
casion, [remember him telling us sadly: 

“After more than 30 years in the service, 
түе only now realized that all my medals, 
citations and recognitions have no value at. 
ай, If were to sell them all, the money will 
not even buy usa good dinner.” 

Our family was not at Edsa during the 
four glorious days. But we were not fence- 
siters, Everyone of us, particularly ош fa- 
thes, did our share for Edsa. 1 firmly believe 
that my father's contribution counted far 
more than that of any person present there. 
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т: А915 GEM - Gaming and Entertainment 
plus Leisure Expo-Conference Opens today 


February 22-23, 2006 


Asia’s lucky streak in tourism continues despite great odds 


‘THE PHILIPPINES hosts for the 
first time а major international 
gaming, tourism, investment 
Conferences and exhibit that opens 


мект sana perea этермен уып 


today at the World Trade Center. 


Asia's Сет is a major 
international event with а 
simultaneous Gaming and 
Tourism Conference. It is a опе: 
stop-shop of gaming, travel and 


tourism and entertainment 
businesses catering to CEO's and 
COO’ of global corporations with 


business interests in the 


aforementioned industries. It ig a 
showcase of. the latest in gaming 
machineries and equipment, 
gaming related products and 
services, vacation clubs, golf clubs, 
popular and new destinations, and 
new entertainment providers and 
venues such as talent management 
centers, booking offices among 
others. 

Tt is remarkable how Asia's 
tourism industry manages to hold 
‘on to its lucky streak inspite of the 
great odds that it faced in the past 
two years and continues to face 
today. Terrorism, avian flu, SARS 
and even natural disasters as the 
Indian Ocean tsunami failed to 
dampen the spirit of travelers to 
Asia. 

According to the January issue 
of the World 
Tourism 
Barometer, official { 
newsletter of the 
United Nations 
World Tourism 
Organization 
(UNWTO), in 
2005, 11 million of 
the staggering 42 
million additional 
arrivals recorded 
‘worldwide were credited to Asia and. 
the Pacific. 

Economic growth measuredin 
teams of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) isclosely aed with an upsurge 
in tourstamivas, underscoring the fact 
that among sectoral industries 
worldwide, tourism continues to be 
a reliable performer when it comes to 
producing much needed revenue for 
govemment coffers. This has been 
traditionally accepted to translate into 
the more effective delivery of basic 
services to the people of any given 
region. 


A VISION OF EXCELLENCE 


PAGCOR Chairman and CEO Efraim С. Geauino is a man with a bold 
vision and the will to sec it to fruition. 

Ever mindful that PAGCOR's mandate includes the promotion of 
tourism, Chairman Genuino has embarked on numerous decisive moves to 
‘implement the direction expected of him by the govemmentand the Filipino. 
people, whose interests are closest to his heart 

‘Asked about the way PAGCOR is positioned as the biggest promoter 
of Philippine tourism, Chairman Genuino states that as far as the Corporation. 
is concerned, “PAGCOR has undergone a paradigm shift in the past few 
years — from mere gaming to toral entertainment. Inline with this, we have 
reinvented our casinos to be пох just places to enjoy a complete gaming 
experience, but to be world-class tourist destinations as well. From the very 
architecture and interior design of our Casino Filipino branches to the warm, 
personalized services which we provide and down to bright and sunny smiles 
of our staff — all of these capture and embody the richness of the unique 
Filipino culture.” 

Chairman Genuino is very much aware of, and isa dynamic supporter 
of the latest global business trends regarding tourism and gaming, 

He acknowiedges how both industries now smoothly complement 
the operations of one another worldwide. 

His vision is to uansform PAGCOR into a "Global Corporation with 
а Global Mindset and a Filipino Heart." 

‘One of the major means he expects to accomplish this is through th 
proposed project, “Bagong Nayon Piipino-Entertainment City Manila” 
Which is set to be built on the prime reclaimed land along the historic Roxas 
Boulevard and majestic Manila Вау 

The Entertainment City Manila is a special economic tourism zone. 
which will feature atractions found in the most popular tourism destinations. 
around the world, similar to what Las Vegas and Disneyland are offering It 
will be composed of complexes with various themes such as Winter 
Wonderland, Undersea Adventure and Tropical Rainforest. It will have five- 
star hotels casinos, shopping malls and arcades, amusement parks, cultural 
facilites, and sports stadiums, among other features. 

Chairman Genuino further says that itis PAGCOR'S intention “to 
‘create a tourism zone that will be competitive with those found in other 
countries This wil be our contribution to President Gloria Macapagal-Arryols 
‘masterplan for economic recovery. We hope to sce the Philippines firmly 
mark its place on the world map and at the same time, become one of the 
more bullish economies worldwide.” 

In his capable hands and with his strong determination to succeed, 
sucha vision of excellence may become a reality sooner than we think. 

Meanwhile, the PAGCOR chief hasa vision of sexingall casino operators 
in Asia and Europe forge а tightly-knic relationship based on cooperation. 
and the pursuit of common interests. This is the rationale behind the staging 
of the first Eurasian Summit, which will coincide with the holding of the 
first Азыз GEM. 

Tbe Eurasian Summit aims to effectively represent the common interest 
of the participants and uphold the principles of fai play and cooperation 
among them. Itaso sceks to provide leadership in addressing primary industry 
concerns such as social acceptability, corporate social responsibility and the 
industry's role in charity as wells issues affecting global businessin gaming 
and tourism. Likewise, it will provide services that will synergize tounsm and 
gaming, ulimately contributng to the respective incomes of its members. 


Hopes remain high for 
sustained upward mobility in tourist 
arrivals this year. A short-tesm forecast 
has been arrived at by the UNWTO 
in cooperation with the Fundacion 
Premio Arce of the Universidad 
Politecnica de Madrid that shows an 
anticipated 4-5% growth in 2006. 

Expected to be the fastest 
growing region in the worlds that of 
Asia and the Pacific witha +9%esurge 
forcast. 

Many factors contribute to this 
Asian-Pacific trend. Among these are 
the increasingly market-savvy 
strategies applied in the region. 
Campaigns such as "Amazing 
Thailand”, “Malaysia - Truly Asia”, 
“WOW Philippines", “Dynamic 


Кога” and “Indonesia, the Ultimate 
Diversity” have been shown to 
effectively attract hordes of leisure 
tourists 

Another factoris the increasing 
awareness of the gaming-propelled 
aspect of tourism. Outbound travel 
forlisure gamingis nota concept new 
to Asians. In many Asian countries, 
tradition and culture place premium 
emphasis on the roke of good fortune 
in their daily lives. 

Meanwhile, casinos are now 
fully packaged as ultimate leisure or 
recreation centers, complete with hotel 
and resort tie-ups, modem amenities 


and facilities, and world-class 
entertainment showcases with 


premium beverages and cuisine made 


it comes to vellmng the mutualism 
that exists between gaming and 


During 
the closing 
program of the 
259 Asian 
Tourism 
Forum (ATT) 
held in Davao 


from an. 13-21 
of this усас, 
Department of 
Tourism Sec. 
‘Ace Durano sid that, "Casinos will 
beamong the main attractions that 
the Philippines will package this year 
toattract more tourists бот India 
Welle going strong on India this 
year, one of the secondary staple 
markers well шу to develop along 
with Russia. Tourists from India 
arc very keen on gaming” 
Relative to this, Chairman 
Efraim Genuino of the 
PhilippinesAmusement and 
Gaming Corporation (PAGCOR), 
positioned as the biggest promoter 
of Philippine tourism, says that 
‘Wie have reinvented our casinos to 
be not just places to enjoy a 
complete gaming experience, but to 
be world-class tourist destinations 
as well. From the very architecture 
and interior design of our Casino 
Filipino branches to the warm, 


available to their paons. 

The single biggest casino in 
tems of revenues is Sands Macau, 
bringing in more than 65 thousand 
visitors daily. Macau, reputed as the 
casino gaming capital of Asia recorded 
tourist arrivals of almost 20 milion 
tourists last year, compared with 17 
million in 2004. Contrast this with 
19995 tourist arrivals of 7 million 
then a definitive picture of gaming- 
propelled tourism becomes clear. The 
GDP of this special administrative 
region rose by 28 percentin 2005 from 
$103 bilionin 2004. This wasa sharp. 
‘upward curve from 19998 3% percent 
contmaction. 

This is why countries which 
‘outwardly shunned casino gaming in 
the past, such as Singapore and 
‘Thailand, are now looking into this 
industry as а way to boost their 
indicator. 

Today, 

Singapore is 
poised to 
create 
integrated 
sor facies, 
featuring 
gaming as a 
major tourist 
attraction 
while the Thai 
government 
has already 
endorsed the legalization of casinos 
in the kingdom. 

Banging theissue dosertohome, 
the Philippine goverment through the 
Deparment of Tourism (DOT) has 
madedlearexacty whereit stands when 
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personalized services which we 
provide and down to bright and. 
sunny smiles of our staff - all of 
these capture and embody the 
richness of the unique Filipino 
cee 


,,, ASIAN GEM AND TOURISM FOUNDATION, INC. 
SBE Building resources, tapping opportunities 


‘THE PARTNERSHIP between the private sector and the government 
has always been a key feature in the socio-economic development 
plans of any nation. 

‘Agoverment thrives on the support and belle in iof the people. 
‘The private sector relies on the govemmento provideit wih necessary 
‘guidance and suppor. 

There isan undeniable, mutualy-benelicial synergy betweenthe 
government and the private sector. 

Itis the same for the gaming and toussmindusties, 

“They work ogether as one, fo produce an elect reaterthan the 
sum ot herindividualeftects, 

‘Such an impact cannot be realized when one В made to sunive 
wihouthe other Trisisa truth tats the backbone ofthe ASIAN GEM 
AND TOURISM FOUNDATION, INC. 

‘Anon-stock, non prot organization, ASIAN GEM has been. 
created exclusively to boost goverment eto in generating revenue 
‘and jobs through the travel and tourism and gaming industries, 

Headed by is president, Ms. Marceline (Celine) Clemente, the 
focus ofthe Foundation's the bulling upon resources and the tapping 
cfopportuntes to assist and maximize govemmenteflorts towards social 
and economic progress. 

A muliaceled organization, ASIAN GEM exists to enhance. 
investors to believe inthe Philppines and establish bases of operation in 
‘he country, taiso serves as the inkor bridge between variousivlitood 
networks, particularly those from the gaming, travel and tourism, 
entertainment and leisure industries. 

Moreover, ASIAN GEM, wth the proven rack record andrelatlo 
industry background ofits management and staf, alms tobe one ofthe 
dependable partners of the goverment in hamessing end securing 
Jong emmbusiness ventures rom the giobal community. 

risamongthe industry leaders in tourism, capably active in the 
promotion of our country through its involvement in nurturing dance 
troupes who give cultural performances in various | international events. 

The Foundation believes in the Inherent value of the Filipino 
people — reliable, resourceful, industrious, and wiling to face new 
challenges and overcome these through strength of character, 

SuchtralserelmbuedinthocomoratesructrecfASIAN ӨЕМ. | 
к het caling, theirmission to succeed, thelr vision toachieve, 


ос, 
ete, 


est... 9 
siis 


Cara usin, s ePLDT 


T MAGAZINE. enabung infrastructure. 


e» 
sexum, бох BD ТРА 


CORPORATION тт 


A: 


, PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER X 


Farmer on mountaintop 
witnessed landslide 


By Volt Contreras 


$T. BERNARD, SOUTHERN 
Teyte—Upland farmer Venancio 
Mensede was standing only a few 
‘meters from the fissured chunk of 
Mt. Kan-Abagon when it sudden- 
ly broke loose under heavy rains 
апа buried his entire village be- 
ipw. 

He was clinging to a tree when 
Jie saw Barangay Guinsaugon dis- 
appear in a raging flood of mud 
and boulders, including the 
school then holding over 200 
pupils and teachers—his 12-year- 
‘old daughter Chona and niece 
Nenita among them. 

" Four days later, the 50-year- 
old abaca grower returned to 
the spor where, he assumed, his 
House had stood. Looming not 
too far was the mist-topped 
thountain, its lush green coat 
fent down the middle by the 
brown bruise of last Friday's 
landslide. 

, With this deceptively serene 
vista for a backdrop, it was as 
though curtains in a tragic play 
һай half-way parted, revealing 
Mensede as a sulking, solitary ac- 
toron stage. 

Rescue workers saw him squat- 
ted on a pile of rocks, apparently 
scanning the surrounding devas- 
tation for any signs of hope. 

& Не was weeping by the time 


ken. 


journalists got to the site to ask 
him questions. 

Mensede would only give short 
answers—names, ages, a vague 
gesture, a nod or two. Grief, for 
this hemp gatherer, was much too 
raw, primal and better left unspo- 


No monologue from this tragic 
figure just yet—for, evidently, the 
healing process has hardly begun 


for him and his ill-fated village, 
what with over 900 of its resi- 
dents (or half of its population) 
still missing and believed to be 
entombed in the landslide. 

With rescue operations still go- 
ing on and local government offi- 
cials unwilling to concede that all 
is lost, this town has yet to find 
the tranquility it needs to purge 
its sorrows through a special 


GRIEVING farmer Venancio Mensede pauses on the very spot where he believes his house once stood in 
Barangay Guinsaugon. Now, there's only rubble and mud and a gnawing pain over his loss. 


PORE 


Mass or a ceremony of collective. 
mourning. 

As of yesterday, Philippine and 
US military choppers ferrying 
men and supplies to the rescue 
camps and evacuation centers 
continued to roar in the skies, re- 
minding everyone that the search 
for the dead—or for mira- 
cles—wasfar fromover. Witha 
report from Edwin Bacasmas 


No more sounds of life under 
mud up to 30 meters deep 


From page Al 
where some 250 pupils and teachers were 
feared buried after a mountainside collapsed 
Friday and swamped the Guinsaugon village 
921,800 people with mud and boulders. 
$ The governor's office put the death toll at 
107, including 11 body parts found in different 
places, More than 900 are still missing. 
“pr: Adelaida Asperin, a Department of 
Wealth official, listed 93 dead. 
Т The discouraging reports from the multina- 
tional teams scouring the village came a day 
after Gov. Rosette Lerias spoke of “increasing 
qve sins of life” being detected at the 
e. 
x Lerias was referring to official field reports 
that "scratching" and then "faint rhythmic 
tapping” were heard on Sunday and Monday 
with the help of sensitive instruments. A US 
officer also told the Inquier that American 
troops had heard what they thought were 
“voices” coming from underneath. 


Time to face reality 

But yesterday, some rescue workers said it 
sias time to face the truth that the missing must 
‘now be dead, Agence France-Presse reported. 

“Tt is good to hope but relatives of those 
hissing should by now already know the real- 
iy" the French news agency quoted Hector 
Reyes, leader of the Philippine canine search 
and rescue team, as saying. 

Reached by the Inguiner at 3:30 p.m. yester- 
day, Lt. Col. Raul Famacio, commanding gener- 
al of the Philippine military units mobilized for 
the rescue, said: “There are no more signs, no 
‘more indicators coming from the school.” 

Air Force rescue leader Capt. Roman Dioso, 
at 4:15 p.m., echoed Farnacio's statement. 

Not only were there “no signs (of life) so 
far,” but the various teams had yet to see any 


part of the schoo! building exposed despite 
their use of a backhoe over the past two 
hours, Dioso said. 

Amore definitive assessment came from Lu 
Cheng Tsung, commandant of the Taiwanese 
search and rescue team, which brought along 
some of the high-tech life detection instru- 
ments being used here. 

‘Asked through an interpreter whether their 
gadgets had picked up life indicators, Lu said: 
"So far there is no progress in these things 
in any sign of human beings alive." 


‘We’ll keep on working" 

On the victims’ chance of survival five days 
after being trapped underground, he said: “It 
is not optimistic, but we'll keep on working 
and try to find people either alive or dead.” 

Maj. Gen. Bonifacio Ramos, overall ground 
commander ofthe rescue operation, said the dig- 
gings had reached 10 to 15 meters deep in the 
area where the school was believed to be buried. 
No structure of the school had been found. 

‘The village had been buried in 10 to 30 me- 
ters of mud and boulders, according to initial 
estimates. 

Ramos said rescue teams, hampered by 
sporadic rains, would try to work on a 
24-hour basis if the weather permitted. 

Prospects of finding life under mud were 
fading by the hour. 

The rescue workers from four countries yester- 
day dug at a different spot from where they had 
excitedly detected underground sounds earlier 

But ground-penetrating radar, capable of 
mapping structures up to 17 meters deep, 
found nothing. 

The threat of more rain-triggered landslides 
slowed the search, as did confusion over where 
to dig and problems dealing with the wet mud. 

Excavation had centered Monday at a site 


where the school was believed to have sat, 
with some troops, miners and volunteers dig- 
ging at a second site, about 200 meters away 
‘where some estimated the school might have 
been carried. 

US Marines, digging in shifts of 40 men, 
worked alongside Philippine troops and tech- 
nical experts from Malaysia and Taiwan, but 
finally had to give up at the first site when the 
holes they created kept collapsing. 

“Аз we'd dig deeper, we'd try to dig wider, 
but with the rain last night .. there were little 
landslides happening around us,” said Lr. 
Jack Farley, head of the Marine contingent. 
“The soil here is so unstable.” 


‘We heard something" 

Tt also was unclear if the scratching, tap- 
ping noises and what seemed like voices that 
were heard Monday had come from survivors 
or just ground water or the mud settling, 

"A few times we heard something, we think 
we heard something, because we really want 
to hear something,” Farley said. “If there is 
anything агай, we're gonna go there." 

Accurate information was hard to come by, 
too. 

"Even the local population has kind of lost 
their bearings,” Farley said. "They don't have 
those terrain features around to distinguish 
wheresomething really is." 


No giving up. 

No one has been pulled out alive since a 
few hours after the disaster struck. 

Still, rescue workers refused to give up 
hope. 

Under the glare of generator-powered 
lights, the multinational group used high-tech 
gear like seismic sensors and sound- and 
heat-detection equipment alongside shovels 
and rescue dogs. 

They halted at around 3 a.m. yesterday and 
resumed workafter daybreak. 


Onlyariver 

“We heard some sound but there was no 
sign of life,” Taiwanese rescuer Benjamin 
Hong said. “We only heard the sound of the 
flowing river. We haven't heard any other life 
signs.” 

He said his team would continue checking 
at other sites around three separate hills of 
mud where the school was buried. 

Joel Son, head of a rescue team of Filipino 
miners, said the mud was so deep that 
searchers had yet to find the school. 

"Safety is an ongoing concern right now be- 
cause of the rain," said US Marine Capt. Bur- 
rell Parmer. "So far, no survivors have been re- 
covered. ©з а sad deal.” 

The smell of rotting bodies wafted through 
the command post of the relief effort, one 
kilometer from the landslide site. 

‘Asked why she was clinging to a hope that 
survivors would still be found in the buried 
school when most of the rest of the world ap- 

have given up hope, Mayor Maria 
“Because I believe in miracles.” 
ing for a miracle to happen, 
we are not losing hope. The search for sur- 
vivors continues,” a grim-looking Lim told the 
IuQuinzn last night, 

А team of geologists from the University of 
the Philippines and Ateneo de Manila Univer- 
sity arrived yesterday with ground penetrat- 
ing radar that could detect a structure up to 
17 meters below. With reports from Jani Ar- 
пай, PDI Visayas Bureau, AP and АЕР 
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Stories scarred 
survivors tell 


From page Al 
seen the need to buy feeds for his 
piggery that morning, with his 
"wife Epifania herself getting wor- 
ried they would not have enough 
firewood to last the day. 

So off she went to what turned 
out to be a "safe" part of the 
mountain to gather branches and 
twigs. He left the house 15 min- 
utes later on his bicycle to buy a 
sack of ipa (rice husks) from 
neighboring Barangay Catmon. 

Не was just leaving Guinsaugon 
when he saw the mountain col- 
lapse. He recalled it being triggered 
bya quake and an explosion. 


Leyte Relief 
Fund Drive 


‘THE PHILIPPINE DAILY In- 
швея п partnership with the 
League of Corporate Founda- 
tions (LCF), в providing assis- 
tance to the Southern Leyte 
landstide victims through the 
Corporate Network for Disas~ 
ter Response. You may send 
your donations in cash or 
check tothe Iucuimen office, 
Yague corner Mascardo 
Street, Chino Roces Avenue or 
call the Corporate Relations 
office at 897-8808 loc. 238. 


God's promise 

‘The sight made him cry out to 
heaven in terror: "Ginoo! Natapos 
na ang imong gipamulong (My God! 
‘Your promise has been fulfilled!) 

Also serving as a Catholic lay min- 
ister in Catmon, Nerio said the soul- 
wrenching spectacle made him utter 
those words as it instantly reminded 
him of the Biblical verse where God 
had “promised to change the face of 
the Earth.” 


It was one of those verses he as- 
sociated with "the end of the 
world.” 

Fortunately, the end never 
came for any member of his 
household that day since his 
three grown-up children, all by 
his deceased first wife, were liv- 
ing in different provinces. 

Still missing, however, were 
his two sisters, Sabina and Ne- 


80 Abanse! Pinay ... 


From page Al 

saugon Women's Health Associa- 
tion at the St. Bernard open-air 
auditorium near the barangay 
hall in Southern Leyte. 

Laureen Dacan Dumaguing, 
Abanse coordinator in the 
province, described how the par- 
ty-lis group would have celebrat- 
ed the occasion: A simple lunch of 
yams, bananas and a pork dish, 
plus singing and dancing, a skit 
and lots of speeches. 

They were always a jolly 
group, Dumaguing, 41, said of 
the 100 or so Abanse members 
whom she last saw during their 
national assembly in Cebu in Oc- 
tober 2005. 

“The women brought their chil- 
dren, who then played among 
themselves. It was a potluck affair 
and we had biko (rice cakes), ba- 
nanacue and juice. There was a lot 
of laughter because we had been 
told to come up with instant chants, 
songs and dances to depict our role 
inthe barangay” she recalled. 

Dumaguing would have been 
among the casualties, but she was 
tied down with responsibilities as 
executive director of another 
women's group in Baybay, Leyte, 
a3-hour bus ride away. 

The celebration just slipped 
her mind. And the Abanse mem- 
bers had apparently forgotten to 
invite her as well, maybe because 
they were busy fine-tuning a pro- 
ject proposal on top of the an- 
niversary preparations, she said. 


Health initiatives 

The group was behind health 
initiatives in Guinsaugon, includ- 
ing the Women's Health and Safe 
Motherhood Project of the De- 
partment of Health and the local 
government unit. 

It also managed the barangay 
health center, the Botika ng 
Barangay, а cooperative, a social 
lending program, a pig dispersal 
project and the Piso for Health 
‘medical insurance scheme. 

“They were always so active 
and cohesive,” said Beverly Cape- 
fia, Abanse chapter coordinator 
for Southern Leyte, who missed 
the celebration because the com- 
puter at the group's office in St. 
Bernard had broken down. 

She had to go home to Silago, 
three towns away, to finish the 
proposal herself. 

Capefia, 56, had half her mind 
оп the anniversary party as she 
typed away that Friday. Realizing 
it was almost 11 am, she 
thought: They should be starting 
at about this time 

‘And then she started receiving 
text messages from friends: 
Where was she? Was she all 
right? 


Like family 

Knowing that she hardly 
missed any Abanse event, they 
thought she was among the miss- 
ing women feared buried alive in 
the landslide. 

She had wanted to be there, said 
Capefia, along with Mayor Maria 


пеп, along with their families, 
including seven small children. 

It's for them that he spends his 
idle hours at the evacuation center 
in silent prayer, he said, showing 
the rosary in his right hand. He 
then pointed to his wife Epifania, 
whois also active in their church as 
a catechism teacher and who, since 
the evacuation, has wom her 
rosary around her neck. 

Whether it's through Venancio 
Mensede's silence (See story at 
left) or the Nerio couple's asser- 
tion of faith, coming to terms 
with a terrible loss may be this 
town's next arduous chal- 
enge—long after the rescuers of 
Barangay Guinsaugon had given 
wp. Withareport from Edwin 
Bacasma 


Lim, the barangay captain, and 
three of his councilmen, the wife of 
ап agriculture official a social wel- 
fare representative, and communi- 
ty organizer Elvie Adolfo. 

Mayor Lim, who was to deliver 
the inspirational message, had 
begged off at the last minute be- 
cause she had to attend another 
meeting in San Juan town. 

She sent four of her staff mem- 
bers instead—three midwives 
and a health worker. Now they 
areall gone. 

“They were like family to me,” 
Capefia said of her missing col- 
leagues, her voice breaking. 

She organized the party-list 
group in Southern Leyte in 2000, 
and watched it grow into a strong 
presence in the barangay. 

1n 2001, the women organized 
themselves into the Guinsaugon 
Women's Health Association to 
take on a DOH project funded by 
the European Commission. 

They were a lively group, some 
of them newlyweds but most of 
them housewives and mothers, 
said Capefia, a medical technolo- 
gist tumed social development 
worker who is also the executive 
director of the Southern Pacific In- 
tegrated Area Development Inc. 


Only 20 left 

So far, none of the women's 
bodies pulled from the mud has 
been identified. 

Сарейа noted that the rescuers 
had yer to start excavating the au- 
ditorium area. Or maybe some of 
the women had been buried with 
nameless others in the mass 
grave, she said. 

Of the members of Abanse 
Southern Leyte, only 20 are 
left—those who skipped the cele- 
bration for one reason or another, 
including a pregnant housewife 
who went home to prepare lunch 
forher family Dumaguing said. 

But егес hardly time to- 
grieve, said Capefia, who has 
Since reverted to social worker 
mode. 

Saturday morning saw her 
phoning her contacts, seeking as- 
sistance for the landslide sur- 
vivors. 


Generous response 

‘The response has been most 
generous: scholarship grants for 
the children from Abanses Cebu 
chapter, Lihok Pilipina; livelihood 
projects for the spouses through 
Oxfam; easy housing loans from 
the Philippine Partnership for the 
Development of Human Re- 
sources in the Rural Areas, 

Will Abanse survive this, 
tragedy? 

“Yes, definitely!" Capefia said, 
saying the men had volunteered 
to take their wives’ place in the 
party-list group and promised to 
continue what the women had 
started. 

Although touched, Capefia re- 
mained grounded: *This is not 
the right time to talk about the or- 
ganization, There's urgent work 
to be done." 
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Sh abu mi ni market Revival of ‘democracy walls’ pushed 


By Tarra V. Quismundo Caloocan City, the Ramon Magsaysay High" 
School in Cubao, Quezon City; the SM 
LOOKING FOR AN OUTLET FOR YOUR Megamall in Mandaluyong City, and the 


e e е 
1 pent-up emotions? San Carlos Seminary on Edsa in Makati" 
Write it on this wall. 
a An official of the Metropolitan Manila De- 


velopment Authority (MMDA) has pushed for 
the-revival of "democracy walls"—perimeter 
By Jocelyn R. Uy Like the compound of shabu dens where “customers” boarded boats walls of public and private buildings where 
in Pasig City the drug den in Taguig was very well lighted unlike the drug people can post their sentiments, be they 
POLICEMEN YESTERDAY RAIDED A also had its own set of rules scribbled den across the creek. rants or raves. 
РОЦСВМЕМ ee Ран shabu mart on walls: “Ang hihigop, bawal ang “It seemed that they deliberately MMDA Metropolitan Sanitation Manage- | WORLD-CLASS EQUIPMENT 
ШШЕ City based on a tip fom а kalan” "Bawal ang pulis dito” and made the street overlooking the drug ment Office (MSMO) Executive Director Li- | TO MATCH YOUR BUDGET! 
drug dealer. "Papatayin ang police asset dito.” den bright so that theycouldsee who- wanag Godinez made the proposal in a letter 
Unlike Senior Insp. Eufrenio Recovered from the compound everiscoming,”he told the Inquiner. last month to MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando 
bong. head of Taguigs Drug En- were drug paraphernalia such as Quoting a police informer, Obong im a move to discourage vandalism in the 
forcement Unit (DEU), said the drug tooters and pipes, aluminum foil, as- said drug traders go to the com- metropolis. 
fen which was composed of three sorted lighters, scissors and five sa- pound, owned by a certain Ronnie — "Democracy walls were conceptualized to 
dentes was located across а creek chets of methamphetamine Һу. Castro, to get their drug supply for minimize, if not totally eradicate, unsightly 
ih fpayo Bukid, Barangay Ususan.drochloride or shabu which, as of their customers. Drug users also fre- writings on walls and fences including graffi- 
Wale the Pasig raid which led to press time, were being examined at quent the area for pot sessions. “The ti and illegal postings of messages anywhere 
the arrest of over 300 people, по one the police crime laboratory. police are going to closely monitor in the area,” Godinez said. 
was arrested in Taguig as the area, Obong said that to get to the drug. Castro," Obong added. The MMDA had designated democracy 
which the operatives stormed at 3:30 den, one had to get on a boat which ‘The Taguig Anti-Crime and Illegal walls at 10 areas around the metropolis, 
a.m., was deserted. сап carry seven people. Ittakes seven Drugs Task Force, led by Councilor including the National Statistics Offices 
“We are 99 percent sure that the to 10 minutes to cross the creek, he Henry Duenas and the city’s DEU, are) on East and Quezon Avenues in Quezon 
suspects were tipped off about the added. keeping an eye on two more drug City the Manila Central University near 
raid,” Obong said. Obong observed that the area “hotspots” in the city, he said. the Bonifacio Monument Circle in 


ABC-5, union talks end in deadlock; strike threat up Sener ie ea 


for consultation in p 


ByDJ Yap ployee protection in the five-year CBA. tiation to make iteasier forboth parties. clusion” ofthe negotiations, 
ABCEU president Carlos Jizmun- If the standoff continues after the one- “We still want to conclude the CBA 

THE UNION OF TV NETWORK ABC-5 do said the union had filed a notice week mandatory waiting period, the negotiations at the earliest, reasonably 
Трек with managementover of strike with the Department of La- 1925014 union might just push possible time, so that together, we at 
iind patie Bargaining: Agreement Бог and Employment, which would through with a strike, Jizmundo ABC can channel all our energies. to [T DUET 
(CBA), with the possibility of a strike lapse tomorrow. The deadlock re- wamed ata press conference yesterday building а better, stronger television КҮТҮПТҮР 
looming in the horizon. sulted from a manifestation by em- in Quezon City. network," it added. 

оппа із ће aerated its 14 ployeesthatunionand management Despite the threat ofa strike, ABC-S — In response to the strike notice, ABC- 
anniversary yesterday the ABC-5 Em- should go to the negotiation tableas management reaffirmed its intention 5 management filed a petition for as- 
ployees Union (ABCEU) appealed to “social partners” unassisted by “to continue the CBA negotiations in sumption of jurisdiction and certifica- 
management to listen to their de- lawyers. good faith.” A statement sent to the бод for compulsory arbitration in the 
mandi mericwaryover "politica" pro. Management, however insisted on Ingumer said that management is DOLE. If granted, it would give the 
mands н aucun of tenure or em. lawyers being present during the nego- committed to “a fair and speedy con- agency authority over CBA talks 
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Prosecutor’s son shot in the head 

A SON of a Quezon City assistant prosecutor was shot In the head by 
two gunmen in front of his house on Monday. Andrew Jurado, 23, son 
of Assistant Prosecutor Alessandro Jurado, Is now In critical condition 
at the Far Eastern University Hospital. The police sald the younger Ju- 
rado was standing in front of his house on Gilmore St., Barangay Kali- 
gayahan іп Novaliches at 5:30 p.m. when two men on motorcycles shot 
him. He was rushed to the Bernardino Hospital before being moved to 
the FEU Hospital, PO2 Bong Quintero sald in a report. "He is now under 
observation. He's in critical condition but we're hopeful he'll make it," 
said the elder Jurado in an interview yesterday. The suspects probably 
got in а fight with his son and wanted to get even, he added. Investiga- 
tors are now working on a lead given by witnesses, police said. The el- 
der Jurado sald he doubted Ifthe shooting had something to do with 
his own Job as a prosecutor, since he had not recelved any death 
threats. DJ Yap 


Alabang Skywalk project takes off 


THE MUNTINLUPA City government plans to 


PARA SA INYO ITO: implement the Alabang Skywalk project. a net- 
DEAR PEDESTRIANS | ) work of elevated walkways, from the stretch of 
Montillano Street, traversing the Alabang 


viaduct, and ultimately connecting with the Al- 
E abang Market and the Liwasan Park. “The pro- 
Fresnedi added. It will also be lined with food and shopping stalls. The 
‘shouldered by a private company, Neil Tavu and Associates, said Fresnedi. 
Jocelyn R. Uy Loaded with big filing requirements? Address your problem. 


Students? t Бей with Sharpdesk™. Scan, archive, index, search and retrieve 
SHIRE сү piles bind Aulo ae those packing lists, import/export files, bills and other 
of a school in Parafaque Cty have declared а week-long holi- : 
day to allow health officials to investigate the alleged exposure of stu- documents with ease or send these to anywhere in the world 
dents and teachers to mercury last week. Eleven freshmen students ot in а few seconds. Equipped with powerful security options 
St Andrew's School were taken to the Philippine General Hospital (PGH) like the Sharp Data Security Kit (DSK) and fully-flexible 

ater they showed signs of mercury exposure following a science experi- А-ы 

ment on Thursday. Dr. Olga Virtusio, City Health Office (CHO) head, told networking features, Sharpdesk™ = 

the Inauinen yesterday, the students developed skin irritation or rashes. is definitely the ultimate digital fing ^ "I 

‘According to Virtuslo, the teacher was discussing mercury with 80 stu- solution. Сай us to leam more about Y=] 2—4 j 
dents when some of them started playing with the chemical which was in к== ле, 
Were discharged from the hospital yesterday. The OOH, the CHO, PGH Solutions. 

and the Environmental Management Bureau (ЕМВ) were investigating —Ó—À 
he Incident while doctors were testing blood samples of students to as- 
Sess the extent of exposure, sald Virtusio. Health officials, meanwhile, 
advised students, teachers, other school staff and even visitors who 
might have unknowingly been exposed to Ine substance о report symp- 
Toms such as vision impairment, numbness, lack of coordination of 
movements, muscle weakness, skin rashes, mood swings and memory 
loss. Jocelyn R. Uy 


Kin raise questions about McDo shooting 
THREE weeks after the shooting incident at the McDonald's restaurant 
оп Taft Avenue that left two of its managers dead, the family of the assis- 
{ant manager who allegedly shot his superior remain doubtful about the 
manner of his death. "We could not believe that he could kill his superior 
and commit suicide," Jo Perez said of her cousin, Luis Perez, who al- 
1едейу shot McDonald's manager, Olive Fernandez, a few minutes be- 
{ore a staff meeting on Feb. 3. Јо said her cousin and Fernandez were 
very close, and that Perez was "very protective of his friend." Jo also 
pointed out that the paraffin test on Perez yielded negative results, 
Showing that her cousin may not have fired the gun. Investigators at ће = 
те ане А яаа interd erede dee 
cases of suicide victims who also tested negative for gunpowder traces. cali centers, recruitment firms, brokers, forwarders, schools, medical & health care practitioners, 


Margaux C. Ortiz 


" @-Сору Manila. C-Copy Ortigas — C-CopyCalamba C-CopyMakati C-Copy Quezon City ©-Copy Cebu 
Seminar on prayer meetings Tot эше: 2р, Teu-ears7i4to 18 Tos (09) 545-9042 to 44 Tels: 521-2574 Tol: 372-0176 to 79 те: & 948-2985 
THE INSTITUTE for Pastoral Development (IPO), is inviting leaders of Chris- | Fax. Ser RE M Мше Fax (040) 646-0045 посни Fax 372-0174 (032) 420-5806 
tlan communities, prayer or worship groups to a one-day seminar-work- Fax: (032) 346-3976. 
shop on "Leading Prayer Meetings Effectively.” The facilitator is Eliseo еч ee eee que черле “aetna тат aed 
erop йт ratones ngPonpnaenconmuntyanatomer | AC YCODy | 252722601 Roxas эге блена, Makati City Copier Sales Fax: 525-9860 Я 
IPD executive director. The seminar will be held on Saturday, Feb. 25, from Z2UPY | Call Center: 525-9911 loc. 104/105 Service, Parts & Genuine Consumables 
— E 


8302. to 4 p.m. at the Upper Penthouse Function Room, BSA Mansions, ванне хози Е ра Fax: 525-9870 . 
408 Benavides St. (near AIM), Legaspi Village, Makati. Fee is P500. For de- eni iid роне: we Pan wun 


talis, please call Pet Carcillar at 8401585 and 8405038. 
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By Margaux C. Ortiz 
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THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVESTI- 
gation (NBI) intercepted four container 
väns carrying explosive materials at the 
Manila North Harbor yesterday after- 
noon, a day after its top official placed 
the bureau on red alert status. 

NBI Special Task Force (STF) Regional 
Director Reynaldo Esmeralda said the con- 
tainer vans contained 1,500 sticks of dyna- 
mite; 372,087 kg of ammonium nitrate; 
7,500 pieces of electric blasting caps; 7,500 
pieces of non-electric blasting caps; 3,750 
pieces of connectors; 375,000 pieces of or- 
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dinary blasting caps; 375,000 meters of 
safety fuse; and 75,000 meters of detonat- 
ing cord. 

‘Esmeralda explained that NBI officer in 
charge Nestor Mantaring had issued a 
memorandum order on Monday directing 
allagents and special investigators to be on 
the alert following reports of a possible 
coup attempt against ће government. 

"We have constantly been receiving reli- 
able intelligence reports about a possible 
coup d'érat against the administration by 
some disgruntled elements of the military, 

the Magdalo soldiers, and mem- 
bers of the Young Officers Union of the 
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New Generation,” Esmeralda said. 

He added that bureau operatives and 
members of the Manila Police District Ex- 
plosives and Ordinance Division conducted 
yesterday's operation at the two Manila 
piers in connection with the red alert direc- 


tive. 

According to Esmeralda, they had re- 
ceived a call from an informant regarding 
the large volume of ammonium nitrate, a 
major ingredient in bomb-making normal- 
Iy used as a soil nutrient and mango flower 
inducer, that was supposed to be shipped 
to Naga, Cebu, from Batangas province. 

‘The NBI official said they intercepted 


узы ы 
y deti 


the 20-footer and three 10-footercontainer 
vans at the two piers. 

“The shippers failed to produce docu- 
‘ments permitting them to transport such 
dangerous materials,” Esmeralda said, 
adding that they would subject the cargo 
to verification procedures. 

While ammonium nitrate could be used 
as fertilizer the presence of blasting caps 
showed the substance could be used for 
dynamite fishing, he pointed out. "We of- 
ten catch illegal fishing groups using dyna- 
mite and ammonium nitrate as explosives 
in Talisay, Cebu,” Esmeralda, a former Cen- 
tral Visayas regional director, said. 
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NBI holds 4 vans with explosive loads 


Police chief 
out of EPD 
in ‘minor’ 
reshuffle 


By Luige A. del Puerto 
and Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


NEARLY TWO WEEKS AFTER THE DISCOV- 
егу of a compound of shabu restaurants in 
Pasig City, the chief of the Eastern Police Dis- 
trict (EPD) has been relieved. 

Police authorities, however, did not say if 
Chief Supt. Oscar Valenzuela's removal was a 
result of the discovery on Feb. 10 of the 
“shabu dens” in Sitio Mapayapa in Barangay 
Sto. Tomas, less than a kilometer away from 
the Pasig City Hall and the EPD headquarters. 

His relief, according to a police statement, 
was part of a minor reshuffle involving nine 
offices in the Philippine National Police. 

Chief Supt. Charlemagne Alejandrino, for- 
mer deputy chief of the Directorate for Inves- 
tigation and Detective Management, has been 
appointed as Valenzuela's replacement. 

‘The EPD is in charge of maintaining peace 
and order in the cities of Marikina, Pasig, 
Mandaluyong and the town of San Juan. 


Still no word from compound owner 

Meanwhile, the Pasig City government has 
yet to get in touch with the owner of the lot 
"where the shabu restaurants were found. City 
Legal Officer Carlos Abesamis said that until 
yesterday, the owner had yet to talk to them. 

"We will recommend the inclusion of the 
owner of the lot in the charges to the Philip 
pine National Police," Abesamis said. 

Pasig City Mayor Vicente Eusebio also said 
they were thinking of going to court in order 
to confiscate the property, where he plans to 
build a “drug rehabilitation center.” 

"Two land titles covering parts of Sitio Ma- 
payapa in Barangay Sto. Tomas had been 
traced toa certain Amin Imam Boratong. 

Abesamis sent Boratong a letter on Feb. 14 
to inform him of, and invite him to, the demo- 
lition of the shabu mart—composed of sever- 
al shanties—on his private lot, which pushed 
through on Feb. 15. 

Although the letter was received by Bora- 
tong's friends, he has yet to send a reply. 

Based on copies of the land titles given to 
the Inquiten, Boratong bought the lot from 
the Santos family in August 2005. 

Four members of the Santos family owned 
the lot from 1993 until the land title маз 
transferred to Boratong's name last year, ac- 
cording to records from the City Registry of 
Deeds. 


Eusebio mulls libel raps vs rival 

Eusebio also lashed back at his political ri- 
val, Rep. Roberto Jaworski Jr who had linked 
him to the operation of the drug dens. 

“We are studying the filing of libel charges 
against him,” he told reporters. 

He said the allegations against him were 
plain politicking as he showed copies of an al- 
leged manifesto being circulated in the city 
supposedly urging Jaworski to run for mayor 
next year. 

The manifesto, in the form of a signature 
campaign addressed to Jaworski, was signed 
by politicians, many of whom lost in local 
elections in 2004. 

Eusebio said he received a copy of the man- 
ifesto just the other afternoon. 

“Look at the timing,” he said. But the mayor 
did not discount the possibility of running for 
reelection next year. 

‘There are talks that Jaworski and Eusebio's 
son, Bobby, are both aiming for the mayoral 
post next year, 


Drug tests for police operatives 

In another development, eight police drug 
operatives in the Camanava (Caloocan, Mal- 
abon, Navotas, Valenzuela) area have volun- 
teered to be tested for drugs. 

Northern Police District director Chief 
Supt. Leopoldo Bataoil said the drug test, 
which will be administered to the district's 
Anti-Illegal Drugs team, is a precautionary 
measure to “tune up the main team of the an- 
ti-drugs campaign.” 

"A drug test must be conducted within 24. 
hours for all members to set the tone and give 
operatives the moral ascendancy in doing 
their jobs,” Bataoil said in his order to the 
head af the team, Chief Insp. Bong Tarnate. 

Bataoil said he is validating unverified re- 
ports of illegal drug dens operating in the Ca- 
manava area. 

He urged barangay officials and residents, 
meanwhile, to immediately report to local au- 
thorities any Шода! activity in their area. 

“A similar situation as thar In Pasig City, 
where illegal drugs were openly sold and 
used for years, must not be tolerated,” Bataoil 
said. With Nancy C. Carvajal 
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By PDI Research 


(Editor's Note: The following chronology was distilled from books and PDI archives, 
about events leading up to what has been called the “real” Edsa.) 


FEBRUARY 22, 1986 DAY ONE 
Midnight 


Defense Secretary Juan Ponce Enrile and 
key aides finalize Enrile's speech in which he 
will proclaim himself head of a ruling junta. 
after rebel troops led by the Reform the 
‘Armed Forces Movement (RAM) assault 
Malacañang. Assaultis planned for Feb. 23 
адат. 


2am. 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Fabian Ver 
fortifies Palace, having been informed of im- 
pending coup by Maj. Edgardo Doromal of 
the Presidential Security Command. 
Doromal was tapped by RAM to serve asa 
spy in the Palace but he later confessed to his 
commander, Col. Irwin Ver, son of the AFP. 
chief, and agreed to become a double agent. 


Зат. 

Ata meeting at Enrile's Dasmariñas house i 
Makati, RAM chief Col. Gregorio Honasan 
learns that a Marine battalion is positioned 
exactly at rebels’ planned point of attack. 


9am. 

Оп Ver's instruction, Metropolitan Com- 
‘mand officer Col. Rolando Abadilla tries to 
talk Honasan out of any rash action. 


10a.m. 

Honasan learns that more soldiers are being 
deployed to guard Palace. Trade Minister 
Roberto Ongpin calls Enrile to say that his 
19 security men have been arrested. Enrile 
worries because three were on loan from 
him and knew of coup plot. 


Noon 

in Malacafiang, President Marcos meets with È 
US Ambassador to the Philippines Stephen = £ 
Bosworth and Philip Habib, US President 
Ronald Reagan's "trouble-shoote 

Americans note worsening political crisis and 
push for Ver's removal from office. 


Honasan and Lt. Col. Eduardo Kapunan 
arrive at Enrile's house; they tell him of or- 
ders to round up all members of their move- 
‘ment. Between hiding їп Cagayan Valley and 
regrouping for possible stand-off, Enrile 
chooses the latter and tells everyone to go 
to Сатр Aguinaldo. 


12:45 p.m. 

Capt. Ricardo Morales, one of Imelda's se- 
Girly officers, surveys the Palace defenses 
апа attempts о withdraw firearms from the 
Presidenta Security Unit armory. Hes ac- 
Сантай and becomes the first of four айерей 


$ assassins arrested by Marcos forces. The 


others are Maj. Saulito Aromin, Lt. Col. Jake 
Malajacan and Maj. Ricardo Brillantes. 


pm. 
lefore boarding his plane out of Manila 
iabib told a US Embassy officer to tell 
Bosworth that Aquino won the election and 
‘deserves our support. Marcos is finished, 
ind we ought to offer him asylum in the 
us.” 

Enrile and RAM discuss how to cover up 
their coup plot in order to drum up support for 
themselves. Enrile calls AFP vice chief Gen. Fi- 
del Ramos, who declares his full support. 


3pm. 
Honasan gives signal to prepare his men for 


combat. He, Enrile and Kapunan fly to 
Aguinaldo in a chopper. 


3:30 p.m. 


1 At Aguinaldo, Enrile's guards bring out 


brand-new M-16s, Uzis and бай. Enrile gr- 
ders troop deployment around Camp 
Crame. On the phone, he tells his wife Cristi- 
nato call IuouimeR founding chair Eugenia 
Apostol to apprise her of what's happening 
and request her to inform Jaime Cardinal 
Sin. 


4:30 p.m. 


Brig. Gen. Salvador Mison's Regional Uni- 


5 THE DIEIS CAST. At Camp Aguinaldo, Enrile: 
2 despite having only 500 men at the time and with no air, armor or artillery equipment. 


fied Command No. 8, which includes First 
Lady Imelda Marcos’ native Leyte, express- 
es support for the rebels—the first military 
È region to do so. 


ispm. 

Unaware of unfolding events, Ver and Imel- 

$ da attend wedding ofa genera sonat Vi- 

Т lamor Air Base Ver is stunned when told. 
Marcos call his tree children to Mala- 
cafiang. Enrile tells Sin: "I will be dead with- 

$ ia one hour. dont want to die... fitis pos- 
Site, do something. ' sil ike to tive” 


6pm. 

Ramos arrives at Aguinaldo atr dialogue in 
his Alabang house with group called Cory 
Crusaders. 


6:45 p.m. 
amos and Enrile hold press conference to 
Enmounce withdrawal of support from Mar- 
соз. They say they are not out to seize pow- 
r but to return io the people in the person 
‘Corazon Aquino, whom they recognize as 
ine rightfully elected President 
"They have less than 500 men and no air, 
ror or artilery equipment. 
Ramos moves to Grame across the streat 
om Aguinaldo. Former AFP chiet Romeo 


FEBRUARY 22, DAY ONE 


City, have brief phone conversation. (Aquino 
had known of Enrile's coup plans.) 
In Malacaftang, Imelda tels reporters of. 
{ plotto kili her and Marcos at 12:30 a.m, 


AL 


20 p.m. 
 Twenty-One Movements Agapito 
Aquino, despite his group's decision 
to wait, throws his support behind rebels 
and calls on volunteers to mest him at Ise- 
fann department storein Cubao preparatory 
$ to marching to Edsa. 
(Shorty afer) Over айо Veritas, Sin 
calls for public support of Enrile and Ramos. 


10:30 p.m. 
Marcos announces over government-owned 
Channel that he ien total control of stua- 
{ ton and calls on Enrile and Ramos "to stop 
{то stupidity апа surrender so that we may 
negotiate.” He reports the thwarting of an 
attempt on his life by one of Imelda's body- 
yuards in a conspiracy Involving Enrile and 
lamos and then proceeds to present the al- 
$ leged assassin, Morales, who reads а sup- 
posed confession. 

Nuns and seminarians of Bandila, a mod- 
rate coalition, are firstto form human bar- 
'icade around Crame. Superstar Nora Aunor 

arrives at Edsa. 

Food starts arriving in response to En- 
ile's appeal that while they are ready to die 
or country, they have по food forthe 

troops. 


Espino, Brig. Gen. Ramon Farolan and Post- 
master General Roilo Golez arrive at 
Aguinaldo. 


Tpm. 

Marcos remains in Palace study room with 
Í Fabian and Irwin Ver and Information Minis- 
1 ter Gregorio Cendaña. 


8:15 p.m. 

Ver orders miltary inteligence chief Brig. 
on. Fide Singson to destroy Radio Veritas. 
ingson deploys men but orders them not 

1 to take offensive action. He prepares to jin 
2 Ramos-Enre forces. 


I pam. 
Enrile tells Marcos over Radio Veritas: 
"Enough is enough, Mr. President. Your 
time в up. Do not miscalculate our strength 
now.” 

ris Aquino, then disco-hopping, is 
found after frantic search and reunited with 
her mother, both are акеп to Carmelite con- 
9:30 p.m. vent. 
Col. Antonio Sotelo 0 Air Force 15thStrike {р 
Wing readies ай five attack helicopters at 
Villamor in support of defectors. 


p.m. 

nrile ends phone conversation with Ver, 
1 with both adversaries agreeing not to attack 
: tonight 


30pm. 
Ver orders power and water lines at Aguinal- 
Чо and Grame cut, but heis ignored 

Crowd at Edsa swells. 

Officials who withdraw support for Mar- 
cas: Lt. Col Jerry Albano and his Security 
and Escort Batalion of 200 officers and 
1 men, (To be continued) 


10 p.m. $ 
Radio Veritas continues with biow-by-blow 2 

2 account ot rebelion. Enrile and Aquino, who 2 
s secured in the Carmelite convent in Cebu 
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By May R. Vargas 


NTIL NOW I WAS WONDER- 

ing what would draw a 7- 

year-old girl to a tumultuous 
scenario like Edsa 1. 

Му mother was apprehensive about letting 
me go with my father, bribing me with going 
tothe mall instead. 

But there was something ablaze in my fa- 
ther’s eyes, just as in everybody else's in our 

“community, that made me stand my ground 
and say that 1 would go to Edsa, no matter 
how vague that word was to me then. 


From page Al 


for a civil disobedience campaign in a mas- 
sive rally at the Luneta. Here, she presented 
a seven-point strategy that included the 
boycott of products and establishments 
owned by Marcos cronies. The climax was a 
nationwide strike on Marcos's swearing-in 
on Feb. 26. 

But there was already a more active and 
potent action going on in the Armed Forces. A 
coup d'etat had been in the works by the Re- 
form the Armed Forces Movement or RAM. Its 
plans had been finalized and the soldiers 
were set to go. 

Cojuangco himself had been in contact 
with the RAM leaders like Almonte and 
Colonels Gregorio "Gringo" Honasan, Vic Bat- 
acand Red Kapunan. 


Ruling junta. 

The RAM meetings gave Cojuangco in 
sights into the unrest within the military It al- 
зо gave him an idea of the mind-set of these 
soldiers. 

“I think we agreed that we were fighting 

_ (for) the same cause. But their idea was for a 
revolutionary government headed by a jun- 
ta,” Cojuangco said. 

It was to be composed of Aquino, her vice 
presidential candidate Salvador Laurel, Car- 


dinal Jaime L. Sin, Defense Minister Juan, 


Ponce Enrile, Gen. Fidel Ramos and former 
Executive Secretary Alex Melchor. 

* don't know why Melchor was included. 
‘Anyway, this was the idea and we would talk 
about it for hours and hours in my house or in 
prearranged meeting places. We would talk 
till the wee hours of the morning,” Cojuangco 
said. 

"Sometimes I asked them, Why do we have 
to go into a junta? We have a parliament and 
ме have friends there. No. No junta. That 
would cause trouble." 

“But they were firm about it. It must be a 
junta first. Then we will draw up a constitu- 
tion and have an election two years later. That 
was their proposal and 1 totally disagreed 
with it. I didn't want our country to be a ba- 
mana republic. We do it this way, we are no 
better than some of the Latin American coun- 
tries. And our talks would go round and 
round, And we never really reached a conclu- 

«sion 


Strange relationship. 

The meetings would begin a strange re- 
lationship between RAM and the Marcos 
opposition. A form of trust had already de- 
veloped. RAM had provided additional se- 
‘curity for Aquino during the election cam- 
paign. 

‘Almonte wanted Aquino to stay at the Co- 
Juangco residence on Palm Avenue in exclu- 
sive Dasmariñas Village, Makati. 

“I can immediately send a battalion of 
Marines from (Fort) Bonifacio once the action 
starts," he told Peping. “They can quickly rush 
in to secure Cory.” 

Cojuangco immediately called Aquino and 
suggested that the trip to Cebu be called off. 
But Aquino was adamant. "We already gave 
our word,” she said. 

Cojuangco called Almonte and told him 
about Aquino's decision. Almonte proposed a 
backup plan. “OK,” he told Cojuangco, “if that 
is the case, I'l try to arrange some security 
there for her" He gave Cojuangco a con- 
tact—a colonel—in Cebu. 

‘They were about to leave on Feb. 21, a 

Friday, when Lt. Jose Honrado Jr, 
Aquino’s godson and chief security officer 
of Hacienda Luisita, paid a visit. Honrado 
was anxious about her leaving and ex- 
plained why. 
‚ "He wasn't a RAM member but he already 
knew about the plot and was part of it,” Co- 
juangco said. "He told me, Ме move on Sun- 
day, 2am.” 

But realizing that Aquino was set on leav. 
ing, Honrado gave instructions on what she 
should do once RAM moved. Once the 
rebels attacked Malacafiang, Aquino was to 
be kept hidden in Cebu until 9 a.m. Sunday 
Tf things went right, the Palace would have 
been taken over and secured by the soldier: 
by then. He would immediately call Co- 
juangco once the coast was clear so she 
could return to Manila 

What to do if the coup failed? 

He didn't say what she should do then. 

"The first reports of the Enrile-Ramos break- 
away came while Aquino's boycott campaign 
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The girl who didn't go to the mall 


So 1 boarded one of the jeepneys that our 
neighbors arranged for that special event. 

Ours was a small barangay in the heart of Las 
Piñas which, according to my father, was never 
cowed by Marcos's band of despotic soldiers. 

One of my favorites from among his stories was 
how the formerly warring community gangs 
‘would team up to escape the soldiers guile and 
cruelty, or to some extent, actually disarm them 
and give them a dose of their own medicine. 

‘And so with agitation burning in their hearts, 
the men and the women tracked that road that 
Jed us to Luneta where the Filipino people, as one 
nation struck that one big blow against the dicta- 
tor who as learned years later, had stolen the Fil- 


ipino peoples’ wealth, and tortured thousands of 
freedom fighters and activists. 

Yellow was the dominant color that day and 
even our jeepney was suddenly brimming with 
yellow banners, adorned instantly by people 
‘who were only too eager to see that more people 
had come. 

1also remember having to lie flat on the jeep- 
ney's floor because even before we could take 
off, stones flew in our direction, hitting some of 
my neighbors in the head. My father had me go 
with another family and for some time we sat by 
the baywalk and ate hotdogs. 

‘was totally unaware of what was really hap- 
pening but the energy emanating from the crowd 


kept me wanting to be within the crowd no mat- 
ter how dangerous it might be for a young girl. 

But my father came later to fetch me, seeming- 
ly agreeing to my yearning to be part of history. 

With very little understanding yet of what I 
was seeing, I saw nuns fainting and being car- 
ried away to ambulances on stretchers, 1 re- 
member my feet being lifted from the ground, 
carried off to this point and that. 

Т was scared to hell but the people's move- 
ments had a rhythm one dared not break away 
from. The crowd was pushing, pulling, chanting 
and waving as if drunk with some intoxicating 
victory. A song united everyone and I remember 
singing that song on and off a few days, weeks 


Almonte tips off Cory camp on coup 


was under way in Cebu, 


Phone call to Enrile 

In the house of a supporter, Aquino managed 
to call Enrile at Camp Aguinaldo. Their conver- 
sation was brief. Aquino offered prayers for En- 
rile. But Cojuangco was thinking fast. Aquino's 
safety was foremost in his mind. 

“There are places they could go to but it was 
ар to Cory to decide. Blaine Porter, the Ameri- 
can consul general in Cebu, had paid a visit and 
with instructions from US Ambassador Stephen 
Bosworth offered the security of a US Navy 
frigate to Cory until the crisis had passed,” Co- 
juangco said. 

“1тайкей with her. Just the two of us,” he said. 
^1 told her, We have three choices. One you will 
stay here in Cebu and accept the offer of the 
navy frigate for your safety. Two, they (Marcos's 
men) know our movements here so we у to 
Malaysia... Or, third, we fly back to Manila." 

Staying with the Americans was, for Aquino, 
а "bad image” to the people. Running away 
from trouble was far from her mind. "We go 
back to Manila,” she said. 


Convent as refuge 

“So we hid her in a monastery (the Convent of 
the Pink Sisters) until the next day ... Cory was al- 
ready impatient to leave but I told her to wait.” 


Cojuangco was waiting for his RAM contacts 
for assurances that RAM could secure Aquino. 
He was told that it was not possible. 

While Aquino and the leaders of the opposi- 
tion held a press conference at the Mactan Ho- 
tel, Peping was in a room briefing the two pilots 
who were to fly them to Manila. 

‘Security for Aquino in Manila soon became 
the greatest concern for the opposition once 
people began to gather at Edsa. She and her 
companions stayed at her sister Josephine's 
house at Wack Wack in Mandaluyong, awaiting 
developments. But Aquino wanted to go else- 
where. 

"She went on radio and called on the people 
to be there,” Peping remembers. "It was then 1 
realized that Cory wanted to go to Edsa.” 

Cojuangco remembers that Colonel Almonte 
had told him not to bring Aquino to Edsa be- 
cause it was dangerous. 

here were snipers all around and she 
could get killed. When I told her about this 
and was trying to convince her not to go, she 
told me, ‘I invited the people then I wouldn't 
go?Fixit." 


Edsa appearance 

A secure spot was chosen for Aquino to 
make her appearance. It was at the corner of 
Ortigas Avenue and Edsa, where the Philip- 
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pine Overseas Employment Agency (POEA) 
building was. At that time, the only buildings 
in the area tall enough for snipers to nest in 
were the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion office and a few more structures farther 
down Edsa. 

А team led by Cojuangco's right-hand 
man, Tommy Henson, made a security 
sweep of the surrounding buildings and 
traced an escape route in case of trouble. 
But the arrangements were taking time and 
it wasn't long before Cojuangco faced an im- 
patient Aquino. 

Being at Edsa was Aquinos immediate 
thought. She stormed out to a parked car in the 
driveway and ordered the driver to go to Edsa. 

Cojuangco was right behind her. The driv- 
er looked at Aquino, then at Cojuangco, 
waiting for the order. This time, it was the 
younger brother who gave the final order. 
He gave the driver a firm head shake. No. 
‘Aquino had to wait. She walked back to the 
house. It would take a bit more time before 
Cojuangco would give the go-signal to go to 
Edsa. 

At 4 p.m., Feb. 24, Aquino made her first ap- 
pearance with the people at Edsa since the revo- 
lution began. A makeshift stage was set up on 
the front steps of the POEA building along with 
a sound system. 
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Marcos would not leave; his family refused to leave him 


From page Al 


the USS M. Cluskey, the USS Sacramento, the 
USS Obriendo and the USS Puller were “an 
chored at the US sea base.” 

US Secretary of State George Schultz said 
the US forces “should maintain reinforce 
ments over the horizon to protect the US 
bases in the Philippines.” The reinforcements 
came from the ships of the US 7th Fleet 


Transition government 

But against whom or what was the US be- 
ng protected? 

The question must have been answered in 
part by the reports of Labor Minister Blas Ople 
апа Acting Foreign Minister Pacifico Castro 
who were sent to Washington on Feb. 20 to 
confer with White House official 

The reports clearly indicated 
“should give way to a transition government. 

If Marcos refused to leave Malacañang, 
would the Marines of the US 7th Flee 
bombed him out? 

With the elements of the US state depart 
ment obviously 
office, at least physically, Marcos still believed 
that his o President Ronald 
would help him. 

But Schultz presented no alternatives. He sa 
that if Marcos stayed and controlled the govern 
ment through military force, “the semi police state 

mposed by Marcos would destroy the ability of 
[Corazon] Aquino and the Church to provide а 
democratic alternative to the commun 
don't want this to happen. 
That was the picture Schultz dr 
сарап that the best 
Marcos "decent 


hat Marcos 


geared to remove him from 


atment" once Marcos 
as taken out and brought to the United States. 

It must be noted here that Schultz's “talkin 
points" were explicit: America would “welcome” 
Marcos, period. 

Washington prepare 
cogs departure with Sch 
tions. 

Schultz said: "The Marcos era has ended. Mar. 
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not in a position to make that kind of representa 
Marcos asked him what he should do. The sen 
Marcos left 
“Cut and cur cleanly: The time has come 
alt said. 
Marcos was silent for the longest time 
senator had to ask if he was still there 
Marcos replied: “Yes. 
pointed.” And then he hung up. 
It is important to understand, 


would be to the best interest of all if 
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Sugar 


By Musong R. Castillo 


DAVAO CITY—THE BIGGEST 
motivations seem simple 


enough for Canlubang. 

"The most dominant team in the Philippine Air- 
lines Interclu swings into action for a first-ever 
two-division sweep in a year when payback takes 
the back seat and the "future" of the Sugar 
Barons in the regular men's toumament is un- 
veiled 

"Of course, winning again is the primary tar- 
get,” non-playing skipper Luigi Yulo said. "But af- 
ter (winning the Seniors tourney) last week, our 
prime motivation is to go for a sweep." 

The Sugar Barons, owners of 12 regular men's 
titles, won the division for 55 years old and above 
for the first time on Saturday. 

‘And they will have to do it without one of the 
most familiar, if not the most dominant, fixtures 
in the team—Juvic Pagunsan—but with a roster 
that has a merry mix of youth and experience. 

Former RP Amateur champ Jun Bernis will 
spearhead Canlubang in the first round of cham- 
pionship division play at the up-and-down Ran- 
cho Palos Verdes here. 

National Caddies’ Open products and team 
rookies Joseph and Mario Labajo, JR Tanpinco 
and Ronnie Torrecampo will debut for the Sugar 
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arons set out 
for first-ever double 
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PAL Interclub chair Domingo Duerme hits the ceremonial drive at Apo Golf and Country Club in 


Davao on the eve of the men’s regular tournament today at Palos Verdes. 


Barons before action shifts to one of the toughest 
tests in local golf—Apo Golf Club—tomorrow. 
Veteran Abe Rosal, RP team mainstay Jay Bay- 
топ, Boyet Saragoza, rookies Jonel Ababa and 
Mark Femando complete the Canlubang roster 
“{ wish Canlubang ай the luck,” said Thirdy Es- 


мео SARMENTO 


cano, captain of defending champion South- 
‘woods. “Definitely, its а formidable team. But we 

will defend our title the best way we can.” 
Escano said yesterday that team leaders have 
not made up its mind on who will open their tile 
ттл 
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Your Hair? 


"Hair loss made me feel irritable 
around people. Now that | have 
more hair from Svenson, | feel 
confident ond became more 
active again!" 


= Donn, 29 years old 


When you're young, hair loss can drastically alter 
your looks and affect your self-esteem, As you 
lose your hair your youthful appeal slips away too. 
Stop it effectively at Svenson. We offer proven 
treatments for eliminating the main cause of hair 
Joss, restoring thickness to thinning strands and 
hastening re-growth, For extreme cases, you сап 
even add more hair that's as natural as yours with 
our advanced replacements. 


Don't let early hair loss ruin your youth. 
Call Svenson today and get a free hair and scalp 
check-up. 
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cau. 892-HAIR (4247) _ 
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The first time I tried Petron Xtra Unleaded, I drove from Novaliches to Lucena City. 
Since then, | noticed that my car's engine performed better and my fuel lasted longer: 
So 1 stopped using rhy former gasoline brand and switched) to Petron Xtra Unleaded. 


RAYCELL BALDOVINO, ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 


i] 
Araneta amaze 
Iloilo, Negros blank foes 


By Cedelf P. Tupas 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


"ILOILO CITY—GROWING UR TAN ARANETA SWEARS HE NEVER IMPOSED HIMSELF 
in the football feld of Barotac Nuevo town. He was making his presence felt elsewhere. 


But for 90 minutes yesterday, he stood out 
Яп the pitch where the finest players of the 
‘country started their careers. 

Seeing action for titie defenders National 
“Capital Region, the 23-year-old Araneta put 
“оп a show on his homecoming, knocking in 
wo goals in a 4-1 victory over Baguio at the 
start of the PFENational Men's Open Cham- 
pionship here. 

1 just tag along with the older players in 
town, so I was never really the king of this 
field,” said Araneta, of the Philippine Air 
Force, who is actually one of 12 players in 
the NCR team who hail from Barotac Nuevo, 
the country’s football hotbed about 25 km 
from lloilo. 

"They (older players) said 1 played well 
today” 

Spanish midfielder Luis Lozano started 
the scoring for NCR, right at the opening 

_ minute, before Araneta's header off a Ruel 
"Gener cross in the Sth minute made it 2-0. 

The nifty NCR striker broke loose from an 
offside trap and beat the Baguio keeper on a 
one-on-one play in the 39th minute. 

Another Baroacbom booten Emilio 
Caligdong finished off Baguio three minutes 
from time with a left-footed rocket outside 
‘the box, after Izzeldin El Habib, one of three 
‘Sudanese playing for Baguio, had booted in 
his teams only goal in the 77th minute. 

Meanwhile, Team Biscocho House-loilo 
drew a hat-trick from Dan Pademal and а 
‘double from Kenley Delgado in a convincing 


5-0 win over ligan in Bracket Bin La Paz. 

‘Toumament debutant North Cotabato 
blanked Zamboanga, 5-0 in Sta. Barbara. 

Playing together as a team for the first 
time, Negros Occidental equaled йоз im- 
pressive triumph with a 5-0 rout of ligan. 

"This is actually a practice game for us,” 
Negros coach Freddie Lazarito said. 

‘But cohesion was never a problem for Ne- 
gros, which had five players scoring a goal 
each. And had it not been for the goal-posts, 
the team would have scored in double digits. 
Strikers Floriano Pasilan, Frederick Jan Se- 
rios and Jerome Orcullo were twice denied 
by the woodwork. 

Serios opened the scoring in the 2nd 
minute with a tap-in after capitalizing on a 
misjudgment by the Masbate keeper. 

A glancing header by Reydrick Мітап off 
an Orcullo free kick from the comer on the 
hour mark made it 2-0, before Pasilan, Or- 
cullo and Dexter Dean Versario each made 
their contributions in the final 10 minutes. 

Padernal got his hatarick as early as the 
37th minute, latching on a through ball fom 
Reymund Juarez with alet-footed roller from 
five yards out, after scoring on a header in the 
Gh minute and a rare tap-in in the 34th. 

Delgado produced the best goal of the 
tournament so far pouncing on another 
Juarez pass with a one-touch volley in the 
‘53rd minute, before finishing the scoring 
with a grounding right-footed strike three 
minutes from time. 
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s for NCR; 


NATIONAL Capital Region's Ali Borromeo weaves past an unidentified 
Baguio defender at the Barotac Nuevo pitch. 


, Mifioza heads stellar cast 
in chase for P1.2M purse 


FRANKIE MINOZA COMPLETES 
the tough cast gunning for the P1.2 
million top prize in The Country 
(Club Invitational which fires off to- 
morrow at TOC course in Can- 
lubang, Laguna. 

Although Mifioza could finish no 
better than joint 63rd in last weeks. 
Malaysian Open, the country’s top 
shotmaker will surely add prestige 
tothe P million tournament. 

"Franke will surely fire up the 
rest of the field,” said Vince Villa 


BIG DRAW: Frankie Mifioza 


next four days?" 


his father, Don Pocholo. 


fuerte of the organizing Videocom. 
"Were expecting a shootout in the 


Mifioza will also lead the field in 
the traditional pro-am event of the 
tournament put up by Enrique К. 
Razon Jr to honor the memory of 


Meanwhile, reigning RP Ladies 
Open champion Debbie de Villa and 
national pool members Anya Tan- 
pinco and Lora Roberto will also see. 
action in the event as part of their 


preparations for international tour- 
naments, induding the Thailand 
Ladies Open set early next month. 

Despite that sputtering windup in 
Kuala Lumpur, where he closed out 
with a 74 after two 69s, the battle- 
scarred Mifioza is actually enjoying 
a resurgence of sort last year after a 
couple of seasons in the doldrums. 

A sime winner in the rich 
Japan Tour, the 46-year-old Mifioza 
found his touch again with three top. 
five finishes on the Asian Tour. 


Knights corner semifinal berth 


NCAA CHAMPION LETRAN TROUNCED ITS 
league counterpart from Southem Luzon, San 
Sebastian College-Recoletos of Cavite, 71-58, 
yesterday to clinch a semifinal seat in the colle- 
giate division of the National Students Basketball 
Championships at the Rizal Memorial Coliseum. 

‘The Knights applied a debilitating full court 
press to build a 60-47 spread at the end of the 
third period and coast to their third straight victo- 
1y in as many outings. 

Jonathan Aldave led all scorers with 16 as Le- 


tran arranged a meeting with Philippine Chris- 
tian University also 3-0, for Group A honors in а 
match that rekindles the NCAA 2005 finale. 

ЧААР tidist Far Eastern University dumped 
Manuel L. Quezon University, 83-68, for a third 
straight win that primed the Tamaraws for a piv- 
otal game against University of Visayas, also 3-0, 
in Group B. 

Lefty Jeffri Allan Chan led five double figure. 
scorers from FEU with 16 as the Tamaraws 
braced for the return of their hottest star, Arwind 


Flashy Arce ready ' 
to rumble with 
Viloria anywhere 


THE MEGABUCK FIGHT THAT 
World Boxing Council light fiy- 
weight titlist Brian Viloria has been 
longing for against interim WBC fly- 
weight champion Jorge Arce of 
Mexico may come sooner than ex- 
pected. 

This developed after Arce, who 


Sugar Barons set out for first-ever double 


defense. But he said Japanese youngsters Toru 
‘Nakajima and Michio Matsumura will play today. 

Southwoods tumed back a weekend charge by 
Canlubang to win by two points last year, and the 
stars of that dramatic victory are back in the fold, 
‘save focone. 

Michael Bibat, who drilled in a six-foot birdie 
оп the 18th hole of the Marapara in Bacolod to 
clinch the crown for Southwoods last year, will be 
back. But the title-holders will surely miss its star, 
Artemio Murakami, who turned pro at the start 
ofthe year like Pagunsan. 

Tonlits Asistio, the long-hitting jungolfer best 
remembered in the tournament for punching an 
80-yard shot from the tree-lined rough on the 
18th fairway for eagle on the final day, is also 
Баск for another tour of duty for Southwoods. 


watched Viloria’s first title defense 
against Mexican Jose Antonio 
Aguirre Sunday, expressed willing- 
ness to rumble with the Filipino- 
‘American anywhere 

“TI fight Viloria even in his back- 
yard," said Arce, conqueror of Fil- 
ipinos Juanito Rubilliar (twice) and 


‘And both are expected to see action when play 
shifts to Apo, which will also host Sportswriters 
and Friendship division action today and Friday. 

Del Monte, the 2004 winner, is given an equal 
chance like Canlubang and Southwoods. 

Buboy Jaraulla, Paul and Jolan Mifioza, Louie 
Dacudao, Jett Plete and Iggy Clavecilla are the 
prominent members of Del Monte. Yoyong Velez, 
is the playing captain. 

Incidentally, it was determined in the captains’ 
‘meeting yesterday moming that Cagayan de Oro 
will be the site of the 60th edition next year. 
Pueble de Oro in Cagayan de Oro and Del Monte 
willbe the venues. 

Марг sponsors ofthe curarent are Acton Ава, Arbus, 
Boeing. GE ation, GMAT, Honda Саз, Davao, INO nal Joay 
823, Royal Carbbean iiematoral, Phsppine Amusements 


VILORIA: Big-money prospects. 


Santos, who did not play in their first three 
games. 

PCU marched into the semis of the tourna- 
ment supported by San Miguel Corp, Petron, 
thirst quencher Aktivade and Molten basketball, 
by rouncing winless Cordillera College, 101-65. 

UAAP juniors division champion La Salle-Zo- 
bel daimed the No. 2 slot in Group A after dump- 
ing Holy Child of Davao, 94-68, for its third win 
in four games. The PCU Baby Dolphins are un- 
beaten in three games at the EAC gym. 


Jovan Presbitero. 

Viloria is also raring to go. 

"He (Arce) is a great fighter" said 
Viloria. “Anyone who knows boxing 
knows that it would be an unbeliev- 
able fight. Thars the kind of fight 1 
want to be in. Ies the kind of fight 1 
have to bein.” 

Viloria's manager Gary Gittel- 
sohn, however, prefers fighting 
World Boxing Organization mini- 
mumweight champion Мап 
Calderon of Puerto Rico first. 

‘One of the options is for Viloria to 
stake his tide in Calderon's home- 
land. 

Calderon spons a 25-0 record. 
He was nicknamed “Iron Boy" be- 
cause of his endurance. The 31- 
year-old won 20 of his fights by 
unanimous decision. 


From page А29 


and Gaming Corp. People Asia, Premier Wines and Spits, 
Rudy Projet, UMBN and Uraya Land Development Corp. ABS- 
CEN үшөтәйопа, Fortune Tobacco and Radio Mindanao Nel- 
work are tha corporale backers with 9.3 WRock Asa Brewery, 
Cantry Park Hot, Honda Megamotos, SM Cy Davao and 
“andy Rum he aer sponsors. 
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Recab Trinidad Sur 
RECAH Trinidad is on leave. His column, 
Bare Eye, will be back on March 22. 
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True blue 
Gordon bats 
for La Salle 

this time 


SEN. RICHARD GOR- 
don may get alot of 
ribbing from his fellow 
alumni for this. 

The concurrent Red 
Cross chair tumed 
from blue to green and 
urged DeLa Salle Uni- 
versity to stayin the 
UAAP after the Taft- 
based school an- 
nounced plans to 
withdraw following a 
recruitment scandal. 

Gordon isan alumnus and staunch supporter 
of Ateneo, La Sales fiercest collegiate rival. 

"Only those responsible should be punished,” 
said Gordon, who also urged the UAAP board to 
act with prudence on the La Salle case. 

"The Archers have submitted a petition to with- 
draw from the basketball competitions of the 
league after it was found that they fielded two in- 
eligible players for two seasons, including the 
2004 edition when they won the title. 

La Salle had already offered to return the tro- 
phy to quell the controversy sparked by the ineli- 
gibility of players Mark Benitez and Tim 
Gatchalian. 

"Ttappears that the (La Salle) administration 
knew nothing about the fraud, and has acted re- 
sponsibly in dealing with it once it was discov- 
ered,” said Gordon. 

"DLSU must stay with the league," he added. 
“The school itselfs one of the premier educa- 
tional institutions of the country one that stands 
for excellence and lives for Christian and human- 
itarian values” 

Gordon said the athletes will be hurt the most 
should La Salle push through with its decision. 


GORDON 


SPORTSWATCH 


PBA PARTNERS: PGA Cars Inc. sole distributor of Audi and Porsche in the 
Philippines, and Prudential Guarantee, the country's leading non-life insurer, 
have teamed up with the Philippine Basketball Association to help bring the 
sport to the next level, PBA director for marketing Jack Ruby, PGA Cars 
president Miguel Coyiuto, PBA commissioner Noli Eala and Prudential 
‘Guarantee AVP for marketing Anthony Sy sealed the partnership recently. 


North Carolina quintet survives BSU 

THE VISITING CROSSFIRE TEAM OF NORTH CAROLINA NIPPED BULACAN 
State University, 70-6, over the weekend at the Don Pedro S. Cayetano Sports 
Center in Balagtas, Bulacan. st the start of the Americans le game exhibition 
basketbal tour in the country. Rondell Clark and Chuck Petterson scored 16 points 
apiece to lead the Crossfire dribblers who were invited here by the Christian Sports. 
‘and Youth Development Center Inc. of Cabanatuan City, headed by Dominador В. 
Lumibao. BSU got double-digit scores from Rizalde Отоа who finished with 16 
points: Aaron Sanchez, who added 12; and Jason Sta. Ana, who had 11. At hall- 
lime, Crosse payers Clark and Peterson held а slamdunk exhibition of Cross- 
{тез Clark and Petterson. Sta. Ana was crowned three-point shootout champion. 


FEU environment fun run Sunday 

THE BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES DEPARTMENT OF FAR EASTERN UNIVERSITY 

vl od “Tekbo-Lakad para sa Kalinisan at Kalikasan," a fun run for a clean and 
‘een environment, tis Sunday. The n run wil startat 5 a.m. in front ot he 
uino Grandstand an wil traverse some o Manila's major roads before ending 
at the FEU campus on Morayta. More than 1,000 students, faculty members and 
Statt ма join the run which ams to raise funds for the schoots Adopt-A-Hectare 
‘programı in support ot he таһарат! La Mesa Watershed through the Bantay 
Kalikasan Foundation. | also aims to raise people level ot awareness in solid 
waste management and to пир in the citys clean-up drive 


Uy, Go, Arroyo-De Roca entries show way 
FRANKIE UY S НЕЋУ 14, WILLIAM СОЗ FIREFLY RM 13 AND RED CREEK Iil 
of Rep. Ignacio “iggy” Arroyo and Boy de Roca demolished their respective oppo- 
Tents to gain points each and lead the qualifiers into tonight's championship 
round of the 5th National Cockers Association's 7-Cock Derby at the Roligon Mega 
Cockpit The two pointers are Jade Resort Juliane LG of Armand Santos, Against 
I 0825 of Gerry Ramos, Jimaer Mapalad JC of Jet Fernando, Red Creek of Ar- 
Toyo and Jeske Palmares, Winoll of Mike Atayde, Lucky Rin Firefly Binangonan of 
Ric de Guzman, BR Fatman S Bacolor of Tony Tan and Firefly 100 RM. Ronnie 
Puno Wild Wing Sundance, JV Magsaysay's RT Sabong 114 and Amboy Manla- 
рау RM Firefly got 1 1/2 pots each. The other qualifiers were Jade Resort, Bi- 
frangonan Balbina, Red Creek Il Jaen Col. VGB Firefly and Magic Wing Sundance. 


C. Luzon vs Metro in San Juan derby 

A BIG GROUP OF PROMINENT COCKERS FROM CENTRAL LUZON COLLIDES 
‘wth ther Metro Manila counterparts today in a P500,000 5-cock derby backed by 
Sagupaan Complexor 3000 at the San Juan Coliseum. The frst of 82 matches be- 
‘ins at 4 p.m. The Central Luzon team wil be led by Jun and Rudy Jingco, Jet Fer- 
lando, mayors Dennis Pineda and Carmelo Lazatin, Peping Taba, Mario Gonzales, 
Pete Rivera, the Madiambayan brothers, Efren Canlas, among others. Facing them 
are popular Metro Manila derbyists such as Patrick Antonio, Benjie Lim, Tony 
Lasala, Boy Royo, Pol Estrellado, Bong Viltanueva, Tito Reyes, Eric dela Rosa, Ае- 
nato Shio and Butchoy Olano. Entry fee is P22,000. For inquiries, call 725-5369. 


‘Labanan’ kicks off Friday in Pasay 
AT LEAST 35 REGULAR DERBYISTS HAVE CONFIRMED PARTICIPATION IN THE 
“Labanan sa Pasay” 5-cock derby this Friday at the Pasa City Cockpit. The one-day 
‘vent supported by Sagupaan Complexor 3000 wil have 100 fights and start at 2 
pum. according to PCC pit manager Eric dela Rosa. Participants are requested to 
submit their entries tomorrow, from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. For inquiries, call 843-1890, 
843-1746 or 816-6750. The cash pot is P500,000 for an entry fee of P22,000 
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Derick sends 
Phone Pals to 
‘Hell Week’ 


NEWLY APPOINT- 
ed Talk N Text 
head coach Derick 
Pumaren called 
his first 8 days 
wih the Phone 
Pals "Hell Week.” 

Phone pals Asi 
Taulava and Jim- 
ту Alapag 
echoed Derick's 
words. 

“It’s been a lit- 
He rough, but 
мете surviving" said Asi, who an- 
nounced that the team is now on its sec- 
ond week of hell He's optimistic, 
though, that the new coach's backbr 
ing training program will yield positive 
| results 

Derick took the Phone Pals to Subic 
last Monday for a mini camp. 

The objective, he said, is twofold. 
“For rigid training and team bonding.” 

Ifthe first week was hard, Asi said the 


second one in Subic was harder. 


IN HUDDLE 
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Beth Celis 


Tt was work, work, work the mo- 
ment the team arrived in Subic. Three 
hours of basketball practice from 9 
a.m. to 12 noon, followed by lunch 
and a short rest. Weights in the after- 
moon and/or aqua training. This, in 
summary, is what the Phone Pals have 
to contend with daily in the four-day 
camp. 

Derick, who can actually feel the re- 
newed energy, is happy with the way 
the Phone Pals have been responding 
to the new program. 

“The team is working very, very 
hard," Derick said. “I've been pushing 
them to the limits but they were able 
to survive. They're showing they want 
to turn things around. I told them I 
cannot do this alone, neither can 
management. We all have to work to- 
gether.” 

So far, no one is complaining. 

“Everyone is taking the training 
positively,” said Jimmy Alapag. “ 
eryone is cooperating. We know this 
is the only way to improve.” 


For the second conference, Derick 
said he will be putting a premium on de- 
fense. 

“Offense is not a problem to this 
team,” Derick explained. “Noong araw 
nga puro offense, until I got on board. 1 
believe defense ang magdadala sa 
team." 

If the team shows the same enthusi- 
asm, dedication and diligence on а con- 
sistent basis, Derick said there's no rea- 
son why the training would not yield 
positive results 

How long has it been since ВАР 
president Joey Lina and the country's 
basketball stakeholders got together 
to chart a new course for Philippine. 
basketball? Two months? Three 
months? 

I can't remember exactly, but yes- 
terday, I realized that it had been ай 
too quiet on this front. 1 decided to 
find out how far the group has gone in. 
reconstructing the sports association. 

My timing was perfect. PBA Com- 
missioner Noli Eala said the first draft 
of the BAP's new constitution and by- 
laws was scheduled for distribution 
to the stakeholders yesterday for 
study. 

“The documents will contain the 
objectives, principles, structures and 
programs of the "new" BAR which 
will not be divulged to the public until 
the whole process is completed.” 

If there are proposed amendments, 
Noli said these would be discussed when 
the board meets on Tuesday, Feb. 28. 

Noli said the group has already met 
four times and has covered a lot of 
ground. 

"These are three-hour meetings, 
that’s why we accomplish so much,” he 
said. 

Following next Tuesdays meeting, 
the group will immediately work on a 
second draft for the new BAP constitu- 
tion and bylaws. 

Once finalized, the documents will be 
presented to the Philippine Olympic 
Committee. Upon approval, the papers 
will be submitted to the Fiba. 

The new BAP's constitution is pat- 
terned after Basketball USA, according 
to Noli. 

"To avoid derailment, the contents of 
the constitution and bylaws will be kept 
strictly confidential until such time that 
it is approved by the РОС and the Fiba. 
So far the group is lucky there have been 
no leaks. 

Noli said he expects to get the docu- 
ments finalized by the ides of March. 

тез not on the agenda, but with so 
much uproar over the result of the 
last Best Player of the Conference 
race, Noli said he expects the matter 
to be raised during the board meeting 
set for Monday, Feb. 27. 


TEAM USA 
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Shaq-Kobe reunion looms 


HOUSTON, TEXAS—KOBE BRYANT AND SHAQ 
O'Neal, who have shaken hands after a public 
falling out when they were teammates with the 
Los Angeles Lakers, may become teammates 
again at the Fiba World Championship. 


—— S 
re мым. 7, 


gold in Winter 


TURIN, ITALY—BENJAMIN RAICH Fi- 
пайу gave Austria its Olympic gold 
medal in men's Alpine skiing at this 
years Winter Games. 

About an hour later, Austrian team- 
mate Michaela Dorfmeister won her 
second. 

Later Monday, under lights in the tal- 
ian Alps, the Austrian men's ski jumping 
team made it three golds for the day and 
seven overall—a national record. 

The victories provided welcome re- 
lief for a nation whose Olympics has 
been overshadowed by a doping scan- 
dal swirling around its Nordic team. 

Tatiana Navka and Roman Kostom- 
arov continued Russia's dominance of 
the Turin figure skating rink, taking the 
ice dancing title on a night that featured 
far fewer tumbles than Sunday's fall 
athon in the original dance. 

‘American pair Tanith. Belbin and 
Benjamin Agosto were second and Ele- 
па Grushina and Ruslan Goncharov of 
Ukraine took the bronze. 

Canada's women completed a domi- 
mating ice hockey campaign, beating 
shock finalis Sweden, 4-1, in the final. 

Raich, the overall World Cup leader, 
won the men's giant slalom Monday 
with a two-run combined time of 2 min- 
utes, 35.00 seconds to give the much- 
hyped Austrian men’s team a gold 
medal in the next-to-last Alpine event. 

Hermann Maier, who won the giant 
slalom at his last Olympics in 1998 at 


Bryant has already volunteered 
for national team duty in Japan 
this summer, but his former Lakers 
teammate O'Neal, now with the 
Miami Heat, is still thinking over 


an invitation. 


The two were the backbone of 
the Lakers when they won three 


NBA championships. 


oor Wo ene 


à ONeal 


“Shaq saw me in the eleva- 
] tor and said, ТЇ call you in a. 
1 weekor two," Colangelo said. 
A "said, ‘Shag, there's always a 


MEC) spotforyou" 
E «The report also said the 


~ only non-NBA players who 
А have a chance of travel- 
coe, ling to Japan are Ш 
X *'À Redick, of Duke Univer- 
3 sity, Gonzaga Colleges 
Adam Morrison and 

ag] Ohio State University- 


TEAM Canada celebrates after the fin 


the Nagano Games, took bronze, finish- 
ing 16 behind his teammate. Joel 
Chenal of France got silver, 7 seconds 
slower than Raich 

Raich, who won the last two World 
Cup giant slalom races before the 
games, was fifth after the opening leg 
"but won the gold with a brilliant second 
effort. 

"This makes me extremely happy" 
Raich said. “The Olympic victory was 
my greatest goal.” 

Dorfmeister, who also won the open- 


Jerry Colangelo, the managing 
director of USA Basketball's men’s 
senior national team program, 
was at the NBA All-Star weekend 
in Houston, and according to a re- 
port in the Arizona Republic, he 

has28 commitments for22spots in 

andis waiting on a decision from 


bound high school sta: 
Oden. 

The draw for the Fi 
ba Word Champi- 
onship was kind to 
Team USA. The 
Americans are in 
Group D with Puerto 
Rico and Italy, which 
needed wild cards, and 
China, Senegal and 
Slovenia. 

The United States 
bowed out of the 2002 Fi 
ba Word Championship 

Indianapolis at the 
quarterfinals and two 
years later lost three times 
at the Olympics before set 
tling for bronze. 

Last year, a team which con 
sisted largely of joumeymen, 
professionals from leagues 
Overseas finished fourth at 
the Fiba Americas Champi 
‘onship to qualify for the Fa 
Word 


Greg 


Bryant and O'Neal E 
helped the LA Lakers DUM 
to three NBA titles. 

AFP 


Austrian men finally get 
Olympics 


al buzzer. The Canadians whipped 
Sweden to once again dominate women's hockey in the Games. 


т 


ing downhill last week, crossed the fin- 
ish line in 1:32 47, edging Janica Kostel- 
ic by 27 seconds. Alexandra Meiss- 
nitzer of Austria was third. 

“Tm flying like an angel,” Dorfmeister 
said. 

Kostelic won her fourth Olympic gold 
medal Saturday in the women's com- 
bined—her first three came four years 
ago in Salt Lake Ciry She also has won 
two silvers—both in the super-G—to 
become the most decorated woman in 
Olympic Alpine skiing histor. АР 


Big City youth games start April 2 


WITH AN EYE TOWARDS MASS PAR- 
ticipation and a heart for charity, the 
fifth Manila Youth Games is all set for 
its April 2 to 9 hosting at the Rizal 
Memorial Sports Complex. 

‘The event is expected to draw 10,000 
of the best young athletes from ай over 
the Big City into the 14 sports competi- 
tions that will be held. 

This years theme is "MayniLA Sports, 
Kasali Ka!” 

Arnold “Ali” Atienza, chief of the or- 
ganizing Manila Sports Council (Mas- 
со), said practically all 897 barangays 


and 130 public and private schools in 
the country's capital will be represented 
in the week-long multi-event competi- 
tion. 

"We envision the Sth MY Games to be 
bigger and more competitive than the 
fourth edition,” said the son of Manila 
Mayor Lito Atienza. 

Events to be disputed are athletics, 
badminton, baseball, chess, dances- 
ports, football, gymnastics, softball, 
swimming, table tennis, lawn tennis, 
taekwondo, volleyball and paralympics. 

Meanwhile, Atienza revealed that 


about 30,000 assorted canned goods 
donated by participants in last years 
rd Manila Marathon will be tumed 
over to landslide victims in St. Bemard, 
Southem Leyte. 

Organizers of the marathon had 
waived registration fees in exchange for 
donations of canned goods to boost 
Masco's food drive for the benefi 
tally, of underfed children in Antique 
and Kalinga 

Anticipating a huge turnout for the 
MY Games, organizers started accepting 
entries as early as January. AP 


Campo bats 
for revival 
of RP chess 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


FOR THE PAST 50 YEARS, FLORENCIO САМ. 
pomanes had seen the roller-coaster ride of 
Philippine chess. As he turns 79 today, he 
wants the sport closest to his heart to spring 
back to life. 

“RP chess should straighten up, if it wishes to 
be counted again as a Southeast Asian, let alone 
Asian chess power,” said Camponanes, the World 
Chess Federation (Fide) president from 1982- 
1995 and now йв lifetime honorary president 

“We are now at the bottom of the heap,” said 
Campomanes, captain of the first RP team that 
saw action in the World Chess Olympiad in 
Moscow, citing the dismal showing ofthe Filipino 
chessers in the 23rd 
Southeast Asian 
Games where they 
were shut out of the 
gold in the competi- 
tions dominated by 
Vietnam, 

“We used to teach 
countries like China, 
Метат and India,” 
added Campomanes 
at yesterday's PSA Fo- 
rum at the Pantalan 
restaurant in Manila, CAMPOMANES 
“Now they have surpassed us.” 

Ina prepared statement, Campomanes pointed 
ош that no serious traning (ofthe national team) 
was undertaken despite a generous grant of PS 
million from the First Gentleman's Foundation." 

‘Appointed as chairman of the jury of appeals in 
the World Olympiad set in Turin, Italy, in Мау, 
Campomanes traced the county's chess decline to 
Jack of grassroots development, the prevailing 
“chess culture” among top players and the perenni- 
al seeding of the veterans in big local tournaments. 

Campomanes cited as an example Asia's first 
Grandmaster Eugene Torre “who continues to in- 
sist on being seeded in tournaments. He has 
done his service to the country and must give 
way so others will also have a chance." 

‘Also hit by Campomanes’ tirade is National 
‘Chess Federation of the Philippines president Go 
Teng Kok. 

"He (Go) can't run chess the way he runs track 
and field," said Campomanes. "Kulot ang utak ng 
mga chess players (chess players’ minds are com- 
plicated)." 


Sorenstam tops LPGA world ranking; Rosales 24th 


CARLSBAD, CALIFORNIA—ANNIKA SOREN- 
stam was officially designated as the best fe- 
male golfer Tuesday, topping the debut of 
Women's World Golf Ranking based on her 21 
victories worldwide and three major champi- 
onships over the last two years. 

The Swede led No. 2 Paula Creamer by 
nearly twice the American's point total, while 
Michelle Wie was third. 

The 16-year-old from Hawaii, who tumed 
pro in October, could move ahead of Creamer 
depending on what happens in the Fields Open 
in Hawaii this week on the US LPGA Tour. 

Jennifer Rosales of the Philippines, who 
had a big stint last year, is ranked No. 24. 

‘The women's ranking, sponsored by Rolex, 


will be published every Tuesday and used as cri- 
teria for getting into tournaments such as the US. 
LPGA Championship, the Women’s British Open 
and the HSBC Women's World Match Play. 

"The Rolex Rankings make nationality, tour 
membership and amateur or professional sta- 
tus virtually invisible, providing a definitive 
answer to the question, ‘Who are the best 
women golfers in the world?” American LPGA 
"Tour commissioner Carolyn Bivens said. 

The system is similar to the men's rankin 
It measures performance over two years, with 
emphasis placed on the most recent 13-week 
period. Points are assigned based on the 
strength of field, then divided by the number 
of tournaments played. 


But there are two major differences. 

Professionals and amateurs can appear in 
the women’s world ranking because anyone 
can earn points by competing in official events 
оп the US, European, Japan, Korean and Aus- 
tralian women's tours, along with the develop- 
mental Furures Tour in the United States. 

‘And while the men have a minimum divisor 
of 40 tournaments over two years, the wom- 
en's divisor is only 15. 

That explains why Wie, who plays sparingly 
while attending school in Honolulu, started 
ош ranked so high. 

She has played 15 events on the US tour 
since 2004 with six top-10 finishes—three їп 
majors, AP 
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Bafta’s best 


LONDON—"BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN" ТООК FOUR AWARDS 
including Best Picture at Sunday's British Academy Film Awards, 
boosting its hopes for the Oscars on March 5. 

Ang Lee was named Best Director and Jake Gyllenhaal won 
Best Supporting Actor. Larry McMurtry and Diana Ossana, who 
adapted Annie Proubes short story, won for Best Adapted Screen- 
play. 

The film beat a strong shortlist that included “Capote,” 
"Crash," "Good Night, and Good Luck" and British favorite "The 
Constant Gardener.” AP 


Love revisited 


Andy Williams takes back Pinoy fans 
to days of wine and roses 


WHERE DO I BEGIN? 

‘Andy Williams filled the Big 
Dome on Valentines Day with 
very special things, indeed—an- 
gel songs and wild imaginings, 
not the least of which was feel- 
ing love all over again as the 
many-splendored 
thing that it was and al- 
ways willbe. 

Thats over 20 songs, in- 
cluding a medley of three of 
his most endearing hits, the 
themes from blockbuster movies 
"Love Story” and "The Godfather" 
topped with “Can't Help Falling In 
love (With You" from "Blue 
Нанай” The venerable Mr. Williams 
breezed through the challenging 
repertoire, swaying ever so gently 
іп some ‘numbers, like “Our „— 
Love is Here to Stay" and real- / bye, the blissed-out crowd 
ly giving the floor the old heel- f4 =, wouldnt let go. But he was 
and-toe in others, like James M Дл dever He had exited two 
Taylor's "How Sweet УУ. songs early, and sang those 
кв” Leer АУ two songs remaining оп 
Singing along al- é t the sequence guide 
most the whole i (opps, we got a copy) 

as encores—fitingl 
“My Funny Valen 
tine” and his former 
TV shows goodnight 
and-goodbye piece, "May 
Each Day” 

From the bleacher 
came an impassioned 

plea: “Dear Heart!” 
ja Well, we didn't hea 
SNA É that one, but the 
Ў singer made sure w 
got it some other way 
“Soon ГЇ kiss you he 


ANG LEE 


Afterall, it was a date concert. 
One of the evenings best rendi- 
tions was "God Only Knows,” a 
Beach Boys original. "I don't sing it 
like they do," the singer quipped, 
and the audience cracked up as 
they did with his every joke 
‘Williams also took on 
Smokey Robinson, Barry 
Manilow, the Bee Gees, 
and his late dear friend, 
John Denver 
But the show stoppers 
that each ended in a standing ova- 
боп (by the way Araneta was 
packed) were sentimental favorites 
"MArhurs Park" "Impossible 
Dream,” “I Left My Heart in San 
Francisco” and—all together 
now—"Moon River!” 
When Williams said good- 


REVIEW 


hy 


time, a great part of 
the audience might. 
as well have sported а 
collective thought balloon: 
"Were 50 (and over) and 
proud of it!” Yes, it was a 
perfect evening for remi- 
niscing on old-fashioned 
lyrics, sweeping melodies 
and days of wine and roses. 
Every single number 
was performed the way his 
audience remembered it in 
“The Andy Williams Show" 
of the 1960s—sweet, sin- 
cere and, best of all, unhur- 
ried. Like he had all the time 
in the world. This wasn't lost 
оп the appreciative crowd. 
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Mga Batang endlessly fascinating,” 
Lansangan 
Stars Camille Prats, Juan Ro- 
drigo, Melissa Mendez 
Directed by Angelito de Guz- 
man 
A remake of a 
1970s tearjerker star- 
ring Vilma Santos 
and megged by Ar- 
mando de Guzman, 
whose son takes over 
the directors chair. 
‘Angelito promises “a 
new twist" to this fa- 
miliar tale of street 
children. 


Memoirs of a Geisha 
Stars Ziyi Zhang, Michelle 

Yeoh, Gong Li, Ken Watanabe 
OPENING/ A22 


FRO 


Syriana 

Stars George 
Clooney, Matt Da- 
mon, Chris Cooper, 
William Hurt. 

Directed 
Stephen Gaghan 

A political thriller 
setin the world of the 
oil industry Roger 
Ebert of the Chicago 
Sun-Times raves: ^... 


by 


OP. 
see) 


Warring industry leaders meet 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


WARRING INDUSTRY LEADERS CAME РАСЕ 
to face on Monday to discuss with President 
Macapagal-Arroyo the ills and controversies 


plaguing local movies—VAT for theaters, 
amusement taxes, piracy and the redistribution 
of the Metro Manila Film Festival proceeds. 
‘The two-hour meeting in Malacafiang was 
“very fruitful,” said Ric Camaligan, vice chair 


E-mail pr_entertalnment@Inqulrercom pi, 


Editor Emmie G. Velarde 


IE ES ES 


of the Motion Picture Anti-Film Piracy Coun 
cil Inc. and president of the National Cinema 
Association of the Philippines, with Ms Ars 
Toyo promising to help. : 
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‘Repertory Philippines presents 
1 LOVE YOU, YOU'RE PERFECT, NOW CHANGE 
at ВЕР“ Globe Theater = 
February 17 to 19, 24 to 26, March 3 to 5, 10 fo 12, 2006 
Forinauiries, pis. сёй 887-0710. 
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Funny Valentine! 
‘The Comedy of REX NAVARRETE 


SM NORTH EDSA CINEMA 1 
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Directed by 
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nom 
Warring industry 
leaders meet 


In a phone inter- 
view with INQUIRER д 
Entertainment, Ca- E 
maligan reported, | ССА 


“The Preside id 
"ће eat 90 | PELIKULA AT LIPUNAN 
2006 


view] the laws that 
eated the Film 
Acdemy of we “AKTRES” 
Philippines and | A TRIBUTE TO MOVIE QUEENS 
Opening Films 
Feb, 22, 2006 


From page А2-1 


Mowelfund 
Film Institute 


ММЕЕ She asked 
[her adviser for polit- 
ical affairs] Gabby 
Claudio to give her 
all relevant informa- 
tion immediately" 

Claudio would be 
the groups "point 
man,” according to 
Ms Arroyo, 

Present were the 
three protagonists in 
the heated argument 
over the MMFF 
funds: Leo Martinez, 
FAP director general; 
Vicente del Rosario, 
presidential consul- 
tant for the entertain- 
ment industry; and 
Edu Manzano, Opti- 
cal Media Board 
chair. 


А with excerpts from. 
{ DARNA 

staring 

Rosa del Rosario 


Excerpts from the 
Newly-Found, 
Original Copy of 
DYESEBEL 
NOS with Special Appearance by 
Д Edna Luna 


NEXT ATTRACTION 
Feb. 24, 2006 


Tension eased 

Also present were 
Sen. Ramon Revilla 
Jr. and brother Mar- 
lon Bautista; Regal 
producer Шу Mon- 
teverde; Dominic Du 
of the Anti-Film Pira- 
cy Council, and Ca- 
тайап. 

"[The meeting] 
went well for the 
FAR” Martinez said. 

Camaligan said he 
felt the "free-wheel- 
ing dialogue with the. 
President eased the 
tension in the indus- 


6p.m. 
Gumising Ka, 
Maruja 
starring 

Susan Roces 


starring 
4 Amy Austria 
E: 


Cineplex 10, Gateway Mall, Araneta Center, 
Cubao, Quezon City 
for information call: 
410-4545 or 4101467 
tickets available @ TICKETNET 
(911-5555) 
or visit our web @ 
‘www geocities.com/pelilxulsatlipunan2006 


Фаш ЖЕЛ, 


oun 
Ж TURNS SEAPAVAA 


tos 1 THERON 


6 OSCAR NOMINATIONS! 
THE LOVE STORY BEGINS TODAY! 


ARCH аз 


STAY FOR THE CLIMAX. 
GRAND OPENING on m 


о ө e COME FOR THE COMEDY. 


NASA 


makikita na s 
march t- 


POWER PLANT 
NEMA 


Œ Tel. No: sos att 


CLOSETO YOU 
GP 


1 
| BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 


smi usc n 


CD 


CHI 


SYRIANA 
snom vaa tan 


687-6963 4 FINAL DESTINATIONS 


» Eee sur ne me 


[17 BIG MOMMA's SYRIANA 
HOUSE 2 тис яз 

MIRCE OF 
MEMOIRS OF A FINAL. 
GEISHA DESTINATION 3 


MTRCB PG їз Subject to MTRCO Rating 


AT PINK PANTHER 
ш mince e 


Get a Mını Shabu-Shabu Cash Certificate worth P100.00 
for every single purchase of two (2) tickets of any movie. 
at the Shang Cineplex. 

Promo Period Feb 15 to Mar 15, 2008 See Posters For Detalls 
Por DT-NCR Permit Number A3-0168, Serles of 2006 


98958909598 
GRE CINEMAS 


E 


cJ 
ROMENADE 


a Rai jn oll! 


Now SHOWINGS 
MEMOIRS OF| 
А GEISHA 


E uuo Elus 
а Lir] GP 


E 
TEL PACES ENG TU АКТ ОЕ: OT ЖКА NOTCE OR CNA NES CAL 22 496, 
82599980888595008836030539 


Maio! MERSEREEEENCSEENESU 
E 


PROMENADE OREDINLLS 
FOR МОЛЕКУ à RESERVATION, PLS. CAL: 721-5726 OR 7210635 


== 
тнє FUNNIEST FILM | 
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY THIS FEBRUARY! 


STEVEMARTIN 


KEVIN KUNE BEYONCE KNOWLES 


‘The Pink Pantar diamond ia misting. 
‘And бө words gromoat dotoctivo м solving the оао 
бото а tima. 


THE 


(КР 


7; © 
ADDICT MOBILE PREPAID 


F YOU WANT SOME, COME GET SOME! 


Geb a raffle entry with every download for a chance to win tickets to the WWE RAW Live Tour 
this February 24 and 25 аб the Araneta Coliseum! You can also win limited edition WWE Championship belts! 


MMS WALLPAPERS 


| toget.. send to 2729 
weekly WWE RAW MMS wallpapers with blos RAW MMSBIO. 
weekly WWE RAWMMS walpapers with news into 

j| weeldy WWE RAW Animated Wallpapers 

1 Welty WWE моваю Themes Update 


To download wrestler images, profiles and for the latest updates: 


rex; RAW TOUR to 2729 


addict 


SMART 
Simply Amazing! ТЫ 


> PLDT 


"WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2006 


pena 


WHAT’S INSIDE 


| Tessie 
strikes 


back  /B3 bonds 


Gov't caps bids 
for 20-year 


/B12 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


E-mail pr_business@inguirer.com.ph 
Website: www.ing7money.net 


Editor Raul О. Marcelo 
Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 


Textus your feedback: inquirer biz name/agelcityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Peso slips past 52 to a dollar 


DELAPAZ 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
president Corazon dela Paz 
was yesterday elected chair of 
Equitable PCIBank on the com- 
bined holdings of the SM group 
and the state-owned pension 
fund that she heads. 

Dela Paz replaced Ferdinand 
Martin Romualdez, who was 
named vice chair along with 
‘Teresita Sy and Winston Gar- 
cia, president of the Govern- 
ment Service Insurance Sys 
tem. Thé EPCIB board also 
elected a new member, Ed- 
mond Tan, to replace resigned 
SM nominee Vicente Panlilio. 
(See Cocktales, page ВЗ.) 

The SM group has the single. 
biggest block in EPCIB at 34 
percent, followed by the 555 
with a 29-percent stake. The 
Romualdez family owns about 
8 percent of EPCIB while the 
GSIS controls 12.4 percent. 

Romualdez confirmed Dela 
рат election, but when asked 
why this happened, he said: 
“You have to ask Cora (Dela 
Paz) and Tessie (Sy)." "It came 
as a surprise, it wasn't even on 


ROMUALDEZ 


SSS chief named 
chair of EPCIB 


the agenda. But I hope Dela 
Paz will protect the interest of 
the members of the SSS,” he 
added. 

Sy formerly chaired BDO but 
quit the post to sit as the SM 
group's chief representative in 
the EPCIB board. 

Romualdez had allied with 
Garcia in opposing a merger 
offer from the SM group's Ban- 
code Oro Universal Bank. 

BDO had proposed to swap 
up to 1.6 of its shares for every 
EPCIB share. As a second op- 
tion offered by BDO, the swap 
ratio could also be based on the 
book values of both banks to be 
assessed by an independent ac- 
counting firm using Interna- 
tional Accounting Standards. 

‘The offer period set for the 
share-swap deal expired last 
Jan, 31 but BDO has not given 
up in its bid to merge with EP- 
св. 

A two-thirds vote among EP- 
CIB shareholders is needed to 
effect any merger. 

The election of a new chair 
in EPCIB did not mean that the 
SM group had won the SSS" ap- 

555/В5 


On coup rumors, interest 
rate hike prospects 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PESO SLID TO THE 5: 


1 LEVEL YESTERDAY ON FRESH PO- 


litical jitters triggered by Monday's blast in Malacafiang as well as es- 
calating coup rumors ahead of the 20th People Power anniversary. 


Bur the local currency pulled back to the S1:$1 
territory following market talk that the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas sold dollars at the spot for- 
eign exchange market to cushion the peso's fall 
"The peso opened at 52.05 as traders found 
profit-taking opportunities but bounced back to 
51.815 before closing at 51.83 against the US. 
dollar or even stronger than Monday's finish of 
51.98:51. Total volume traded was $605 million. 
"We believe the BSP was selling dollars to 
blunt peso weakness,” said ING Bank analyst 
‘Tim Condon in a commentary yesterday. 
“Investors are conditioned to see politics- 
induced pricing weakness as a buying oppor- 
tunity and our base case is that this time will 
prove no different. Still, this is shaping up as 
an exciting week," Condon said. 
He noted the Philippine police was still оп 
red alert after the Malacañang explosion. 
"Political noise has gone up ahead of the 


20th anniversary of People Power 1 on Feb. 
25," Condon noted. 

BSP Governor Amando Tetangco Jt., how- 
ever, insisted the foreign exchange rate re- 
mained market-driven. "There is good two- 
way flow in the forex market and there is no 
need for intervention." 

"The peso continued to be affected by local 
developments. The improvement їп the do- 
mestic currency today arose from portfolio in- 
flows and OFW (overseas Filipino workers) 
remittances while corporate demand was rel- 
atively weak," the BSP chief explained. 

RCBC economist Emma Pante said the dol 
lar was recovering against the peso due to the. 
Malacafiang explosion as well as expectations 
that the US Federal Reserve would further 
raise interest rates to 5 percent. 

“Commercial demand is seen to come in 

PESO/BS 


PRIVATE SECTOR FUND SUPPORT 


New BOT agency pushed 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN URGED TORE- 
vitalize its build-operate-transfer (BOT) initia- 
tives, including the creation of a so-called BOT 
‘Authority, to boost private-sector investments in 
public infrastructure. 

Albay Rep. Joey Salceda told reporters he 
was pushing for the amendment of the BOT 
Law to encourage the undertaking of more 
BOT projects as a way to pump-prime the 
economy while the government was still nurs- 
ing а fiscal deficit. 

House Bill No. 5002, which Salceda au- 


for more info please contact Mazda Credit: 635-1253 Mazda Alabang Filinvest Corporate Ci 
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thored, seeks the creation of the BOT Authori- 
ty. The proposed government agency will be 
tasked with facilitating all BOT infrastructure 
projects to be undertaken by the goverriment 

Under the bill, all government agencies, 
stote-owned firms and local government units 
will be made to submit lists of proposed BOT 
projects to the BOT Authority for roadshow 
presentation abroad. 

“In the present Philippine economic envi? 
ronment, the reality is that the only feasible 
way for most infrastructure to be built is 
through BOT,” Salceda said in the bill's ex- 
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STOCK MARKET 
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Stocks down on coup concerns 


‘SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.35 
percent lower in thin trade yes- 
terday as investors stayed out 
of the market on fresh security 

concerns after a blast at the presidential 

palace, dealers said, 

Gains in PLDT limited the downside. 

The composite index fell 7.29 points to 
2,076.81 after trading between 2,071.43 
and 2,084.59, Turnover was 978 million 
shares worth P879 million. 

Losers outnumbered gainers 57 to 2 
with 54 stocks unchanged. 

Dealers said that after news of the blast at 
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jG Summit 
raises P1.5B 
in fresh offer 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE JG SUMMIT GROUP OF 
John Gokongwei Jr. secured a total 
of P1.5 billion in fresh funds from 
the sale of additional shares in its 
snacks and beverage subsidiary 
Universal Robina Corp. (URC). 
Also, British Virgin Islands in- 
-vestment firm Arisaig Asean Fund 
‘Ltd. raised P125 million from the 
sale of an additional 7.36 million 
shares in URC, industry sources 
said. 

Both shareholders generated 
„roughly P1.6 billion in proceeds. 

In its disclosure to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange Monday, the JG 
Summit Group said it sold 87.65 
million shares in URC—worth Р1.5 
billion—out of the total 95.2 mil- 
lion greenshoe option. 

JG Summit is composed of flag- 
ship firm JG Summit Holdings, Ex- 
press Holdings Inc., and Robinsons 
Supermarket Corp. 

‘The balance of 7.36 million 
shares, or P125 million, belongs 
to British Virgin Islands invest- 
ment fund Arisaig Asean Fund 
Ltd., sources said. 

URC and major shareholders last 
week raised P10.8 billion from the 
sale of 635 million shares at P17 
apiece. URCs underwriter is UBS 
Investment Bank. 

Including the over-allotment op- 
tion, the total offer consisted of 730 
million shares worth P12.4 billion. 

‘URC shares rose 1.4 percent to 
P17.75 yesterday from P17.50. 


Telcos’ market values surge on improved ratings 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE VALUES OF THE TWO 
largest telecommunications firms 
in the country received a boost 
‘Tuesday after an influential debt 
watcher raised their outlooks on 
the back of improving sentiment 
toward the Philippine economy. 

In a statement, FitchRatings 
said it had revised the outlook on 
the Philippine Long Distance 
Telephone Соз (PLDT) long- 
term currency rating from “nega- 
tive" to stable." 

Fitch also raised the outlook 
for PLDT’ main rival, Ayala- 
owned Globe Telecom Inc. from 
"negative" to "stable." 

The upgrades represent de- 
creased credit risks for both firms 
and will translate to cheaper bor- 
rowing costs when the firms raise 
funds from foreign creditors. The 
"stable" outlooks for both firms al- 
so make their existing foreign cur- 


Tency-denominated bonds more 
valuable on the secondary market. 

Last week, Fitch also raised the 
outlook on the foreign currency 
debt of the national government 
from “negative” to “stable,” fol- 
lowing the progress made in en- 
acting key fiscal reform measures 
like the two-stage implementa- 
tion of the Reformed Value- 
‘Added Tax Law last Feb. 1. 

Fitch's upgrade boosted 
PLDTs value on the stock ex- 
change by P10 to P1,755 per 
share during yesterday' trading. 
Globe's share price also rose by 
P5 apiece to P825. 

Shares of PLDT and Globe re- 
spectively were the first and the 
fourth most active traded stocks 
on the bourse yesterday. 

Fitch said it had affirmed 
PLDT's long-term foreign curren- 
cy rating for global bonds and se- 
nior notes at BB, and its convert- 
ible preferred stock at B+. 


PLDT's long-term local curren- 
cy rating has also been affirmed 
at BB+ with a stable outlook. 

"PLDTs foreign currency and 
senior debt instrument ratings are 
constrained by the sovereign for 
eign currency rating,” Fitch sai 
explaining the company's relative- 
ly low credit rating. “On the other 
hand, PLDT's long-term local cur- 
rency rating is not constrained.” 

Fitch also affirmed Globe's 
long-term foreign currency rating 
and senior notes at BB, and йз 
long-term local currency rating at 
BB+ with a stable outlook. 

According to the Fitch website, 
PLDT has $1.6 billion worth of se- 
nior unsecured notes held by for- 
eign creditors, and another $11 
million worth of preferred stock 
held by foreign investors. 

Globe, on the other hand, has 
$499.7 million worth of senior 
unsecured notes owed to foreign 
creditors, Fitch said. 


Microsoft, Intel, PLDT extend aid to SMEs 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


INTEL MICROELECTRONICS 
Philippines has tied up with the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry and 
two other major private firms to set 
upa technology shop that would al- 
low small businesses to try out soft- 
ware and hardware brands before 
actually buying the products. 

‘Trade Secretary Peter В. Favila 
yesterday said that the project, 
‘which also involves the Commis- 
sion on Information and Communi- 
cation Technology would use Intel's 
digital platform technology Mi- 
crosoft Philippines software, and 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone 


Co's infrastructure to create the 
Business Technology Center. 

Favila said that the center would 
enable entrepreneurs to gain an 
edge in business and technology, 
enhancing their productivity 

Located at the DTI Regional Op- 
erations Group Office in the Makati 
business district the center will give. 
SMEs the opportunity to try out the 
latest Intel Pentium D processor 
desktops, and Intel Centrino mobile 
technology notebooks, Favila said. 

The trade chief added that 
small business owners may con- 
sult with DTI experts to learn how 
to automate their operations. 

Also, the center will serve as a 


training venue for technology 
skills-building seminars Юг 
SMEs, which will teach them how 
to use PCs for their businesses. 

The training modules also in- 
clude the use of the Internet as a 
tool to create online presence and 
transaction methods, as well as 
lessons on online security and the 
protection of business systems. 

"There are 655,000 SMEs na- 
tionwide, (comprising) 90 per- 
cent of all businesses in the coun- 
try" Favila said. “They are crucial 
to the growth of the country, con- 
tributing to 69 percent of all em- 
ployment and 32 percent of the 
country's output.” 
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Stocks down ... 


the Palace, investors were addi 
tionally nervous given the upcom- 
ing 20th anniversary of the popu- 
lar revolt that ended the 20-year 
rule of the late Ferdinand Marcos. 

While some see the resulting loss- 
es as a buying opportunity, many 
failed to be convinced, with investors 
‘opting to say on the sidelines, 

‘An explosion rocked the Mala- 
cafiang presidential palace grounds 
оп Monday amid reports of failed 
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From page BI 
recruitment attempts for а sup- 
posed coup attempt against Prest- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, who 'sur- 
vived a military mutiny in 2003, 
‘There were no casualties or 
damage and the government 
ruled out explosives in the blast. 
Early yesterday, government 
forces arrested one of five junior 
officers who escaped from mili- 
tary prison last month while on 
trial for the 2003 mutiny. AFP. 
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Tessie strikes back 


SM HEIRESS TERESITA SY PROVED YESTER- 
day who was in control of Equitable PCIBank. 
In a boardroom coup, Sy ally Corazon dela 
Paz was yesterday elected bank chair, replac- 
inga stunned Ferdinand Martin Romualdez. 

Romualdez, who had blocked the merger 
plan between Sy's Banco de Oro along with 
GSIS president Winston Garcia, was instead 
elected vice chair, along with Garcia and Sy. 

‘According to the grapevine, lawyer Ed- 
mund Tan is just awaiting Bangko Sentral 
clearance to replace banker Vicente Panlilio, 
an erstwhile Sy ally, on the board. 

The boardroom coup was a swift response 
to Fridays unexpected presentation by 
Panlilio, urging the bank's executive commit- 
tee to go along with the GSIS plan to reverse 
the retirement of the 10-percent treasury 
shares and instead auction the block along 
with that of the GSIS' 12-percent stake. 

‘The powerful executive committee is, inciden- 
tally chaired by Sy no less. Yesterdays board meet- 
ing was attended by at least six bank advisers: 
Benguet Corp. chair/presiden/CEO Benjamin 
Philip Romualdez (older brother of Ferdinand 
Martin and husband of Incusen president Alexan- 
dra Prieto), Richard Leung, Teodoro Montecillo, 
Peter Gaucho, Antonio Pacis and Mike Roca. 

According to the grapevine, Benjamin 
Philip Romualdez had carried a valiant but fu- 
tile attempt to stop the boardroom changes 
and prevent his brother from being unseated. 

As the smoke cleared, the election of Dela 
Paz, the Social Security System president, re- 
moved any lingering doubt as to the alliance 
of the pension fund’s 29 percent with the Sy's 
34-percent stake in the bank. 

‘The next scenario that could happen now 
is, would Dela Paz be finally replaced as SSS 
chief by DBP president Reynaldo David? 


La Salle’s GMA solution 
DE LA SALLE Greenhills, home to Black-and- 
White and anti-GMA mass actions, has execut- 
ed a maneuver worthy of a Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo to resolve its festering bully problem. 
Instead of expulsion—like what its brothers 
have been doing, wagging their fingers at Mala- 
cafiang—the exclusive school will allow the 
taekwondo bully to finish the school term, just as 
what the parents of the bully’ victim had feared. 
"The school's decision was relayed to the vic- 
tim’s parents and lawyer after La Salle Green- 
hills president Brother Bernard Oca, instead of 
offering the worried parents a shoulder to cry 
on, unleashed his Accra lawyers to protect the 
school from any potential legal entanglements. 
“Since a grievance is brought to the attention 
of the school authorities using legal means, then 
it follows that the school's legal counsel is called 
upon to respond accordingly” wrote grade 
school principal Evangeline Tamaca, invoking 
the spirit of St. La Salle (Because of space con- 


CockrALES 


Victor C. Agustin 


‘straints, Cocktales has passed on the La Salle let- 
ter to the Letters to the Editor section.) 

"Татаса said she only became aware of the 
bully problem in January, not in November as 
was alleged in Cocktales, after the male assis- 
tant principal concluded a two-month investi- 
gation on his problematic 15-year-old ward. 

Worse, the assistant principal denied having 
been handed and subsequently losing a handwrit- 
ten apology from the bully, which the victim's par- 
ents claim the assistant principal had borrowed 
from them in the course of his investigation. 

“The incident in question had been investigat- 
ed and a decision was rendered following the 
school's standard procedure for handling disci 
plinary cases by a discipline board and chaired 
by the assistant principal,” Tamaca wrote. 

In other words, despite the creation of a re- 
view board, the earlier decision made by the 
assistant principal, which is to transfer the 
bully toa model section and allow the bully to 
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finish the term, stays. Oh, about the son of the 
victim’s lawyer whom we reported the other 
day as also having been summoned to the 
principal's office, apparently the school found 
a condom in the student's wallet. 

Given their swift reaction, the La Salle broth- 
ers apparently find the rubber sheath more cor- 
rosive to morality and community values than 
bullying, check forgery, allowance stealing, 
physical violence, cover-up and, a growing epi- 
‘demic, speaking in forked tongues. 


Money-go-round 
‘© SEC Chair Fe Barin has cut through the le- 
gal stumbling blocks being invoked by the 
Mike Arroyo colleagues and prevailed on the 
publicly listed and cash-rich Philcomsat Hold- 
ings Corp. to hold a much delayed sharehold- 
ers meeting next month. 

© WOULD-BE entrepreneurs who want 
tipson how to start a business should visit the. 
Go NeGOsyo Expo, organized by GMA adviser 
Jose Concepcion III, at the Market!Market! 
this Friday and Saturday. 


Heard through the grapevine 
SPURRED by the local inroads by Korean 
minicars amid soaring gas prices, Toyota has 
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PARI is a fund 
management company 
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Philamlife, the largest" 
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in the country. 

It manages funds 
professionally through 
full-time managers who 
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market opportunities, 
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Rules on power distribution services, open access OKd 


By Abigail L. Ho composed of power users that 

have no choice of power sup- 
plier, while the second is made 
up of users that can choose 
their electricity suppliers. 
them. 

‘The DSOAR covers all distri- 
bution utilities, including 
those operating in economic 
zones. 

Under the DSOAR, distribution 
utilities should be ready to pro- 
vide a variety of services to the 
captive and contestable markets 

a reliable, efficient and eco- 
nomical manner" 

For the contestable market, 


THE ENERGY REGULATORY 
‘Commission has issued the rules 
that will govern regulated elec- 
tricity distribution services and 
‘open access. 

The Distribution Services 
and Open Access Rules 
(DSOAR) sets the guidelines 
for the provision of services to 
both captive and contestable 
markets. 

Once open access is imple- 
mented, the market will be di- 
vided into captive and con- 
testable categories. The first is 
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distribution utilities have to 
provide unbundled distribu- 
tion wheeling service to retail 
electricity suppliers, the sup- 
plier of last resort, other distri- 
bution utilities, generators, 
and distribution, connection, 
assets and services (DCAS) to 
end-users. 

For the captive market, the 
DSOAR requires distribution 
utilities to provide similar ser- 
vices as in the current market. 
Apart from those services, dis 
tribution utilities are required 
to make available, upon reason- 
able request, "all regulated ser- 


vices at rates, terms and condi- 
tions that are just and equitable 
to all customers.” 

The guidelines set the condi- 
tions for the supplier of last re- 
sort, ora regulated entity that has 
to serve end-users in the con- 
testable market. 

Tt also provides the proce- 
dure in establishing regulated 
service rates for distribution 
utilities pursuant to the distri- 
bution wheeling rate guide- 
lines. The rules will also cover 
non-DWRG (distribution 
wheeling rates guidelines) en- 
trants. 
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Taiwan firms plan 
to invest in Subic 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THREE MORE TAIWAN- 
based firms are looking at the 
possibility of putting up pro- 
jects at the Subic freeport to 
expand their Southeast Asian 
operations, according to the 
Subic Bay Metropolitan Au- 
thority. 

SBMA Administrator Armand 
C. Arreza said the firms’ repre- 
sentatives visited Subic last 
month to look for suitable loca- 
tions for their projects. 

Earlier, 10 Taiwanese com- 
panies committed to invest $1 
billion in new projects at the 
zone. This commitment was 
made when Taiwan Economic 
Minister Ho Mei-Yueh came to 
the country late last year to at- 


tend a joint economic forum. 

Arreza said the new batch of 
prospective Taiwanese investors 
‘were Asama Bicycle Corp., Over- 
seas Chinese Credit Guarantee 
Fund and the Hsin Kuo Group. 

"The entry of new companies 
here is a clear indication of the 
continued confidence of the Tai- 
wanese business community to 
invest in the Philippines,” he said, 

Asama, а leading bike manu- 
facturer in Asia, plans to put up a 
plant at the 23-hectare lot at the 
“Taiwanese Industrial Park. 

The Ksin Kuo group wants to 
produce shoe lines for women Юг 
export to Western markets, while 
Overseas Chinese Credit Guaran- 
tee Fund would offer financial 
credit to Taiwanese firms and oth- 
er locators in Subic. 
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Unit Investment Trust Fund (UITF) 


We share the same drive for innovative investments that realizes objectives. 


Do you share the same drive? Ask your bank about Unit Investment Trust Funds today. 
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P1-B indemnity 
fund for poultry 


By Christine A. Gaylican Local raisers had proposed 
cash compensation equivalent to 
100 percent of prevailing com- 
mercial value of the stocks or pro- 
duction cost based on age of the 
affected broilers or layers. 

Agriculture Secretary Domingo 
E Panganiban said the agency was 
having difficulty in securing the 
budget as the Senate and the Low- 
er House had yet to commit to set 
aside funds for this purpose. 

“We could not see a guarantee 
that the (indemnity fund) will not 
be prone to abuse,” said Sen. Ra- 
mon Magsaysay Л. ina briefing. 

Donor agencies including the 
United States Agency for Interna- 
tional Development and the 
Japan International Cooperation 
Agency are offering financial or 
commodity assistance. 

The National Avian Influenza 
Task Force (NAITF) proposed a 
tax-credit type of compensation 
for commercial poultry raisers 
that might be affected. 


PREPARING FOR THE WORST 
that may arise from the continu- 
ing avian flu virus threat, the De- 
partment of Agriculture is seek- 
ing at least P1 billion in budget 
for an indemnity fund for affect- 
ed poultry raisers. 

‘The agriculture department 
and the local commercial poultry 
raiser deemed it necessary to put 
up an indemnity fund to encour- 
age backyard raisers whose 
stocks were affected by the virus 
to come out in the open. This will 
help prevent the spread of the 
virus. 

‘The indemnity fund will be 
used to compensate the poultry 
raisers in case a mass culling of 
their stocks would be required. 

Backyard raisers represent 80 
percent of the country’s poultry 
industry, with the big agribusi- 
ness companies accounting for 
the 20 percent. 


ITES investments 
in regions growing 


By Ronnel W. Domingo gayan de Oro, Bacolod, Cebu, Na- 
ga, lloilo, Davao and Dumaguete. 
He also identified the provinces of 
Leyte, Bohol, Bataan, Pampanga, 
Bulacan, Pangasinan, Camarines 
Sur and the Southern Tagalog re- 
gion as among the areas that were 
ready to host ITES operations. 

Local governments have been 
actively pushing for the develop- 
ment of their areas as IT hubs. In 
Leyte, for example, the provincial 
board has been promoting its “sta- 
ble work force composed of skilled 
and trainable people, lower wage 
rates and available telecommuni- 
cations infrastructure.” 

According to the DTI, Leyte 
“boasts of readily available office 
space, adequate air, sea and land 
transportation services and facili- 
ties that made the Visayan 
province foreigner-friendly.” 

DTI data further showed that in 
school year 2002-2003, graduates 
of Leytes 48 colleges and universi- 
ties comprise about half of the re- 
gion's 14,000 graduates, and about 
37 percent of the region's 97,000 
students in the tertiary level. 

‘Also, the province hosts the 
Leyte Information and Communi- 
cations Park, which can accom- 
modate ITES firms like call cen- 
ters given its adequate power and 
water supply, and available tele- 
phone and Internet systems. 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY. 
enabled service companies have 
so far invested P500 million in ar- 
eas outside Metro Manila. 

Trade Undersecretary Carissa 
Cruz said 14 more ITES firms were 
scouting for possible locations in at 
least 17 provinces and cities out- 
side the capital where they could 
expand their operations. 

‘Cruz, who is in charge of the 
Department of Trade and Indus- 
try's regional operations group, 
said data regarding the flow of in- 
vestments and spread of business 
process outsourcing ventures and 
call centers into the regions still 
needed to be verified. 

‘Commissioner Dondi Mapa of 
the Commission on Information and 
Communications Technology earli- 
ег said investors had to be informed 
about the readiness of regional ur- 
ban centers to host ITES operations. 

"These (areas) sit on a $10-bil 
lion fiber optic network that can 
serve as backbones for global con- 
nectivity” Mapa said. "There are ex- 
ising infrastructure facilties—in- 
cluding six submarine cables and 
five satellite installations—that 
would allow these cities to be con- 
nected with the rest of the world." 

He was referring to the cities of 
‘Zamboanga, General Santos, Ca- 


Peso slips ... 


month's end, with coup talk lead- 
ing to further dollarbuying" 


From page Bl 


Pante said the peso-dollar rate 

was showing a correction-consol- 

Pante said. dation phase bounded by 52.25 
Based on the technical chart, and 52.7510 $1. 


SSS chief .... «en 


proval of its merger offer, BDO 
president Nestor Tan said in an 
interview. 

“Ies just a vote for the new 
chair and we supported her be- 
cause we believe she's capable 
and will be good for the organiza- 
tion," Tan said. 

He said BDO's offer was an en- 
tirely different matter for the 
shareholders to vote on after 
studying the proposal. 

Tan said the SSS would stil 


its constituents that the deal 
‘would be good for them. 

Asked whether he was confi- 
dent that ВООЗ offer would 
progress, Tan said: "I dont 
know.” 

Dela Paz and Sy were not avail- 
able for comment as of press time. 

EPCIB reported а 33-percent 
jump in net profit to P2.5 billion 
in 2005, but the figure could be 
subject to revisions as it was not 
yet fully compliant with new In- 
have to complete its own assess- ternational Accounting Stan- 
‘ment and would have to prove to dards (IAS). 


New ВОТ ... «en 


planatory note. 

‘The bill likewise calls for the cre- 
ation of public-private infrastruc- 
ture development committee, 
which will formulate policies re- 
garding private-sector investments, 
establish and modify current infras- 
tructure plans to encourage more 
private-sector participation, and 
promote private investments. 

"The committee will be an inter- 
agency body composed of represen- 


tatives from various government 
agencies like the Department of 
Budget and Management, and from 
private sector groups like the Philip- 
pine Contractors Association. 
Saleda said his proposed 
amendment to the BOT Law sought 
to enunciate a clear-cut policy оп 
govemment support to private sec- 
tor investment projects, and to insti- 
tutionalize a fair, honest and com- 
petitive procurement process. 
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THINKPAD. NOW IN WIDESCREEN. 
WIDESCREEN THINKPAD. NOW IN TITANIUM. 


INTRODUCING THE WIDESCREEN TITANIUM THINKPAD 260. The копа first widescreen ThinkPad notebook is also 
the world's first titanium ThinkPad. Whether you choose titanium or classic black, you get a screen that let's you view 25% more data 
than a standard 14" XGA screen, security features you'd expect from ThinkPad and the wireless power of an Intel® Pentium" M Processor 
{celect models). And, for added protection, both 14" and 15.4" models come with a new magnesium "roll cage". All that, and the 
$4" Z60t is still the smallest and lightest in its class (28mm thick'and just over 2. 1kg?). The ThinkPad 260 notebooks, like all ThinkPad 
notebooks, are now a product of Lenovo, a new global company uniting Lenovo and the former IBM PC Division under the Lenovo name. 
ThinkPad service and support continues to be available from IBM in many countries. Find out more at lenovo.com/plvoffers 


ThinkPad 260m black 


ThinkPad 260% black 
DISTINCTIVE IAOVATONS. 

| Rescor end Reworery™ А. 

| ерли Fingerprint Reader 


Complement these ThinkPad notebooks 

with special upgrades: 

= ThinkPad Port Replicator 
(2505100) PHP4 195" 

+ ThinkPad Advanced Mini Dock 
(3974509) PRP28,095' 

+ TrunkPad SOW AC Adapter 
(4047674) PHPI TOS" 

+ ThinkPad 260% Senes 2 cal Lon Battery 
(4016793) PHPS, 795" 

+ ThinkPad 260m Senes сй Lon Batley 
(406797) РНРО,957 

* Kensington MicroSaver Security 
Cable Lock 
(732552) PHPA 295 

* 512MB PC2-4200 CLA NP DDR2 
‘SDRAM SODINM 
173P3842) HPT 205 


ThinkPad 260m titanium 
DISTINCTIVE OVATIONS. 
Rescue nd Recover А, 

| integrated Fingerprint Reader 

| siste roues 
nter Pentium M Processor 750 
(Бона, 533MMz FSB, 2MB Cache) 
Маон" XP Professonal 
512M8 0082 SDRAM, 8688 HD. 
CD-RWIDVD-RW Rambo Deme 
15° WSXGA (1680«1050) TFT LCD” 
display. 128MB ATI RADEON X800, 
integrated Bluetooth, ІВМ Wireless big 
TEEELS94, integrated 3-in-1 Card Reader, 
Cent Securty Solution, З years pats & 
fabor (system battery: 1 year) Customer 
(Garvan Порае Warranty 


THINK EXPRESS MODEL 


PHP127,395' csi 


део Fingerprint Reader 


SYSTEM FEATURES ‘SYSTEM FEATURES. 

inter Pentium M Processor 740 (1.7GHz, | inter Pert? М Processor 740 (1.7GHz, 
$ззмнт FSB, 2M8 Cache) 533MMz FSB, 2MB Cache) 

Windons* XP Professional оо" XP Home 
2S6MBDOR2SDRAM,40GBHÓD | 256M8 DDR2 SORAM, 40G8 HOD 
 CO-RWIDVD- ROM Combo Orive CO-RWIYD-ROM Combo Drive 

15" WXGA (1280x768) TFT LCD display, | 14° WXGA (1280x768) TFT LCD disclay, 
intel” GMA 900, IBM Wireless big, | Inter GMA 900, integrated Bluetooth, 
TEEET394, Integrated 3-1 Card Reader, | 18М Wenless Ыр. IEEE 1394, Integrated 
Chen Security Soluben, 1 year parts & | SD Card Sit, Chent Secunty Solution, 1 
labor system battery: 1 year) Customer | year parts & labor (system battery: 1 year) 
Carry in Repair Warranty | Салот Campin Repo Warranty 


THINK EXPRESS MODEL. 


PHP91,895' aun 


THINK EXPRESS MODEL 


PHP94,495' aso 


With the Think Express Program, ThinkPad notebooks are preconfigured with your business and your budget in mind. 


lenovo. 


Contact our authorised resellers today. 
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Text by Tessa В. Salazar 

Photos by Ulysses Ang, motioncars.com 
PORTS UTILITY VEHICLES 

б they would never 
wane in popularity despite oil 

price increases as they flaunted 

their stuff from Feb. 18 to 19 at a 


private track in Forest Hills, Antipo- 
10; Rizal, during the fifth week of 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


the second Car Of The Year (Coty) 
test-fest. 

Luxury SUVs that went through instru- 
mented and subjective tests were Dodge 
Durango Limited, Ford Explorer Eddie 
Bauer, Isuzu Alterra 4WD, Kia Sorento CR- 
Di, Mitsubishi Montero Sport GLS and the 
Volvo XC70 Cross Country fielded by Viking 
Cars 

The entry level SUVs that participated 
were Honda CR-V 2.4 i-VTEC, Hyundai Tuc- 


ASLEW of SUV: 
Club in Antipolo 


m entry 


ry 


ees 


(i Chrysler 300C at Foresthills Golf and Country 
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Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


son 4x2 CRDi, Mazda Tribute 3.0 V6, Nissan 
X-Trail 250X and Toyota Fortuner 2.76. 

‘The Mercedes-Benz ML 350 was the lone 
entry in the ultra-luxury SUV category last 
weekend 

Headturner Chrysler 300C, for the luxury 
car category, also underwent testing last 
weekend. 

Other vehicles that didn’t make it during 
the respective category dates will be tested 
оп the Feb. 25 and 26 “catch-up” test-fest. 
BMW is fielding in its 1 to 7 series and X3, 
and XS this weekend. 

The over 60 motoring journalists from 
the Philippines—comprising the Саг 
Awards Group Inc. (Cagi)—had just con- 
cluded the fifth week of a scheduled two- 
month test-fest involving putting the vying 
cars at their paces and casting “ballots” 
based on the vehicles’ actual measured per 
formances and the journalists’ “feel” of the 
drive. 


Tests 

The technical course at Forest Hills tests 
an engine's torque going a steep 35-degree 
incline. It reveals poorly sorted suspen- 
sions. How? The tracks off-camber turns, 
downhill esses and even a wicked dip can 
lifta driver off his or her seat at only 50 kilo- 
meter perhour. 

A series of fast and slow comers can test a 
gearbox's responsiveness, be it manual or 
automatic. Several cul de sacs can test the. 
turning radius of a car or truck. Braking 
tests are also done in the course. 

The unveiling of the Car of the Year 
Philippines is set on March 30 at the Rock- 
well Tent, The Powerplant Mall, Makati 
City. The public unveiling of the winner 
will coincide with the opening of the 
Manila International Motor Show on April 
6 at the World Trade Center, Roxas Boule- 
vard. 

Coty-P is sponsored by the Manila Motor 
Show, Rockwell Land Corp., Philippine Al- 
lied Corp. (sole distributor of Bridgestone 
tires in the country), Petron, Standard In- 
surance, road safety advocate Federal Ex- 
press Corp., Manila North Tollways Corp 
(MNTC), Bank of the Philippine Islands 
(BPD, Automobile Association Philippines 
(ААР), Fusion R Motorsports and motion- 
cars.com. 
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Per DTI-NCR Permit No, 0234 Series of 2006 


You have until February 28, 2006 to say YES to your new Honda car! 


"Ali plans are subject to bank approval (ВРІ Family Savings Bank and RCBC Savings Bank) 


Toyota 
introduces 
new prexy 


LEADING AUTOMO- 
tive company Toyota. 
Motor — Philippines 
has officially intro- 
duced its new presi- 
dent, Hiroshi to, 
who begins his 
signment іп the 
Philippines (і 
February. Ito is the 
successor of 
Nobuharu ‘Tabata, 
who concluded his 
four-year term as 
TMP president. 

Ito brings with him 
more than 30 years of 
experience with Toy- 
ota Motor Corp., the 
‘world’s second largest 
automaker, and its 
global distributors in 
North America and 
Oceania regions. He 
graduated from col- 
lege in Japan's Hitot- 
subashi — University 
with a degree in BS 
Commerce. 


Experience 

His ^ experience 
with Toyota started 
in 1975 where he 
handled affairs con- 
cerning Africa Divi- 
sion. During this 
time, he took the op- 
portunity to expand 
his knowledge with 
ап MBA at Unive 
of Penn (Wharton) 
the United States. 

їп 1988, he became 
senior executive coor- 
dinator for sales oper- 
ations of Toyota Mo- 
tor Sales, US. After 
five years, he returned. 
to ТМС where he bo- 
came manager of 
North America Divi- 
sion, and was later on 
assigned as deputy 
general manager of 
International Public 
Affairs Division. 

His global experi- 
ence was further en- 
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hanced with 

recent assignment as 
executive director of 
Toyota New Zealand 
lid. from 2001 to 
2005. 
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By Charles Е, Buban 


HEN THE FIRST BATCHES OF 
Suzuki Alto units were delivered to 
Norkis assembly plant in Compostela, Cebu in 
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"MOTORING 


Norkis reassesses subcompact models 


ments for having a subcompact car like he Buyers now want Top priority 


Privacy Commuter and the Privacy Roadster. 


“While before subcompact cars were made something more 
as cheaply as possible for entry-level con- other than just 


sumers, that attitude has changed. Buyers 


now want something more other than just good fuel 


good fuel mileage and low price;" he said. 


"Pushing these two car models is op priori- 
ty for Norkis. In fact, we are currently work- 
ing on how to make these cars fun to look at as 
well as to drive,” he said. 

‘Quisumbing said a number of their Priva- 


BD 


youthful and fun appearance. ы 
“We want to зей these vehicles to the younger 
segment of the market so we are looking into 


several designs that would appeal to them," exs- 


plained Quisumbing who added that if gasoline 
prices remain high, the company should be 


2004, the people there knew right away they 
have the foundation to build а car for the 
masses 

"With gasoline prices on the rise nation- 
wide and motorists forking over fistfuls of pe- 
sos to power their cars, we saw an opportuni- 
ty not only to market more fuel-efficient vehi- 
cle models, but also to grab important market 
share in the process,” said Norberto Quisumb- 
ing Jr, founder and chair of Norkis Group, 
which rebuilt the two Japan-sourced vehicle 
models through its subsidiary, Porta Coeli In- 
dustrial Corp. Inc. (PCIC). 

The result was the launch and subsequent 
marketing of the five-door hatchback Privacy 
‘Commuter and the three-door hatchback Pri- 
часу Roadster in the Philippines last year. 


At odds 

‘This move by Norkis to market small, less 
powerful cars is clearly at odds with a lot of 
Filipino consumers’ apparently ceaseless pen- 
chant for bigger, more powerful vehicles, and 
no one expects the Privacy Commuter and the 
Privacy Roadster to reverse that trend. 

Asa matter of fact, Norkis’ idea is to offer ef- 
ficient, alternative transportation for instances 
when a conventional vehicle is overkill. 

“The Privacy Commuter and the Privacy 
Roadster make a practical mode of transport 
especially if one is just going for a short com- 
mute or when driving within the city where 
traffic is usually heavy and parking slot is 
hard to find,” he said 


cy Commuter and Privacy Roadster units 7284 with these redesigned variants soon as 
Se being outfitted with sportier trims as consumers may be forced to shift down tosmall- 
жей as cool design elements to give ita ervehicles. 


о бов eae on Quisunbing said Norkis Mileage and low 
в now looking for ways to make the twovehi- price 
cle models more "hip" to its buyers. 


Changing requirements 
However, Quisumbing said their buyers are 
also changing when it comes to their require- 


Three’s 
the charm 


PROMOTIONAL EVENTS IN THE MOTORING 
industry are usually cut and dry propositions. 
"There's the usual product launch, more noon- 
time show masquerading as a corporate event, 
complete with dancers, showbiz hosts and glitz 
You have the media test drives, where manufac- 
turers hope against hope that the hacks from 
the motoring, business and the lifestyle beats 
don't thrash their precious few media units. 
Fewer still are the full on speed sessions—track 
— —— days that allow the ve- 
hicle dynamics and in- 
mate human competi- 
tiveness to prevail. 

Finding the right fit 
and flavor for an event. 
is very elusive and of- 
ten missed by a mere 
few minute detail 
One in a while 
though, there comes 
along a PR affair that 
hits home with the ev- 
er-important notes of 
product demonstration, fun and camaraderie. 
Alright, ТЇЇ admit that “unimpressed” would 
be a very polite term to describe my approach 
to many past events for the motoring media. 

Faced with the issue of displaying the ad- 
vantages of their new Comfort Access keyless 
entry system, BMW needed to think way out 
of the box for an answer. Let me put it to the 
motoring public then. What if you've got an 
interesting vehicle feature, a new neat and 
cool way to open and start your car, how 
‘would you attempt to introduce it to some of 
the more jaded members ofthe press? 

Right off the top of my mind, the 30-minute 
infomercial sounds like the right solution. 
Great if one is plying bust cream or all-pur- 
pose cleanser, but I cannot imagine a car be- 
ing bought through this marketing method. 
"Call now and get а free set of floor mats with 
your new SUV... but wait, if you are among 
the first 50 callers, get a pair of fuzzy dice for 
your rear view mirror!" didn't think you'd 
agree either, 

‘Cars and their features are better taken in 
the context of a drive, in whatever shape, 
form or level of difficulty. More so because 
this particular Comfort Access system was 
featured on the E90 3-Series, a vehicle that 
demands to be driven to be truly appreciated. 


Gymkhana 

‘Enter the general concept of a gymkhana. 
‘Take one short, tight and technical course, 
preferably in the parking lot of a commercial 
establishment, sprinkle liberally with U- 
turns, reverse gear runs and some sort of out- 
of-car stunt and voila: an interesting time is 
more or less assured, With the concept for the 
ever essential driving segment out of the way, а 
how would one feature a keyless entry and Hà Pret: 
start-up system? Amusingly, shopping bags [Жы 
enter the equation at this moment. P 

Each driver was tasked to obtain the all-i 
portant keys of the events designated 3201 
from under a glass case, and then made to pick 
up two whole armfuls of shopping bags. For 
reasons likely attributed to their domestic situ- 
ations, many of the male contestants moved 
with the large bags as if unencumbered. Before 
the driver was to assume the reins of 320i for 
the track session, the said shopping bags had 
to be deposited in the trunk of the vehicle. 

Both the boot-lid and the front door were 
supposed to be opened merely by a touch of 
the drivers hand, while the vehicle's keys 
were in the pockets or handbag of the com- 
petitor. A signal from the key itself allows the 
vehicle to recognize that its operator is nearby 
and allows both the doors and the ignition to 
be worked in a relatively easy fashion. 
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NISSAN 


Mantrade Development Corp. Nissan Gallery Ortigas 


Nissan Westgate Alabang 
843-3316 10 23 © 812-7701 / 7743/7762 636-5680 Fax 639-2648 


772-1820 to 30 776-0230 Ф Fox: 772-1877 


Nissan Manila Inc. 
252-3568 * 261-9066 / 9060 lo 63 


Nissan North EDSA Balintawak Nissan Southwoods 
330-6331 + 361-9995 < 456-8980 (048) 430-1683 * (046) 241-3040 + 699-2400 


NISSAN MOTOR 
PHILIPPINES INC. 


www.nissan.com.ph 


Nissan U.N. Ave. Manila. 
400-1020 / 2177 / 1522 Ф 404-2439 


asan Commonwealth 
932-0428 + 832-4001 ** Fax: 931-6087 


Royce Motors 

Cabonatuan: (044) 403-3358 + 800-5328 
Pampanga: (048) 961-7773 | 7774 
Santiago: (076)682-8701 | 8707 
"gogarao: (076) 844-2623 Ф 846-2523 


Nissan Gallery Quezon Ave. 
731-5808 711-8486 + Fax. 740-3068 


Nissan Shaw Center. 
722-1816 | 7576 
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ARE YOUR NERVES FRAZZLED WHENEVER 
you have to drive through anarchic Metro 
Manila traffic? Well, you can add to your daily 
angst the traps set by traffic authorities for 
motorists. 

One such trap is found at the corner of Orti- 
gas Avenue and Connecticut Street beside the 
Greenhills Shopping Center in San Juan. If 
you intend to turn right from Connecticut оп 
Ortigas toward Santolan Road, you will see a 
sign posted on the corner saying: "Turn right. 
atany time with care." 

As a motorist, you would interpret the sign. 
to mean that you can turn right on Ortigas, 
even when the light is red, if you wait for a 


A community of 
CIUDAD de CALAMBA 


AS LOW AS P8,000 MONTHLY 
Bank & In-house financing available 


166.70 sqm. usable floor area 
4 BR 3 TRB · Balcony - Roofdeck - Garage 
For inquiries, please call 


809-2582 /(049)833-1010 


Republic ofthe Philippines 


Supreme Court 


Manila 
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Traffic (police) traps 


gap in the oncoming traffic. That is how I i 
terpreted it a few weeks ago, so even though I 
saw two uniformed Metro Manila Develop- 
ment Authority traffic officers standing on the 
island separating the main lanes and service 
road of Ortigas, 1 turned right when there 
were no more oncoming vehicles. 


Stopped 

‘Then I carefully moved toward the leftmost 
lane as I intended to turn left on Wilson 
‘Street. The two MMDA officers immediately 
stopped me. When I politely asked them why, 
using the respectful “ho,” one of them said 
that I had committed a traffic violation by 
turning right when the light was red. 

‘And when I politely told them about the traf- 
fic sign on the comer saying “Tum right at any 
time with care,” he asserted that the sign means 
motorists can tum right at any time, but only on 
the service road, not on Ortigas Avenue itself. 
‘So why doesn't the sign include ће words “on 
the service road”? I didn’t bother to ask, know- 
ing how useless it is to argue with the MMDA. 

‘Another traffic police trap is found at the 
comer of Ninoy Aquino Avenue and Naia 
Road in Parafiaque. If you are driving along 
Ninoy Aquino Avenue and plan to turn right 
оп Майа Road to go to the Philippine Airlines’ 


m. 
Aida Sevilla- 


Mendoza 


When it comes 
to U-turns set 
up by the 
MMDA, 
swerving is 
perfectly okay 
and safe 


Naia Terminal 2, be sure to stick to the right- 
most lane of Ninoy Aquino Avenue many, 
many meters before reaching the corner. Oth- 
erwise you may be apprehended by a traffic 
policeman lurking behind the bushes and 
charged with “swerving,” 

Ironic 

What's ironic about the “swerving” thing is 
that motorists have to do a lot of swerving to 
avoid being blocked or hit by vehicles making 
U-turns on roads pockmarked with U-turns. 
When it comes to U-turns set up by the MM- 
DA, swerving is perfectly okay and safe. 

Before Manila Mayor Lito Atienza installed 
the Baywalk with its huge, seconds-counting 
traffic lights on Roxas Boulevard, there was a 
traffic light at the Pedro Gil (formerly Herran) 
intersection. Drivers turning left on Pedro Gil 
from Roxas Blvd. had to wait for the traffic 
light to tum green, but those proceeding 
along Roxas Blvd. toward Pasay City did not 
have to since there was no traffic entering 
Roxas from Pedro Gil. 

1 remember once running a yellow light at 
that very spot on my way to the Philippine 
Plaza Hotel. A policeman, seemingly appear- 
ing out of nowhere, stopped me. He showed 
mea handwritten list of traffic violations with 
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the corresponding fines and told me to pay up. 
for beating a red light. Naturally, the fine was 
unusually heavy because he had probably 
written the listof fines himself 


Best story 

But the best trafic (police) trap story comes 
from a friend of mine, a businesswoman who 
‘was rushing from an appointment in Fort Boni, 
facio to a meeting at a restaurant in the Ayala” 
Center, Makati. After crossing Edsa from McKin- 
ley Road, she quickly tumed left from Ayala Av- 
enue into Hotel Drive, Ayala Center, although 
the traffic light was no longer green. 

A policeman stopped her and asked for her 
drivers license. Since she wanted to get to her 
meeting on time, the businesswoman handed. 
over a hundred-peso bill together with her liz 
cense and said, "Pasiyensiya na, boss. Late na 
"ko sa miting. (Have patience, boss. I'm al: 
ready late for a meeting)" The policeman 
grinned and replied, “Ma'am, dalawa po Калі. 
eh, (Ma'am, there are two of us, eh." à 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: Computers 
help us to do stupid things faster. 

Email comments to asevilla@inquir- 
excom.ph. 


On truckers and a letter from Gumaca 


GREED IS WHAT MAKES MANY 


The law is 


there to they recently blocked 


of our truckers break the law. I 
say this in light of the recent das- 
tardly act made by truckers when 


FuLL 


the road 


leading to the North Luzon Ex- 


protect our 


pressway, my favorite highway. 


Because Ping de Jesus, the up- 


roads from 
getting 
destroyed 
so easily 


countered by the foulest 


right NLEX official, wants the law 
оп overweight trucks implemented 
at NLEX no matter what, truckers 


Block the path of law-abiding citi- 
zens wishing to use the NLEX. 

Only in the Philippines. 

Here's another case of a law that 
an incorruptible citizen wants im- 
plemented to the hilt but is being 
harassed—even threatened I heard 
with bodily harm—by law-break- 


of means: 


‘warden. 


ers themselves: the truckers. 


The law (Republic Act 8794 or 
the AntiOverloading Law) says 
the weight limit for vehicles al- 
Jowed to use our roads nationwide 
is 13.5 metric tons per axle. Every- 
body follows the law—alas, except 


TANK 


The law is there to protect our 
roads from getting destroyed so 


‘Alas, seemingly only Ping de Je- 
sus wants it implemented—and, 
yes, with the toughness of a jail 


Now you know why our roads, 
our national roads mostly, are al- 
ways in an utter state of disrepair 

Don'tblink Ping. The people are 
behind you. 


Here's a letter from the Libre 
sports editor, Dennis U. Eroa, а 
great son of Gumaca, Quezon. 
“Your column regarding the 
sad state of Maharlika highway 
caught my interest. And why 


roots in Gumaca, birthplace of 
the great Sen. Lorenzo Тайайа, 
before fate intervened and trans- 
planted me to Olongapo City. 
“Indeed, the road condition 
was ashame and I share the frus- 
tration and anger of the INQUIRER 


letter senders. 


common good. 


roads. 


"There's no doubt that the 
quality of the roads left much to 
Бе desired and as a taxpayer, I 
challenge not only Quezon's po- 
litical leaders but those connect- 
ed with the highways depart- 
ment to wake up and think of the 


“Something is terribly wrong 
at Maharlika way. On the way to 
Gumaca, we used the old zigzag 
and we're surprised to note that 
countless mamamasko lined the 


“Going back to Olongapo, we 
used the zigzag diversion road 
and it was a very, very bad deci- 
sion. The roads were torture. 
Even the diversion roads in Luce- 


love with a Quezonian—from 
Calauag. 

“Mabuti na lang kundi 
kawawa naman hindi lang ang 
mga taga-Quezon, kundi ang 
sambayanang biyahero patungo 
sa Bicol at Bondoc Peninsula. 

“T hope that things will be dif- 
ferent next year because I can't 
escape the lure of my hometown 
and will certainly motor back. 

“By the way, my high school 
classmates told me that a buddy 
from the Gumaca Provincial 
(now National) High School is 
now calling the shots at Region 
IV highways department. 

“So, I call on RT, if he still re- 
members me, to live up to the 
spirit of the Gumacaquefios. I re- 
main confident that the class en- 
gineer, a model student and 
Corps commander during his 
GNHS days, will be up to the task 
and will not disappoint his 
kababayans. 

“After all, bumaka, which 


not? My family and I endured a 
punishing ride while we went on 
a week-long vacation during the 
holidays in Gumaca, Quezon. 

“Our bodies ached upon ar- 
rival in Gumaca, which is eight 
hours away from Olongapo. The 
trip was pure hell. 

“As you well know, I traced my 
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Name of Project Approved | Source of Funding | | mainly committed by many of our 

Budget authorities (Philippine National 

Police and Land Transportation Of- 

fice) that are supposed to enforce 
LOT? PRINTING SUPPLIES ic 


(ISt QUARTER 2006) P 115538500 ic 
Three's the charm =» 


each driver had to finish the cone- 
laden course in the least amount 
of time. Dropped cones would 
translate into time penalties so se- 


na, Pagbilao, etc.. were so bad 
that I needed to rethink my driv- 
ing strategies. 

is gladdening that a popu- 
lar and respected columnist 
found time to write about the 
true state of the Maharlika. Ivery 
well know that while you're a 
Pangasinense, you've fallen in 


means to fight, is the name given 
to Gumaca by its original inhal 
tants. Toast for excellent roads. 


QUOTE ME. Shoo away would- 
be carjackers by hanging out in the, 
mall or in any populated spot, not 
staying inside the vehicle when 
waiting for someone. 


LOT} OFFICE SUPPLIES 


CI QUARTER 2006) P 1185210084 


LOT3- MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES 


(SL QUARTER 2000 DII 


TOT 4- HEWLETT PACKARD 


INK AND RIBBON Cone-laden course 


Once underway, under the pro- 
fessional tutelage of expert wheel- 
man/Jedi Master Kookie Ramirez, 


vere that one could kiss the after- 
тооп results away with any such 
infraction. 

For the record, BMW Philip- 
pines’ Lito German nailed three 
innocent rubber pylons that after- 
noon. At the end of one run down 
the ana course, the finish- 
ing driver then relayed the keys 
and bags to his teammate for the 
day. The course was then run in 
reverse with the cumulative team 
time coming to a stop once the 
bags were out of the car and the. 
key back in its glass case. 

‘The 10 or so tandems never had 
а chance. Once the driving gods 
placed the fates of СІ Magazines 
Inigo Roces and this writer in the 


same timed run, 1 was confident 
that the issue was for all intents 
and purposes, settled. Between Iñi- 
go's able, steady and intuitive oper- 
ation of the E90 and my deft, veter- 
ап approach to the Tao of Quick 
Movement with Wife's Shopping, 
victory was, quite literally, in the 
bag 

Both of us took home an E90 
for that event, with mine taking а 
prominent, permanent space at 
my place of work. The car is on 
тор of my computer monitor, 
right within arm's reach, allowing 
me to nervously spin its scale 
model tires, in a desperate at 
tempt to help overcome writer's: 
block. Just like today. 


2496010 


LOTS - BROTHER TONER ANDINK 


st QUARTER 206) EI 


LOTG-EPSONRIBBON 
Ost QUARTER 2000) 


secun = 


SR, m 
[599 DAVAO CITY WATER DISTRICT 
Sur 


PERIOD OF DELIVERY: 
Twenty fva (25) calender days aftr issuance of Purchase Order (P.O) 
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES: 1 


кл 5, JP. Laut Avo. Davao Cty 
Te 221540 


invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


‘Tho Davao Cty Wate Онун with ha Approved Budget tor 2009 rants өрдү ha 
тотор tom ease Аруна Bagoi lora Cora! ABC opens 
Же ро сэн x JANITORIAL SERVICES AND SECURITY SERVICES Ba 
‘Sted h arenes cle ABC chai bo sutmotcal тесе и Б opea 
The Davao Сау Water District now ves Bide hom eia Bir fo 
SECURITY SERVICES "ABC for one year contract 
шош OOND оше кз | Php: 8.187.14400 

pores oone (узи 
TANTORIAL SERVICES, 
rans OCND Otce fora 
Porod afons (your 
gewertet conned ате Bir core 


A. FORLOT4, LOT 2, AND LOT 3: 
1. PRE-BID CONFERENCE. 
The pre-bid conferonco wil bo heid on:+ 


Date; 01 MARCH 2006, Wednesday 
Venue ^ Conference Room. Ground Floor, Centennial Bulking. 
Supreme Cour. Pade Faura St, Ema Mania 
400m. (ir LOT 1) 
290 pm for LOT 2) 
3:00 p.m. (or LOT 3) 
SUBMISSION OF ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
AND OPENING OF BIOS 
On the bidding. he egal requremonis for oigblty of prospective bidders 
must be personally submited by ine uy aubonzed representative, and e 
ids wil be opened, thereafter, n tha prosence of the bidders or their 
authorized representatives, to be heid on: 
48 March 2006, Wednesday 
Conlerence Room, Ground Floor, Centennial Building. 
Supreme Court, Padro F aura St, Ermita, Mania 
10.00 a.m. (or LOT 1) 
4100 am. (for LOT 2) 


тте 


"ABC tor one year contract 
[rn] 


PM Republic ofthe Philippines 


O QUIRINO STATE COLLEGE 


тена (078) 804-70-56 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF TRAILER MOUNTED HYDRAULIC 
DRILLING MACHINE FOR DEEP WELL DRILLING 


1:00 p.m (lor LOT 3) 
B. FORLOT 4, LOT 5, AND LOT, 
1. PRE-BID CONFERENCE 
Tho рге conference wil be hold on: 
Date; 03 MARCH 2006, Friday 
Venue ` Conference Room, Ground Floor, Centennial Bung, 
Supreme Court Padre Faura St, Erma, Maria 
400 pm. ffor LOT 4) 
200 pm. (lor LOT 5) 
$00 p.m. flor LOT 6) 
SUBMISSION OF ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
AND OPENING OF BIDS 
Oc the bidding. the logal requiromanis for дыт of prospective bidders 
must ao personaly submited by o duly suonze representatvo, and ia 
тз wil bs opened. Inereattr, їп ta presence of tne bidders or thoi 
authorized roprosontates, tobe held on: 
Dole 17 March 2006, Friday 
Venue ^ Conleronce Room. Ground Floor. Centennial Building. 
Supremo Court, Padra F aura St, Ermta, Mania 
Time 1000 am flor LOT 4) 
41:00 am. (for LOT 5) 
1:00 p.n. (lo LOT 6) 

Prospective bidders must not bo relaiad to iha head о! the procuring any or 
apy mamar of a Caan n Bris or e Saar other by consen 
Айну up o a теа cvi degree 

Interested biddors may securo ошу roquiromonts and bid documenta trom- 
Tho Secrotariat, Committee on Bids, Property Division, 3rd Floor Annex 
Bollding Supreme Court altor paymant of a non-etundabi ee of One Thousand 
Ponos (P1,000.00) or LOT 1, LOT 2, LOT 3, LOT 4, and LOT S, and Five Hundred 
Ponos (P500.00) for LOT B. pror to tho conduct сіро conference For ackstonal 
тивне tne bders may contact tho Secretary, Atty. Ennar R.C. Cabanilla at 
olafox no. 525-1270 or Ms. Norma С. Josue at toi. no. 526-6419. 

Tho Солиев on Bids reserves tho right: 1) rojact any or ali bids. 2) waive 
any 090988 or Informamos тогоп, 3) oraccapt any bis or оноп which А may 
Solar to bo tna most advantageous and beneficial toe government 


16 February 2008 


Tie 


(904) JOSEP. PEREZ 
‘Charman 


апо Beers may obisin eta inlormation tom Davao Cy Wolo Dict andinspoct 
Wa Bóng Docurera i би airos quan baion rom BOO a тро 500 

‘A compile sat of Deng Docuronts may Ъз purchased by irtrestod Biddors irom 
Моде below and upon poymeat of nanetundatie iae n he aroun of 
SECURITY SERVICES. P2000 OOPACKAGE 
JANTORALSERVICES Р БООРАСКАОЕ 


Tha mathad of paymant wil bo on Cash Basis. Tho Bidding Documents shall be 
Tocenod porscnady by he preapactwo Bidor or is suorzod representa. 

Tho Davao Cty Water District wil hod a Рто 84 Conlerenca open о эй imarasind 
Tas on MARCH 03, 2006 i 9:00 o'clock A M. for Security Services and 200 
Fut or dantoval Services at DOWD BAC-A Secretariat Отсо, JP. Laurel Ave. 
Bajada, Davao City. 

Bs and оңду roquiromanis musi bo dolvored to tho addros Баю on or bolero 
MARCH 21.2008 t$ 00 o'clock AM Yor Security Services and MARCH 21, 2008 
(@ 200? i for Janitorial Services Ni Bs must ba sccompand by а d обозу 
lio ыт cash or Managers check and m Бе amount ol P81.8770 or Security 
‘Services and P1462 00 for Janitorial Services Laia Drs cal nol bo accopiod 
Beícpeneg аай bot DCWD BAC-A Secretariat Оса, P. Laurel Ave. Bajada, 
‘Davao Cay on to онно schudua. 


SECURITY SERVICES. Maren i, OS @9%0АМ 


(QUIRINO STATE COLLEGE) 

The Quirino State College (OSC) invites all potental Bidders to apply for 
олорду and (o bid for the Procurement о! Trader Mounted Hydraullo Ding 
Machine for Овор Well Driling, Quinno Stale College, Difiun, Qunno. 


‘Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedure as 
specified i IRR of RA 9183 and Is resincied to orgenizabons wth seventy- 
fhe percent (75% interes or outstanding captal stock belonging о citizens 
Оке Pháppines Bidders must have a credible гас! record of ten yoars as 
а vandorol the Hydrauic Опт Machine lo various organizations (Prwvate, 
Government, Government-OvmadiControled Corporations) and meet the 
minimum оздым requirements slated in tne ehgbiliy documents. 

Interested biddors shall secure the etigiiliy documents at the Bids and 
‘Awards Commitee, Juban A. Alvarez Hal, Quinno State College, Dillun. 
Aano, win tololax no. (078) 894-70-60 upon presentation of Lener of Intent 
and current Contractors License. 

The Engbiy & Bidding Requirements and sche 
follows. 
‘Approved Budgel for the Contract P 12,600,000 00 
Issuance of Еу & Bidding February 16-23, 2006 al the 
Documents ЈАН Bldg, QSC Dillun, Quiino. 
Deadline of Submission of Eigibiiy | February 28. 2006, 200 pm 
Documents Опсе ol ina BAC Choir, 

ЗААН Bldg, OSC Dillun, Quiino 


io of activos are os. 


JANITORIAL SERVICES, Moreh 21.2008 @ 200P M. 


Pre Bd Conference: March 8, 2008, 


бә wil bo opaned i tna presence ofthe Вот reprocetatves who chocso 1e 
‘Sond at ha аула bob. 


Tho Davao Сау Wetor Оне! nerves th right to accept ог alec вау Bi. to anm 
e paang press and o reel ol Bos at any tmo por ta contrac! award, without 
thereby mara any baby o to alecod Gelder ог bidon. 


Davao City Water District, 
BACA 


о-н назална 


‘March 20, 2008, 90б a m. 
QSC JAAH, Ой, Ошппо. 
Гестапо Documents. 2,500.00 (non-refundable) 


Арса for ноону wil be based on a non-dscretionary "равала 
orton prescribed in the оноу documents. Only Brddors passing the 
кушу chock can participate in the Pre-Bidding Conference. 

QSC reserves the righ! to accepi or reject any bid, to annul tho bidding 
process and rejoct ail bids at any ime pror to contract award, without thoraby 
олт any abit to the affocted bidder or bidders, 


(502) ANGELINA D. AMBONON 
Chairperson Bits and Awards Committee 


F'Submission and Opening of Bids 


С) 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2006 


CLASSIFIED ADVERT: 
We offen: PASONG TAMO, MAKATI CITY 
ен 
Hie 
Eon 

n 


PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 


RAPID Tx VD-STD 

EX, SWEAT PIMPLES КОЮ 

[ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
19 Annapolis Greenhill 
cal 7276124-25 търт 


GARMA CLINIC 
VD SPECIALIST 
MD osse 


т оласиз 


PHINMA 


tm 


P2759 \ 
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dest Reaching 
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1822:812-PPHC (774 


SKIN DISEASES. 
"ALLERGIES RE-CURRENT 


Tusttcles оона Rasy: (ITI Concorda Ray HT 
re иу МЭЛ stt S950 
ach Ot ety OIE 


me amon me 
лола оол wien 


Classifieds 


P245 per column centimeter 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY | 
Nurses with M.A.N. 


(Masteral Degree in Nursing) 
who are willing to work in School or 
Hospital setting. in Eastern Visayas. 

‘Anyone interested, please contact: 
Fr. Efren L. Ojeda, OFM 
ог Mrs. Natalie I. Puazo 

at (02) 3732973 or 3732974 


NOTICE OF LOSS 
месе в needy given mai 
CANLUBANG "GOLF 3| 
{COUNTRY CLUB sua 
Сешкле Не 


UTL ALMORANAS, 
ERECTIONPROBLEMS | 
INFERTLITYIMPOTENCE 
MOLEICYSTISCAR REMOVAL 
KLODPAPSULAR 
soweurtumImRY 
Gama Big. Nio. Pur St, 
Cubao, QC. 
[OPEN A to GPW MON. o ST. 


Natonal Hiway 520 Ми. from 
Cty Canter Term Nog, Agents 
Welcome» 0917-7532530 
AA МАОЅҮЛҮА 4305820 


Hp Agency їй. SUSEM 
WORKING MADS «1202 


VM MANPOWER 8-567 
IND WUSPIG OR UR WORE BACK Supe 
82S зуп Fir Area 128 sgm 
SP PAM Nego Call Linda 
920-2302 


‘rset aoe TT 


LIPAT BAHAY 
m 


NEAR GREENHILLS 


BiewTbselistrybrla- аЬ 


como, mum 


BAHAY 206784 4540520 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


CUBAO зоват 0971793081 
GLOBAL CHY 05177338864 


MANDALUYONG 11 STRY 


BLOG. МСЕ - 07-7920664 
HOUSE & LOT 


Bernpais вай 163826 

Gryeadous $300 394 up 

Corman Pol 5042 

Pyth its тезом 5042 
марат, 


зана Fam Lot Sto Мао Lipa 
опти. 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


SM 9519650 


BULACAN PHOT тезем 

EULACAN РИП TUUM. ComniOffce Spaces fr lese. 

BETTER LG suso (51m^522m)887.5003 
T:621-9000/525275110242942 

потта sanasin BURGUNDY PLAZA KAPUNAN QC. 

FR ATENEO FS p or 

Mei tor SPA, бтн, CALL CEMER) 

inser neas 


Marikina Brand пен ВЕ T8. 
acuzi P3 2M 948-7112 


[uo 


BETTER HERBS INC, ONE OF the 
leading herbal food supplement man- 
ufacrurers, is starting 2006 by offer- 
ing entrepreneurs а business and 
partnership opportunity. The firm 
would like to expand its operations by 
making its products more available 
sind visible throughout the country. 
Better Herbs major product, 
Teizenzi, has enjoyed an overwhelm 
ing acceptance, being the only alter- 
native or herbal-based supplement 
for sleep disorder such as insomnia, 


Developing 
supervisory 
leadership 


ATTENTION: ALL LEADERS. Don’t miss this 
high-impact program-a distillation of impor- 
tant leadership principles and concepts, effec- 
tive strategies, insightful ideas and inspiring 
stories and practical application derived from 
John Maxwell, Jack Welch, and other leader- 
ship gurus. It is slated on Feb. 24, 1 to 5 p.m. 
at RCBC, Makati. The seminar will have as its 
resource lecturer Jesse Rebustillo, the head of 
classified ads division of Philippine Daily In- 
quirer. He is a frequent resource speaker on 
supervision and leadership. This seminar is 
sponsored by Porter and Miles Inc, a premier 
training company on business, management, 
marketing, sales and human resource devel- 
‘opment, with office address at Suite 2502-C 
‘Tektite Tower East, Ortigas Center. Call Mercy 
at 638-7719/20 for more information. 


аз well as stress and anxiety related 
disorders. 

Choleste-Redux, the garlic based 
supplement that ‘promotes healthy 
blood circulation, and Banaba-Am- 
palaya, the supplement for lowering 
and controlling blood sugar levels, 
are two of the most consumer friend- 
ly available supplements available in 
the market today in terms of value for 
money. 

As part ofits 2006 thrust, the compa- 
ny is inviting provincial distributors. 


Lona нот 


CASH LOAN 1.30% 7532076 
dire Hie отм 
AGENTS WELCOME 


ктт шиш 


KATRINA RENT A САВА 
wen karvarortaca com 
SIS URVAN ESCAPADE, 

"05 L300 VAN, 15 VIOS 
T5 F. EVEREST 
eq 6079870176076 


UNTED DOG SCHOOL 
тимә! айыз 


миз 188 278 (80-5250697 poos ипе! «29902 
эш риш NR UST Te 


TONCO CARS SUV VANS Rental 
Trans 7361525 sansat 


Diy ly Monthy Rental 
[TT] 
1451802 DAVAO BEAT 
VANS-CARS-726-8381 
АВС2в5,= vens 
Озак CRY 


тл: Беа: = 3014789 
010: 4262278 > 426-4084 


1% Auto Easy sin 


BUY • SELL - PAWN 
ROLEX+OTHERS 


В OTHER SIRSS WATCHES 
DIAMONDS | JEWELRY 
MEAPPRASAUPAST CASH 
REPHIRPOUSH ANY WATCH 
18804.0484 - 834-2886 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


ТБ АШТООАН 788021 "PROFESSIONAL A CREDIBLE 


SWISS WATCHES 
‘ECR осетини 


SWISS WATCH LOANS 
LOW SK INTEREST 
AGENCIA DE MAKAT 105-7056 


э Car Lending 656-0140 
United Tro Car Loan Corp. 


1% CARLOAN 373-4519 


T Easy Car Lan TTS 
po l 


уон aking car Б 


155 Easy Car Lomm тип 
eae BUYING ROLEX 
SWISS WATCHES BEST PRICE 


155 easy eto THESES 
"7259687 + 0317-8884040 


«205: DISCOUNT! - 
Ало Aircon Electrical 
Engine Power Steering 

‘rasnmission Overhauling 

Rubero 36 West 3716783 


156 oblig Car 7080-0 
PUBLIC. 


158 метарси жиз 
18€ ang Са пш 


эти cousioas1-s30002 


‘OWN А BusmESS USA 
PRODUCT уты: 4 4 


3 > 
D 
RATES 


P75 per line 
[d 


DEADLINES 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections. 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 

Day before publication every Thursday 


A well established Security Agency 
operating nationwide needs 


PERSONNEL 
ASSISTANT 


Male/Female, 23-30 years old; 
Behavioral Science Graduate; 

* Knowledgeable in psychological 
testing and recruitment; 
With experience in records keeping 
and entire range of personnel 
functions; 

= Computer literate; 

= With good leadership qualities. 


Qualified applicants may apply in person 
or in writing with resumé to: 


The Personnel Manager 
626 б. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City 


or 
Р.О. Box 3454 Manila 


NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given of an Extrajudicial 
Settlement executed by the heirs of the 
deceased ELEANOR C. FLORES also known 
аз Ma. Eleanor C. Flores over her estate before 
Notary Public Benigno M. Puno of Pasig City, 
under Doc. No. 389, Page No. 79, Book No IX, 
Series of 2006. 


THE 


ERITAGE PARK 


FORT BONIFACIO 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 


«Elegant & Spacious Chapels *US-made Caskets «Calered Meals 
*Flowers by Holland Blooms *Imported Registry Books & 


Thank You Cards *Personalized Guest Information Cards 


*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 


ж WO таки сла OMIM 


‘TRANSPORTATION 
FOR RENT 


2% но жис сла татил 


‘orale Rent a Си Haze, Vos 


sripuócaly setied in ac 
Cas aw Res МИШ = 


cordance wh the ervapd- 
-Carlines Rent a Car- 
Vans, Coaster, Bus, Xpdn. 
карл Benz Uwe Car 


813-1975 • 8131976. 


Он) 
TIG: Book 08, Senes ot 200 


m€—: ешт. 15, 228 28009 


кушл? 


“ „absent 
from 
the body 
tobe 
present 
with the 
Lord.” 


— 2 Corinthians 5:8 


| 


brothers Nilo 


Manila. 


i 
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People, Eventsc? Products 
Better Herbs’ opportunities 


Interested parties may submit their 
letter of intent, company or business 
profile, a copy of business permit and 
SEC papers, supplier and bank refer- 
ences, and other pertinent creden 
tials to Unit 1033, VV Soliven Build- 
ing, Edsa, Greenhills, San Juan, 
Metro Manila. Areas open аге Са- 
gayan Region, Bicol Region, North 
Luzon, Leyte, Samar, Bohol, Mindoro, 
Bacolod, Пойо, and Gen. Santos City. 
For inquiries, call 723 4376, 721- 
4376, or 0918-9349347. 


"ZERO-CHLORINE SWIMMING POOLS 


Gone are the days of the environmentally hazardous chlorinated swimming 
pools. Don't you wish you can swim in water safe enough to drink? Elec- 
tromex Ozonators (shown inset) are built for swimming pools and overhead 
water tanks of buildings and subdivisions, and guarantee bacteria and 
‘chemical-free water treatment. Ozone kilis ай types of bacteria, and does 
away with cancer-causing corrosive chemicals. The Electromex heavy duty 
‘water treatment Ozonator kills fungus and algae, making your pool water 
sparkling clean-like swimming in a giant mineral water pool. For more infor- 
mation, call 531-6782 or 535-9069, or log on to www.electromexinc.com. 


| ANTONIO LERIOS TAN | 


Jomed ins Creator on Febrinry 19, 2006 ut the age of 50. 


D 
еөз. relatives & frends request the pious readers to pray for the 
pone of his soul 


His remains will be cremated at the Chinese Cemetery tomorrow. 
February 23, 2006 at 9:00 алт. 


coq 


children Alita Monica and J 
‘& Sonny; sisters Nancy & Zeny: 


His remains he in state at the La Funeraria Paz, C.M. Recto, 


i 


edi 


We design obituaries for fiee. 


Cosmoderm’s prescription 
for ageless skin is here 


‘THE FIGHT AGAINST aging is long and frus 
trating. Naturally, our body produces Co-en- 

zyme Q10 to slow the aging process. Howev- 
er, as years go by, production of CoQ10 de. 

clines. This leaves us practically defenseless 
against stress, sun exposure, and pollution. 

‘Cosmoderm Co-enzyme Q10 with Vitamin 
‘A Anti-Aging Line offers an effective skin care 
solution to repair and prevent the early signs 
of skin aging. It contains high concentrations 
of natural active ingredients to help reduce 
the formation of fine lines, wrinkles, crows 
feet and age spots. 

Cosmoderm CoQ10 gives three power 
punches tp aging skin: Penetrate; neutralize; 
and stimulate. CoQ10 Cleansing Milk is a gen- 
Че, light textured cleanser which removes 
make-up and impurities effectively. CoQ10 
Toning Lotion tones, revitalizes and moistur- 
izes the uppermost epidermal layer while pro- 
moting skin elasticity and firmness. lt re- 
moves any residue left after cleansing. Mois- 
turize and protect with CoQ10 Day Moisturiz- 
er (SPF 15), provides intensive moisturiza- 
tion to nourish and revitalize aging skin. 
CoQ10 Revival Night Cream replenishes skin 
with vital nutrients while you sleep. Со010 
Bye Treatment Gel soothes, nourishes and re- 


Free leprosy screening at Jose 


FEB. 19 TO 25 IS NATIONAL LEPROSY CONTROL 
Week and the Jose Reyes Memorial Medical Cen- 
ter, Department of Dermatology, s offering free 
screening for family members о! leprosy patients. 
and people with initia lesions, to control the 
spread of this communicable disease. Visit the 


Cosmoderm 


Vleansing 
Milk 


vitalizes eyelids and eye contour areas to re- 
duce the appearance of dark circles, puffiness 
and crow' feet. 

Cosmoderm products are available at Wat- 
sons, SM Department Store, Robinsons De- 
partment Store, Mercury Drug, Ever Super- 
market, Rustan's Supermarket and other lead- 
ing stores. The skincare hotline is 636-1166. 


Reyes Medical Center 
outpatient department f the Dermatology De- 
partment from 8 a.m, to 12 noon from Feb. 19 to 
25 at the 2nd floor of the Jose Reyes Memorial 
Medical Center, Rizal Avenue, Manila, Call Dr. 
Luisa Ticzon at 711-9491 local 336 or 711-6703 
for май. 


The Hero's 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Special PROJECT 


Because every Filipino is a Hero 


PHILIPPINE VETERANS BANK 
A Private Commercial Bank 


ммк. 


Member of the Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation. Maximum Deposit insurance for Each Depositor P250,000 


Lalana Tumatataq 


Ubyeseeeyy DUDE ] 


11!БЙптїоетзатц 


Greetings from: 


MB 


Listen to “DEAR PHILHEALTH” on DZRH 
Wednesdays, 5:30 - 6:30 pm 


| 
iHealth 
11^ YEAR 

ANNIVERSARY 


MDZRH 


NO. 1 KAUNAUNAHAN SA PILIPINAS 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2006 


PhilHealth 


Your Partner in Health 


By Leilani Mae R. Sangbaan 


THE COUNTRY'S YOUNGEST SOCIAL IN- 
surance corporation continues to break bar- 
riers and to make new conquests in the area 
of public service. As it marks its 11th year in 
the health insurance industry, the Philip- 
pine Health Insurance Corporation (Phil- 
Health) takes a brief look at what could very 
well be 11 milestones in the year just past. 

For starters, PhilHealth's efforts were rec- 
ognized by the national government when 
February 2005 was declared National Health 
Insurance Program Month. Then in March, 
PhilHealth assumed the administration of the 
Overseas Workers’ Medicare program from 
the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration 
and dubbed it Overseas Workers Program. Fi- 
nally, government health insurance programs 
for all sectors were integrated, allowing for 
better program management. 

Soon after, PhilHealth made maternity care 
benefits and quality assurance more respon- 
sive. With the modified Normal Spontaneous 
Delivery Package, members can now reim- 
burse drugs, medicines and supplies bought 
outside the maternity care facility if the 
provider's claim is less than the benefit pack- 
age. New moms are also assured of a walk- 
through on breastfeeding practices, with 
partner hospitals now required to comply 
with provisions on Rooming-in and Breast- 
feeding. 

A Social Weather Station survey in May re- 
vealed a 79 percent member-awareness on 
the program transition from Medicare to Phil- 
Health and an overall client-satisfaction rat- 
ing of positive 57 percent, providing more 
room for improvement. 

1n June, PhilHealth solidified its partner- 
ship with such entities as the Philippine Inter- 
national Trading Corporation (PITC), the 
Philippine Association for Government Bud- 
get Administration (Pagba) and the Associa- 
tion of Government Accountants of the Philip- 
pines (Agap). The partnership wit PITC was 
to increase access of members to high-quality 
but low-priced medicines; and linkages with 
Pagba and Agap were meant to ensure the 
sustainability of the program through updat- 
ed premium remittances and timely submis- 
sion of reports. 

Executive Order 452 was released, direct- 
ing PhilHealth to renew the coverage of 2.5 
million indigent families. This was priori- 
tized until the year ended, with most LGUs 
making representations with PhilHealth for 
the re-enrollment of their needy con- 
stituents. 

‘Another milestone that was etched in 2005 
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was when the NHIP became the only govern- 
ment program to receive appropriation from 
the most recent revenue generating measures 
~ the EVAT and the Sin Tax laws. 

In the area of quality assurance, PhilHealth 
operationalized its Benchbook for Quality 
Performance, a map enabling accredited 
health care providers to maintain the highest 
standards in health care delivery. 

PhilHealth closed 2005 with 12.6 million 
active members. This translates to about 54 
million beneficiaries, pushing overall cover- 
age to about 64 percent of the 85 million esti- 
‘mated RP population in 2005. 

On the other hand, total health insurance 
benefits increased by an unprecedented 14.2 
percent over 2004 figures with benefit pay- 
ments reaching P16 billion in 2005. Collec- 
tions likewise increased by more than nine 
percent with total premium contributions 
breaching the P18 billion mark. 

Work on’ PhilHealth's corporate re-engi- 
neering was completed. After a very compre- 
hensive and detailed process, PhilHealth was 
able to complete its work on an organization 
that would be able to address the demands of 
the present and prepare for the future. 

Former PhilHealth President and CEO Dr. 
Francisco T. Duque Ill became the first Secre- 
tary of Health with a health financing back- 
ground while Chief Operating Officer Lorna 
О. Fajardo continued the daunting and chal- 
lenging task of administering the NHIP to- 
wards its 11th year and beyond. 

Clearly, PhilHealth is determined to give its 
best to the millions who have entrusted“to 
them their health insurance needs. And on its 
11th year, PhilHealth intends to take a giant 
leap to greater achievements, taking each 
step slowly but surely. 


64% of RP population now 
covered by PhilHealth 


SIXTY FOUR PERCENT OF THE COUNTRY'S 
population now enjoy health insurance cover- 
age under the Philippine Health Insurance 
Corporation (PhilHealth). 

In a pre-11th Anniversary media briefing 
held recently at the Annabel's Restaurant, 
Lorna О. Fajardo, Officer-in-charge of the Of- 
fice of the PhilHealth President and CEO said 
that at the close of 2005, PhilHealth regis- 
tered a total active membership base of 12.5 
million members, or about 54 million benefi- 
ciaries nationwide. 

“This represents about 64 percent of the 
entire RP population of 85 million, bringing 
us closer to our goal of universal coverage,” 
Fajardo said. She said that vigorous efforts at 
marketing the National Health Insurance Pro- 
gram (NHIP) to the five major sectors being 
served by PhilHealth, coupled by the national 
and local governments’ support for the pro- 
gram, were the primary factors for this un- 
precedented membership record. The five 
sectors include the employed, the individual- 
ly paying, the non-paying, the sponsored and 
the overseas Filipino workers. 

Fajardo added that the tumover of the Medi- 


care program for OFWs from the Overseas 
Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA) also 
contributed significantly to the increase in 
membership base. “Through our Overseas 
Workers Program, we were able to enlist more 
than 700,000 members by year-end,” she said. 

OF the estimated 54.5M beneficiaries, 41 
percent comes from the private employed sec- 
tor while about 24 percent comes from the 
sponsored sector. The government employed 
sector accounts for 15 percent while the indi- 
vidually paying sector accounts for 14 per- 
cent. The OFW sector accounts for 4.9 percent 
of the membership pie while the non-paying 
sector accounts for .6 percent of the entire 
membership distribution. 

то date, PhilHealth has the biggest mem- 
bership base among all other government so- 
cial security agencies. It is open to self-em- 
ployed individuals, to retirees and pension- 
ers, to OFWs, as well as to indigent families 
whose coverage are sponsored by local gov- 
ernment units, private companies and indi- 
viduals. On the other hand, coverage is 
mandatory for government and private sector 
employees, including household employees. 
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Warmest felicitations to the Philippine Health Insurance Corporation on its 11th Anniversary! 

Healthcare as а basic service is also a basic right. It must be delivered to all our people, espe- 
cially to those who do not have the access to it, by all means. My Administration is determined 
to succeed in this front. Health insurance, in particular, must be enjoyed by everyone. And it 
has been my desire to see every Filipino proudly holding a PhilHealth card, signifying medical 
coverage at any time of illness, and his peace of mind. 

‘The National Health Insurance Program has already made a mark in every Filipino' life. 
More than half of the entire Filipino population now enjoys PhilHealth coverage-proof of its 
success in increasing our people's access to high quality, reliable and available medical care 
services. 

As you enter your 11th year of dedicated service, I call on everyone in PhilHealth to sustain 
the zeal by which you have served our countrymen, especially the poor and the needy. May 
your achievements continue to inspire you in surpassing your targets for this year and the 
years to come. 

Mabuhay kayong lahat! 


ree -ARROYO 


President 
Republic of the Philippines 


1 convey my warmest congratulations to the men and women of the Philippine Health Insur- 
ance Corporation (PhilHealth) as they celebrate 11 years of genuine public srvice. 

As your Board Chair, I have seen your unwavering efforts to overcome what seemed an in- 
surmountable task of providing health insurance coverage for all Filipinos, especially the less 
fortunate. Lam happy that you have all carried on the task of expanding the coverage of the Na- 
tional Health Insurance Program, as well as ensuring that more and more of our members are 
actively paying their premium contributions. 

Tam glad to note that benefit payments have reached P16B in 2005, an increase of about 
14.2 percent from the previous year. This is a clear indicator of how stable PhilHealth is and 
testament to how well you have all lived up to your commitment of being a reliable partner in 
health. Your Anniversary theme, "Lalong Tumatatag, Laging Maaasahan” aptly captures this 
sentiment. 

As you face the challenges of yet another year, 1 urge you to continue your active pursuit of 
the highest quality of service in everything you do. I am confident that Team PhilHealth will 
not waver in its commitment, especially now that the NHIP has made a difference in the lives of 
your members, Let us push on with our goal of servicing more and more of our people! 


m T. BUQUE III, MD, MSc. 
Secretary of Health. 


TEN-POINT AGENDA TO “BEAT THE ODDS" IN SIX 
YEARS UNDER THE ARROYO ADMINISTRATION 


"BEAT THE ODDS? - this will be our battle cry and agenda for 
the next six years” 


--President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 


What it stands for: 


B - Balanced budget 

E - Education for all 

А - Automated elections 

T - Transport and digital infrastructure to 
connect the country 


T- Terminate the MILF and NPA conflicts 
H- Heal the wounds of EDSA 
Е - Electricity and water for all barangays 
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Women's Health takes — 
center stage at Asian Hospital 


3D/4D ULTRASOUND: 

A window to your baby's world 

* Our state-of-the-art GE Voluson 
Expert 730 ultrasound machine, the 
first instalation in Southeast Asia which 
features real time imaging, delivering 
photos and videos so real, you'd think 
they were shot by a powerful digicam. 
ora video camera. 


* Watch your baby stretch kick play, 
yawn or even suck his thumb! These 
precious moments you can treasure 
in color 3D photos and 4D videos. 
The 3D/4D machine gives your doctor 
details of your baby's development as 
well as your condition. 


DERMATOLOGY LASER 
AND LIGHT CENTER 


* Cutting edge laser and light 
technology with machines that address 
most of your cosmetic and 
pathological dermatologic conditions. 


* We have the latest technology in 
wrinkle reduction and non-surgical 
instant face lit POLARIS WR and 
LV— Revolutionary New. ELOS 
Technology (Electro-Optical Synergy) 
Technology. 

+ Duly accredited with the Seal of 
Excellence by the Philippine 
Dermatological Society, our doctors 
will design cost-saving therapies for 
you that will deliver optimum results 
at record time. 
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GYNECOLOGIC CANCER 
SCREENING UNIT 

+ One-stop out-patient clinic for the 7 
treatment of pre-cancer and early $ 
diagnosis of pelvic malignancy; offers 7 
screening and prevention packages. 


* Provides excellent, efficient and 
compassionate service to women with 
cancer 


* Offers Women's Health Care 
program for maintenance of total well 
being and cancer prevention. 


ASIAN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL CENTER 


2105 Civic Drive, 


Te. No. (632) 771-9000 to 02 + Fax (632) 876-5761- E-mail inf 


invest Corporate City, Alabang, Muntinlupa City 1780, Philippines 
sianhospital.com * wwvwasianhospital.com 


Celebrating his 50th Wedding Anniversary 
was just icing on the cake. 


Dahil sa alaga ni Doktor at sa mga gamot 
na binuhusan ng research, he can live longer 
and more fruitfully, despite his heart disease. 


For Lolo Andy, discovering he had heart disease when he was 60 made him fearful for his and his. 


Dapat Sulit. 


@ > 


О - Opportunities for 10 million jobs 
D - Decongest Metro Manila 
DS - Develop Clark and Subic 


wife's future. The uncertainty darkened their blissful ie. Pero salamat sa Maykapal, sa alaga ni Doktor 
at ng mga gamot na binuhusan ng research, Lolo Andy today lives happily and fruitfully despite his 
heart disease, Sulit talaga ang gamot n'ya — gamot na gawa ng Pfizer Pfizer not only saved his heart, 
italso helped him and his wife reach 50 years of a love-filed life together. Definitely a milestone worth 
living for! Sabi nga ni Lolo Andy, dahil mahalaga ang buhay, ang gamot dapat sulit, 


Gov't caps bids for 20-year bonds 


Long-term T-bonds oversubscribed, volume of bids reached P6.3B $5.3M in '05 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE 20-YEAR TREASURY BOND RATE 
dropped 2.2 basis points to 10.228 per- 
cent yesterday as the government re- 
jected some of the bids, claiming to 
have a healthy cash position. 

The long-term government security 
fetched 10.25 basis points during the 
previous auction a month ago. 

‘The 20-year bond was oversubscribed. 
Volume of bids reached P6273 bil- 
lion—way over the governments pro- 
grammed debt offering of P4 billion. The 
Bureau of the Treasurys auction committee 
only accepted 2.578 billion worth of ten- 
ders to keep the rate below 10.25 percent. 

‘National Treasurer Omar Cruz said 
there was not much trading in the sec- 


ondary market for the 20-year bond so 
there was no reason for the market to 
seek a higher rate. 

Had the Treasury raised its P4-billion 
offering, the rate for the 20-year bond 
could have reached 10.306 percent, or 
higher than the last recorded. 

Cruz said the latest rates of the 20- 
year bond in the secondary market hov- 
егей between 9.5 and 10.5 percent. 

“On account of the very comfortable 
cash position of the government, 1 am 
not biting on that,” Cruz said, referring 
to the higher rates sought by the mar- 
ket, during a press briefing yesterday. 

Cruz said that, at present, the gov- 
ernmentis not pressured to accept high 
rates, unless they are reflective of the 
secondary market rates. 
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Now that the government is awash in. 
cash, the Treasury is considering can- 
celing the PS-year Tbond auction 
scheduled for Feb. 28, Cruz said. The. 
government was supposed to borrow 
P4 billion through that auction. 

He added that the Treasury might ad- 
just the borrowing program for March 
by changing the amounts of the debt of- 
ferings through T-bills and bonds. The 
adjustment would depend on the result 
ofthe bond swap. 

The swap now being promoted by 
the Treasury allows bondholders who 
still want to hold on to their securities 
to exchange their old debt instruments 
with tenors of 3, 5 and 7 years with 
freshly issued bonds. The swap would 
extend the government's average matu- 


rity by about one yeat 

‘The swap for the 3-year bond was held 
last Feb. 10, while the swap for the two 
other tenors will be held this Friday. 

The government programmed to swap 
P30 billion worth of new issues of 3-year 
bonds, P20 billion of 5-year bonds, and 
P25 billion of seven-year bonds. 

If the volume of existing bonds of- 
fered for swap would not reach the min- 
imum amounts set, then the Treasury 
would auction off the bonds for new 
cash, instead of merely engaging in 
swap, to meet the desired volumes. 

Cruz said there should be a huge vol- 
ume of trading of the freshly issued 3-, 
5- and 7-year bonds to make it liquid 
and therefore complement efforts to 
develop the domestic capital market. 


Fosters & Oulcoor Signs 


Exclusive Distributor: 


Tonnes & sooner 


Tradeshows а Events 


726-3991 to 98 
Fox: 723-7951 
Emot: inquire@igalcom.ph 


+ prints up to 1440 dpi resolution 
+ no lamination required unlike with 
dye-based 


* solvent ink costs 80% less than dye Ink A un 


TEAM GRAPHICS 


PLDI Chairn 
Manuel V. Pangi 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2006 


Coffee exports 
rose 40% to 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


COFFEE EXPORT EARNINGS WENT UP BY 
40 percent to $5.3 million in 2005 from $3.8 
million in 2004 as the country maintains good 
standing with a global industry body that ad- 
ministers agreements among producing and 
consuming countries. 

According to the International Coffee Or- 
ganization Certifying Agency (Icoca) of the 
Department of Trade and Industry, the 2005 
export figure was higher than the $4-million 
annual target. 

coca said that last year's record was nine 
times the $500,000 in export receipts posted 
in 2000, when the government and the coffee 
industry's stakeholders adopted Icoca-formu- 
lated strategies in promoting the export of 
processed coffee. 

The country’s 2005 exports were com- 
prised mainly of soluble coffee, accounting 
for $5.2 million or 98 percent of the total 
freight-on-board value, while green beans 
and roasted coffee accounted for the rest. 

Коса said Philippine-produced coffee 
maintained a loyal group of importers owing 
to the country’s good standing as a member of 
the International Coffee Organization, which 
administers a United Nations-recognized 
‘multilateral agreement among 75 countries. 

About 92 percent, or 35,040 kilograms, of 
the raw coffee beans shipped out went to 
Oman, while арай and China cornered 8 per- 
cent at a combined 3,070 kg. 

As forsoluble coffee, 1.4 metric tonsor 73 per- 
cent went to Japan; 172.4 MT or 9 percent went 
to Greece; 126 MT or 6 percent went to Cyprus; 
70 MT or 4 percent to Spain; and the rest were 
spread out to Thailand, Turkey, Fiji, Indonesia, 
Italy, Korea, Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, Kuwait, 
Papua New Guinea, Palau, Singapore, United 
‘Arab Emirates, and the United States. 

‘Also, Icoca accredited seven new coffee ex- 
porters last year under its special export autho- 
tization. The exporters accounted for some 
$235,000 worth of coffee exports in 2005. 


PLDT Mounts a “Really Cool” Showcase 


“PLDT Innolab showcases various business solutions innovation. We must innovate to survive.” ed уилн) Козо 
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Remembering o 


We may have been kids 
then, but the Edsa 
Revolution made an 
impact on our lives, too. 


In this special section, 
2bU! remembers Edsa 
—what it was then and 
what it means to us now 


Celebrating true 
people power 


How many of us 
see this holiday 
for what it really is? 


By Angela V. Ignacio 
2bUI Correspondent 


constitutes one of the earliest mem- 

ories 1 have as a kid. I remember 
creeping downstairs into the basement and 
seeing my aunt and her college friends 


T= FIRST EDSA REVOLUTION 


+ making giant yellow papier-máché hands 


and other paraphernalia. 

Twas barely 3 years old, but felt there was 
something important going on, so I eagerly 
tried to help out in any way I could. Little did 
Iknow that history was about to happen, and 
Iwas fast becoming a part oft 

Fifteen years later, the same thing hap- 
pened. Another tyrant, another uprising, an- 
other Edsa gathering. By. then, I-was old 
enough to understand, but I felt that this one. 
was different, and it wasn't necessarily good. 

Kids went there to see and be seen, hoping 
to spot some celebrity or bump into their 
crushes, Supporters were goaded not by a 
sense of nationalism, but by monetary 
promises. Celebrities publicly announced 
their support for this or that politician to 
boost their popularity status (or worse, to be- 
come politicians themselves). 

Tewas a golden opportunity for advertising 
hawks and media vultures who were ready to 
pounce and prey on anyone and anything 
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GOLDEN GLOBE AWARD! 


WINNER 
GEORGE CLOONEY 


“A FEARLESS AND AMBITIOUS 
PIECE OF WORK. 
Filmmaking о! the most bravura kind.” 
vets tu Los Angeles Sie 


“THE MOST THOUGHT PROVOKING, 


OST POWERFUL AND SIMPLY 
THE BEST FILM OF THE YEAR." 
Ebert Riceper 


""SYRIANA' DEMANDS AND. 
REWARDS CLOSE ATTENTION." 
anms Thr Saw ork es 


сутана IS BRILLIANT, — 
corge Clooney is hypnot 
haunting and quietly devastating. 
han mixes potent writing 
with images that tear at the heart.” 
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‘In this world, everything 
= p 


is pardoned in advance 
Bae 


"and therefore everything 
and forgetting 


is cynically permitted.’ 

—Milan Kundera 
what was happening when it was 
happening. My understanding 


came later So I perceived the 
many injustices committed by 
him against the Filipinos not as 
tremendous monstrosity, but as 
something that was meant, if on- 
ly for the revolution to be possi- 
Ble. 

Many critics say we Filipinos 
forget too easily. Just a couple of 
years later, the Marcoses had re- 
turned. Perhaps we have forgiven 
them. If time isa circle, then cyni- 
cally, the future pardons every- 
thing that has ever happened in 
the past because its existence 
owes itself to it, however dark it 
may be. If we have not had a 
tyrannical dictator, we would not 
have had People Power. а 

Since history will always be 
recorded, however neglected it 
may be, it will always be relived. 
Under this process, it will gain a 
multitude of meanings and inter- 
pretations. It will become heavy 
with associations and scrutiny 
‘Ages will come to wonder: “how 
‘could my life have changed if this 
never happened?” and despite 
how much they may theorize or 
complain, they will owe their ex- 
istence to it, because, having only 
‘one life to lead, there is no reality 
save that very one which has cre- 
ated them. 

“We see things the way they 
are because ifthey were different, 
‘we would not be here to see it 


E ‘Celebrating ех 


worth sensationalizing. Compared 
with the first, this was more like a 
colossal street party gone wrong, At 
least, that’s how it seemed to me, 
because I was actually there. 

‘And the third Edsa? Some people 
even think there really was no third, 
that it was just an (unorganized 
mob disturbance rather than a bona 
fide rally. But try telling that to the 
masses. 


Reasons 

Yes, there were people who were 
there for the right reasons, But there 
"were also those who were there for 
the wrong ones. And yes, we got 
what we wanted—a corrupt leader 
overthrown and a supposedly better 
one elected to take his place. 

But something was definitely 
missing. There was virtually no spir- 
it, no conviction, no unity. Power to 
the masses became a power struggle 
between the classes. The nation was 
split into half instead of becoming 
whole, a cacophony of halfhearted 
cries instead of one solid voice. 

Ultimately, what were we left 
with? Nothing but a hollow victory 
and tons of garbage, both on the 
streets and in the government. 

With our country not having be- 
come better, its only a matter of 
time before an Edsa Quatro starts. 
But how many more street rallies 
must we endure before the whole vi 
cious cycle of unrest ends? 

‘As the famous cry said, “Tama na, 
sobra na.” Edsa, Edsa Dos, Edsa 
Tres... No matter how many Edsa 
rallies we mount, only one truly has 
the right tobe given the distinction. 

‘The People Power Revolution 
of 1986 was, hands down, a true 
triumph of democracy. The whole 
world watched in awe as the poor 
stopped groveling on their knees 
and stood up, while the rich 
stopped looking down their 


eye with everyone else. It was all 
about unity and equality. One 
goal, one voice, But just how 
many of us see this holiday for 
what itreally is? 

Optimism 

Т confess that Iam not the most 
loyal citizen. 1 have my own preoc- 
cupadons to deal with, and God 
knows how often I have complained 
about the present and grieved for 
the future of this country. 

But what I lack in patriotism, I 
make up for through optimism, 
even blind idealism at times. 
How do we achieve the unity 
‘we've glimpsed in the Edsa revo- 
lution? Educate the masses. 
Reeducate the educated. Quit 
trying to overthrow the president 
and focus on finding a better one. 
Stop being apathetic and start 
caring. 

Of course, that’s easier said than 
done, but I believe that if you can't 
do it yourself, then at least say it, so 
that others in a better position can 
hear it and do something aboutit 

‘Then again, its not the fight thats 
important. It's what we're actually 
fighting for. Despite the political un- 
rest and looming threats of mutiny, 1 
know that deep down, all we want is 


Danicar Mariano 
Contributor 


TLAN KUNDERAS nov- 
el “The Unbearable 
Lightness of Being" 


tackles Nietzches idea of etemal 
Tetum: "Everything recurs as we 
once experienced, and that a life, 
which disappears once and for 
all, which does not retum, is like 
a shadow, without weight, dead 
їп advance and whether it was 
horrible, beautiful or sublime, its 
horror, beauty and sublimity 
mean ‘nothing, altering nothing 
in the destiny of the world.” 

"The idea of eternal retum, ac- 
cording to Kundera, implies a 
perspective from which things 
appear other than we know 
them: they appear without the 
mitigating circumstance of their 
transitory nature. "This mitigat- 
ing circumstance is what pre- 
vents us from coming to a verdict. 
For how can we condemn some- 
thing that is ephemeral, in tran- 
sit? In the sunset of dissolution, 
&vérything is illuminated by the 
aura of nostalgia." 

In the neglected People Power 
revolution of 1986, we find proof 
of these sayings. This monumen- 
tal event, precisely because ofits 
historical value, has been so im- 
planted in our consciousness that 
itrekindlesa lost patriotism. 

T never knew about Marcos. 1 
was too young to comprehend 


otherwise," the science of quan- 
tum physics says. 


countrymen alive? What an ap- 
propriate metaphor for our col- 
_ Su jective memory. We remember for 
History in action а while, and then cover up the 
History is constantly and ulti- trauma—eventually leading to 
mately reinvented by each action an avalanche. That is why life in 
of every human being. This tells this county isn't one tragedy af- 
us that if we have a government ter another. 
ме despise, itis only because we Some say our forgetfulness is 
have fostered it, justas if we exist the source of our happiness. We 
ina world we hate, itis only be- are one of the top 10 happiest 
‘cause we have succumbed toit. countries in the world despite 
То forget history means to widespread poverty, a survey 
have no history at all. Without says. Some say our forgetfulness 
history, Ме has no pattem and сал be the source of our forgive- 
context, and it is removed from пес. Is gotten so that we allow 
being part of апу “greater the guilty, who we shouldnt even 
scheme." Itisalife that cannot re- Бе allowing to roam freely, off the 
сш, dead in advance, meaning hook. More than that, however, 
nothing and altering nothing. ош forgetfulness can be the 
Is this, then, why we constant- source of our martyr-like toler- 
ly end up in the same tragedies? ance for living under the same 
Years after the massive struggleof bad conditions over and over 
People Power I, the Marcoses and again when what we desperately 
his cronies bave recovered. Years need is change. 
after the passion that inflamed Our forgetfulness is obviously 
People Power П, Loi Ejercito is not serving us anymore. True for- 
senator and Erap is threatening giveness and retribution comes 
to be released. The Ozone, from remembering, from reliv- 
tragedy the Ultra tragedy, and all’ ing. True happiness comes from 
the other tragedieswe couldhave knowing the past is in its rightful 
avoided with a little fore- place. The past isn't something 
Sight—all stem from a lack of we overcome, but something we 
hindsight, a lack of insight into build on, something we, at the 
what needs to be done as coun- very least, leam from—the ashes 
seled by the wisdom ofthe past. — of our failure, rising up to the 
‘Take, for example, the recent phoenix of whatever remaining 
Leyte landside—how many hope we can muster. We mustn't 
times within just this decade, has allow ourselves the luxury of for- 
trash or the earth swallowed our getting. 


ce. 

So today it won't be about rewrit- 
ing history, but about celebrating it. 
"Today, the "P sign will stand not for 
loser,” but for “faban,” just as it did 
years ago. 

Today, we will quit whining and 
start taking action. Today, we will 
forget how deep we've fallen and 
start believing again that we can still 
pick up the pieces. 

Today, we will remember Edsa. 
‘And be proud of who we are once 
again. 


Email фе author а 
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A dispatch 
from Wondercon, 
the mecca of comics 


lovers in San Francisco 
‘Text and photos by Ces Cabangon 


ONDERCON IS THE MECCA 

for every avid comic collector 

The first major comic conven- 
Чой of the year, it was held in San Franci 
coon Feb. 10-12. In celebration of its 20th 
year, Wondercon's lineup was composed 
of the biggest names in comics, from ma- 
jor to independent publishers. 

‘One may ask what the big deal was. 
Comics happen to be a part of popular cul- 
ture the world over, its narratives and images 
а a powerful expression of cultural soul. 
Revolutions do not always need guns and 
bombs. Sometimes, a pocket full of dreams, a 
pen, a fiery imagination, and а one-man 
army is enough to shake the world off isti. 

Wonderconis fun-filled three-day event of- 
fered comic-book signings, panel discussions, 
animé screenings, gaming, exhibits, charity 
auctions and fan films. Attendees came 
dressed as their favorite characters from sci 
елсе fiction and fantasy. The main hall was 
filled with booths selling rare comics from 
the Golden Age down to the present, as well 
as shins, trading cards, toys and other col- 
lectibles—the perfect bazaar that comics ad- 
dicis dream of 

“Talks were held in various rooms of the 
Moscone West Center, coinciding with other 
events. Speakers ranged from Sergio 
Aragones, the worlds fastest cartoonist, to 
the controversial legend, Frank Miller Speak- 
ers and audience members had opportunities 
to interact through ОВА portions held after 
each speech. Here are a few highlights from 
the panels 1am delighted to have caught: 

‘© "Mission Impossible 3" director J.J. 
‘Abrams 

‘The moment JJ. Abrams’ name was an: 
nounced and he appeared on stage, the 
crowd erupted in applause and cheer 
‘Abrams is best known for leading the creative 
force behind television's most exciting and 
memorable shows: “Felicity” “Alias” and 
“Lost.” He has since made a jump from di- 
тесп for television to film, specifically, the 
highly anticipated “МЕЗ.” It is Hollywood 
news that Tom Cruise postponed “МЕЗ” for a 
year while Abrams completed his contract 
‘with “Lost.” 

‘Abrams was so full of energy, he had the 
audience worked up and clinging to his every 
word, He clearly had a blast sharing his di- 
тесп experiences. He made mention of his 
first mecting with Tom Cruise, where he 
asked Cruise himself:"sn'tit just weird being 
"Tom Cruise?" This had the audience laughing 
and he reasonably declared that Tom Cruise 
belongs in a world ош there, not in his. 
‘Abrams expressed that it was great working 


& 


2evolut 


AUTHOR having a blast with Grant 
Morrison, the genius behind “Агат = 
Asylum" and “The Invisibles’ 


easily shifting from performing his own 
stunts to acting in a particularly emotional 
scene. 

During the Q&A, Abrams was reminded of 
how “Felicitys” short hair contributed to the 
dedine of the shows ratings. He was sur- 
prised how “Felicity” was brought up after all 
this time, but he took the comment with 
good nature and jest. Meanwhile, a woman 
from the audience observed how Abrams 
work in "Felicity" led to where he is now. She 
began to describe an episode where a man 
was run over by a bus, when Abrams delight- 
fully interrupted her. With a big smile on his 
face, Abrams told her that such was the frst 
episode of "Felici" he ever 
directed and that he loved 
her for having brought it 
up. Abrams then explained 
that he had always played 
with the idea that had Feli 
ity become a spy, she'd шт 
ощ to be "Alas" Sydney 
Bristow. 

Needless to say, working 
with Кеп Russell (who 
played Felicity) in “МІЗ” 
made him feel that he had 
come full circle. Though 
Abrams would have loved 
to direct the last episode of 
“Alias,” he couldn't do so as 
had to go on tour for 
МІЗ” 

The last question 
Abrams entertained from 
the audience came from a 
young man who told him 
that he and his friends had serious arguments 
‘with a particular question related to "Lose— 
“ls the island Jesus Christ?” To this, Abrams 
gave an amused look and replied “Yes,” 
which again led to everyone in the room to 
bust in is of laughter. 

Writer and director Kevin Smith 

Crowd favorite Kevin Smith was greeted 
with roars and a standing ovation from the 
audience. Humorously enough, he was wear- 
ing a shin with the huge words “sellout” 
printed at the back. 

Smith is popular for directing the Jersey 
series: "Clerks," "Mallrats;" "Chasing Amy” 

irl." He has also written comics 
movie characters such as "Chas- 


FRANK Miller signing graphic 
novels at the Dark Horse booth 


ions 


JJ. ABRAMS 


“Daredevil” and “Spider-Man.” 

‘Smith was on a roll with his monologues 
and had the audience howling with laughter. 
as he poked fun at himself and spoke his 
mind. He started with unmentionable jokes 
relating to the “X-Men” and the catastrophe 
that was “Jersey Gir.” 

He entertained his fans with the lashing he 
received for casting Jennifer Lopez, who is 
‘commented not to have died soon enough in 
the film. He then hinted that ‘Jersey Gir!” 
"could have been cut to a 15-minute fiim and 
stil we would've been lacerated.” Due to the 
tumout of ‘Jersey Gir" Smith no longer 
wishes to work with anyone famous, as ап 
actors personal life could 
shower his film with pre- 
conceived notions. 

Y you are wondering 
about Smith's "Green Hor- 
те?” project, it doesn't look 
like it will see the light of 
day Though Smith wrote 
the script, he declined to 
direct the Rim adaptation. 
He explained that because 
only a certain age bracket is 
familiar with Green Hor- 
net, he had to walk away 
from the pressure and diffi- 
cuky to make the movie a 
hugehit. 

Smith treated the audi- 
ence with a dip from his 
upcoming film, “Clerks 2" 
ог “The Passion of the 
Clerks.” The scene was a 
hilarious debate berween 
{fans of Star Wars" and “Lord ofthe Rings" on 
which wasa better trilogy. 

While “Chasing Amy" isa personal favorite 
of his, “Clerks 2" made him realize how much 
“Clerks 1" and its sequel mean to him. “Clerks 
17 after ай, is a film that mirrored Smith in 
his 20s. "Clerks 2,” on the other hand, follows 
the growth of the characters from the first 
film, which we can assume mirrors a more 
mature Smith. 

‘Smith said that, indeed, "Clerks 2" allowed 
him to surpass his directing experience with 
"Chasing Amy 

During the Q&A with Smith, a guy had the 
gall to go up and ask Smith to take a look at a 
screenplay he wrote. This only camed the ire. 
rf the eene wha етей and booed him 


тозез and learned to see eye to 


away After all, the journey to success 
cant be achieved with shortcuts. 
"When asked for his best advice for 
aspiring writers, Smith replied, 
"Write what you know." 

‘© "Supermah Returns" direc- 
tor Bryan Singer and actor Bran- 
don Routh 

Bryan Singer is one of Holly- 

‘wood's hottest directors to date. He 
was one of the creative minds behind 
“The Usual Suspects,” and is best 
known for directing “X-Men” and "X- 
Men2.” 

Bryan Singer was not as engaging a 
public speaker as JJ. Abrams or Kevin 
Smith, but he managed to maintain the 
crowds attention as everyone present 
shared a common interest: Superman. 

Upon getting hold of the microphone 
Singer immediately jumped to the Q&A. 
and later introduced Brandon Routh—the 
new Man of Steel 

Both sportingly answered questions 
ranging from Superman's codpiece to wl 
the S in Superman looks smaller compared 
with the old design. 

For the curious, Routh explained that the 
minimized 5 maximized the illusion of his 
chest, adding a sense of strength to his suit. 
Had the old large S been used, it would have 
taken over his chest and Routh would have 
looked smaller. 

Singer openly discussed how directing 
“Superman Returns” was much more daunt- 
ing than "X-Men." The shootin Australia was 
the farthest he's had to go for work. Singer al- 
зо spoke of how the role of Superman is big- 
ger collectively than the actor. Thus, it was ап 
advantage that they did not have a famous 
actor portray him, and deal with the baggage 
he could have carried into the film. 

‘Looking back, Christopher Reeves was a 
relatively unknown actor when he signed up 
for Superman, just like Routh. 

Singer said that “Superman Returns” 
merges with "Superman 2" and "Superman 
3." We see a different Superman as the world 
has moved on without him. Among the con- 
flicts Superman has to cope with is his inabili- 
ty to veer away from his aitraction for Lois 
Lane, even if she now has a child and fiancé. 
We can also expect a much darker and vil- 
lainous Lex Luther depicted by Kevin Spacey. 

When asked by a fan which Superman 
movie or scene is their respective favorite, 
Routh replied that he thinks fondly of “Super- 
man 2" Notably, the scenes when Clark 
Keni/Superman is with Lois in Niagara Falls 
having hotdogs and then having to come to 
her rescue. “Superman 2" is also Singer's fa- 
vorite, but more for is memorable vil- 
lains- particularly Ursa and General Zod. 

© Writer and director Frank Miller 

rank Miller is a star in the world of 
comics. He reinvented the superhero, along 
with the likes of Alan Moore, breathing new 
life into the comics scene inthe 1980s. 

Miller is credited with redefining Batman 
comics in his groundbreaking epic, "The Dark 
Knight Returns.” He has also worked on Mar- 
vel chamcters such as Daredevil and Elektra. 


aoshi_no_miiko@atenista.net 


"STAR Wars" 
General 
Grievous 


In the 1990s, he left DC and spent much of 
the decade writing and drawing the many 
story arcs that make up “Sin City” 

When Miller was introduced, the audience 
was held in a spell of awe and fell into a quiet 
hush of reverence. Everyone was in his grip 
and was intensely listening as a panelist in- 
terviewed him about his influences and 
works. 

Miller's early writing for “Daredevil” was 
brought up as it is considered by critics as his 
most romantic work Miller disagrees 
though, as he believes "Sin Citys" “That Yel- 
ow B*st*rd” is his most romantic work. It 
volves around generation-crossed lovers 
John Hartigan and Nancy Callahan. Theirs is 
a pure love John refuses to consummate and 
he ultimately sacrifices his life for her. 

Miller has always maintained strong polit- 
ical views and he was able to convey this 
“Dark Knight Returns," which he wrote dur- 
ing the Regan presidency. He wanted to focus 
on the media as TV just gives viewers the sf 
face of things. Tackling serious political and 
social issues in comics earned him great 
chaim. Miller wanted to write more parodies 
under the Regan administration, but was 
prevented from doing so. 

Miller's next project is called "Holy Terror 
Batman,” in which Gotham City is attacked 
by terrorists. 

Millers clearly fond of compari 
with Superman, He says: "Superman stood 
as an icon, but an icon of what? Who is Su 
perman? Its worth a look." He goes on to say 
that "Batman is a man in love with a city, it 
makes sense for him to protect Gotham." To 
this, it was raised why Batman was such а 
difficult character. Miller pauses and coun- 
ters, "Because he is the smartest superhero 
опеапһ and he can't fiy" 

Miller was asked what he would like the 
next generation of his profession to achieve. 
‘To this, Miller took a long pause and replied: 
"Better comics." 

à à À 


GOTTA HAVE. You 
go, Faith Amigo! 


LIKES IT. JM Rodriguez. 
and Tina Tinio 
DJ Tiesto and Hed 
Kandy are slugging it 
out in Manila this 
March. Bling it on! 


sunglasses 


HIS NEWS MIGHT BI 
: Е SE atnight, 


TOO EARIY 


or the scenes partyphiliacs, 
to know. M; 


but | 
ark the 


Tuck it in 


so they 


On March 31, two of international house п 
1. DJ Tiesto, con 


rod t9 be the Ne 
Kandy 


pany cirevi 
favorite He 
las ай 
crowd. Beat that. 

Inasmuch as I love our 
nightlife (which I think can 
‘compete with the rest ofthe 
world), it is only now that 
two major world leaders in 
the party-music worlds are 
going head-to-head іл 
Manila. It all started when 
Stephen Ku, a promoter 
who has been making 
waves for quite some time 
now, got the prized booking for DJ Tiesto. For 
many years now, everyone in the circuit has 
been trying to get a hold of him (think interna 
tional city bidding to host the Olympics type of 
war), and it is only now that Manila is getting 
the chance to do so. The party is going to hap- 
pen inside the cavernous halls of the Philippine 
Intemational Convention Center (PICC). 

,. Big Fish, on thé other hand, led by Domini 

‘primero and the late Tuck Cheah’s widow Pix- 
ie Cheah and Big Fish First Lady Joanne 
Primero, decided to mount a head-on collision 
ofthe Tiesto event with its own Hed Kandy gig, 
to be held at another giant party venue, the 
World Trade Center. They even plan to give out 
countless CDs to lure the revelers. 

Oflate, the Big Fish crew has had a monopoly 
ofthe big rave market, with heavy suppor from 
scene stalwarts such as Smar’s Addict Mobile 
and Motorola (which hosted and sponsored last 
month's massive Paul Van Dyk event, photos on 
this page). Now, Stephen Киз group poses a stiff 
challenge, with the world’s foremost spinmeis- 


eins in booking the Dus, 
along with Domini and 
Joanne, to make sure every 
rave event is filled with noth- 
ing but the best the Manila 
partyphile (and other visi- 
tors from within the region) 
canenjoy. 

Did you know that tourist 
arrivals in the Philippines 
have increased because of 
these parties? Party peeps 

from all over the world are fully aware of these 
shindigs and would gladly hop on a plane to 
catch their favorite music meister, the same way 
‘you would fly to Hong Kong to catch Kylie or 
‘Singapore to watch the American Idols live in 
‘concert. These are party pesos flowing into our 
economy. 

Та the end, who is the real winner? Us! Be- 
‘cause with these party promotional groups jock- 
eying to gain prominence in the field, they only 
make themselves better, and, by doing so, they 
also make our party lives livelier and more pro- 
gressive than itis. 1 just wish they both really 
have us in mind when they throw these. 
not let pride or whatever negative interest get in 
the way. I know how hard itis to mount these 
happenings, and 1 sincerely hope they fill up 
both venues. Its no joke to pack these spaces. 

So my advice is, lets give both sides all the 
support we can give. In the end, we will all be 
the victors in this party battle. 

Win, win, win! That should 
motto. 
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Meet your new best friend 


By Gabriel H. Mercado 


2bU! Contributor 
OKIA LAUNCHED ITS LATEST 

\\ © series phones, and Tm con- 
vinced one of these phones is 
Very likely going to be your next one. 

То qualify, you'd have to think of 
phones as tools rather than playthings. 
Maybe youre a graduating student 
getting à new job, earning a new post. 
at work, or otherwise experiencing 
something new in your life, Or maybe 
you like to havea phone with the latest 
innovation, but without being over- 
whelmingly “techie.” In other words, 
you're pretty much like the rest of us. 

‘Around April this year, Nokia will 
release the new 6 series phones world- 
wide. Nokia is looking to grow its 
"mid-tier" or middle-class market, by 
adopting a “replacement” rather than 
“new phone” approach, offering con- 
sumers an upgrade on what 
they have rather than a 
whole new phone alto- 
gether. É 

The new 6 series 
phones are designed for | 
people who like to have 
the latest phone features 
but don’t want to lose the 
familiarity of previous 
models. 

The new series is also 
for the guy or girl who 
gets frustrated with “super 
hi-tech” phones, but is 
equally — uncomfortable 
with too-simple models, 

Nokia hopes the 6 series 
has the right mix of form- 
and-function sawyy. 

6070 Key Features: 

+ FM Stereo Radio 

* VGA Camera with video 
recorder. 


Nokia's new 
6 series 
phones 
command 
attention for 
their form- 


and-function 
Sawy 


* Push to talk 
+ mp3 ringtones 


NOKIA 6233 


| rai 


| pic 
| in 


из, terrific news for every 


| Friendster-savvy user out there. 
| who is obsessed with taking 


s. Опе of three "flip-phones" 
the lineup, it is available in 


black and red. 


6125 key features: 
* Stylish and compact fold 


design with excellent keypad 


ergonomics 


тда, м 


Rothschild, head of 
product marketing, Bus. МОКА 6113 
ness Line Management for 
Nokia, describes the 6070 as 
a phone "for people who 
own a phone without а cam- 
ега, and are looking to 
move up.” The 6070 is a 
simple Series 40, four- 
band phone with GPRS, 
EDGE and HS (CSD) con- 
nectivity in a fairly sturdy 
looking package in dark — * 13 
gray or light blue. with 8x d 
6103 Key Features: . 
* Bluetooth Wireless 
Technology 
* FM Radio 
+ VGA Camera and 
self-portrait possibility 
* Nokia Xpress Audio 
messaging 
* Push to talk 
An update on 6101, 
this one has bluetooth. The. 


USB—an 

mail 
6131 k 
* Sii 

design 


+ 22 


тма, wm: 


its 


use 


Wireless 
with bluetooth 
* Music player (mp3, mp4, 


* 1.3 megapixel camera with 


8x digital zoom 


* Wireless connectivity with 
uetooth 

= Music player (mp3, mp4, 
а) 

One of the6125'sclaimsto 
fame is its storage capability 
via a micro-SD card, that al- 
lows up to a whopping 2 

GB. This, 1280x1024 
camera and a multi-formai 
music player, makes it a vi 
able upgrade for mobile 
video or audio fans. You can 

bluetooth, — infi 
d attach files to 


ey features: 
ish and compact fold 
with  push-to-open 


functionality and excellent 
keypad ergonomics i 


irue-color display 


with 16.7 million colors 


megapixel camera 
igital zoom 
connectivity 


а) 


‘The 613I's main feature is 
push-to-open 

which makes opening the 

phone with one hand possible. 

it has big ergonomic keypad: 

Other 6131 features are al 

most similar to other models’, 


function, 


NOKIA 6070 


ia Жтт" Audio messaging 


a 4 


front-side camera lens allows self-por- 


with a good 1280x1024 cam, blue- 


always be our POST Valentine’s Day with PVD. Paul Van Dyk in Moto action 


NOKIA 6103 


tooth and a radio and mp3 player. 

6233 key features: 

* Classic design in stainless stee! 

* Stereo speakers with 3D sound ef- 
fects 

* 2 megapixel camera with 8x digi- 
tal zoom, landscape mode 

* Improved pull e-mail with easy 

settings 

* 3G multimedia: video 

sharing, fast download of 

games, music, video and 
ging tones. 
* OMA digital rights 
1 management 1.0 
schild describes it as 
“highly technical — but 
doesn’t look it." In a sleek 
stainless-steel cover, the 
6233 offers a 2 megapixel, 
8x digital zoom camera, 3G 
connectivity, and OMA digi- 
tal rights management in an- 
pation of content coming 
invia 3G. 

The 6233 offers 
1600x1200 pixel camera 
shots which you then share 
via WCDMA or Edge, store in 
an SD card and send vin e- 

mail, The phone comes in classic 
black or silver alloy. 


BLING ? 


BROTHERS. 
Rustom Padilla, 
Mylene Dizon, 
Paolo Paraiso and 
Robby Carmona 


HATTAH, hottah! More parties, please! 


days left.. 


BEFORE THE ОКЕАМ-МАКЕК 
makes your dreams come true! 

You have seven days left until the Feb. 28 
deadline of the 1st Philippine Graphic/Fic- 
tion Awards, brought to you by award-win- 

ning author Neil Gaiman and Fully Booked 
bookshop. 

This contest is open to all Filipinos, as part 
of Gaiman's special thanks to all Filipinos or. 
the unforgettable welcome he got during his 
very successful boolcsigning here last усаг 

Submit your original entries for either ће 
prose or the comics categories. Just think, 
with your wild imagination, paper and pen, 
you can be P100,000 richer! 

АЙ winning entries and honorable men- 
tions will be published in a special compila- 
tion, with а foreword by Мей Gaiman him- 
sel. 

"This contest is proudly brought to you by 
tho Philippine Daily Inquirer’s 2bU! and Su 
perl, as well as Meg magazine, NU 107 and 
Hero TV For contest rules and downloadable 
appheation form, visit wwwfulybooke- 
donline.com or e-mail writingconesi fully 
bookedonlinecom. Good luck amd keep 
those creative juices flowing 


Ly 


THE THREE WINNERS OF THE 
2bUI Plays Cupid promo are: 

+ Annalisa Margarita Mariano 
of Quezon City 


Airlines 


5 Chery! Polican of Philippine - 


home gift certificates from Ani- 
maland, SM, Cheesecake Etc, 
Max Brenner, Haagen-Dazs, 
Shakeys, Bollywood/Café Ha- 
vana, Dencio's, Solomon Guest 
House, Sakae Sushi, Metro Phi 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2006 


Time Depot, a dress from Kari- 
madon, Limited Edition 2006 His 
and Hers Havaianas, perfumes 
from Ralph Lauren and Cacharel, 
makeup and skincare products 
from Shu Uemura, goodie bags 


poolside barbecue at the Hotel 
Philippine Plaza. 

The winner of our iPod Shuf- 
fle promo is: 

* Kim Yan 

Their entries will be published 


> Dionne Morales of Foreign Ват, Tia Maria's, California Nails from Unilever and six-month in next week's 2bU! Winners will 
Service Institute and Day Spa, tickets to Enchant- „subscriptions to PLDTs myDSL. be notified on how they can 


i | 
Ww in n e rs e ‘These lucky winners will bring ed Kingdom, Casio watches from “They will also get to enjoy the claim their prizes. 


LLIIL——- 


is 


ton make i658 


"WORKSHOP AT JOHN ROBERT POWERS. Enroll early for choice schedules. 


CALL NOW: 892 9511 әс 927 04655. o» 


- Quei Busw 


wemjohtrobertgpwers com. 


Ground Floor Cinderella Bullding 
825 EDSA, Quezon City 
Pareng on rec 


The ОЛУ diaj-up Prepaid card with XLR8 technology 


Get up 1020 hours dlal-up or 1 hour WEF (or a combination) | DSL speeds for only P100 i used for Wi-Fi | Free XLRB Technology | Reloadable | Get access to more than 200 hotspots nationwide 
BL@ST Prize Barrage Online. All BLGST users are in for a real. Up for grabs are P 


000, айр for 2 to HK Disneyland, a brand-new laptop and other cool stuff. To join, log on lo hilp://www.blosl.ph. 
Promo is until March 17, 2006 only. See posters or flyers for more details. Per Di 


ICR Permit No. 3086 Series of 2005. 


Visit www.blast.ph or сай 411-1300. Available in Metro Manila only. airbornefaccess 


FuelStretch 


A fuel tipid tip to get more mileage out of your fuel. 


Shift up to higher gears as early as possible, as you accelerate. 


At Shell, we're committed to helping you go further. Look out for other fuel tipid tips 


CLEAR AND 
SMOOTH. 


HAIR-FREE 
UPPER LIP. 


Call tho Facial Care 
Centre tor LaserLight 
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Your get [JA З Geisha fever 
е 7 After a long wait, the film adaptation of Arthur 

T€ ad. 1 ng l (AY t Golden's celebrated novel "Memoirs of a Geisha" 


will finally hit local theaters today. 

2bU! celebrates this colorful film with a special issue 
featuring your very own geisha reading list, exquisite 
kimonos and a hot Japanese resto that's sure to 
please your palate. 


By Pam Pastor If the movie has left 


THERE 15 NO DOUBT THAT THE кїм you intrigued about 
Version of “Memoirs of a Geisha” wil spaw re- RE E 

теней interest inthe geisha culture. Manybooks the geisha lifestyle, 
have been written about the subjec-—both fic. 


tion and non-fiction—but sadly, nota lot of titles pj 
are available locally pick up these books 


‘One book that would be interesting to read is i 
Liza Dalby’ “Geisha.” Dalby, an American gradu- and start reading 
ate student of anthropology, made history as the 

first white woman to become a geisha in Kyoto, 

Japan, in the "70s. With her writing and her de- 

votion to the subject, she helped erase Western 

misconceptions about the geisha. Visits to our fa- 

vorite book haunts have left us empty-handed, | 

but we did find these other titles. 


‘Memoirs ofa Geisha’ 
Arthur Golden 

If you haven't read the novel on which the 
movie was based, it would be a good idea to start 
now. And if you've read it, revisit its pages and 
compare it with the film version, 

Follow the journey of Chiyo, from her days in 
the fishing village to her transformation into 
Sayuri, one of Gion's most remembered geishas, 
"Memoirs of a Geisha’ is a fairy tale, a soap 
opera, an exquisite story rife with villains and 
heroines, greed and kindness, triumphs and con- 
flies, beauty and ugliness, passion, manipulation 
and never-ending color 

"This gripping frst novel reads like а classic. To 
say that it’s hard to put down is an understate- 
ment, Some books are so good that after finish- 
ing them you want to turn to page one and start 
again. "Memoirs of a Geisha" is one of them. 


‘Geisha: A Living Tradition’ 
Kyoko Aihara 
Join Kyoko Aihara as she explores the world of 
geisha. Although the book's primary focus is 
showing how the 
sha live in the 
modern world, the 
book offers much 
‘more than that. 
‘With chapters 
devoted to Kyoto's 


hanamichi is a li 
censed area in 
Japan where the. 
geisha live and 


maiko (an apprentice geisha), 


mances and the events that pep- 
h provides in- 


clothes and the accessories of the ges! 
packed with information on 
les, makeup of the geisha, their arts, 
traditions life in the okiya and even how mod: 
s affected their every day. (My fa- 


Ferragamo shopping bag.) Crisp, juicy, and generous servings of fried tender tiger slírimps 
а crash course— Geisha Lifestyle " Ж : mm ^ 
served with Belgian fries and Caesarslaw on the side. 
mpti elicious treat we're sure you're gonna lóve.,/So... , 
‘Geisha: Women of Japan's Flower and A tempting delicious treat we're YOUN p : Н 
Willow World" f 


XT S What's your Shakey's Favorite? 
the geisha in the modern world, this book re 


ws their colorful past, told through beauti- 
ful and even haunting images. The photos are. 
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YOUBORN TODAY: You're a sweet, unselfish, generous person. You have a kind heart. Because of this, you are often DIN. MUKHANG SASABIHIN NAMAN NITO 
Овод a noble cause. This cause might be humble, such as your family, or very worldiy. You want to make the 1 WIND! KO MA- — wA HUWAG KANIN 
World a better place. Expect major changes this year, perhaps as significant as 1997. 1 i, GAGAMIT ANC 
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SALMON and Cream Cheese Maki. 


Ship 1 


By Pam Pastor. 


HE RESTAURANT'S NAME 

came to them in a dream. 

And while turning Red Ki- 
mono into reality took more than 
just closing their eyes for deep 
slumber, Mike Dargani and his wife 
Nameeta still believe they were 
lucky. 

“Everything just fell into place; the pieces 
fit,” Mike said. 

Luck began with the restaurants loca- 
tion—they were able to secure a prime spot at 
The Fort Strip. "We were very excited about 
the location. The Fort Strip is happening," 
Mike added. 

Mike signed the lease for the space just 
hours before he and Nameeta left for a trip to 
Europe, a journey that played a part in build- 
ing their restaurants concept. “That trip was 
instrumental," Nameeta said. “The timing was 
amazing. We were so inspired to be creative." 

They returned from their trip energized 
and brimming with fresh ideas. And in three 
month's time, Red Kimono opened for busi- 
ness. This isn't their first venture in the food 
arena—Red Kimono is the 10th restaurant 
they have opened. 

Red Kimono's interiors don't look like your 
traditional Japanese resto. It’s trendy and the 
vibe is upbeat. 

"We wanted to do modern Japanese. We 
wanted to tweak things, to play with ingredi- 
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SESAME Prawn on Toast with Sweet Chili Sauce 


To 


CHOCOLATE Balls 


ents,” Mike said. And that's exactly what they 
did. 

Mike and Nameeta created the menu with 
their executive chef who had trained with sev- 
eral Japanese chefs. That hard work has paid 
off in the loyal following Red Kimono has 
gained since opening in July of last year. "The 
response has been amazing,” Mike said. 

That's no big surprise because the food is 
good. 

Sushi fans should check out the Sushi Bar 
Specials. They're so good they can turn non- 
sushi eaters into instant converts, Try the 
Salmon and Cream Cheese Maki (P195), 
which is rolled with fresh salmon and 
Philadelphia cream cheese. The Crunchy Ma- 
ki are yummy rolls that are stuffed and 
topped with tuna (P180), ebi (P180) or unagi 
(P200). Try the California Crunch (P190), 
too—a deep-fried crispy version of the good- 
old California Maki. 

Other great appetizers include the Crabstick 
Roll served with Wasabi Mayonnaise, (P160) 
and the Sesame Prawn on Toast with Sweet 


CRABSTICK Roll with 
Wasabi Mayo 


CHICKEN Teriyaki with potato hay garnish 


1 Kimono 


FLOURLESS Chocolate Cake 


Chili Sauce (P240), both of which are must-or- 
ders. Tofu lovers would enjoy the Layered 
Spinach and Tofu with Sweet Miso Paste 
(P135). 

Diners have a lot of options for the main 
course. If chicken is your favorite, choose 
from Chicken Teriyaki (grilled chicken in 
teriyaki sauce with a potato hay garish, 
P210), Chicken Katsu Curry (breaded chicken 
served with curry sauce, P220) or Grilled 
Miso Chicken (served with a side of cucumber 
salad and steamed white rice, P210). 

Meat-eaters would love the Ginger and 
Garlic Steak (grilled fillet of beef tenderloin 
with a vegetable siding, P395) and the Beef 
Teppanyaki which comes in local (P330) and 
US Black Angus (P650) variants. 

If seafood is your choice, order the Prawn 
Teppanyaki (stir-fried prawns and vegetables, 
P395). The prawns are so plump and juicy. 
‘The Gindara with Sweet Miso (P595) is like- 
wise delectable, the fish succulent and its tex- 
ture perfect. 

Red Kimono also serves Kamameshi—fla- 
vorful rice served in individual pots and gen- 
erously topped with chicken, beef, shrimp ora. 
mixture of the three. It's a meal in itself. 

If you still have room for dessert, try the 
Chocolate Balls (P100)—a big hit with 
kids—or the yummy Pecan Pie, which is 
served with a big scoop of vanilla ice cream. 
You can also try the Tempura Ice Cream or the 
Flourless Chocolate Cake. 

‘And for those who want to cap their meal 
with a nice drink, Red Kimono's sake cocktails 
are a good choice. А 

Опе of Nameetz's priorities was making 
sure the menu items wouldn't be overpriced. 
"We're such foodies, we're so adventurous 
with food, we love to eat out but we always 
try to find good value. We respect that in a 
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After watching 'Memoirs of a Geisha," 
drop by Red Kimono for great 
Japanese food with a modern twist 


restaurant,” she said. 

Red Kimono is located at Unit 1A at the G/F 
of The Fort Strip, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig. Call 
8166642. 


CRUNCHY Ebi Maki 


Email the author at ppastorQinquirer. 
com.ph. 
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By Pam Pastor 
Photos by Ryan Lim. 


IF YOU'RE DREAMING OF INCORPORATING 
the glorious kimono into your wardrobe (yes, 
it can look pretty hot with jeans) but trips to 
the mall have left you with zilch, we have the 
answer. 
‘And no, you don't have to go all the way to 
Japan—just Lucban, Quezon. 
Romy Glorioso, who has 
a passion for all things 
Asian, has been creating 
beautiful kimono tops 
using rich materials and 
(f) fabrics. Some of his ki- 
monos are even reversible. 
He doesn’t mass-produce his creations, so 
you can be sure your kimono is unique. Glo- 
Tioso can also make kimonos to suit your own 
specifications, 
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And he doesn’t stop at kimonos. He also 
makes other Asian-inspired clothes and has be- 
come popular for his home accessories as well. 
People love his placemats, napkins, tablecloths, 
throw pillows, bags, bed covers and lanterns. 
Although he sometimes participates in 
bazaars and wedding fairs, Glorioso mostly 


NI 


works from his shop in Lucban. 

He was a discovery—a gift that arrived just 
аз we were ready to pass off 168-bought silk 
robes as kimonos. 


Romy's shop is at Banahaw Subdivision 1 in 
Lucban, Quezon. Call 042-5408411 or 0920- 
5766122. 


Do you want the fashion freaks to visit your 
store or check out your wares? E-mail us at the- 
{fashionfreaks@yahoo.com. 
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Expressive clamshell design with gh allects and exchangeable Siyle-up™ covers / 
Easy lo use VGA camera wih video / Mela player - MPS/AAC (audio). MPEG video) 
QuickShere'"- Bluetooth гог, MMS / 16 MB memory 


FREE exclusive designer phone. pou 


Enjoy the many exclusive style perks when you SUBSCRIBE TO A GLOBE 
POSTPAID PLAN with the New Sony Ericsson Z520i. 


© FREE Sony Ericsson 25201 on a G-Plan 2500. 


© FREE limited Sony Ericsson 25201 designer phone pouch, 
designed exclusively by Ms. Carla Sibal, Editor-in-Chief, 
Mega Magazine 


© FREE Mega Magazine Anniversary February Issue for 
subscription with Sony Ericsson 75201. 


© A chance to win one of fifty FREE 1-year subscription 
to Mega Magazine. 


© Automatic membership to Globe Girlfriends! Enjoy a 
world of events and privileges: discounts at shops, 
downloads on fashion tips and many тоге! 


Rush to the nearest Globe Business Center or HUB or call 751-8888. 


‘See yes for deta. Promo period is from Feb. 10 to Mar. 31,2008 
er DTHNCR Permit No 0867. Sene of 2006. 
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MOST kimonos 
are reversible, 
with different 
designs on each 
side. 


ROMY uses silk and satin to make his kimonos 
but clients can request other fabrics. 


(abe 


PRICES range from P700-P1,000. 


Your geisha... 


FrompageD! 


cludes a glossary and bibliography—is a capti- 
varing read. You can spend hours poring over it. 


‘Madame Sadayakko: The Geisha Who 
Bewitched the West’ 
Lesley Downer 

Madame Sadayakko is included and tagged 
as "The Penultimate Star" in the chapter on leg- 
endary geisha in "Geisha: Women of Japan's 
Flower and Willow World." In "The Geisha Who 
Bewitched the West," Lesley Downer tclls the 
legendary geisha's 
life story 

Downer, who 
was applauded for 
her book "Women 
of the Pleasure 
Quarters,” put to- 
gether Sa- 
dayakkos story 
using newspaper 
dipping, ойе 
writings and at- 
tempts to contact 
relatives who re- 
member Sadayakko. Sadayakko's marriage to а 
poor actor led to her role as the first geisha who 
performed internationally. She became a hit in 
the US and in Europe. Her image spawned art- 
works by famous artists including Pablo Picasso. 
She also appeared in Harper's Bazaar magazine. 
It has also béen said that she inspired Puccini's 
Madame Butterfly. 

"The Geisha Who Bewitched the West," which 
follows Sadayakko's rise as a performer, includes 
black-and-white photos of the actress. Downer's 
2003 book has been referred to as a reallife 
"Memoirs of a Geisha." With her words, Downer 
paints a portrait of this bold and bewitching 
geisha. 


The books are available at PowerBooks branch- 
es nationwide. 


= NEWS /A2 cM NEWS [A18 ү , Malacafiang declares Saturday, Feb. 25,. 
Magdalo denies Paunches, receding a special non-working holiday, which 
AFP claim of links hairlines таж RAM’s 1 isthe last day of the four-day celebration of 
with communists first reunion in 20 years the 20th anniversary of Edsa People Power I. 


cmi feedbaciiinquirercom ph. 


Archbishop Rosales now In show of force, people 
е Church ; relive first day of Edsa I 


By Leila B. Salaver By DJ Yap, Luige A. del Puerto 
MANILA ARCHBISHOP. 1 A and Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


Gaudencio Rosales has к d | PEOPLE TOOK IT UPON THEMSELVES TO COM- 
been made a cardinal by " memorate yesterday the 20th anniversary of the 
Pope Benedict XVI, out- "People Power" revolution that toppled the dicta- 
going Papal Nuncio Arch- tor Ferdinand Marcos, because of the low-key 
bishop Antonio Franco E ТЕМ 5 celebration of the historic event by the Arroyo ad- 
announced last night at a - -— — aiima] ministration. 


ARCHBISHOPIAs Thursday, Fel 2 т website: wwwing]. net. INSHOWIAS 
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THE MILITARY 
' When mistahs embrace 


By Buddy Resurreccion 


(The writer was a Constabulary captain who resigned his com- 
mission the day before Edsa I began. He is now an Inquirer Golf 
$ columnist.) 


of the Marcos regime and the politization of € 
, the AFP weighed heavily оп my mind as I 
THE WAY THEY WERE: During the unexpected huge turnout of Filipinos celebrating Edsa оп Из 20th anniversary, they fondly remember the me with the question of whether to stay in . 
impact of flower power on the men in uniform. As the Arroyo government downplays Edsa I, people take it upon themselves on the first day е service or get out. 
Commemoration of the four-day People Power revolt on Feb. 22, 1986 to mass at Edsa and reclaim their legacy. pmsonooc È 1 decided to get out, but not 


ПЕ AN AGE OF FERMENT. THE EXCESSES 


company of such opposition 
with a whimper. I announced leaders as Doy and Pepito Lau- : 
my resignation before local reland Ernie Maceda. 


and foreign media—and in the WHEN/AIB ; 
owergroups 
Stargazing on wondrous night 


By Karen М. Тайайа 


e. e. 
O EDSA VETERANS REMEMBER THE HUGE 
red and black flag that marked the edge of 
the People Power crowd on the comer of Ed- 


sa and Boni Serrano on the Camp Crame side? 


Nicknamed "Superi," the 1970 had been working for 
flag belonged to Kasapi (Kapu- radical social transformation. 


Pilipinas). Kasapi was one of alization of Kasapi's strategy of 
Í the democratic socialist politi- PUI or People's Urban Insurrec- 
cal organizations that since STARGAZINGI A20 


Cory, Bro. Mike, ; GC Chicken Wem ne тфа Sandem ng, The sn even was the artir 


big businessmen, | oo 3 
Hyatt 10 meet í үсүе» 
By Gil С. Cabacungan Jr. fl aggl n g 


SAYING THE RESOLUTION OF spirits 
the crisis facing the country © 
should not be left to poli By Christian V. Esguerra, 
alone, a powerhouse group of é Jani Arnaiz and Connie Е. 
A T Fernandez 

businessmen, religious leaders 
and former high government of- GONE дән m FERAARD, 

: : х uthern Leyte—A live chicken 
ficials met yesterday to discuss per Gi uem 
how to end the potentially dan- w my d flagging hopes 

iti of finding human survivors near- 

gerous political deadlock. i a wed ales the amine bend 

The low-key unannounced meeting con- slide here. : Я 
vened by the Makati Business Club was at- Rescuers extracted the fowl È TRIPLE TREAT: Note 3 headlines in PDI issue of Feb. 23, 1986. 
tended by prominent businessmen led by Ay- along with the bodies ofa woman 
ala Corp. chief Jaime Augusto Zobel Ayala, El and a child at around 2 p.m., зай D ; ; 
Shaddai leader Bro. Mike Velarde and a bloc Maj. Gen. Bonifacio Ramos, over- Twas like Good Friday 
of anti-Arroyo forces led by former President ve all ground commander of the 
Corazon Aquino. multinational rescue operation. By Fernando del Mundo 

"There is a sense of urgency that the political “if there's a live chicken, there 
crisis has to be resolved at the soonest time possi- х might also be people breathing T 6 FEET WITH CAUCASIAN FEATURES, 
Ez erede St Dope ыш Uriel G. Borja looked just like one of those 
ing this crisis are narrowing down and we don’ zr Е ; : т 
want to be left with exra-constitutional altema- 222 8 ы around 3 p.m. American correspondents who had де 
tives,” former Education Secretary Butch Abad RETURN OF THE NATIVE. Imelda Marcos whose home. It was the first time that res- | Scended on Edsa when the People Power revolu- 
told the Inquinen in a phone interview. province s Leyte meets up with President Arroyo on Wednesday cuers, now digging more than 15 ; tion broke out. 


at the village of Guinsaugon, St Bernard. (CHICKEN) A4 
gom 2 Saree M) : Adding to the image of а Borja had flown to Manila from 


- chute journalist was the Iligan City that fateful Sun- 
n , ? paract bh igi 

NT = q ES " Whi 7 { reporters vest he wore, the day—Feb. 23, 1986—after he 
FYR ridicules GMA ‘best person’ claim ere's God? em мем ro э aoe ice 

е Wh di d He and the bluster in his voice that Minister Juan Ponce Enrile's 
By Cynthia D. Balana proposed инн ina рибе y normally had a melodious Ce- breakaway on Saturday. 

mentary form of government. buano accent. From the Manila airport, the : 

KE “Thatsjustonepesosoni. | take away our A volunteer in Corazon businessman-farmer had gone 
Ramos and Corazon Aquino yes- — ion," Ramos told reporters at the Aquino's election campaign, жш. 


terday shrugged off President opening of the photo exhibit on loved ones?’ 


Macapagal-Arroyo's claim that (ће 1986 People Power revolt at ғ - » 
the latter was the "best person" to Edsa by photographer Sonny Ca- : 
ший 2010 in! eer DOE Teh Mls 


lead the nation until 2010 in the FVRRIDICULES/AS | Ву Jani Arnaiz 
and Connie Fernandez 


PDI Visayas Bureau 


Esperon: 14 plotters squealed у= smer (RP йине шшш 


Leyte Тһе penu sapis of $ By han A.Ona to the Church-run Radio Veri- 
By Dona Pazzibugan details of the coup plot during lieutenant. Barangay Guinsaugon burst like a (rst oftwo parts) ayes леу 
and Fe Zamora questioning, Esperon said. He said the military wasableto dam during a Masscelebrated on ? rhe guth eda: d bem 
"Many of them have joined us identify the 14 last month after Tuesday at the evacuation center. £ he aithor акы ambas Sardy, Rb 22, ae 
A DAY AFTER BEING BYPASSED and have returned to their units they recovered a list supposedly Іс was during communion at мас меты pee Minis. something big wa happenin ng 
for confirmation, Army chief Lt. .. They are now on our side. A containing the names of some of the 6 p.m. Mass, which was in- ж ropes Are iile t эмен i 
Сеп, Hermogenes Esperon dis- few of them are now restrained the plotters. tended for the dead and those Af). inistry of Foreign hardly left my 
Gen err das mitar had iden. | their quarters)" Esperon said Тһе 14 officers had supposedly зї missing, when survivors and fairs Sunday, February 23 
filed 14 junior officers involved at а news conference in Camp recruited abour 200 enlisted per. bereaved relatives started weep- DURING THE DAYS PRECED- When massive crowds were 
ina plot to oust President Maca- Aguinaldo yesterday. sonnel to panicipate in another ing as the choir sang the moving ing the defection of Defense reported converging on Camp 
pagal-Arroyo. Esperon did not identify the of- military uprising song "Tanging Yaman.” Minister Juan Ponce Enrileand Crame where Enrile and 
он etie officers, however, ficers, who held the ranks of cap- Esperon said the recruitshada Perthe account of Gawad Kalin. : Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Fidel Ramos were holed up, 1 
were released after they revealed tain, first lieutenant and second ESPERON/ A6 Ramos, 1 had taken to listening анан 
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WEATHER FORECAST Rick pe Seopa Lo pep eee E жн л 


FORECAST: Eastorn Luzon wil experience most cloudy ss with Teens Paty Cloudy Gotu. ud wi Rae 
seated renshowers, Visayas and Eastern Mindanao wil have las. Pay Сој Тваі loa wth Rans 
лозу cloudy sis with scared rainshowers and isolated Tun- "aee Foy Соз бе. Зена Сорла Rains 
derstrms The rest ol Ве country wii e partiy cloudy to cloudy topmay  PiyCmóy lambeongs Paty Cloudy 
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Magdalo denies alliance with Reds 


By Marlon Ramos ence with senior Communist Par- coup at the Oakwood Premiere poe “телш 
r^ Southern Luzon Bureau ty of the Philippines leaders ata Hotelin Makati in July 2003. 
кере ионы He claimed to have gone to 
q _ They said the capture of the Padre Garcia to pick up San Juan 
MILITARY CLAIMS OF AN ALLIANCE BETWEEN fugitive Magdalo leader inside after the fugitive phoned him on 
the renegade Magdalo group of soldiers and the what they said was a communist Monday night. 


f ү . hideout showed that the rebel He said San Juan was waiting 
communist rebels were simply far-fetched, aC- ез had formed an alliance for him "ara dirt road somewhere 


cording to the lawyer who was arrested with fugi- with the communists to topple in Padre Garcia” at around 5 a.m. 
tive Army 1st Lt. Lawrence San Juan in Batangas theAroyo administration, While negotiating the road to- 
Belmonte denied that he was wards Lipa City, Belmonte said 
the other day. an NPA member although he ad- they got lost. He said they found 
mitted that he used to belong to Guyal walking near a market and 
Jose Christopher Belmonte said black propaganda. They are try- the Alex Boncayao Brigade, the asked him for directions. 
the military claim that the recap- ing to pit the Left against the gov- urban-based liquidation squad of Belmonte said they invited Guyal 
tured Magdalo leader had met with ernment which should not be the rhe CPP în the late 1980s. to ride with them after the latter 
leaders of the communist New Peo- case,” Belmonte said shortly be- He said he joined the NPA at the told them that he was going to Lipa. 
ples Army shortly before their ar- fore his release yesterday. height of the movement against the “But after I tumed right on a near- 
Test was а case of “Red-baiting” to Judge Myla Olan of the Padre late dictator Ferdinand Marcos. by comer, there was the checkpoint 
discredit the rebel soldiers. Garcia municipal court ordered the “Tm not an NPA ... [was just a_and we were arrested," he said. 
Thastatement sent to the INquR- release of Belmonte and Albert lawyer doing his duty to his  Guyal said he was just helping 
за yesterday, the Magdalo group Guyal after their lawyerpostedbail. client. I admit (being an NPA in Belmonte find his way out of 
said the alleged Magdalo-Commu- The two were charged with vi- the) past and I'm proud of my Padre Garcia 
nist Party of the Philippines tie-up olation of Presidential Decree background,” he said. He admitted that he was not a 
was mere government “propagan- 1829, for harboring a criminal, He also said he considered Аг. resident of the town and had 
da" to divert the publics attention after they were arrested with San turo Tabara, a leader of a break- gone there to look for a job. 
away from President Macapagal- Juan on board a van ata check- away faction of the CPR “a father, Military officials yesterday 
Arroyo's alleged “high crime.” point in Barangay San Felipe, abrotherandaclosefriend.” "condemned the alleged Magdalo 
Air Force Capt. Segundino Orf- Padre Garcia early Tuesday. He argued that his affiliation with alliance with the communists as 
ano Je, who signed the statement, San Juan was one of four Mag- е “Rejectionist” faction of the CPP an act of treason and an insult to 
Said he and the Magdalo members dalo leaders who escaped from would made it impossible for himto the country's soldiery. 
continued to believe in democracy, detention in Fort Bonifacio on align himself with current “Reaffir- — "This is an insult to our fallen 
which was why they were against Jan. 17 while on trial for the Oak- mist" mainstream of the party. comrades... By law this is treason 
Ms Arroyo who, he said, had "bas- wood mutiny of July 2003. Belmonte asonoftheyounger against the republic as they are FREE ON BAIL. Police release lawyer Jose Christopher Belmonte. 
tardized" the country’s democratic Military and police authorities brother of Quezon City Mayor Fe- now sleeping with the enemy" (center) after he posted bail of P12,000 at the Municipal Trial Court in 
[ris with her alleged rigging claimed that Belmonte and Guyal liciano Belmonte, is part of the said Army chief Lt. Gen. Hermo- Padre Garcia, Batangas, yesterday. Belmonte, who was arrested 
EE ofthe 2004 elections. Were active NPA members who defense team of the Magdalo sol- genes Esperon. With Nikko Di- along with renegade Lt. Lawrence San Juan last Monday faces a 
vt^ “This is a Cold War mentality, were with San Juan in а confer- diers who launched the failed zon and Christine Avendaño charge of harboring awanted person. MARON MAMOSPOISOUTHEAN LUZON 


PSG tightens security around Palace Jaworski files graft 
By Cristina. Am Me tom sion ст ten eme "ied cot ГАрЅ VS Pasig mayor 


THE PRESIDENTIAL SECURITY compound with bomb sniffing dogs. Ermita also said authorities had ал Michael Defensor had blamed the 
Group has tightened security Executive Secretary Eduardo idea who were behind the group. — explosion on the chemical reac- 
around Malacafiang after it was Ermita asked forcooperation and "We have an idea... but its not tion between lacquer thinner and By Nelson F Flores Government Code). 
rocked by an explosion on Mon- understanding for the inconve- for me to say who they are be- alit object inside a trash bin. and Norman Bordadora Eusebio has denied the charges 
day triggering fresh rumors of a nience. “We dont want to be cause that’s another story” Ermi- Ermita said he did not have and threatened to file a libel suit 
power grab against the Arroyo caught offguard,” he said. tasaid. any idea ifthe NBIwastestingthe ВЕР ROBERT "DODOT" JA- against Jaworski 
administration. Ermita said the Palace was tak- "Somebody" wrote, something debris collected by the PSG. worski Ji yesterday filed graft "Why the drug compound was 
Sines Monday's explosion in ing seriouslyrumors of new coup about Operation Hacke and Asked to comment on reports amd other charges against Pasig able ro operate within a distance 
front of the Radio Television attempts. that’s one of the reasons why we that Mondays explosion had City Mayor Vicente Eusebio for which is literally а stone's throw 
Malicaang office, the PSG has "Were not discounting anything. think we have an idea who might been “stage-managed” by the his failure to prevent the estab- away from City Hal is ШОНО 
deployed additional personnel to Мете not taking anything for grant- be involved.” Palace to preempt yesterday's lishment and operation ofa com- able. Itisaclear indication that (Eu- 
dB gares of the Palace as ей” he said, adding that security Не said the authorities were huge protestralliesincommemo- plex of drug dens in the city and зеб) has been grossly deficient 
well as the gate to Mabini and around Malacahang would be tight- able to get hold of the plans, in- ration of the 20th anniversary of his allegedly whimsical decision and remiss in his diries se meyo of 
Kalayaan halls. ened "for as long as it takes. cluding the telephone numbers, People Power I, Ermita said: to demolish the compound after Pasig City” Jaworski's affidavit said. 
The heightened security has A group calling itselfthe Young the residences and the cell num- "They can think what they can police raided the “shabu” haven. He asked the Ombudsman to 
made entering the Palace a long Officers’ Union New Generation bers of those involved inthe plot. think" Jaworski, who represents the place Eusebio under preventive 
and tedious experience, as PSG (YOUNG) had claimed responsi- Ermita said the Palace was still — “I can tell you there is no such city in the House of Representa- suspension for six months “to pre- 
personnel scrutinize vehicles and bility for Mondays blast. It waiting for the National Bureau thing as stage-managed inci tives, said in his complaint to the vent him from doing more dam- 
the belongings of passengers. claimed to have planted more of Investigation to hand in its fi- dents," he said. Ombudsman that Eusebio "com- age" to the police's case against 
mitted unreasonable and unfair the suspected drug den operators. 
Cebu acts and omissions, in an arbi. "Тһе motive of the mayor, in 


trary and whimsical manner” ordering the destruction of evi- 
SIA ATIONAL AUCTIONEERS, INC. сар ie deoyed the shabu ar. dence Hs gross deficiency în the 
9 ifi cade five days after it was raided performance of his functions, and 
Your Best Source of Quality Machines in Asia Pacific tbypoliceandantidrag agents. з arrogance by which he exer- 
à He said the mayor's action cises his power, are only known to 
to test gut ешш of evi him Sworn si 
n i | dence against more than 300 Jaworksi attached to his com- 
FU 9 & quinment о | people arrested during the Feb. plaint a leter from Director Marcelo 


i 10 raid in the compound in Ele Jr of the PNPs Anti-Illegal Drugs 

Wen sumensyerecsor | 4-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION | Мааз Seren tee reborn Medis Gere 
Hi-way, Subic Bay Freeport 4-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION. E ‘Jaworski specifically accused Ombudsman Merceditas Gutierrez 
Zone, Philippines CEBU PACIFIC AIR. Eusebio of violating Republic Act and Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez 

Н m the country’s secon, No. 3019 (Anti-Graftand Corrupt lamenting Eusebio's decision to de- 
LU EE FEB, 22,23, 24 & 25,2000 er ан maet Te euer 
Leiden 252494 - (63:40) 252-441 , , , agreed to use the Ni- (Code of Ethics for Public Offi- said the complex should have been 


(Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday) noy Aquino Inema. cials) and ВА? No. 160 (Local preserved to protect the evidence. 
e Sale Starts at 8:00 a.m. tional Airport Termi- 


DON'T MISS THE BIGGEST wv me Fernando, Eusebio added 
€ escis to Wowowee liability list 


Manila International 
Airport Authority an- 
VR ORIX METRO Loire à ames Cop pounced yesterday. By Armand N. Nocum of National Investigation. 
CIEL ‘Airport officials gave. "The panel finds that there is a 
| 109 EXCAVATORS ] аш 52- WHEEL LOADERS] Cebu Pacific execu- A SPECIAL DEPARTMENT OF need for the NBI to conduct fur- 
к qe tives, led by its pres. Justice panel has added Metro ther investigation on those рег. 
Tm dent and chief execu. Manila Development Authority sons who may be held, criminally 
fs a п tive officer Lance Keener zs Pasig Een M Bons 
^ f ы e E " Gokongwei, a walk City Mayor Vicente Eusebio toan for the Ultra incident... the re- 
f See A houghaNaasei. expanded lit of more than wo ротай о Ane CaN and 
DES week io ed dozen people who may be crimi- The report said ABS-CBN an 
the terminals systems nally and administratively liable Wowowee game show officials 
and facilities, the Miaa for the “Wowowee” stampede who may be held liable for the 
said in a statement. that killed 71 people on Feb.4, stampede included Rene, Luspo, 
“According to Miaa, The four-member panel led by vice president and head of securi- 
Гис " the ocular inspec. Senior State Prosecutor Joselita ty; Morly Nueva, executive pro- 
4 [à d D Чоп was in prepara. de Claro-Mendoza said others ducer-manager; Marilou Al 
al, pe si E tion for the planned who could be prosecuted for the maden, production manager and 
des I technical run and stampede included Philippine business unit head; Harold James 
Pr oa rolling operation of Sports Commission Chair Nueva, associate producer; Rey 
^t Naia ‘Terminal 3 at William Ramirez, "Wowowee D.G. Cayabyab, associate loca- 
the end of the first hosts,” police officials, security tion manager; Mel Feliciano and 
‘ Н quarter of 2006 if personneland barangay officials. other staff members; and а 
и there will be no legal Although it made а reference Wowowee location manager 
impediments.” to “Wowowee hosts among whose identity had yet to be as- 
O AVAILABLE EOC: s n Trdid not givea pre- those liable for prosecution, фе certained. 
cst date co qiue panel did not specifically cite — On the part of the Pasig police, 
fowlong Cebu Pociies Willie Revillame, the noontime those recommended for investi 
tex world last before show's main host, anywhere in its gation were Sr. Supt. Raul Medi- 
the terminal is opened 38-page report. па, chief of Pasig City police; St. 
to other airlines Miaa Тһе panel said the report sub- Insp. Henry Asuela, precinct com- 
Said last month that it mitted by Task Force Ultra head- mander; Insp. Khadaffy Biton, 
was rushing the instal- cd by Interior Undersecretary chief traffic and parking manage- 
ladon of various facili. Marius Corpus was not sufficient ment office, and police personnel 
tes and aiming for a ground for a criminal preliminary deployed at ће Pilsports Arena 
intiauctioneers.comey алар by March 31 investigation. И turned over its (formerly Ultra) at the time of the 
Eintkauctionse 5 55 aio Dem eem report to the Bureau stampede. 
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CBCP backs repeal 
of death penalty Need a housing or business loan 2 


By Leila B. Salaverria sentative, in a statement. 

Pr Silvino Borres J 
THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS CON- president, said the President's de- 
ference of the Philippines yester- cision befits a nation that believes 
day praised President Macapa- in God and is a modern civilized 


gal Arroyo's assertion she would state А 
Work for the scrapping of the “In seeking the abolition of cap- e ce your interest rate 
death penalty law. ital punishment, the President is 
The CBCPs Episcopal Commis- declaring that in pursuing justice = m 
sion on Prison Pastoral Care (ECP- опе need not yield to vengeance EE En Ба 
PC) said inastatementit"receives and barbarism,” Borres to as low as ul 9 T a 
with enthusiasm" the President's Some senators, however, met Bats UNE 
stand on capital punishment. President Arroyo's announcement 
"We laud the signaled decision. with skepticism. 
It seems that we have finally re- Administration Sen. Manny Vil- 
gained our senses, for we have lar had expected the President to 


Abolished the death penalty law issue such a statement. 

Mee edam d ud oTo each hom mote Min Chinatrust 

make our country one of the few (аб for her own benefit. What- 

that still adopt{s} the execution of ever happens, there'll be no death HB B 

life as an ultimate punishment,” penalty,” he told reporters. "Even- ВЕ id 


Puerto Princesa Bishop Pedro Ari- tually she wont be affected by it." 38 mE 
go, ECPPC chair, said. Sen. Rodolfo Biazon said he KORTE RGE 
The Death Penalty Law was couldn't believe anything Ms Ar- EU а 
abolished in 1987 but was revived royo said after she ran for Presi- » 
in 1993. In 1996, it was amended dent in 2004 when she had de- 
to make lethal injection the form  clared on Dec. 30, 2002, that she 
of execution. was not going to run. 
Her decision to push for repeal “Whatever she's saying, what- 
of the law, Ms Arroyo said, was ever she's doing is subject to 
based on her Catholic beliefS and scrutiny because of the track 
not on her desire to get on the record of changing her mind,” he 
good side ofthe Catholic bishops. — said 
Joining the CBCP in welcoming Both men, however, said they 
the Presidents announcement would support a bill repealing the 
мете the Intemational Commis- death penalty 
sion on Prison Pastoral Care (IC Addressing the Foreign Corre- 
СРРС) and the Coalition Against spondents Association of the 
Death Penalty (CADO) Philippines on Tuesday, the Presi- 
“The ICCPPC firmly believes dent said she was in favor of re- 
in the capacity of the human be- _pealing the death penalty law and 
ing to transform and reform its would certify as urgent any bill 
behavior,” said Rodolfo Dia- that would be filed geared toward 
mante, its Asia-Oceania repre- this With TJ Burgonio 


FRIENDS NOW? 

Sen. Manny Villar paid a surprise visit on former President Joseph 
Estrada at the latter’s detention estate in Tanay, Rizal, on Monday. It 
was Villar who railroaded the impeachment complaint against 
Estrada through the House of Representatives in 2000, which 
sparked the events that eventually led to Estrada's ouster. 


Misuari 


ШЕЯ Get A Flat Tumm 


JAILED MORO LEA. 


der Nur Misuari and ( 
his spiritual adviser, 
who ishisco-accused E e 


on rebellion charges, 
will be free for 10 
more days after a ; : È 
Hs Gy сш Мо diet. Мо exercise. No diet pills. No surgery. 
extension of their Get rid of the bulges in your midsection. Our tummy flattening program is proven 
з оша to effectively melt away stubborn fat and help-you lose inches on your waistline 
In an order issued 1njust2 weeks, everyone will see the amazing difference. 
Tuesday айетооп, 
Makati Regional Trial 
Cout Judge Sixto 
Marella Jr. of Branch 
138 approved Mis- 
warls extended hospi- 
tal stay, which was sup- 
posed to end yesterday. 
Misuari, former 
governor of the Au- 
tonomous Region in У FIMY to'iatch vew bikir 
Muslim Mindanao Have a FLAT, SEXY TUMMY to'match your new biki 
(ARMM), and Ustadz. You'll love it —so will he. 
Abuharis Usman 
could thus stay at St. 
Luke's Medical Cen- 


lach Thee Call 894-BODY (2639) 


confinement began 
on Jan. 28. 
‘The judge had ear- 
lier granted Misuari's 
appeal for a reinves- 
tigation of the rebel- 
lion charges filed 
against him and sev. 
en others for their al- 
leged role in the 
2001 Jolo uprising 
"where some 100 pe L| 
ple were killed. Tar- 
ra V Quismundo МАКАТ! . ORTIGAS ТОМА 


see --- 
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Imelda pops up in Guinsaugon, upstag 


By Jani Arnaiz Ferdinand Marcos walked фе ко take off, Imelda pushed her way ат sorry my visit was delayed be- 
PDI Visayas Bureau 400-by-400-meter stretch from past local officials and mud-splat- cause I was supposed to go to 
the designated parking area at (егей rescue workers to speak with Hong Kong for medical help. But 
GUINSAUGON, ST. BERNARD, е national highway to the com- her, Agence France-Press reported. when I saw this [on TV], I post- 
Southern Leyte—Trust Imelda mand center of the search-and- The pilot had to reduce the ro- ролей and canceled it,” she said. 
Marcos to be her “Imeldific” self rescue operations. tor speed as Imelda briefly talked She also said that while she 
even in the direst of situations. ‘The President arrived on board with the President before thelat- had her own problem, “it is noth- 

The former first lady yesterday a helicopter at 10:45 a.m. ter departed. Their words could ing compared with the people's 
tookeveryone by surprise when she The reception for her included not be heard, AFP reported problem.” 
showed ир at the Guinsaugon com- a welcome ceremony with Filipino ы “Lam here for them first. Leyteños 
mendcenerataround 11:40am. and American soldiers and foreign Contrasting outfits ‘before Imelda,” she added. 

‘She was accompanied by anen- rescue volunteers lined up to Even the way the two women _Imelda said she wanted to see 
tourage of eight, including one “meet” her. There was also a brief- were dressed was a study in con- the extent of the devastation so 
who held an umbrella aloft, shield- іл, as well as a meeting between  trasts. she would be armed with first- 
ing her from the scorching sun. her and some of the survivors. ‘The President wore a simple hand knowledge when she went 

Imelda, a native of neighbor- But local officials and those in blue pantsuit. about asking for donations. 
ing Leyte province, arrived justas charge of the rescue efforts large- Imelda, lookinglikeshe wason She would not say what kind of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo was ly ignored Imelda and her arty. her way to a soiree, wasattired in help she intended to bring to 
preparing to leave the area. The President met with sur- black slacks and a Filipiniana-in- Guinsaugon, but said she believed 

There were many contrasts іп vivors, rescue workers and Gov. spired black top with blue prints her friends would support her. 
the visit of the two women. And Rosette Lerias for about one hour оп the shoulder. “My support is small in com- 
the ironies were not lost on those for an update on the massive in- Imelda said she came to Guin- parison, but you can be sure TIl be 
present. ternational rescue operation. saugon to express her sympathy there for whatever is needed,” 

The widow of the strongman But as her helicopter was about to the victims of the landslide. 1 she said, adding: 


Chicken revives flagging spirits; 15 bodies 


From page At where more than 200 pupils and _ ‘Thespot is now marked witha seismic sensors were picking up 
teachers were believed tohave been Вар to guide rescuers. "rhythmic patterns" from under- 

meters deep, had cracked into a buried alive in the avalanche of Не said the textbooks found in- neath the muck. 
structure, or what was eft ofit,in mud and boulders on Feb. 17. side were “religious” in nature, in- Вих these were not enough to 
the ravaged barangay. Ramos said the structure was dicating that they belonged, not in suggest the presence of human 

But Ramos said that in all likeli- im a relatively “shallow” portion a school, but to a family of Iglesia activity he said. 
hood, the structure was not part of ofthe tragedy site, quite far from пі Cristo followers. Fifteen bodies were dug up yes- 
the Guinsaugon Elementary School, where the school once stood. As of yesterday, Ramos said, terday bringing to 111 the number 


Ba 


SAN 


b d TOME 
"УФФ LOVE whet your NISSAN dealers got for ou this month! Sensational deals on value packed Sentra styles and 2004 SUV of the year X-TRAILS. 
а Mee сопивй tne јара: обе epa VAT and come vp with our own Valentine to you Fal i ov во NISSAN Het SY: 


ебат | 815000 


TTA eee 
NISSAN 


Mantrade Development Corp. Nissan Gallery Ortigas Nissan Westgate Alabang 
843-331610 23 € 512-7101 / 7743/7752 616-5888 9 Fox 639-2043 712-1628 1030 9 176-0249 9 Fx 7721877 


Nissan Manila Inc! Nissan North EDSA Balintawak Nissan Southwoo 
NISSAN MOTOR 59399 4 251-9088 loco oa 3306331: 301-0905 0455-8800. (048) 430-1683 5 (046) 241-3040 + 600-2400 


Nissan UN, Ave. Manlia Nissan Commonwealth Royce Motors 
PHILIPPINES INC. 4001020121771 1632 % 4042809 922-0428 $ 932-4001 © Fax 931-8007 - Cabanaivon 1044) 409-3958 + 000.5810 
Pampanga: (045) 961-7773 1 7774 
Nissan Gallery Quezon Avo. — Nissen Shaw Center 5570502 (079)682-570! 16707. 
Newwoniasan.com.goh. 731-0306 711-6486 Ф Fax. 740-3000 72276767778 Тыдодагао (078) 844-2628 Ф 840-2523 


“Leytenos are very lucky be- 
cause everyone is here. The Presi- 
dentis here. Many countries in the 
‘Asean are here. Everybody is com- 
ing to give their support The 
show of support is very touching,” 
When asked to comment on Ms 
Arroyo's visit, Imelda said: "She 
has been active not only here. 
"Things like this, a natural disaster, T 
really have to give it to her because 
she is always there when needed.” 
Imelda said her group had trav- 
eled by land from Tacloban City. 
She said it took them sixand-a- 
half hours to reach Guinsaugon. 
“The last time I was here was 
[in the 1970s during] the inaugu- 
ration of the Maharlika Highway, 
which was the project of the Pres- 
ident [Marcos]," she said. 
“Seeing it now and the disaster 
that has destroyed it makes me sad. 
But know that with the help of ev- 
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es Gloria 


erybody all Filipinos united for all, 
we will prevail,” she said. 

Shortly before she left for Guin- 
saugon—her first time to visit the 
site of the tragedy—Ms Arroyo re- 
ceived a total of P14 million in do- 
nations for the landslide victims. 

Thai Ambassador Asha Dvi- 
tiyananda tumed over а check 
worth P5 million, and the Korean 
construction firm Han Jin Heavy 
Industries and Construction Co. 
Industries, represented by its di- 
rector and general manager, Jong 
Sup Shim, and Rep. Мопісо 
Puentevella, a check of P8 million. 

The Metrobank Foundation, 
represented by its executive vice 
president and executive director, 
Aniceto Sobrepena, also handed 
to the President a check worth P1 
million. With reports from Nikko 
Dizon, Luige A. del Puerto and 
Gil Cabacungan Jr. in Manila 


dug up yesterday 


of fatalities so far, and 11 body parts. 

On Tuesday some rescuers 
were quoted as saying that it was 
time to concede that there were 
то more human survivors. 

Abdul Asis Ahmad, head of the 
67-member Malaysian team, yester- 
day said a person buried under mud 
normally lived up to 10 days at most. 

The time frame in the case of 
che Guinsaugon tragedy might be. 
суеп less given the intensity of 
the landslide, he said. 

“But we will still continue the 
mission until the Philippines halts 
the operation,” he told reporters. 

Southern Leyte Gov. Rosette 
Lerias yesterday said she was not 
calling off search-and-rescue op- 
erations to focus on search and 
retrieval 

Capt. Burrell Parmer, spokesper- 
son for the US rescue contingent, 
said the governor had the final say 
оп the course of the operations. 

Lerias told the INQUIRER at 
around 4 p.m. yesterday that she 
would decide based on the rec- 
commendation of “skilled res- 
cuers” on the ground. 

“If they say it's a go, it's a go," 
she said, noting that this was the 
recommendation when she met 
with а team of experts from the 
United States, Malaysia, the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines and Ate- 
neo Tuesday night. 

“Life is too precious," she said. 
“Whether we find life or not, its 
in God's hands.” 

The INQUIRER saw at least eight 
body bags being carried one by one 
by US soldiers from the digging site 
toan area across the Lawigan River. 

Picking up on the governors 
optimism, American rescuers 
rented a two-ton drill capable of 
digging 180 feet. Parmer said the 
equipment was secured from a 
private firm in Manila, 

Rescuers yesterday had yet to 
breach the 30-meter depth be- 
lieved to be an approximation of 
the volume of mud and boulders 
that covered Guinsaugon. 

Parmer said the Accer Rotary 
Rig skid-mounted drill would 
speed up the operation because it 


also had a mud pump. 

The Americans also brought in 
fresh legs to join the rescue oper- 
ation involving Philippine au- 
thorities and teams from Taiwan, 
Malaysia and Spain. 

Parmer said the Gulf Company, 
which had been on site since Satur- 
day, had been replaced by another 
group of around 200 soldiers from 
the USS Essex docked nearby. 

“We are working extremely 
hard. We hope to see the possibil- 
ity of any life we can recover,” 
said Gen. Martin Robeson, com- 
mander of the 3rd US Marine Ex- 
peditionary Force based in Oki- 
nawa, Japan. 

“I believe there is still hope. We 
will continue to work just as hard 
today as we did on Day One. 
From the very beginning, we are 
taking the approach that we are 
going to work as if [the victims] 
are our family that are buried,” 
Robeson told reporters at the 
Marriott Hotel in Cebu City 

Robeson said they would go on 
searching for survivors "until the 
Philippine government says it is 
time to stop." 

“Аз long as the American Red 
Cross, USAID (United States 
Agency for International Devel- 
opment) and the Philippine gov- 
ernment say there is a need, we 
will stay to help," he added. 


Like family 

Although they had pinpointed 
the school’s location, Robeson 
said, they had not been successful 
in getting into it. 

Robeson recalled being over- 
whelmed by the devastation 
when he first set foot on Guin- 
saugon on Sunday. 

“My first thought was, What if 
this is my family?" said Robeson, 
who has four children and two 
grandchildren in the United States. 

"It is just overwhelming to see 
over 900 people missing and 
buried under the mudslide, But 
what it gave me was a deep com- 
mitment to put every ounce of e 
ergy we can to help in finding 
even one survivor,” he said. 


*Where's God? ... 


FrompageAl 


ga volunteer, a young man who had 
Jost most of the members of his fam- 
ily to the landslide shouted at the 
top of his voice in the native tongue: 
"I don't believe in God anymore. 
Why did He take away our loved 
ones, the old and the young?" 


Meaning in tragedy 
“The outburst triggered loud cries 
from those present, prompting the 
priest, Fr Conrado Saavedra, to sus- 
pend the Mass and allow everyone 
to release their rage and sorrow. 
"We sort of panicked because ev- 
eryone was crying. The sisters and 
most of the volunteers also started 
to cry" said the Gawad Kalinga vol- 
unter who asked not to be named. 
He said those present might have 
been touched earlier by the homily 
of Saavedra, parish priest of the 
nearby town of San Juan, who spoke 
of finding meaning in the tragedy. 
‘The Mass was celebrated at the 
‘evacuation center in the Christo Rey 
Regional High School in this town, 
where most of the Guinsaugon sur- 
vivors are being housed, 


Trauma 

Many survivors of Friday's 
killer mudslide are suffering from 
post-traumatic anxiety disorder, 
Social Welfare Secretary Esperan- 
za Cabral said yesterday in Cebu 
City, 

She said 20 social workers were 
providing psychosocial support 


apart from material support to 
those who had been injured or who 
Jost loved ones in the mudslide. 

“They are still apprehensive. 
They have a sense of fear that it 
might happen again, and we 
are trying to allay that fear 
We try to reassure them,” 
Cabral told the Inquire. 

Those seriously affected by the 
trauma would be referred by the so- 
cial workers to psychiatrists at the 
Department of Health, she said. 

Cabral said some of the victims 
were showing signs of their emo- 
tional burden, with a number of 
them shaking, unable to sleep, or 
afflicted by headaches 

Others keep crying because 
they remember their loved ones 
who died or are still missing, and 
orphaned children continue to 
look for their mothers, she said. 

"Those are natural stress reac- 
tions," Cabral said, 

But there is one thing they 
share in common, she said: "They 
all fear any movement of the 
ground." 

Cabral said her team would 
continue to provide help "as long 
as necessary" 

She said children were more 
difficult to treat because they 


retary Rolando Andaya Jr. and En- 
vironment Secretary Angelo Reyes 
мете in Cebu to take thelr oath of 
office at Malacafiang sa Sugbo. 
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FVR ridicules 
GMA ‘best 
person’ claim 


From page Al * 
marillo at the Glorietta in Makati City. 
Asked if he shared the President's opinion, 9% off al і f ares 
Ramos smiled and said wryly : "How do you o 
know she agrees with herself?" К 
Asked for her opinion on the matter, 
Aquino said, “No commen Q Singapore 
Ramos and Aquino, both key players in the 
1986 People Power, have avoided celebrating the e ҮМ 2, from Clark 
20th anniversary of the event with Ms Arroyo. e 


‘Aquino will attend the Microenterprise Stake- 
holders Conference today in Makati to celebrate > 
the event with her pet project—microfinancing. = v K 
Ramos declined an invitation from Mala- Var 5 z 
cafiang to attend the celebration except for the Deni syrma- ов. күлөт t-o1mero, Book Now! tigerairways.com 
traditional early-morning flag-rasing оп Feb. setae талаа ema t ane, ri Cre (20 en tcs ey emi! 0" rom sido uci mena er 
25 at the People Power Monument on Edsa. 
“| declined because the President is there. 
But on Feb. 25, I'll be there. Why will 1 be 
there? Because the President is not there,” 
Ramos said. 


Franchise 

Asked if Ms Arroyo was avoiding him and vice 
versa, Ramos said, “It’s not me that shes avoid- 
ing. She's avoiding some others. Pl be there on 
the 25th. Isn't she the one who wont be there?" 

їп a speech to the Foreign Correspondents 
Association of the Philippines Wednesday, Ms 
‘Arroyo sniped at the “people who parlayed their 
presence on Edsa a long time ago into a lifetime 
franchise of working against administrations 
whose leaders did not curtsy before them.” 

Asked if he felt alluded to, Ramos said, 
“The people of the Philippines hold the fran- 
chise for that.” 

‘Asked why the gains of Edsa I had not been 
sustained 20 years later, “That's not the fault 
of our people. That's the fault of our elected 
leaders." 


Muhammad Ali 

In the Senate, Minority Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr. described as boastful and outra- 
geous Ms Arroyo's claim that she was the best 
person to lead the country during the transi- 
tion toa parliamentary system. 

"Unlike Muhammad Ali who said he was 
the best heavyweight boxer in the world and 
proved it by his prowess in the ring, Gloria 
cannot prove even the legitimacy of her elec- 
tion in 2004," he said. 

Senate President Franklin Drilon said Ms 
Arroyo's “self-assessment” was not factual as 
shown by the results of Pulse Asia and Social 
‘Weather Stations surveys, which put her net 
public approval rating at negative 30. 

“Isn't it that in a private company, an em- 
ployee's self-assessment is submitted to the 
supervisor. Here, the supervisor is the public 
and 1 think the rater and the ratee do not 
agree,” Drilon said. 


Restiveness in military 

Pimentel pointed out that the last quarterly 
survey of the SWS showed that a majority of 
the respondents wanted her to resign. 

“If Ms Arroyo believes that she is the best 
person to lead the country, why is her admin- 
istration mired in all kinds of scandals that 
have alienated the citizens and undermined 
the confidence of investors,” Pimentel said. 

"Why is she blocking congressional investi- 
gation of these scandals and anomalies?” 

‘And ifthe President were doing well on her job, 
Pimentel asked why "there is so much restiveness 
in the military while the communist insurgency is 
‘becoming a more serious problem.” 


Praising herself 

In the House of Representatives, Minority 
Leader Francis Escudero said he pitied Ms Ar- 
Toyo. 

"Since nobody is saying it she decided to 
praise herself instead. It’s not only pathetic, 
ies downright "hard sell," said Escudero who 
had led a failed impeachment drive against 
Ms Arroyo last year. 

House Deputy Minority Leader Alan Peter 
Cayetano, another impeachment proponent, 
said the President was the “worse person to 
lead this nation.” 

“Who is she tying to convinee—the people of i i 
Piers diese irt ett Want a free trip? With a Mabuhay Miles Visa, 

The lawmaker said destroying democratic you can earn Miles on everything you buy - including rice. 
institutions, throwing out transparency and 
et ааа ae Still don't have one? Just call 885-7590 to 93 or visit www.hsbe.com.ph to apply. 
famy" It's free for the first year – so act now. Ikaw rin...sayang ang Miles! 

“Ironically, Edsa and П were about a moral 
revolution, hope, love and good government, 
while President Arroyos administration is A fia. sees 
bout despair, hate, cheating, lying and steal rns e SR] © email 
ing," he said. reports from Philip C. jl ў With 4 
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Power groups act to end political crisis NE 


"From page Al of constitutional reform," said year, despite widespread appeals about what was discussed. ing that engulfed thedictatorship. оп the political crisis, Charter 
Тїр тееп took place amid Abad. “Businessmen should be fora fill presidental accounting. — "Idonotknowlwasjustinvit Abad said the MBC leaders chatge and electoral reforms. 
re meeting took place ated heard in this issue, they should The “Hello Garci” controversy ed toattend the meeting," he told lamented that the things the Арай said the guest ist includ- 
factions in the Armed Forces of havea visible presence.” was among the issues discussed СМА. country fought for 20 years ago ed some of his Hyatt 10 col- 
the Philippines organizing fresh Abad was a member of the Hy- atthe meeting. Abad said MBC chair Ricardo with Edsa People Power—specifi- leagues—former Finance Secre- 
aie atotrpearPresdentMacapa- att 10 group of Cabinet and other “Makakabuti para sa lahat sa Romulo presided over the meer cally tuth, freedom, democracy tary Cesar Purisima, former 
Bet sroyo, {Story on thispage) high officials who resigned in Ju- ain kung malaman natin ang ka- ing at the Peninsula Hotel which and honest government were ‘Trade Secretary Juan Santos and 

E Wistyearbecauseoflossofcon- totohanan, hindi para lang за at- focused on Charter change, elec- the same things the country was government peace panel chiefne- 
Business role fidence in the President. ing mamamayan, kundi para rin toral reforms and the political cri- still looking for today. gotiator Teresita Deles. 

It also coincided with the20th oa sa pangulo natin (It would be sis triggered by questions on the Malacafiang, however, was un- Aside from Zobel, Abad said 
anniversary of the 1986 “People ‘Hello Garci’ discussed good for all ifwe knew the truth, legitimacy of the Arroyo presi- perturbed bythe MBC meeting. other prominent businessmen at 
Power’ revolt which ended Ferdi- Their resignations were trig- notjust forthe people but alsofor dency. "We heard about the meeting a the meeting were former Finance 
nand Marcos’ 20-year rule. gered by the “Hello Garci” wire- our President),” Aquino said on few days ago and we think they Secretary Ramon del Rosario, for- 

"Abad said Velarde would have tap scandal centered on Ms Ar- СМА television. Palace unperturbed are just trying to assess the situa- mer Finance Secretary Roberto 
been joined at the meeting by royo's phone conversations with " He said the guests felt that it tion in the country" said Execu- de Ocampo, former Finance Sec- 
Cardinal Ricardo Vidal but the former Election Commissioner Notaword from Bro. Mike would be unfortunate if the coun- буе Secretary Eduardo Ermita. retary Jesus Estanislao, former 
Catholic Church leader begged Virgilio Garcillano allegedly in- МВС Executive Director try walked the same path it did 20 SA Finance Secretary Jose T. Pardo 
Gif because he was tied up in Ce- volving a conspiracy to rig there- Guillermo Luz said: “We believe years ago, when a military faction Just the beginning and banker Cesar Buenaventura. 
bu. sults of the 2004 presidential in the search for that truth. We led by then Defense Minister Juan Abad said that this was just the “There were other personalities 

“The MBC wanted business- election. believe everybody has a right to Ponce Enrile and Vice Chief of first of a series of meetings that invited but they were busy for the 
rmentagermoreinvolved апа пое Up to now, Ms Arroyo has re- that truth and should seek the Staff Gen. Fidel Ramos broke the MBC planned ro holdin order Edsa celebrations,” Abad said. 
leave the resolution of the crisis fused to identify the election offi- truth." away from Ferdinand Marcos and to ensure that the business com- Тһе group held no press con- 
to politicians alone even in areas cial she said she talked with last ‘Velarde breathed not a word triggered a Church-backed upris- munity had a voice inthe debates ference after the meeting. 


Esperon says 14 plotters squealed, hints Gringo suspect 


From page Al Esperon said junior officers con- uncovered in Decemberwhenthe Asked if Honasan was under charges would be filed against are, they should have soe the 
rem handshake and underwent tinued to plotagainst the Comman- military seized a document titled surveillance, Esperon replied, ASI him once enough evidence had problem by now. They should have 
Suus mickingtheirforefmgers der in Chief after the failed Oak- “The Last Revolution,” which he saidwearegatheringewidence” been gathered, picked up and arrested the real peo- 
fo draw blood and mixing it with wood mutiny of July 27,2003. зај “outlines the bases of opera- p. orti А “Before, you built up evidence ple who should be picked up, not 
red wine їп а glass. Adogtagwas ,, à tions of these destabilizers to- Diverting attention to warrant a conclusion. Now, the imagined one,” he said. 
dipped in the mix before being ‘Oplan Hackle’ ‘ward the establishment ofa revo- Honasan yesterday denied in- you form a conclusion and build £ 
given to the new member. He said the officers “confessed lutionary government that will volvement in “Oplan Hackle,” saying up evidence to support the con- Never written down 
Tenia hishowedoffsome participation and confessed at- work in what they called a Na- the miitary was just tying to divert clusion," he said. Robles also laughed off reports 
of the dog tags that he said had tending conferences since De- tional Recovery Program (NRP).” the publics attention away from the that the name of Honasan was on 
been tumed over by officers who cember 2003 and many more controversies that grew out of he The real enemy a document left behind by 1st Lt. 
had backed out ofthe group. Heal- conferences in 2004 and 2005 in Honasan “Hello Garci” election fraud scandal. Commodore Rex Robles (ret.), Lawrence San Juan when he es- 
had backed out ofrhe group dc. Makati hotels talking about reor- Curiously “The Last Revolution" "Табе the tendency now. Ev- former propagandist of the e- caped from his detention cell last 
Many of the members backed ganizing the Magdalo and going was one of the documents captured eryone seems bent not on calm- form the AFP Movement (RAM), month. San Juan was captured 
„out after learning that some of into Oplan Hackle.” Eom the Oakwood mutineers in ing the situation but covering his said Esperon's statement linking Monday morning in Batangas. 
the coup leaders were forging an He said the military discovered 2003. The NRP meanwhile wasa tracks, throwing up a smoke- Honasan to an alleged coup plot “If San Juan had a list, that 
alliance with communist guerril- that a “final coordinating conference development blueprint authoredby sereen. Magic is in vogue,” showed that the AFP "does not means he planned and organized 
fas to topple Ms Arroyo, Esperon ofOplan Hackle" washeldon len. 14 former Sen. Gregorio Honasan, Honasan, who was a principal kno its real enemy.” the whole thing by himself, and 
said. in а hotel in Makati that was sup- who was linked to the mutiny- player in the 1986 EdsalRevolt. “Its like entering а dark room then conveniently left the docu- 
us “Arroyo, who succeeded posed to befollowed by themasses- Honasan was charged with coup Не said there was по such without flashlight. They think they mentin his locker?" Robles said. 
ousted President Joseph Estrada cape of detained Magdalo mutineers. d'etat before the Deparment of Jus- thing as “Operation Hackle.” have enemies there, so they swing Retired Chief Supt. Vic Batac, 
оцей eee peaplegower're — ButonlylasweekEsperondis- tcebutthecasehasnorprogresed. “I may be old but cannot bean their (cub) at wil” Robles aid. who had been described asa “srare- 
volt in January 2001, survived an missed “Oplan Hackle” аз amere Esperon hinted that Honasan elder .. . I refuse to be an elder I Не said it was also “conve- gist” in the series of coup attempts 
impeachment bid in September, “psy-war propaganda” by rebel was again suspected of being be- think whoever is behind this... nient” to link Honasan because against the Aquino administration, 
when her allies in the House of soldiers. hind Oplan Hackle. “Well, we are they are doing this to confuse theis- "no explanation is required.” said coup plots were never “written 
Representatives used technical. Esperon described “Oplan stil gathering evidence. We do not sue of poverty, social injustice, polit- “Ifyou mention Honasan, isnot іп black and white as oplans.” 
ity to block complaints of alleged Hackle” as a plot to take over the ‘want to try people here by publicity. ical unity, livelihood,” Honasan told just Honasan, but also coup ploner, “Ме used codes, but not that 
Yide corruption and voterig- government through ajunta, Ме are gathering evidence so that reportersin Club Fiipino yesterday бешш" Robles said. way" Batac said. “It’s the wrong, 
ging. Че said “Оран Hack" was wecouldfilethecharges;"hessid. Не also scored reports that “If they know who the enemies badly written script” 


Archbishop Rosales, one of 15 new cardinals 


| From page Al new popeand helping the current is important to the Pontiff. his school, St. Bridget’s Academy Ніз first stint as a parish priest parishioners at the Department of 
Mass at the Manila Cathedral. Pope govern the flock. Cardinals Benedict also promoted Pope in Batangas City. was in Banaybanay, Lipa, from Energy and Natural Resources of- 
Rosales, 73, was one of 15 new аге addressed as “eminence.” John Paul Is longtime private “When I grow up, I will serve 1970 to 1972. He then returned fice in Manila and fasted for three 
cardinals announced by the Vatican. Benedict read aloud thenames secretary, Krakow Archbishop God by being faithful to Him. Iwill to Batangas City to serve as days to protest the destruction of 
Franco congratulated Rosales, during his weekly general audi- Stanislaw Dziwisz. say Mass every day and wil make parish priest of the Immaculate Bukidnon’s forests. 
Љо received a round of applause. ence and said they would be ele- In addition, he named the the sinners good,” he said. "The Conception Parish until 1974. More than a decade later, on 
БЫ isa sign of renewal on vated during a ceremony at the archbishop of Boston, Sean spreadingofour Catholicfaithismy He есте а bishop on Oct. March 18, 1993, Rosales was in- 
the part of the Holy Father, onthe Vatican on March 24. O'Malley who was brought in by primary dutysolwillbeready odo 28, 1974. He was later installed stalled as the first Batangueño 
part of the Universal Church, and John Pauitoclean upthearchdio- thebestIcanforourdearLord.” Auxiliary Bishop of Manila to archbishop of Lipa 
the Church of the Philippines" !2under 80 сезе following the sex abuse  Sevenyearslater,he entered the then Archbishop Sin. Rosales was Rosales is a full-blooded 
said Franco. Twelve of the 15 men are un- scandal that forced the resigna- San Jose Seminary in Manila, de- also appointed parish priest of Batangueño. He was born on Aug. 
Rosales is the sixth Filipino to der the age of 80, and thus eligi- tion of Cardinal Bernard Law. spite his lawyer-father's wish that Antipolo and director of the Na- 10, 1932, the Feast of San Lorenzo, 
become a prince of the Church ble to vote in a conclave to select o., Tetakeupeither medicine orlaw, tional Shrine of Our Lady of Peace to Batangas City natives Godofre- 
and the third still living. The two Benedict's successor. Sin’s successor ‘On March 23, 1958, 11 years af and Good Voyage. do and Remedios Rosales. He is the 
others are Cebu Archbishop Ricar- Among the new cardinals is Hong. Rosales succeeded Jaime Car- ter entering the seminary, Rosales In 1980, Sin assigned him to third of seven. children. 
do Cardinal Vidal and Emeritus of Kong Bishop Joseph Zen and Mon- dinal Sin as archbishop of Manila was ordained at the Basilica of the the San Carlos Major Seminary in Prior to entering the seminary, 
Rome Jose Cardinal Sanchez. signor Nicolas CheongJin-Suk, the оп Nov. 21, 2003, ће 31sttohold Immaculate Conception in Batan- Makati as rector, a position he “Dency” studied at St. Bridget's, 
As a cardinal, a rank justbelow archbishop of Seoul. the post. gas Ciy. He served for 12yearsasa held for two years. Batangas Elementary School and 
ddcofPops, Rosales wil joina Pope Benedict hasbeen reaching — AsanBearoldaltarboy Ros- teacher spiritual director and ree. In, September 1982, Rosnes pongo High School. With a re- 
tivities of the College of Cardi- out to China and the elevation was ales expressed his desire to be. tor at the St. Francis Minor and was installed as bishop of Malay- port from Cyril L. Bonabente, 
vis Mich include electing a an indication that religiousfreedom come a priest in the yearbook of Major Seminariesin Lipa Ску balay in Bukidnon. He joined his PDI Research 


In show of force, people relive first day of Edsa I 


From pageAl In her speech before heading јап? rum to protect their soldiers. it turned out to be bloodless,” routes stated in their franchises, tiveros-Baraquel told the police 

om rage ve show of force, to St Bernard, a town in South- "This here is a symbol of the said Lou Belen, an Edsal vereran, Aurora Вой, chais of the К. during the negotiation 
members ofmiltantorganizations ern Leyte hit Бу a landslide, the military and the civilian groups 1л Pampanga, members of mili- Pambansang Абег the hourlong negotia- 
Tural and urban poor groups, and President said the nation was re- uniting (against Ferdinand Mar- tant groups from Central and tion, the police finally allowed 
civi society marched on Edsa. living the spirit of Edsa “whenev- cos)" said Reli German, then a Norther Luzon were stopped by bers aboard four jeepneys in Mey- the demonstrators to proceed. 

oct) ae ond banners, et we rush to the side of a neigh- member of the August 21 Move. policemen from proceeding to the сауал town, two jenen in Traffic was snarled for hours. 
chamed slogans and sang the bor in need, а community in dis- ment (Atom), the group formed Edsa Shrine to join protests de- Pulilan town and two eepneysinTa- ^ Sanlakas president Wilson For- 
beloved protest song "Bayan Ko,” tress or a stranger in despair” to protest the assassination of for. manding the President's ouster. bang, ай in the Bulacan side of the taleza said the administration 
the picture was reminiscentof20 “ThespiritofEdsaisaliveinSt. mer Sen. Benigno “Ninoy” Two vans of the People's Pil- МШЕ were blocked bythe police. маз the "antithesis" of the real 
years ago, albeit in much smaller Berard where citizens use bare Aquino in 1983. grimage for Truth, whose mem- At Edsa, the demonstrators al- meaning of Edsa and people pow- 
numbers. Pande to claw the earth to rescue Members of Atom were among bers belong to the party-list most never reached their destina: ег 

Organizers placed thecrowdat kith and kin,” she said. the fistto lockto Bisa upon eam: group Akbayan and the fisherfolk tion as several police lines © "Twenty years after Edsa, the 
25,000, but police gave a much Over at Camp Crame, a small ї that rebel soldiers led by then group Pangisda from La Union blocked them just in front of the Filipino is deeper in debt, poorer 
25,000, but police eimate of group of civilians, police officers, Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile and Pangasinan, were stopped аг Santolan flyover. amd hungrier” said Freedom 
5,000. The Inquirer estimated at and key players of Edsa I con- and then Vice Chief of Staff Fidel the North Luzon Expressway Р from Debt Coalition president 
least 15,000 people. verged in the morningatthe gate, Ramos had announced their wih- (NLEX) gate in Barangay Dau in Rally permit Ма oma 

“Тв в the real people power," where they described how mili- drawal of support from Marcos. Mabalacat, Pampanga. At least three police trucks, а “узнал ng Masa chair Francisco 
said fener Social Welfare Secre- tary rebels and the people op- Among those who came to Pablo Rosales, Pangisda chair, fire truck, and a police саг келеш Jr. said the people 
tary Corazon “Dinky” Soliman. posed to the Marcos regime “be- Camp Crame yesterday were En- said the police ordered the blocked all butonelaneonsouth- shouid lament, ice sue 
‘The crowd called for Ms Arroyo's сате one” 20 years ago. Сатр Cw а senator Executive protesters to retum to their bound Edsa. The police demand- апрімегзу of people power. He 
ouster. They cut a yellow ribbon and Secretary Eduardo Ermita, and provinces and ‘escorted them as ed a permit from the demonstra- = cem EM e ia ane 

The President, who kicked off shook hands during a short pro- Vice President Noli de Castro. far as the Tarlac boundary of the tors, who insisted they did not b ne din puel. e 
the four-day commemoration of gram, a symbol, they said, of the MacArthur Highway. need one since People Power be erari = po aal 9 mu 
Edsa I by leading the wreath lay- crossing of lines between the Stopped at NLEx Monument wasa freedom рак. Феба O. eb Mars 
ing rites at the Libingan ng mga armed services and the peopleand "Е was in that gate that a Lament “jes Edsa I anniversary and we Christine О. Avend sae ont 
Bayani in Taguig City, hasa differ- of a time when it became the civil- bloodless revolution started. We Тһе police cited violations that can't go to People Power Monu- la and Tonette Orejas, еп 
ent concept of People Power. were expecting a revolution, and included the vehicles’ plying outside men * Akbayan Rep, Risa Hon- tral Luzon Desk 
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GENEVA—INTERNATIONAL HEALTH EXPERTS HAVE 
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the NNORLD 
Bird flu spread unprecedented – WHO 


home, that's a concern." 


expressed concern over the unprecedented spread of 
bird flu from Asia to Europe and Africa, but said the 
spotlight is on Indonesia because of its continuing high 


infection rate among people 


Fourteen countries—from India to 
Nigeria and Egypt—have reported 
their first cases of birds infected with 
the deadly HSN1 strain of bird flu 
since the beginning of February, the 
‘World Health Organization said. 

"Is absolutely unprecedented,” 
WHO spokesperson Maria Cheng told 
The Associated Press on Tuesday 
“We've never seen so many outbreaks 
of the same virus in so many different 
regions, and our concern obviously is 
that humans could potentially come 
into contact with birds infected with 
HSN1, which would mean popula- 
tions worldwide are potentially at 
risk.” 

WHO says it remains difficult for 
humans to catch Н5М1. The agency 
has confirmed 170 human cases, in- 
cluding 92 deaths, since 2003—most- 
ly in east Asia. But WHO experts fear 


BAGHDAD—AT LEAST 21 PEOPLE WERE 
killed and 27 wounded late Tuesday when a 
car bomb ripped a busy, mainly Shiite market 
in southern Baghdad, police said, 

The attack, which bore the hallmarks of pre- 
vious strikes by Sunni extremists who have de- 
clared war on Shiites, followed a spate of bomb- 
ings around the capital Monday targeting the 
religious group, which makes up 60 percent of 
Iraq's population. 

It came as Iraqi political factions—based 
along religious and ethnic lines—bicker over 
the make-up of the next government in the 
wake of the Shiite-based United Iraqi Alliance's 
victory in December national elections. 

Dura, a mixed Shiite-Sunni community, has 
been torn apart by sectarian violence over the 
past year 

‘The latest deaths brought to 30 the number 
of people killed Tuesday in violence across Iraq. 

"Those dead included three Iraqi security offi- 
cials killed by bombings in Baghdad; three Iraqi 
soldiers, one of them a women, shot dead in the 
northern city of Kirkuk; two civilians shot dead 
їп a taxi near Baquba, northeast of the capital; 
and one truck driver killed in the northern town 
of Baiji 

‘On Monday, one of the bloodiest days in re- 
cent weeks, at least 23 Iragis were killed in at- 
tacks around the country, including a suicide 


Cartoon row calming 
down — Denmark 


COPENHAGEN—DENMARK SAID ON TUES- 
day weeks of sometimes violent protests against 
Danish cartoons of the Prophet Mohammad ap- 
peared to be calming down, and world political 
and religious leaders appealed for tolerance. 

At least 50 people have been killed in the 
protests that have exposed a gulf of misunder- 
standing between the West which has defended 
the right of free speech and Muslims who see 
the cartoons as sacrilegious and an attack on 
their beliefs, 

But with a decrease in the number and inten- 
sity of protests in the past few days, Danish 
Prime Minister Anders Fog Rasmussen ex- 
pressed hope that his country, had weathered 
the worst of the storm. "It is my impression that 
the development during the last few days has 
gone in the direction of more subdued demon- 
strations and statements in large parts of the 
Maslin world.” said Rasmussen. Reuters 


and poultry. 


that the virus could mutate into a 
form that is easily transmitted from 
person to person, and that could set 
offa flu pandemic. 

Many of the locations of recent out- 
breaks were in Europe, where wild 
birds have tested positive for the dis- 
ease. But poultry cases in India, Egypt 
and Nigeria are causing international 
health authorities more concern be- 
cause of the close contact chickens 
and other domestic fow can have 
with humans who keep them around 
their homes, increasing the chance of 
the disease jumping the species barri- 
en 

“At the moment we don't have very 
good information about how exten- 
sive these outbreaks are,” said Cheng. 
“Certainly cases like India and Egypt 
where population density is quite 
high and people tend to keep birds at 


But so far, she noted, there have 
been no human cases reported in 
those countries or in Nigeria nor in 
any of the western European coun- 
tries. 

WHO said the 14 countries that 
have had outbreaks since the begin- 
ning of February—in order of report- 
ing—are Iraq, Nigeria, Azerbaijan, 
Bulgaria, Greece, Italy, Slovenia, Iran, 
Austria, Germany, Egypt, India, 
France, and Hungary. A 15th country, 
Malaysia, on Monday reported afresh 
outbreak in poultry after having been 
considered free of the disease for 
more than a year. 

But Indonesia is a concern because 
of the high infection rates among 
birds and people. 

"The more chances Н5М1 has to in- 
fect people, the more chances it has to 
evolve into a form that could spark а 
pandemic,” Cheng said. "And the 
place we're seeing the most human 
infections right now is Indonesia.” 

HSNI is widespread among do- 
mestic poultry in Indonesia, and the 
country has record 26 human cases 


since July including 19 deaths, Cheng said. 

"Thats quite a large number," she said. 

The most recent Indonesian human death 
маз confirmed Monday. 

Juan Lubroth, head of the infectious dis- 
ease group at the UN's Rome-based Food and 
Agriculture Organization, said, he was con- 
сетей about outbreaks in Africa, but "I do not 
‘want to lose focus on the situation that we have 
їп Indonesia. There is a national strategy in In- 
donesia. Now we just have to implement it." 

Vietnam has the highest number of con- 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


firmed human cases of HSNI since 2003, with 
93 people infected and 42 deaths. None of 
Vietnam's cases have been this year. Indone- 
sia is in second place overall, followed by 
Thailand with 22 cases and 14 deaths; China, 
12and 8; Turkey 12 and 4; Cambodia 4 and 4; 
and Iraq 1 and 1. 

Lubroth was reached by telephone in Egypt, 
where he had gone to help contain the outbreak 
among poultry there. The country, as well as 
Nigeria and its neighbors in West Africa, were 
also of concern to him, he said. AP 
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bombing of a mini-bus that killed a dozen peo- 
plein a Baghdad Shiite neighborhood. 

The spike in violence comes as US forces seek 
to hand over greater responsibility to Iraqi 
forces for security in the capital. 

"Sixty percent of Baghdad's security is now 
under the control of Iraqi army" US Colonel 
Mike Beech from the 4th Infantry Division said 
Monday as his unit handed over an additional 
50 sq. km of ‘battle space! near the heavily forti- 
fied Green Zone. 

"This does not mean that American troops 
will not be seen on the ground in these areas. 
but the Iraqi army is capable more than the 
coalition forces of handling the security of the 
areas that it has taken over," Beech said. 

In other developments, Jordanis Prime Min- 
ister Maaruf Bakhit announced Tuesday the re- 
lease of a Jordanian embassy driver held 
hostage in Iraq since December. 

"The efforts of His Majesty King Abdullah I 
and his daily follow-up of ай state agencies to 
secure the release of the Jordanian hostage 
Mahmud Saaidiyat held in Iraq have borne 
fruit,” Bakhit told state-run Petra news agency. 

The drivers kidnappers had repeatedly 
threatened to execute him unless Jordanian au- 
thorities released a woman who had failed in а 
bid to blow herself up last November in a com- 
bined suicide attack on hotels іп Amman. AFP 
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Iran spurns demand for enrichment freeze 


JAPAN'S MS rocket is launched from the 
Uchinoura Space Center in Kagoshima 
prefecture, southwestern Japan Feb. 22, лт 


Japan launches 
satellite into orbit 


TOKYO—JAPAN ON WEDNESDAY CON- 
ducted its third successful satellite launch in 
Jess than a month, deploying infrared cam- 
eras and a telescope to probe the origins of 
distant galaxies. 

The Japanese space program expressed re- 
lief and hopes it was finally putting behind ita 
series of embarrassing setbacks including а 
2003 mission that was aborted after takeoff. 

“After this, I think Japan's space develop- 
ment program is on a stable orbit,” Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency President Keiji 
‘Tachikawa said. 

"Тат now thinking we might have reached 
the (internationally competitive) level,” he 
told a press conference. 

‘The MS rocket, which was delayed by one 
day due to heavy rainfall, was launched at 
6:28 a.m. from Uchinoura Space Center in 
southern Japan and released the satellite 15 
minutes later. 

The latest satellite, a 960 kg Astro-R is 
equipped with a 67-cm diameter telescope 
and two sets of instruments for infrared ob- 
servation. 

It will orbit the Earth above the twilight 
zone, passing over the North and South Poles 
and will be able to survey the entire sky in half 
a year. 

The satellite is expected to detect more 
than 10 million galaxies, helping astronomers 
to study the life cycle of stars and investigate. 
theirorigins and evolution. 

Japan is seeking a slice of the lucrative 
commercial satellite market currently domi- 
nated by US and European operators. 

Coincidentally, Europe's space program on 
"Tuesday postponed indefinitely the launch of 
two satellites for technical reasons including 
Spain's first dedicated military satellite 

The latest Japanese satellite was nick- 
named “Akari,” which means light. АЕР 


WonLDBRIEFS 
Bush backs ports deal 


WASHINGTON—President George W. Bush 
vowed on Tuesday to veto any attempt to block an 
Arab company's takeover of management of ma- 
jor US seaports, defying members of Congress 
"who insisted the deal posed security risks. “After 
careful review by our government, believe the. 
transaction ought to go forward,” Bush told re- 
porters aboard Air Force One. if Congress passed 
alaw to stop the deal, "I'l deal with it with a ve- 
10," he said. Bush said the Dubai firm would not 
be in charge of security, that the deal had been 
thoroughly reviewed and the country would be по 
less safe as a result of the transaction. Dubai is а 
US ally, he said. Dubai Ports World is on the 
verge of taking over Britain's P&O, which now 
manages the ports. Reuters 


3 charged in conspiracy vs US 
WASHINGTON—A federal grand jury in Ohio 
indicted three men with plotting to kill people 
overseas, including US troops in iraq, and one 
was charged with threatening President George 
W. Bush, court documents showed on Tuesday. 
The indictment said the three men—Moham- 
mad Zaki Amawi, 26, Marwan Othman ei-Hind, 
42, and Wassim Mazioum, 24—were part of a 
conspiracy that began in November 2004. "It 
was part of the conspiracy that one or more. 
conspirators would recruit others to train for 
violent jinad against the United States and its 
alles in Iraq, and elsewhere, and would pro- 
pose potential training sites for use in provid- 
ing ongoing firearms, hand-to-hand combat, 
explosives and other paramilitary training to 
prospective recruits,” the indictment said 
Routers 


Harvard president resigns 
CAMBRIDGE, Massachusetls—Lawrence H. 
Summers ended his tumultuous stint as Harvard 
University president Tuesday, announcing he 
‘would resign June 30 rather than fight with a tac- 
Шу angered by his management style and com- 
ments that innate ability may explain why few 
women reach top sclence posts. "I have reluc- 
tantly concluded that the rifts between me and 
segments of the Arts and Sciences faculty make It 
infeasible for me to advance the agenda of renew- 
al that I see as cruclal to Harvard's future,” Sum- 
mers wrote in a etr posted on the school's wob- 
site. Summers' move brings to a close the 
briefest tenure of any Harvard president since 
1862, when Cornelius Felton died after two years 
тот АР 


MOSCOW—IRAN SHOWED FEW SIGNS 
оп Tuesday that it was ready to strike а 
deal with Russia that could allay fears it 
wants nuclear arms and avert possible 
UN sanctions. 

A senior US official said Russia's role 
was helpful but Iran was ignoring intema- 
tional advice on the nuclear issue. 

“We think Iran is clearly continuing to 
miscalculate the will of the world commu- 
nity” US Undersecretary of State for Polit- 
ical Affairs, Nicholas Bums, told reporters 
in Moscow. 

After two days of talks in Moscow, Rus- 
sian and Iranian negotiators said they 
planned more discussions this week on a. 
Russian proposal to enrich uranium for 
Iran, seen as a way to ensure Tehran can- 
not divert nuclear fuel into bomb-making. 

But the two sides appeared far 
apart, with Iran's foreign minister rul- 
ing out any return to a moratorium оп 
uranium enrichment, which Russia 


has repeatedly demanded. 

“We discussed a joint formula and we 
will continue talks,” said Ali Hosseinitash, 
бершу secretary of Iran's Supreme Na- 
tional Security, who led his country’s dele- 
gation in Moscow. 

“Our assessment of this offer is posi- 
tive,” he added, 

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mikhail 
Kamynin said that Moscow's proposal had 
been examined in detail and that more 
talks were planned. 

Russia later said it had called on Iran to 
fully cooperate with the Intemational 
‘Atomic Energy Agency JAEA). 

“From the Russian side, the necessity of 
Iran's full cooperation with the IAEA was 
underlined,” the Foreign Ministry said ina 
short statement. 

Sergei Kiriyenko, nead of Russia's 
atomic energy agency Rosatom, is due to 
travel to Iran on Thursday. 

Kamynin, quoted by КагТазз news 


agency, said Moscow had again stressed 
that Iran must restore the enrichment 
moratorium. 

However, ашап Foreign Minister 
Manouchehr Mottaki said this was out of 
the question and Tehran would press 
ahead with its nuclear work with or with- 
out the Russian plan. 

"Returning to the suspension of our nu- 
dlear activities is not on our agenda,” Mot- 
takisaid in Tehran. 

US officals suggest Iran is discussing 
the Russian plan merely to gain time, a 
view shared by many Russian commenta- 
tors. 

“Their aim is to haggle, to put off as 
long as possible the hour when sanctions 
from the international community be- 
come unavoidable,” wrote the daily Izves- 
tia. 

Tehran has said it will consider a joint 
venture with Russia and possibly others to 
enrich uranium for power stations, but re- 


serves the right to pursue enrichment at 
home as well. I says it wants nuclear fuel 
only to produce electricity, по bombs. 

Iran may face action by the UN Security 
Council after IAEA head Mohamed ElBa- 
Tadei issues а broad report on Tehran's 
nuclear programme to a March 6 meeting 
of the UN watchdog’s governing board. 

The report is to be circulated to mem- 
bers of the 35-nation board on Feb. 27 so 
they can digest its conclusions and for- 
warded to the Security Council after the 
meeting in Vienna. 

Diplomats say they doubt the Security 
Council will rush into sanctions, which 
Russia, China and other countries oppose. 

Tc may first pass a resolution repeat- 
ing the IAEA board’s demands on Iran 
to re-suspend all enrichment-related 
work and answer questions outstand- 
ing after three years of inquiries. A 
next step could be to expand the agen- 
cy's inspection powers. Reuters 
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Twice robbed 


He SOME OF THE MONEY STOLEN BY FERDI- 


nand Marcos and recovered by the government 

i А been stolen again? Some senators, including Sen- 
‘Ate President Franklin Drilon, are not saying so outright 
‘yet, but they think they are on to something big and terri- 
bly rotten. So they have asked the Commission on Audit 
^to begin examining the books of several government 

agencies to find out how they spent 

EDITORIAL some P22 billion during the past two 

4 years. That sum constitutes the bulk of 

some P35 billion worth (based on the peso-dollar ex- 

ichange rate in early 2004) of Marcos’ deposits turned 
zover to the government by Swiss banks. 

The senators were first told by an official of the Depart- 
ment of Budget and Management in January this year 
“that-P13 billion was all that was left of the P35 billion. 
‘Three weeks later, Agrarian Reform Undersecretary Jef- 
‘frey Galan confirmed that his department got and spent 
P17.8 billion from the DBM in 2004. Drilon has pointed 
тве that with only P13 billion left of the Marcos deposits, 
“the DAR could only have P2 billion for this year since P11 
‘billion (the peso equivalent of $200 million) has to be set 
aside for the compensation of human rights victims dur- 
‘ing martial law. 

But what stirred the curiosity of some senators were 
the massive transfer and releases of funds shortly before 
‘the’2004 presidential elections. For example, on April 
326, 2004, the Bureau of Treasury transferred P4.9 billion 
to the Agrarian Reform Fund (ARF). Two days later, 
P544 million from the ARF was released to the Depart- 
‘ment of Agriculture for its Ginintuang Masaganang Ani 
‘program, which was meant to propagate the use of hy- 
brid rice and provide fertilizers to cooperating farmers. 
Sen. Ramon Magsaysay Jr., chair of the Senate commit- 
tee on Food and Agriculture has pointed out, however, 
«that not a single farmers’ organization has confirmed 
ahat it had received any fertilizer from the program. This 
‘program is separate from the P728-million fertilizer 
‘fund whose disbursement was marred by gross overpric- 
ing and other abuses. 

* Earlierin March 2004, the National Irrigation Admin- 
stration got P541.74 million and the Department of 
Public Works and Highways got P900 million, both 
from the ARR Although the DAR had prepared a list of 
irrigation and farm-to-market roads that would benefit 
agrarian reform beneficiaries, the list was allegedly 
vised to accommodate the requests of certain pol 
‘cians. 

Aside from these anomalies unearthed by the Senate, 
Drilon has pointed out other directions that the special 
COA audit should take. First, was the use of the funds for 
the purchase of fertilizers and the construction of roads 
authorized by a resolution of the Presidential Agrarian 
Reform Council as mandated by law? DAR officials could 
not produce the resolution during the Senate hearing ear- 
lier this month. 

Second, did the DAR apportion the money in accor- 
dance with the provision of law that says 70 percent of 

‘Marcos’ ill-gotten wealth that is recovered must be 
used for land redistribution and 30 for support ser- 
vices? 

Third, did the projects funded by the Marcos Swiss de- 
iposits benefit agrarian reform beneficiaries? Drilon said 
only 20 percent of the farmers who got hybrid rice seeds 
under the P544-million GMA program were qualified to 
;recelve such support. 

Fourth, where did the bulk of the money go? Aside from 
‘the controversial fund releases before the elections 
‘amounting to nearly P2 billion, P20 billion of the Swiss 
‘deposits is gone. Can the DAR account for that huge 
Jamount? 

If the senators’ instincts are right, they could be on the 
‘trail of the biggest scam yet, But they need the COAs help 
{to sniff out where the stink of corruption is coming from. 
In the P728-million fertilizer scam, the COA proved itself 
iequal to the task by declaring that the products were 
{overpriced by as much as 12 times their actual cost, It сап 
do no less in this new case, m 
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Murder? Wink. Wink. 


ITS BEEN OVER A YEAR NOW SINCE CEBU 
City Mayor Tomas Osmeña launched what was 
dubbed as “murder with a wink" policy. So, 
what has His Honor to show for bonneted 
killers who salvage with impunity, in a city he's 
primping up for the Asean Summit? 

Some 117 unsolved rubouts later, Cebu has. 
been tagged "Murder Capital" The hand-wring- 
ing intensified after an Asian Institute of Man- 
agement survey of 65 urban centers shut Cebu 
ош ofthe top 20 most viable business cities, 

Yet, that unwelcome label is anchored on 
hard data. Davao's esquadrones de la muerte 
took seven years before their body count 
topped 153, Coalition Against Summary Exe- 
cutions statistics show. It was 107 last year. 

"Cebu is fast catching up," Redemptorist Fr. 
A. Picardal told a conference on summary exe- 
cations. 

The virus infects Digos, Tangub, General 
Santos, now Cebu and even Luzon. 

“Tm not proud of that record,” Osmefia said. 
“But am not exactly sad criminals were killed 

... Is a question of dosage.” Wink. Wink. 

Has human life been stripped to calibrated 
doses? Who decides whose blood is to be a 
“dosage”? And who says stop? Or more? 

Many are fed up with unsolved crime, inept 
police, bribable fiscals and snail-paced courts. 
‘Thus, Osmefia announced, in December 2004, 
he'd field a heavily armed “Hunter's Team” to 
go after criminals. Good governance sprouts 
from the barre! of a gun. 

For any cop who'd “permanently disable” a 
criminal, Osmefia promised a bounty of 
20,000. If a cop on leave bags a robber, he'll 
get P10,000. 

The taking of life, by an abortionist or vigi- 
lante, is evil, Cardinal Ricardo Vidal snapped. 
The judicial system is violated when prosecu- 
tor, judge and executioner are rolled up into a 
mayor's say-so, the Integrated Bar protested. 
“Utos ni mayor" dislodges the Constitution 
with its guarantees of life and due process. 

"Well go to the law's limit and whack them,” 
Osmeña retorted. "But we will respect human 
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rights." Wink. Wink. 

‘Osmefia prides himself as an honorable 
man. At P20,000 per head, the “pacified” 
bunch of 117 vigilante victims means the may- 
or, in honoring his word, had paid P2.34 mil- 
lion to date. 

Ies taboo to use public funds for crime pay- 
rolls. Philanthropy, however, is not one of the 
mayor’ virtues. So, who provided the shekels? 
Friends? If businessmen, did they claim these 
as "deductions"? On BIR Form 1701Q? Or on 
corporate tax returns? 

Ts there a list of who received the blood 
money? Is pulling the trigger while masked on 
а motorcycle a tax-exempt "industry"? Or are 
vigilantes subject, like the rest of us mortals, to 
the EVAT and other levies? Wink. Wink. 

But those who wink at crime partake of crime 
itself, That's the law. Blood on the gunpowder- 
stained hands of vigilantes smears blood on the 
manicured hands of those who sponsor, cheer 
or assent, by silence, the rubouts. 

"There's the smell of blood still," wails Lady 
Macbeth after murdering the king. "All the per- 
fumes in Arabia will not clean this little hand." 

Like mayors, criminals have a right to life, 
liberty, security of person and due process. 
That's what the Constitution says. So does the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Those 
who trifle with life promote a culture of death, 
the late Pope John Paul II stressed in his en- 
cyclical “Evangelium Vitae.” Judgment will be 
severe” by the God of history. 

But murder with a wink deters crime. "m 
more interested in protecting citizens,” says 
Osmefia. He would not investigate if cops bent 
rules of engagement. 


Where’s the ‘people’ in ‘Peo 


BISHOP SOCRATES VILLEGAS, JAIME CARDI- 
nal Sin's protégé, had a very vivid description 
of the Arroyo government in view of its reluc- 
tance to celebrate the 20th anniversary of Edsa 
with any fervor. Vivid and accurate. The low- 
key celebrations, he said, typified the behavior 
of “pimps and rapists” who fled their victims 
after getting what they wanted. The reason the 
Arroyo government does not want the event 
recalled with passion was that it has “abused 
and plundered” the Edsa legacy. "1 protest the 
way government remembers its roots. 1 pity 
People Power.” 

Villegas has got a very good point. Though I 
wonder why he didn't rise to fulminate about 
exactly the same thing in 2004 when Gloria 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo stole the vote. As far as rap- 
ing the nation goes, I cannot imagine a more 
vicious case of it. Stealing the vote is not just 
raping the nation, it is raping—and—murder- 
ing the nation, done with complete callousness 
and scorn for the victim. Indeed, as pimping 
goes, the Church too was spotted at the scene 
of the crime in May 2004, inviting the rapist to 
feel free to assault Inang Bayan. 

But Villegas has every reason to fume. In- 
deed, if what I hear is true, the people current- 
ly planning the official Edsa celebrations want 
to cut out Cory from the scene altogether, or 
give her a minor role in it. What can I say? 
They've pretty much stolen everything, why 
not Edsa, too? 

But while on the subject of stealing Edsa, 1 
don't know that ies just the Arroyo govern- 
ment that’s guilty of theft in that respect. The 
Interpretation of events is a curious thing. It is 
not ust a way of looking at what has hap- 
pened, it is a way of laying a claim or propri- 
etary right to what has happened. The impor- 
tance of historians like the late Renato Con- 
stantino, reinterpreting Philippine history 
from a Pilipino point of view rather than from a. 
Spanish or American one, from the point of 

few of the colonized rather than the coloniz- 
ers, is not just another way of presenting the 
nation's past, it is a way of reclaiming or selz- 
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ing back that past. Interpreting what hap- 
pened is not just an opportunity for selfag- 
grandizement, it is a means for self-entitle- 
ment. 

That's true of Edsa as well. What is the offi- 
cial version or interpretation of the Edsa story? 
Well, it is not unlike the Pasyon story. It takes 
off rom the murder of Ninoy Aquino in 1983, a 
murder which awoke the country from slum- 
ber. The blood that was spilled on the tarmac 
became as rain on soil, whence sprouted a bit- 
ter harvest for the regime. It fueled massive 
rallies led by Ninoy' widow, who became the 
local Joan of Arc. Cory was later cheated of the 
presidency in rigged elections, a thing that so 
angered the populace they went out to protect 
the military officers that had mutinied against 
Marcos a month later. The result was Edsa, the 
salvation of the country from a tyrant. 

None of that is entirely false, but none of 
that is entirely true either. This version of Edsa, 
which regards everything that bappened after 
Aug. 21, 1983 as history and everything before 
that as prehistory, quite simply overlooks the 
most important actor in the Edsa story, or rele- 
gates it to a minor role. That isthe people. That 
is why itis called People Power: It is the handi- 
work of the people. 

Over the last couple of weeks, Ive read ac- 
counts of the exploits of people who were at Ed- 
за, 1 have not read similar accounts of the strug- 
gle against Marcos throughout the course of 
martial law, which was waged by the people 
themselves. It's not true the people were awo- 
ken from their slumber after August 1983 sim- 
ply because they weren't exactly sleeping before 
that, They were fighting Marcos in the hills, in 


son invoked the same policy to justify the as- 
sassination of communist leaders, like Romulo 
Kintanar, who had quit the movement. That'd 
dampen further defections from a splintered 
rebellion. "Stop playing God,” cried Kintanar's 
widow. 

Drug lords aren't scared. Corrupt officials 
carry on. Gambling flourishes. No big fish has 
been landed. Crime rates haven't slumped. 

‘The vigilante vietims were petty criminals. 
‘Others did time in jail. Some had started rebuild 
ing their lives in honest businesses. Most were 
unarmed when their lives were snuffed out. A 
wink denied them a second chance at life. 

“The common characteristic is their names 
appeared in lists compiled by the police, often 
from material provided by barangay intelli 
gence networks," notes Father Picardal. 

Police credibility in Cebu has taken a beat- 
ing. "The police launch pro forma probes," Ce- 
bu Daily News noted. "These will fizzle out, 
sooner rather than later, And they know you 
know" Wink. Wink. 

А police force that cannot solve even one of 
117 murders is totally inept—and should be 
fired. Or ies neck deep in the mess—and 
should be cashiered. 

Salvaging is “a cheap price to pay for peace 
and order,” Davao businessmen told Reuters. 
But those who bankroll vigilantes know a 
wrong wink could find gunmen at their once- 
secure doors. Not even mayors can guarantee 
control ofesquadrones de la muerte. And "every 
unpunished murder takes away something 
from the security of every man's life,” Daniel 
Webster once said. 

If it is somebody else's life that is bartered, 
there's little outcry. Not a single member of the 
city council for example, has denounced the 
killings. Few NGOs have spoken up. "On the day 
you remain silent on things that matter, you be- 
gin to die," Martin Luther King once said, 
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the fields, in the factories, in the streets, in their 
homes. Many of them died, or got wounded or 
maimed doing so, their blood keeping the flame 
of protest alive, ready to burst into a raging fire 
at the right moment. What happened before 
‘Aug. 21, 1983 was not prehistory, the technical 
preparations for the drama about to unfold on 
the stage; it was history, an integral part of the 
story that unfolds on the stage. Without it, the 
story would be unintelligible. Without it, the 
story would not unfold, 

Without the blood of the martyrs that came 
before, Ninoy would never have become the 
martyr he did. His murder might have shocked 
the nation, but it would not have galvanized it 
into the explosion that later became Edsa. With- 
cout the struggle that came before, there would 
not have been the ferocious protest rallies that 
came after. Indeed, without the raging insur- 
gency in the countryside—which convinced the 
‘Americans Marcos could never be part of the so- 
lution as he was in fact the best recruiter for the 
NPA—Paul Laxalt might never have been per- 
suaded to tell Marcos to “cut, and cut clean" 
when a handful of mutineers holed up at Camp 
Aguinaldo and Fabian Ver was very literally ask- 
ing Marcos to rain death on them. 

"The official version:of People Power is faint. 
praise for—or a left-handed compliment 
to—the people. While presumably lauding 
them and their power, it reduces them to back- 

und material, to a crowd to be summoned 
By heroic individuals during crunch time, in- 
deed to a herd to be led this way and that by 
saviors, real or imagined, instead of making 
them out to be the real authors of their salva- 
tion. Edsa did not begin with the death Ninoy 
‘Aquino, it began long before, when the first nc- 
tivist died in defiance of dictatorship. It began 
when the first city dweller wrote graffiti on the 
wall and launched a thousand Jokes to protest 
the dictatorship, It began when the first ten- 
ant, worker, student, ordinary cltizen took 
arms to defend himself from the dictatorship. 

By all means, let's talk about People Power 
today. But lets remember tothe people 


‘THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2006 


THE FOUR-DAY CELEBRATION OF EDSA WAS 
off to an early start yesterday at the Libingan ng 
Mga Bayani in Fort Bonifacio, where President 
Macapagal-Arroyo laid a wreath on the tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier. In the presence of the 
diplomatic corps, Armed Forces personnel and 
government officials, the President read one of 
the most quoted biblical passages from Ecclesi- 
astes: "There is a season for everything, a time for 
every occupation under heaven: A time for giving 
birth, a time for dying; a time for planting, a time 
for uprooting what has been planted. A time for 
killing, a time for healing; a time for knocking 
down, а time for building. A time for tears, a time 
for laughter; a time for mourning, a time for 
dancing ...."and soon. 

Yesterday's ceremony was heavy with the scent 
of the tragedy in St. Bernard, Southern Leyte. 
‘Thus, it was natural for the President to stress 
that underlying all those beautifully balanced 
phrases of the Ecclesiastes was one recurri 
theme: “A time to serve.” And so she pledge 
anew to devote her administration to service. 

‘After the wreath-laying, GMA, true to her vow, 
was off to Southern Leyte to visit ће disaster area 
and check on the rescue and relief operations 
there. She then proceeded to Cebu for a confer- 
ence with NGOs and local government officials. 

About the same time, for over two hours, 
huddled inside a room in the Peninsula Hotel in 
Makati were opposition leaders led by former 
President Corazon Aquino. With them were the 
"Hyatt 10" former Cabinet officials and the 
Makati Business Club faction of Bill Luz and Ri- 
cardo Romulo. There were speculations that 
this group of malcontents was plotting various 
protest actions for the next three days. 

Many people, however, would see the action 
of this group as an indication of its members’ 
callousness to the human suffering in St. 
Bernard. While foreigners from various corners 
of the earth, e.g., the United States, Taiwan, 
Malaysia and Japan, were working feverishly in 
Leyte, trying to find survivors in the buried 
school building, the malcontents were plotting 
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to bring down this government. There's even а 
umor that some senators would publicly with- 
draw support from GMA. But as the Ecclesiastes 

uts it, “There is a season for everything, a time 

for every occupation under heaven.” These 
weeks of tremendous suffering and sorrow for 
our countrymen are a time for helping with 
whatever we can muster. But sadly, all that the 
‘opposition seems to think of is how to bring 
down GMA, when the nation should be uniting 
in the wake of recent disasters. 

The two opposing sides arguing the legality of 
ЕО 464—the senators led by Sen. Joker Arroyo 
оп the one hand, and Solicitor General Alfredo 
Benipayo, Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez and 
Presidential Legal Adviser Eduardo Nachura, on 
the other—certainly earned their keep last Mon- 
day. The two groups argued both sides of the EO 
in the presence of the Supreme Court justices for 
nearly 11 hours, starting at 1 p.m. and ending just 
before midnight. There are a number of lawyers 
among the senators, but they had to pick one who 
‘wasn't even an original signatory to the opposing 
petition, perhaps in recognition of Joker's role аз 
the “Lion of the Impeachment” of Joseph Estrada 
in December 2000 and January 2001. During 
Tuesdays marathon session, the protagonists 
didn't get to grab a bite. It was also interesting 
that Arroyo and Gonzalez, who were close bud- 
dies against Marcos during the martial law 
regime, were rebutting each other in the court. 

“Judging from their arguments, I tend to agree 
with Sen. Miriam Santiago's guess that the Court 
would not strike down EO 464 as unconstitutional 
but seek to regulate its use by setting parameters. 


One small detail in the coverage of that hear- 
ing elicited a laugh from me. That was when 
Joker Arroyo told the justices that EO 464 would 
“emasculate our legislative and make 
the President “almost a dictator.” Judging from 
records, however, the Senate's legislative power 
seems to have been emasculated long before EO 
464 was promulgated. Last year, for instance, 
the Senate was able to pass only four bills. Di- 
vide the huge bill for its upkeep of P1.8 billion by 
this number, and the cost of each bill comes up 
to about P400 million each! 

The Senate's "emasculation" was stressed in a 
letter from Agusan Rep. Leovigildo Banaag, chair 
ofthe House committee on natural resources, who. 
eased to өп fom bere show bow the “Billion 

frees Act,” auth pally by Speaker Jose 
de Venecia and passed by the House on third read- 
ing last April 2005, had slumbered in the Senate 
even during the 12th Congres. Banaag, opined 
that perhaps if that bill had been passed by the 
Senate, the denudation of our forests would have 
been addressed more decisively. Banaag also relat- 
ей that last Feb. 6, during the joint session of 
Congress to hear the address of indian President 
Kamal, he conferred with his Senate counterpart, 
Pia Cayetano, on the need for the Senate to act on 
a total of 24 bills on environment and natural re- 
sources. These were all passed by the House but 
are languishing in the Senate. Aside from the Bil- 
lion Trees Act, noted Banaag, among those 24 bills 
is a local bill declaring a total log ban in Southern 
Leyte, where St. Bernard is located. 

‘The Billion Trees Act could be the answer to 
the massive denudation of our forests and moun- 
tains and it could as well as jumpstart the rural 
economy by providing millions of jobs. Inciden- 
tally, during the Cory administration, a massive 
reforestation program was started, but it was no 
secret that a lot of the funds went to line the pock- 
ets of high-ranking functionaries. Thus, the need 
foranew law on reforestation a decade and a half 
later, which, however, has slept in the Senate for 
many years already. 


Howard Dee, man for peace 


"TODAY THE FLAMES OF EDSA ARE FLICKER- 
ing, peaceful reform is dying on the vine and our 
democracy is threatened again." 

"Thus spoke a humble and spiritual man of ac- 
tion whose quest for peace and progress for the 
poor has been unceasing. 

Howard Q. Dee, peacemaker, social develop- 
ment worker, friend of the poor and indigenous 
‘communities, former ambassador to the Vatican 
and businessman, was honored last Monday in 
simple rites as the sole recipient of the 2006 Au- 
rora Aragon Quezon Peace Award. 

Persons from both sides of the political, ideo- 
logical and social divides came to fete this simple 
тап whose name has become synonymous with 
peace and development especially in strife-torn 
and poverty-stricken communities in the country. 

“Му heart is filled with gratitude yet I feel no 
sense of triumph,” Dee told the small crowd. “I 
feel no pride of achievement in the face of so 
much injustice and widespread poverty that con- 
demns so many of our people to a life of subhu- 
man existence.” 

But just as quickly, Dee lifted spirits by quoting 
a French philosopher: "The important thing is not 
to be a success. The important thing is to be in his- 
tory, bearing witness. This is not the time to lose 
heart, Rather, itis in the darkness that our lamps 
should be lit and our hearts set ablaze.” 

Bearing witness has in fact been a way of life 
for the 75-year-old Dee, be it in the realm of his 
Christian faith or for his country, family and а 
myriad of concerns. He talks softly but walks 
briskly toward a goal, especially if it involves 
those who suffer in the margins of society. And 
just as zealously, he has worked hard to address, 
in ways he knows how, the roots and causes of 
poverty and "unpeace." 

Dee was born in Tondo in 1930. He attended San 
Beda College and the University of the East where. 
he finished management accounting. He later took 
graduate studies in economics and public finance. 
Dee is married to Betty Marie Dee with whom he. 
has four children and a caboodle of grandchildren. 

Drawing inspiration from the Italian saint 
Francis of Assisi who embraced poverty and sim- 
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plicity, Dee founded the Assisi Development 
Foundation in 1975, as his way of responding to 
the crying need of many. Social development, he 
believes, is a channel through which the poor can 
be empowered and raised from penury. 

Dee has been active in development groups, such 
as Tabang Mindanao, Pagtabangan Basulta (Basi- 
Лап, Sulu and Tawi-Tawi) and the Philippine Busi- 
ness for Social Progress, аз well as in church-related 
ones, like Bahay Maria and the Family Rosary Cru- 
sade. In 2004, he helped establish ASA Philippines, 
in partnership with the Benigno S. Aquino Founda- 
tion, to provide micro-finance services for the poor. 
He was the driving force behind last year's launch- 
ing of the Hapag asa Feeding Program of Fondo ng 
Pinoy in the archdiocese of Manila. 

Dee even found time to be in government ser- 
vice. He served for 16 years under four presi- 
dents. He was ambassador to the Vatican and 
Malta from 1986 to 1990, then became lead con- 
venor of the 1990 National Peace Commission. 
Не was chair of the Panel for Peace talks between 
the government and the insurgent communists 
from 1993 to 1996. in 2002, he became Presiden- 
tial Adviser on Indigenous Peoples Affairs. 

Dee also found time to write books—"God's 
Greatest Gift,” "Mankind's Final Destiny" and 
“Living the Beatitudes with St. Joseph"—all 
about living the Christian faith. 

Having been involved in projects in Muslim 
Mindanao, Dee has developed a deep under- 
standing of the Muslim-Christian conflict and 
continues to work in bridging the divide. 

‘At the awarding rites, individuals who knew 
Dee up-close gave their testimonials. INQUIRER 
president Alexandra Prieto-Romualdez called Dee 


"a living saint ... a gifted person ... not afraid of 
problems ... not afraid to dream" and always seek- 
ing opportunities to do more. Undersecretary 
Rene V Sarmiento of the Office of the Presidential 
Adviser on the Peace Process (OPAPP) described 
him as “a man fully alive for peace and for God." 

‘Commissioner Reuben Dasay A. Lingating of 
the National Commission on Indigenous Peoples- 
North and Western Mindanao lauded Dee, special- 
ly citing his efforts to seek freedom for members of 
indigenous groups who were in jail because of cul- 
tural misunderstanding and lack of representation 
in the mainstream judicial system. 

Bishop Antonio Ledesma of ipil called Dee "a man. 
for Mindanao,” while Archbishop Oscar Quevedo of 
(Cotabato called him “an authentic peacemaker" For- 
mer Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process Teresi- 
та Q. Deles, described Dee as “among the most trans- 

х beings I have ever met.” 

Added Deles: "I guess it comes from the clarity 
of knowing where to stand in the many shades of 
gray between black and white. And we know it 
‘comes from living a truly spiritual life from day to 
day, where the light and wisdom of our Lord 
shines through.” Dee, she said, is “ a moral com- 

‘and often the lone voice in the wilderness 
that clears the noise within and paves the way to 
truth, reason and compassion.” 

After all the accolades, Dee could only say, 
"What can I say? I am ready to die.” Turning seri- 
ous, Dee paid tribute to his “four mentors: 

“Cardinal Jaime Sin in the joy of our faith; Fr. 
Francisco Araneta, S.J. in the cause of social jus- 
tice and human development; Presidential Peace 
‘Adviser Haydee Yorac in the nobility of public ser- 
vice; and Justice Cecilia Muficz-Palma in the 
ways of peace and nationhood." Dee called them 
“giants in our history" 

Stressed Dee: “I have achieved nothing but by 
God's grace. Serving was a privilege, service is its 
own reward.” 

Tn this age of instant stars and dazzling up- 
starts, Dee quietly stands out as а man apart, а 
man for others, a flame braving the tempest. 
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A complete revolution 


OUT OF AN ACCIDENT, WE HAVE PERPETUALLY 
tried to find a larger purpose. A bungled coup led 
to an unplanned mass action; the mass action led 
to a confrontation between a dictator and his 
minions, and the rest of the country. The dictator 
ended up in Hawaii. That was 20 years ago, this 
week. 

“Twenty years is not only a generation, it is an 
epoch, an era, in the life of nations. A generation. 
marks the transformation of the vigorous to the 
timid and old; and the rise of the young, unaware 
and unconcerned. In the same way the genera- 
tion that lived through the Philippine Revolution 
and Philippine-American War feared that 
younger Filipinos were unprepared either for the 
Serious challenges of independence, or the grim 
realities of a world war. In the same way the gen- 
eration that earned its spurs during World War I 
viewed young radicals with incomprehension 
and outright suspicion, two decades later. In the 
same way those who lived through the 1960s and 
early 1970s took a dim view of the public pas- 
sions expressed in the protest marches after 
1983, and of the culminating event that was the 
Edsa Revolution, And in the same way those at 
Edsa I developed a dim view of the young at Edsa 
Il, who saw the latter as a chance to live up to the 
legacy of the first Edsa; but whom their elders 
judged as incapable of comprehending what it 
took to achieve the original People Power. 

"Twenty years later, the time has come for Edsa I 
to be buried: the main protagonists themselves 
are leaving the scene; many of those who were 
there have left for other climes and countries. 

But as in the days of the kings of old, the call 
should be, “Edsa is dead! Long live Edsa!” 

‘One era has come to a close; and the choice is 
berween burying it (beyond the recovery of mem- 
ory and ideals) and giving it a rebirth, like a 
phoenix rising from the ashes. 

From the searing flames that have consumed 
‘our national self-confidence and pride over the 
past 20 years, what must we dispense with as 
етеу bitter ashes. and what should we retain as 
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valuable, indispensable, hard and brilliant truths, 
like diamonds created under tremendous pres- 
sure? 

T believe that Edsa I was, in fact, a revolution 
from within—the kind of self-liberation that 
some piously insist still has to take place—a revo- 
lution against isolation, against the feeling of be- 
ing alone when holding on to one's sense of de- 
cency patriotism and idealism. 

Dictators, whether elected or self proclaimed, 
anchor their authority on force, which they use to 
scatter any opposition to them, and to keep the in- 
dividual just that—alone, atomized, incapable of 
belonging to a larger (and, therefore, to the dicta- 
tors, dangerously independent-minded) whole. 
Ferdinand Marcos thrived on divisions—rurning 
his World War П. generation against Из own chil- 
dren, the middle-class and the poor against the 
very wealthy, and the very wealthy against the 
poor—selectively applying force to ensure that any 
person or group capable of bridging the divides he 
cultivated would be struck down. 

Slowly Filipinos learned to rise from their iso- 
lation, starting with their conquering their fears; 
then nurturing this achievement by developing 
their capacity to empathize with those already 
persecuted and shunned; and then realizing that 
‘everyone was actually in that situation. 

‘The furtive glances and fearful looks gave way 
to an exhilarating desire to make noise and be 
heard. When Ninoy Aquino was killed, it was 
felt—and expressed—like a kind of electricity 
crackling and sparking from one heart and mind 
to the next, as individuals resolved to be brave by 


showing empathy. I have said time and again: 
bravery was a decision made on their own by the 
millions who condoled with Ninoy's family. Brav- 
ery became a habit when the millions realized 
they were millions of Filipinos of a like mind. 

So thoroughly successful was that revolution 
that those who accomplished it are hard put, to- 
day, to even recall the fear they once felt, much 
less to communicate to those who never felt it 
what it was like. A person long used to crouching 
finds it illogical and strange to recall a life spent 
in submission, once he gets used to standing tall. 

There is, of course, an inescapable self-saisfac- 
tion that comes from having had to live in submis- 
sion, yet surviving and living long enough to re- 
duce the humiliation to a mere memory. With that 
selfsatisfaction comes a kind of arrogance—look 
at the young, they never had to bow and scrape, 
see how freely and irresponsibly they take what 
we had to reclaim, even earni—and seductive 
complacency anchored on the thought that having 
gone through such historic times, one has paid his 
Gr her dues to both history and oneself. 

Itis like those scenes in the movies where the 
prisoners discover the most touching truths about 
their shared humanity while they are in chains, 
only to quickly run away from each other the mo- 
ment they are free. The rush of liberation is ac- 
companied by a sudden return to the isolation of 
self-interest, We are free! Now itis every man for 
himself. And the prison guards, seeing this, confi- 
dently say: "See, they always were beasts, always 
eager to be slaves.” 

"The writer Charlson Ong, іп an essay he 

enned some years back, wondered if Edsa 
fadni proven tobe ale, in the same manner that 
Marcos’ New Society was a lie. And yet he dared 
conclude: "But if Edsa does turn out to be a lie, 
then itis but the same lie lovers succumb to again 
and again. If it be fantasy, then it was at least our 
fantasy. To paraphrase some lines from Kahlil 
Gibran poetizing about pleasure: Edsa is a free- 
dom song, but it is not freedom, it is the blossom- 
ing of our desires but not their fruits.” 


Renny AC 
Gambling with life 


IT WAS A GLOOMY SATURDAY AND I WAS HOPING I 
would not be asked to help with the chores around the 
house. The last thing I wanted was to receive a text message 
that would worsen my already sullen mood. 

But there it was, a message forwarded by a close friend 
asking for prayers for those who had been killed in a stam- 
pede at the Ultra as they waited in line for an anniversary 
treat of a popular noontime show. It took minutes for the 
message to sink into 
my cluttered brain. 
Tm not usually like 
that, but the message. 
left me in shock for 
some time and all 1 
could do was stare at 
my cell phone and 
read the message 
over and over again. 

Later, I erased the 
text. 1 couldn't Ье 
lieve people could be so desperate as to risk their lives in the 
hope of winning a million even if there was a remote proba- 
bility of hitting the jackpot. I couldn't believe people could be 
fooled into believing that by joining a show, they would be 
freed from the claws of poverty and live comfortable lives. 

My parents have always taught me the value of hard work. 
We live in Sto. Nifio, a remote town in North Cotabao where 
farming is the people's main source of income. My father has 
to wake up as early as three o'clock in the morning to go to 
the field where for most of the day he works under the heat 
ofthe sun. He takes a break only to eat lunch, and then he re- 
sumes plowing the field until sunset. At the end of the day, he 
comes home with his clothes dirty as rags and his face red 
and swollen by the heat of the sun. He always complains of 
body aches that seem to torture him deep into the night. And 
we would apply liniments and massage his tired muscles to 
ease his pain. 

My mother is a teacher. She is assigned to a school some 
30 kilometers from where we live. She wakes up at the same 
time as my father, prepares breakfast, calls out to us to get 
out of bed and begins to deliver her daily sermon. More often 
than not, she arrives in school late. And she comes home late 
in the evening, bringing nothing but a tired face and a body 
that is close to collapse. 

T pity my parents, and it pains me to realize that I cannot 
extend any help to them. I hate the fact that they have to 
abuse their bodies so that they can earn the little that they 
get from their jobs. We are drowning in debt so that whatev- 
er they earn has already been spent long before they get their 
hands on the money. We can't even afford to eat in the fast- 
food outlets we have heard so much about and we can't go to 
town to watch movies. It has been years since we last entered. 
а shopping mall or a movie house as one family. 1 cannot 
even remember the last time anyone in our family celebrated 
a birthday. But as of now, all I can do is wish that we will sur- 
vive our pathetic situation and someday live in comfort. 

‘Tam in college now and I have left our home to pursue my 
education in the city. I don't have to massage my father when 
he comes home or hear my mother's daily sermon. But I 
know how hard they push themselves so that our family can 
eat and can study in the university. 

Teannot blame those people who think good life is а mat- 
ter of luck. I don't want to blame them if they continue to be- 
lieve that fate dictates what kind of life you live, and that 
there's little you can do to change it unless you stumble upon 
a potof gold. 

When the time comes for me to start a family of my own, 1 
want to make sure that I am well prepared to do so. I will 
make sure that my partner and 1 have jobs and that we have 
our own house. I want to be sure our children's future will be 
bright. I will spend money wisely so 1 wouldn't have to beg in 
order for ай of us to live. I will make sure that 1 can send my 
children to good schools so that they will acquire the skills 
needed in an increasingly competitive world. 1 will see to it 
that save enough so that I can retire in comfort. 

‘The dreams that were crushed at Ultra are the same hopes 
that are being crushed by the dire situation of our economy. 
‘The tragedy shows how much poverty has spread all over our 
land. Ifthe government had been more successful in bring- 
ing prosperity to our country, people wouldn't cling to the 
hope of bringing home from a noontime show a million pe- 
sos, or a house and lot or even just a tricycle. 

Twish people would come to their senses and realize that a 
television show is not а ticket out of poverty. A show might 
help the lucky ones, but people shouldn't look up to it as the 
only answer to their financial needs. Money that is not a 
product of one's sweat and perspiration is easily spent, but 
money earned through hard workis valued much more. 

Tknow that Lam greatly blessed that don't have to rely on. 
luckto secure my future. But Ihave to make good in my stud- 
ies so that success won't elude me for long. Each one of us 
hopes for the best life, but unless we work hard to get what 
we want we are not going to hit the jackpot. 


YouNc BLoop 


Maria Leni D. Oro 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Maria Leni D. Oro, 18, is а Chemical Engineering sophomore. 
at Notre Dame of Marbel University in Koronadal City. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTCRS: 


Send your contributions by етай to youngblood@ uir- 
ercom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in ог if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


Tuey Saip 


Fertile trail 

“Considering the gravity of this mind-boggling cor- 
ruption scheme and the reckless paper trail it left be- 
hind for everyone to see, I think it is now: incumbent up- 
‘on the Office of the Ombudsman to take over this case.” 
senate President Prank Drilon on the 728 milan ferie 
fuuism 


Barren truth 

*Now 1 realize why you could not tell the whole 
truth, partly because of the far-reaching implications 
of the sad truth, as confirmed by the admission of Bud- 
get Secretary Romulo Neri.” 
Z ormer Sen. Jovito Salonga, in his letter to the President, ex- 
pressing dismay over the government's admission that only PB. 
Fitton let ofthe P3-blion recovered Marcos wealth and that 
the iggest disbursements were made right before and immedi- 
ately after the 2004 clectons 


‘The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


‘The National Association of Philippine Newspapers 
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THIS REFERS TO THE COLUMN 
of Belinda Olivares-Cunanan, ti- 
tied “Shouldn't PET revision be 
the 'closure'?" (PDI, 2/16/06) 

Cunanan cited the claim of Ro- 
mulo Macalintal, counsel for Noli 
de Castro in the vice presidential 
electoral protest case, that "the 
PET [Presidential Electoral Tri- 
bunal] has so far found no signifi- 
cant anomaly in the ballots cast 
for the two top officials,” referring 
to President Macapagal-Arroyo 
and De Castro. 

‘On the contrary, in the retabula- 
tion of election returns before the 
PET, which has just started, my 
lawyers and representatives have 
found solid and multiple evidence 
of widespread electoral fraud in- 
volving the election returns from 
Cebu, Lanao del Sur and other 
provinces. 

The fraud became evident 
‘when the ballot boxes from Cebu 
and other provinces, which were 
retrieved from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, were found to con- 
tain fake and falsified election re- 
tums apparently substituted for 
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the genuine ones while in the cus- 
tody of Congress. Many other 
election returns covered by my 
electoral protest are missing. 

‘The PET has taken cognizance 
of this by requiring House officials 
in charge of the custody of the 
election returns to explain why 
many of the retums from protest- 
ed precincts were missing from 
the ballot boxes retrieved from 
them, and to produce those docu- 
ments for examination. 

My lawyers have also formally 
filed a motion with the PET to al- 
low them to compare the certified 
copies of election returns kept by 
the Commission on Elections and 
the National Movement for Free 
Elections to prove the spuriousness 
of the election returns retrieved 
from Congress. My lawyers believe 
that the genuine election retums 
were substituted with fake ones to 
cover up the massive electoral 
fraud in the 2004 polls. 

‘The retabulation of the election 
retums from the contested 
precincts in various parts of the 
country, particularly Cebu, will 
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PET review proves cheating 


definitely prove there was 
widespread cheating and fraud in 
the last elections, thus altering the 
genuine results of the vice presi- 
dential elections. 

1 am disappointed that Cu- 
nanan, a veteran journalist whom 
1 admire, should ignore a funda- 
mental rule of journalism—that 
both sides of a controversy should 
be quoted or cited to ensure fair- 
mess in reportage and commen- 
tary. I declare that the truth of the 
results of the last presidential and 
vice presidential elections has 
been suppressed and twisted, and 
that the truth has come out 
through my protest. 

appeal to media and the public 
not to be misled but to go by the 
hard evidence of this case which is 
of paramount interest to our peo- 
ple. 1 am convinced that, in the 
end, I will be vindicated and that 
truth will triumph. 

—LOREN LEGARDA, 
former senator, 

vice presidential candidate, 
Koalisyon ng Nagkakaisang 
Pilipino, 2004 elections. 


Sunshine articles; sunflower snacks made in RP? 


1 READ FRANK CIMATUS ARTI- 
de, "Garbage makes sunflowers 
glow” in the Inquinen’s Feb. 10 is- 
sue and I would like to commend 
and thank him for highlighting an- 
other success story in the country- 
side. 

May I request Cimatu to inform 
the Vigan City sunflower growers 
(if he has their contact num- 


bers/e-mail address) that there's a 
snack product made (in Malaysia) 
of sunflower seeds. It is very deli- 
cious! Perhaps, they can find a 
way to replicate this product or 
even improve on it. They can 
probably ask someone traveling to 
Malaysia to bring some samples. 
ТЇ also try to see if сап ask my 
Malaysian colleagues to send mea 


pack (if anyone of them is visiting 
Manila soon). 

T look forward to reading more 
articles of the kind Cimatu wrote. 
Many thanks to the INQUIRER, too! 

—MARY ANNE VELAS, 
CH2M Hill Philippines Inc., 
41/F Discovery Center, 

25 ADB Avenue, 

Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


Wrong values 
in TV shows 


WRONG VALUES WERE SHOW- 
CASED BY “Wowowee.” Its orga- 
nizers used the poor in order to 
gain. 

‘They promoted gambling. They 
enticed people with instant 
wealth, giving them the notion 
that "Wowowee" could be the an- 
wer to their poverty. 

Boycott this program and other 
similar shows. Let us teach Fil- 
ipinos to work hard and become 
self-reliant. 

—KRISTJOBN RUSTIA, 
ristjohn_rustia@yahoo.com 


IF you have any complaints, 
‘grievances or suggestions about 
the treatment of news and photos 
by the Inquirer, you may write to 
the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine 
Daily inquirer, Chino Roces Av- 
елше, corner Yague and Mascar- 
do Streets, City of Makati or send 
a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897- 
4794, or e-mail readersadvocate 
@inguireccom.ph 

Writers of letters to the edi- 
tor are requested to include 
their complete address and tele- 
phone or pager number or e- 
‘mail address for verification 
purposes. The inquirer will not 
publish any letter unless such 
information is supplied. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 200€ 


Legislate national policy on AIDS 


WHILE IT 15 GOOD TO KNOW 
that the Catholic Church and the 
government have expressed con- 
cern over the alarming rise of 
HIV/AIDS cases in the country 
and have pledged to launch a pre- 
ventive campaign, efforts by oth- 
er sectors to address the 
HIV/AIDS problem through the 
promotion of artificial family 
planning methods, specifically 
theuse of condoms, should not be 
derailed. 

Fr. Robert Vitillo, Caritas Inter- 
national’s special advisor on 
HIV/AIDS, said the Church will 
maintain its traditional teaching 
on sexual abstinence outside of 
marriage and fidelity to one part- 
ner, choosing to take "the long 
route of educating the public” as 
its strategy. Although he gave as- 
surance that such should not pre- 
vent the government from com- 
ing up with other measures to ad- 
dress the spread of the disease, 
the use of condom as a major 
strategy for reducing HIV infec- 
tion remains a controversial issue 
vehemently opposed by some sec- 
tors. 

Recent reports have put the 
mumber of HIV/AIDS cases at 
11,200 last year from only 6,000 
in 2002. According to the De- 
partment of Health, this sharp 
increase has largely been at- 
tributed to mobile clients of sex 
workers. 

For his part, Health Secretary 
Francisco Duque Ш has warned 
of an “epidemic explosion” in 
just a few years or decades. The 
‘same warning was issued by his 
predecessor, Manuel Dayrit, 


during his time. 

We cannot say, though, that we 
do not have concrete policies to 
decisively address the problem, 
The Philippine AIDS Prevention 
and Control Act of 1998 institutes 
a nationwide HIV/AIDS informa- 
tion and education program, 
monitoring systems, and a mul 
sectoral National AIDS Council to 
oversee an integrated and com- 
prehensive approach № 
HIV/AIDS prevention and con- 
trol. However, the government's 
pandering to religious objections 
хо condom use has perilously pre- 
vented it from fully implement- 
ing the policy. This is a classic ex- 
ample of a national policy al- 
ready in place but lacking in im- 
plementation. 

But more than the implementa- 
tion of policies specific to the 
HIV/AIDS problem is the equally 
important need to legislate a na- 
tional policy on reproductive 
health, providing both men and 
women equal access to prevention 
and care services, and the children 
orphaned by the disease the need- 
ed support. 

‘The HIV/AIDS problem isa gar- 
gantuan catastrophe waiting to 
happen. And itis bound to happen 
unless we do something realistic 
aboutit. 

—RAMON SAN PASCUAL, 
executive director, 

Philippine Legislators’ 
Committeeon 
Population and Development 
Foundation Inc. (PLCPD), 

Rm. 611 Northwing Bldg., 
House of Representatives, 
Batasan Complex, Quezon City 


Disincentive to prospective investors 


А public service of First Gen Corporation 
ADVT 


Ue] Find out who 


IT ALARMS US TO HEAR SO-CALLED INVEST- 
ment consultants badgering the government to 
stampede into а fire sale of the generation assets 
of the National Power Corp. The badgering di- 
verts public attention from what ails the power 
industry. 

The government's failure to open up Meral- 
соз stranglehold on the electricity market—70 
percent of Luzon, 60 percent nationwide—is 
the disincentive to prospective buyers of 
Napocor power plants. Where will the more ef- 
ficient producers sell their power in a market 
where the monopoly distributor (Meralco) is 
willing to pay a higher generation rate to a sis- 
ter company (First Generation), despite the 
availability of cheap and excess power from 
Napocor? 

If we are to fix the power industry, this is 
where we should start: make sure that the effi- 
cient plants are dispatched first, and the cap- 
tive customers pay only for the cheapest sup- 
ply available in the market. 

‘Confusion in the industry is not helped at all 
by an ill-disguised power-grab by the propo- 
ments and sponsors of Executive Order No. 
474, which creates a Philippine Strategic, Oil, 
Gas, Energy Resources and Power Infrastruc- 
ture Office (Psogerpio), supposedly to address 
a looming power crisis and to attract investors 
in a Napocor fire sale. 


Before we think of reinventing the wheel 
amd creating new offices with kilometric 
names (but with vague and short-sighted man- 
dates), let us make sure that the present con- 
sumer safeguards work. We need a third wheel 
їп power like we need to pay for electricity we 
did not even consume. 

Incidentally, the market reception of the 
First Generation IPO, which fell far short of its 
twice-scaled-down valuation, was reportedly 
cold because of the delayed privatization of 
Napocor assets. true, then there is indeed po- 
etic justice 

Finally, before the government puts those 
power plants on the auction block, it should 
first determine the equity of consumers in 
those assets, as а consequence of the PPA 
charges. (Remember, the obnoxious PPA 
charges have cost captive electricity con- 
sumers an arm and a leg.) For all we know, 
consumers may already own those assets in 
the light of Napocor's mere 5-percent equity. 
‘And under open access or an open market, we 
could supply ourselves with our own cheap 
power. 

—PETE L. ILAGAN, 

president, National Association 

of Electricity Consumers for Reforms, 
10 Bayside Court Compound, 

680 Quirino Ave., Tambo, Parañaque City 
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INQUIRER southern Lu 


By Madonna Virola 
City of Calapan 


“WHE CHINESE-FILIPINOS’ 
pervasive presence in Orien- 
tal Mindoro is felt not only in 

the business sector but also in those 
whose lives they have touched. As 
individuals or as a group, the Tsi- 
noys have made a difference in the 
life of others in the province. 

Manilyn Manigbas, a city education officer, 
recounts that during the floods in Calapan in 
December 2005, the Chinese-Filipino Cham- 
ber of Commerce was among the first to pro- 
vide an efficient relief assistance. 

Paulina Magnaye remembers losing her en- 
tire family, including her husband and four 
children, to the 1994 floods in Bucayao River. 

To this day, she has not forgotten the face of 
the Chinese who offered his arms and saved 
her from getting drowned in that incident. “I 
am very grateful to that Chinese, whose name 
Tdon'teven know," she said. 


Selfless 

Giving has enriched his soul, said Jan Ong, 
who has quietly initiated a scholarship fund 
fora group of mothers called “Inangs.” 

“They really need support because they are 
more determined to finish school, given that 
they have a family of their own,” he said of the 
mothers housed at the back of the Mangyan 
Mission office in the city 

‘An expert in water studies, Ong has served 
the Mangyan folk for many decades and is a 
Ten Outstanding Young Men awardee for 
community service. 

As a gesture of his solidarity with the 
Mangyan, he dons a g-string in some of his 
treks to the mountain. 

Ong has trained communities in Calapan on 
the use of the geo-positioning system in map- 
ping their ancestral lands and mining sites 

"Many scholarships are for non-married in- 
dividuals,” he noted, 


Rescuers 
asked: Don’t 
stop digging 


By Delfin Mallari Jr. 
Lucena City 


NE OF THE SURVIVORS OF 

acollapsed building during 

the 2004 calamity in north- 
ern Quezon has appealed to search 
and rescue groups not to lose hope 
and continue searching for sur- 
vivors in Barangay Guinsaugon, St. 
Bernard town in Southern Leyte. 

“I broke into tears when I first saw the tele- 
vision footages. I can feel the hopelessness 
and desperation of those persons beneath the 
mud especially the cries of anguish of the chil- 
dren. I've been in that kind of pitiful situation 
before,” said Maria Tamares. She stopped try- 
ing to contain her tears. 

“God will help them (landslide vietims) sur- 
vive just like the way He helped us stay alive,” 
Tamares, 50, said in a phone interview from 
her house in Barangay Tignoan, Real, Quezon. 

At the height of the storm on the evening of 
Nov. 29, 2004, more than a hundred villagers 
sought shelter inside the two-story Repador 
building, thinking it could protect them from 
the swelling flood. 

But an avalanche of mud and water from 
the hilly portion across the road knocked the 
structure down and buried all the occupants. 

Tamares, along with her 3-year-old grand- 
daughter Stella Marie and two other boys, 
were saved by rescuers 10 days after. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo called the res- 
cue a "miracle." 

For 10 days, the survivors spent every 
minute in the wet and dark space only half a 
meter high and just enough for them to lie 
down. 

There was no food but the four sur- 
vived—on prayers and water that the chil- 
dren collected from a plastic pai. 

‘The first sight of the television footage on 
the landslide in the farming village of Guin- 
saugon in St, Bernard immediately made 
Melvin Sur, father of Stella Marie, cry as he 
embraced his daughter. 

"T see myself in the worried, desperate 
faces of the families of the landslide victims. 1 
сап feel their present agony while they wait 
for any bit of news in hopes that their loved 
ones will be pulled out alive, The wait is tor- 
menting,” he said, 

“During those agonizing moments, there 
‘was no one we could turn to except Сой, And 
Tm sure, those presently trapped beneath the 
‘mountain of mud in St. Bernard have also 
been praying hard. Their prayers will help 

them, just trust the Lord," Tamares said. 

Upon learning of the St, Bemard tragedy, 
‘Tamares immediately lit a candle and offered 
prayers for the landslide victims of St. Bernard, 


ACROSS THE NATION 


businessmen to Sabel. 


But Ong has found a way to help the “un- 
married” get an education. For instance, he 
has linked Sabel Taywan, ап Alangan- 
Mangyan, with Charity First Foundation Inc. 
(СЕРІ), a Quezon City-based group composed 
mostly of Tsinoy businessmen 


Charity first 

“Inever thought I could take up an education. 
course because of our poverty," related Sabel. 

More than the material resources they do- 
nate, CFFI members are involved in ће pro- 
jects, the scholarship program among them, 
where seminars providing skills and inculcat- 
ing values are integrated. 

Sabel attended one of these seminars called 
“Emerging the Hero from Within,” to give her 
the right framework in realizing her dreams. 

"Success cannot be attained if values are 
rotten,” said Bonifacio Co, one of CFFIS 
founders. 

Families of scholars are carefully 
screened, with CFFI members visiting them 
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in the mountains. 

“Because most of their problems are [fami- 
ly-related], we really talk with the parents 
during the screening,” added Co. 

Parents of the scholars also get to attend 
seminars in Manila, with travel guides provid- 
ed by CFFI, so they could understand their 
children's goal of getting an education. 

Cristina Guarde, a BS Social Work student 
in St. Bridget’s College in Batangas, is another 
Mangyan CFFI scholar. 

"p would have been impossible for me to 
reach college without CFFI whose values forma- 
tion program I find so encouraging,” she said. 

Since it started in 2001, the foundation has 
awarded scholarships to more than 300 stu- 
dents all over the country. 

Almost 80 scholars have graduated, 15 of 
them cum laudes, at the University of the Philip- 
pines, Technological University of the Philip- 
pines, Polytechnic University of the Philippines 
and Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila. 

The CFFI has also initiated "Sagip Ngipin, 
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Editor Jun Bandayrel 
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Helping Mindoreíios help themselves 


Ngiting Kayganda" dental program, one of 
which was held in Silang, Cavite with the co- 
operation of the Adventist University in 2004. 

It has also conducted а reconstructive 
surgery mission for indigent patients with 
cleft palate and one of these was "Sponsor a 
Smile" in Albay in 2004. 

Other services have included providing 
cataract operations and conducting a cam- 
paign on waste management. 


Beyond dole-out 

CFFI was organized four years ago when the 
members, who were meeting almost every 
night for a year in Dean's Street Café in Quezon 
City realized they should go beyond dole-out. 

“We realized it was not enough to provide 
relief to calamity-stricken areas. It would be 
better if we went to the far-flung and inacces- 
sible areas ourselves,” Boni said. 

From 8-10 core group members, they are 
now about 30 active members. Some found- 
ing members belong to Tzu Chi, a Buddhist 
group that practices compassion. 

CFFI believes in the core values of harmo- 
ny humility, helpfulness and honesty. 

"^ admire their generosity of going beyond 
themselves, which means giving back while 
they're on top," said Harvey Keh, executive di- 
rector (on leave) of Pathways Foundation, 
one of СЕЁТ$ partner organizations with their 
scholars’ community at the Payatas dumping 
site, also being served by Pathways. 

CFFI helps people help themselves and is 
also a trustee of people who want to share 
their resources. 

“For only 2,400 per month, interested 
donors can support a college student while 
for P10,000 a month, a cataract patient can 
have a vision,” added Boni. 

When asked by scholars how they can pay 
back, CFFI says: "Finish your education and 
follow your dreams." 

“And we don’t actually feel we're giving 
much because the learning that we get is hun- 
dredfold. We actually receive more in terms of 
happiness and peace of mind. Its very diffi- 
cult to quantify" said Boni. 
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ILL] Karpintero 


Iba't-ibang mukha, kwento at estado; may mga sakit na hypertension, diabetes o 
mataas na cholesterol. Alaga ng gamot na abot-kaya at epektibo. 


PHARMACOECONOMICS 


Get well wisely. 


A division of 


Para sa karagdagang impormasyon, kumunsulta sa doktor o tumawag sa hotline: 
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1-800-10-6-HEALTH (432584) * Direct Line: 637-4890 
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GMA urged: Stop rape of Sierra Madre 


L an d sl i di e fe ear fe Orces LUCENA CITY—MEMBERS OF THE PROVINCIAL newly cut trees, mostly hard. He did not elaborate. 


т wood species. On Monday, after admitting that 
board of Quezon urged President Macapagal-Ar- тһе DENR has dared us to che una cating of tres wai back 


Z amb 0 folk s evacu ation royo to order a stop to the continued destruction prove жос = ep а роя оу 
A ч Zing isback. This video мий ке] шз fice could not do anything because 
sce xus Мене ааа. 207 980 Demosthenes елка, DENR officials in Manila issued log- 

= 7 z аат е officials made the appeal af- е people in Leyte,” Alcala saic deputy coordinator of the Social ging permits in the Sierra Madre. 
поша a EXIIT Н] ter watching video footage of ille- While the video footage was be- Action Center of Infanta. But Principe reiterated the 
P ETE COND gallogging in the mountain range. ing shown, Pr Pete Montallana, Antonio Principe, DENR regional DENR position that what was 
Mena dp Bio рунан “President Arroyo should order chairofTskRomeSemaMedrei executive director, said he castigated found in Sierra Madre was a sim. 
Bayog, Zamboanga del Sur to evacu- Pana 1» 7 Gore an immediate investigation to stop fanta, appealed to the board mem- Emrich Borja, DENR Quezon chief, ple case of timber poaching” and 

ee, Zam eS Nee ees this despicable activity She should bers to help the people in Real-infan- for pinning the blame on Manila- not “ilegal logging.” 

a eater . “рь also revoke all logging permits in teneri Nakar area sop the con- based environment officials. “Logging operation involves 
ctor of the ре buen ESE So Mau" 7—7 the area,” Board Member Vicente tinuous destruction of themountain, — "Thats wrong. He (Penro Вог. the use of heavy equipment and 
eere E ES SURIGAO Marhatag Alcala said in a privilege speech. "The video footage was taken lest ja) should not free himself from construction of roads. Apparent- 
c e rem DELSUR ch Agustin "We should all work together week by three Ара tbe members any responsibility as if were not ly, what have been discovered 
шо Balabag fn the village of | awe А o here to avoid another deadly disas- and a representative from фе coordinating with each other. He were incidents of timber poach- 
in Sitio Balabag inthe village of | SR $ Span ter like what we have experienced Catholic Church inside Siera Madre. knows everything. He should not ing," hesaid. Delfin Mallari Jr, 

Dipara ta DS ы 5 ? and is now being experienced by Featured in the footage were absolve himself,” Principe said. PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


р З 3 
The decision to evacuate was || raise, AE | А n 
тиса a mening hl ed S Travel on landslide-prone highway banned 


ter coordinating council, Adobosaid. || e" i^ Taiwanese 
Оп Feb. 18, five people were killed — CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—THE  inDecember2004,Kilingfvepeo- lies living along the critical por- 1) d 
OE if: were buried n based environmental organization, Department of Public Works and ple, three of whom were DPWH tions of the Pampanga Rivers release 
mud when a landslide hit а small- said illegal miners cannot be forced to Highways continued to enforce personnel clearing ће road. Arnedo Dike. 
scale mining area in Sitio Balabag. leave the area because of politicians. the travel ban along the Aurora The DPWH maintained the ban Aquino said families needed to 
А area in So ООО Sesi- "Arpon also urged the govem- side of the Bongabon (Nueva Eci- afterweatherexpersdeemedthe be moved out when water over- 
dents in Sitio Balabag, but only 40 ment to cancel all exploration ja)-Baler Highway as ‘mild rains countrys eastern seaboard, flows from the river, which is the 
families are living іп the slopes. permits given to mining firms. hit the area. where Aurora is located, to be main drainer of 30 rivers in Cen- 
Zamboanga del Sur is notin- “The onslaught of La Niña pos- Ramon Aquino, DPWH direc- vulnerable to stronger and de- tral Luzon. Recent floods sent wa- 
cluded in the Mines and Geo- es great danger to communities tor in Central Luzon, said they structive typhoons because ofthe ters as deep as 10 feet in San Luis 
sciences Bureau's list of 10 land- where there are mining opera- were issuing the advice early to La Niña weather phenomenon. town, the provincial disaster coor- 
slide-prone provinces. tions,” Arpon said. prevent loss of lives along the Aquino said commuters should dinating council's data showed. 
But Adobo said he directed his In Surigao del Sur, the MGB highway’s 61. 2km landslide- take the safer Pantabangan-Canili The Department of Education, 
mentoassessifthereareareasinthe has listed 50 barangays in 15 prone sections. Road on their way to Aurora. according to Aquino, has been 
region which are prone to боой and towns as landslide-prone areas. “Definitely, travel is not al- He said the DPWH has also re- asked to identify schools that are 
landslides that are not in the list. Alilo Ensomo Jr, MGB director lowed,” said Aquino. leased P10 million for the desilt- safe for temporary refuge. 
‘Milabel Alia, local environment for the Caraga, said in a letter to Various hills there have been ing of the Santo Tomas River and Mitigating floods took a notch 
and natural resources officer said Gov. Vicente Pimentel Jz. that the left bare by the landslides in 2004 the raising of the Maculeul Bridge up in the DPWH priority after 
miners cannot be given a permit list was based on previous assess- and 2005 and some concrete por- in San Felipe, Zambales. President Macapagal-Arroyo last 
to operate because Zamboanga ments made by the MGB. tions of the road have eroded Last year’s lahar flows left the week ordered the agency to study 
Mineral Corp. and the Toronto Ensomo sad the vilagesare in the grounds underneath, he said on bridge with a zero freeboard. The the river systems of Cagayan Val- 
‘Ventures Inc. are currently hold- towns of Barobo, Bayabas, Bislig, Tuesday bridge is the link to the province's ley and Mt. Pinatubo, he said. 
ing permits to explore the area. Cagwait, Cantilan, Carmen, Carras- ‘The Villa Maria segment in northern towns and Pangasinan. The agency, he said, was given 
‘Alia said illegal miners contin- cal, Cortes, Lanuza, Lingig, Mahi- Maria Aurora town is particularly In Pampanga, the DPWH and six months to complete the study 
ued id her erations because hatag, San Agustin, San Miguel, Tago dangerous as two rivers bound the Rep. Anna York Bondoc have be- for a “holistic flood-mitigating 
Medic mopthem. ^. andiindag Michael Sarcaugaand area. Floodwaters and mountain gun scouting a site for an evacua- program in those areas. Tonette 
Rudy Arpon of Earthlink, а Church- Bert Pacate, ‘PDI Mindanao Bureau debris washed out the bridge there tion center for some 1,000 fami- Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CAMP OLIVAS, PAMPANGA— 
Policemen on Wednesday res- 
cued in Cabangan, Zambales, 
a Taiwanese couple abducted 
at the Ninoy Aquino Interna- 
tional Airport on Monday. 

The rescue of Liu Kou-Shi, 
56, and Liu Hoduan Chin, 
59, came after they jumped 
out of the window of a 
house that the suspects һай 
rented at the Galinato Beach 
Resort їп Cabangan, said 
Chief Supt. Alejandro La- 
pinid, Central Luzon police 
director. 

Lapinid said the Шш 
sought the help of Genaro 
Ofunda, barangay captain of 
Felmida-Diaz, at 6:30 a.m. 
Wednesday. Tonette Orejas, 

l Luzon Desk 
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IROPERIY HOLDINGS CORA 


Champaca Street, Mindanao Avenue, Quezon City. Lcid 


Just 8 Minutes from the MRT SM North terminal. ТЕХТ: 0917-812-РРНС (7742) 


From Makati take EDSA upon reaching SM City North turn right then left to Mindanao Ave. Сай our Load Mera d Accus: 
pass Congressional-Tandang Sora Ave. turn right at Champaca St. (across HBC SPLASH) Boomland Realty: 939-7338 


Granwood Roalty: 920-8584 
For a Myr. Maximum 500K НОМЕ Loan Value. Prices and project specifications are subject to change without prior notice. 
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Tondo gang suspects face slay charges 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


MURDER CHARGES HAVE BEEN FILED 
against 17 men, with ages ranging from 
25 years old and below, for allegedly 
killing a man in Tondo, Manila last year. 
National Bureau of Investigation In- 
terpol Supervising Agent Dominador 
Villanueva Ш said yesterday that the 
suspects, most of whom live їп Tondo, 
are members of the True Blue Style 
Gang. "The suspects, mostly aged 25 


and below, are mostly out of school 
youth and relatives of policemen and 
barangay officials," the NBI official 
said, adding that the alleged group 
leader, Virgilio Cuevas Jr, is reported- 
lyacriminology student. 

The group had been “а serious com- 
munity problem" for the past three 
years, terrorizing their neighbor 
through constant gang wars, Villanue- 
va said. The charges against the sus- 
pects were filed in the Manila City 


Prosecutor's Office. 

An investigation by the NBI Interpol 
Division headed by Regional Director 
Ricardo Diaz showed that the suspects 
killed Noel Villagracia, 41, of Baran- 
gay Obrero, Tondo on Nov. 17, 2005. 

Villagracia and three companions 
were walking on Limay Street when 
they chanced upon the suspects, Sens- 
ing that a gang war was about to erupt 
between the True Blue Style group 
and a rival gang, Villagracia warned 


the suspects from pushing through 
with their plan. 

This reportedly offended the True 
Blue members who allegedly shot Vil- 
lagracia with .38 caliber revolvers, an 
NBI report said. One suspect, identi- 
fied as Romeo Gemzon Jr. then al- 
legedly took out a sword and slashed 
the victim’s throat, the report added. 

The victim was rushed to the Chi- 
nese General Hospital where he was, 
declared dead on arrival. 


No bombs found at DILG building after 2 calls 


ByD] Yap 


TWO BOMB THREATS THAT TURNED 
out to be hoaxes were reported at the 
Department of Interior and Local Gov- 
ernment (DILG) building in Quezon 
City yesterday. 

‘The threats allegedly came from the 
same group, the Young Officers Union 


of the New Generation (YOUNG), that 
claimed responsibility for the blast 
which occurred in Malacafiang on Feb. 
20. 

According to Edsel Estellena, an ex- 
ecutive assistant at the Office of the 
DILG Secretary, he received a call from 
а man at 11:45 a.m. telling him that 
there was a bomb in the building. 


"This is YOUNG Alyansa. Vacate the 
building in 10 minutes. A bomb will ex- 
plode,” the man told him before he 
hung up, Estellena told reporters. 
Estellena quickly relayed the infor- 
mation to DILG watchmen who called 
in the explosives and ordinance divi- 
sion of the Quezon City Police District. 
‘At 12:40 p.m., police Insp. Arnulfo 


Franco said his men found no suspi- 
cious materials in the building and de- 
dared it was safe for the employees to 
return to their posts. 

Another bomb threat was called in аг 
1:15 p.m. by a Captain Maglaya who al- 
so identified himself as a member of the 
Alyansa YOUNG. Like the first one, the 
threat turned out to be a hoax. 


www, sountexcart 


Sexual harassment at DOJ 


DESPITE THEIR HIGH EDUCATION, SOME 
men don’t care about the consequences of 
their inappropriate behavior. 

A woman prosecutor assigned at the office 
of Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez has com- 
plained about being sexually harassed by an- 
other prosecutor. Olivia V. Non, who holds the 
rank of state prosecutor I, claims that Prose- 
cuting Attorney Alexander Q. Suarez grabbed 
her, tried to kiss her on the lips and touched 
her left breast on Feb. 8, 2006. 

Моп holds a higher position than Suarez in 
the DOJ totem pole. 

Ina letter to Secretary Gonzalez, Non said 
that a few days after that incident took place 
in her office, she received several text mes- 
sages on her cellular phone. 

The woman prosecutor quoted some of the 
messages, thus: “Hi, U at home? Alam n b ni 
RG mga secrets mo (Does Raul Gonzalez 
know your secrets)? Wag ka nang magmalin- 
is. Dami mong sabit. Quiet ka lang sis (Don't 
pretend to be clean. You have many short- 


ON TARGET 


Ramon Tulfo 


comings. Just keep quiet, sis).” 

“Ssbog white pper tungkol sau. Lahat ng ba- 
sura libas namin. (A white paper will be writ- 
ten about you. We will expose all your 
garbage.) Non said the messages were sent 
through cellular phone no. 0921-5233627. 

Secretary Gonzalez had better act on Nonis 
complaint so outsiders would not say that 
sexual harassment is tolerated in the Depart- 
ment of Justice. 

‘The Senate committee has forwarded to 
the Office of the Ombudsman the results of 
its investigation into the alleged misuse of 


Makati rallies under tight watch 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


THE SOUTHERN POLICE DISTRICT (SPD) 
yesterday activated Task Group Ayala, а 
group of policemen tasked to watch over ral- 
lies commemorating Edsa 1 in Makati City, un- 
til Saturday. 

“Task Group Ayala was created purposely 
for the celebration of Edsa I. This is composed 
of policemen from all stations within the SPD 
area of responsibility” said Supt. Felipe 
Napoles Jr, Makati Police Department opera- 
tions chief. 

Members of the task group include the Spe- 
cial Weapons and Tactics unit, the Civil Dis- 
turbance Management contingent and intelli- 
gence operatives 

Napoles said only two events are scheduled 
tomorrow—a march along Ayala Avenue and 
a wreath-laying ceremony at the Ninoy 
‘Aquino Monument. Both were organized by 
Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay who also heads 
the United Opposition. 

“Traffic along Ayala Avenue, from Gil Puyat 


to Paseo de Roxas, will be closed starting at 
noon to give way to the wreath-laying cere- 
mony, A section of Paseo de Roxas, from Dela 
Rosa to Sedeno Street, will also be closed to 
vehicles. The roads will be reopened after the 
event. 

Personalities who played a role in Edsa 1 
are expected to attend the event, including 
former President Corazon Aquino. 

Napoles said no other organization has ap- 
plied for a permit to hold a rally in Makati, al- 
though the police were expecting other 
groups to hold protests in the area without in- 
forming City Hall. 

‘Should this happen, the police have been 
ordered to implement the calibrated preemp- 
tive response (CPR) policy. 

Napoles said Task Group Ayala will be dis- 
banded as soon as the rallies commemorating 
Edsa 1 are over. 

‘The entire Makati police force, however, 
will remain on full alert, along with other po- 
lice districts in Metro Manila, amid reports of 
a coup threat. 


METROBRIEFS | 


What made their job harder was the presence of 
residents who crowded the narrow alleys in the 
area, carrying their television sets, washing ma- 
chinas and clothes to safety. 


Edsa heroes honored 


7 THE MANILA government yesterday unveiled a 


‘memorial marker to honor the city’s martyrs who 
strove to restore freedom and democracy during 
the Marcos dictatorship that was toppled by the 
first Edsa People Power Revolt 20 years ago. The 
“Dambana ng Kabayanihan" marker was unvelled 
at the Polytechnic University of the Philippines in 
Sta. Mesa, Manila where hundreds of militant 
students were arrested and detained following 
the declaration of martial law. Part of the marker's 
inscription reads: "Nawa'y magsilbi itong paalala 
sa mga susunod na henerasyon na ang 
Demokrasya ay ipinagtatanggol at ipinaglalaban.” 
(Let this serve as a reminder to tuture genera- 
tions that Democracy should be defended and 
fought for). "This is Manila's way of celebrating 
‘our own Edsa heroes,” said Mayor Lito Atienza, 
who led the ceremony. 

Tina G. Santos 


Woman killed in fire 

 AWOMAN was killed while P2-million worth of 
property was lost in a fire caused by an unattend- 
fd candle In Mandaluyong City Tuesday night. 
Aniana Diameda, 73, was killed in the three-hour 
fire at a crowded community in Barangay Pobla- 
clon, FO2 Victorio Tablay told the Іноллєя. Some 
residents n tha area were already sleeping when 
the fire broke out at 10:30 p.m. Inside the house 
rented by Dionito and Angela Alipaste. Because 
most of the houses in the government-owned lot 
Were made of light materias, the fre quickly 


‘fe spread, FO2 Marcos Cabiso said. Fire fighters fi 


nally managed to put aut the blaze at 12°55 а m. 


Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


SLEx rerouting set 

PARTS of the Sales Interchange on the South 
Luzon Expressway (SLEx) will be closed to mo- 
torists from 11 p.m. to 4 ат. Monday to 
Wednesday next week, the PNCC Skyway Cor- 
poration (PSC) announced yesterday. On Mon- 
day, northbound motorists headed to Pasay 
City should take the Sales Bridge toward Vil 
lamor Air Base while traffic to Makati and Mani- 
ta will be diverted to Pasong Тато Extension. 
On Tuesday, northbound trafic going to Pasay 
City will be rerouted to С-5 Road and Sales 
Bridge to Villamor Air Base. Makati and Manila- 
bound motorists, on the other hand, should 
take the East Service Road to Pasong Tamo Ex- 
tension while motorists headed to Mandaluy- 
‘ong and Pasig cities should use the С-5 Road. 
On Wednesday, southbound motorists from 
Pasay City should pass through the West Ser- 
vica Road to Bicutan while those coming from 
the Magallanes area will be rerouted to the 
Sales Loop to the East and West Service Roads 
toward Bicutan. Romerico Reganit, PSC vice 
president, sald the traffic rerouting was sched- 
led to give way to work on the Department of 
Public Works and Highways" flyover project In 
the Sales area. Traffic enforcers wili be de- 
ployed and appropriate signs will be installed In. 
Strategic areas to assist motorists, he added. 


Jocelyn. Uy 


P724 million in funds under the farm and 
implements program of the Department оѓ 
Agriculture. 

rs high time everybody held his peace 
until the Office of the Ombudsman has con- 
cluded its investigation and filed appropri- 
ate charges in court, if warranted. 

On the other hand, it's time that the main 
subject of the inquiry—former Agriculture Un- 
dersecretary Jocelyn ‘JocsJoc” Bolante—came 
оте to face the music, so to speak. 

I may not really like the way Bolante 
looks. He could be more corrupt than some 
involved in shenanigans in this government 
for all I care. But my feelings don't, and 
shouldn't count. Bolante could be guilty as 
sin. But judgment must be withheld until his 
side in the sordid affair is heard. 

All this, in the interest of fairness and in 
the fulfillment of the time-honored legal 
precept of presuming the innocence of an 
accused until proven otherwise. 

Nothing more, nothing less. 
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Your Bank of Choice 


A STATEMENT FROM THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE BOARD 


22 February 2006 


way out. 


known for. 


CORAZON S. DE LÁ PAZ 


Chairperson of the Board 
Equitable PCI Bank 


upgraded ratings from two international 


To Our Valued Clients and Friends, 


Thank you for making us your Bank of Choice! 


1 would like to take this opportunity to address you, our loyal clients and friends, and to 
thank you for your continued trust and patronage of Equitable PCI Bank. In the meeting 
of the Bank's Board of Directors last February 21, 2006, my fellow Directors unanimously 
gifted me with their vote of confidence and elected me as Chairperson of the Board. 

I thank my fellow Directors for this generous show of support and | am confident that the 
Board will continue to be united in pursuing the Bank's objectives. | gratefully accept this 
responsibility and | assure all our clients, our employees, and the various stakeholders of 
Equitable PCI Bank that | will exert all efforts to ensure and protect their interests. Ever 
since | took over the leadership of the Social Security System in 2001, | have been determined 
to introduce reforms in the System and to ensure its long-term viability. І would like to 
believe that my being President of the SSS coupled with my experience as Chairman and 
Senior Partner of one of the largest public accounting firms in the country have equipped 
me to provide a focused and transparent leadership at Equitable PCI Bank. Since | am a 
non-executive Chairman, the Bank will continue to be run by its Management Team which 
has enabled it to progress under a professional environment. 


Equitable PCI Bank has made tremendous strides in its operating and financial performance 
in the past several years. Recently, the Bank reported a 30% improvement in net income 
for 2005 based on unaudited financial statements. The Bank continues to progress under 
an improving economy with a government focused on economic reforms. Our national 
leadership led by President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo has shown the way through strong 
political will and a steeled determination for our economy to move forward. Our recent 

I credit rating agencies and CALPERS have evidenced 
the upward trend that could not have been achieved had our President taken the easy 


| would like to end this message by again thanking all of you for your continued support 
for Equitable PCI Bank and | assure you that we continue to be ready in providing you and 
the banking public with the excellent and responsive service that we have been 
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Rising far above sea level and nestled in the foothills of 
the world-class San Lazaro Leisure Complex, is a most 
prestigious gated community called Canyon Ranch. 


Located only 25 minutes away from Makati, this California Ranch Style development showcases beautiful homes with 
impressive split-level configurations, expansive balconies that offer an unparalleled view of the breathtaking natural 
surroundings and a perpetually cool and breezy climate completely unique to its location. 


Winner of the Philippine Marketing Excellence Award for Most 
Outstanding Private Residential Community in 2005, Canyon Ranch 
is the first ever horizontal development from Century Properties, 
recipient of the prestigious Global Excellence Award 2005 for Most 
Outstanding Philippine Real Estate Company. 


And while Canyon Ranch continues to rise far above the competition, 
unbeatable prices and payment plans ensure that you can own your 
dream home today. 


75% sold in less than a year! 


Make the award winning choice. Call us now! 


818-9025 • 893-7050 
0915-700-2000 


www.canyonranch.com.ph 


DAMING DIRECTIONS TO CANYON RANCH TAKE SOUTH EXPRESSWAY + 
'EXT AT CARMONA: TURN RIGHT ON GOVERNORS DAVE. 
ENTER SAN LAZARO LEISURE PARK - FOLLOW SIGNS TO CANYON RANCH 


$ t 
UM дора Excelence Award 2005 Phutppine Business Excelence Award 


Most Outstanding Phlkppine Real Estate Fim ЭР Most Outstanding Nanonal Developer 2005 


Zentury Properties Group МНА Ceniury Proparties Group 
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We see things a century ahead. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2006 


ByPDI Research 
Midnight 


Thousands heed Jaime Cardinal Sin's and 
also Butz' call over Radio Veritas to gather 
around Camps Aguinaldo and Crame and 
protect rebels led by Defense Minister Juan 
Ponce Enrile, Armed Forces Vice Chief of 
Staff Gen. Fidel Ramos and Reform the 
‘Armed Forces Movement (RAM). 

Metropolitan Command head Maj. Gen. 
Prospero Olivas tells President Marcos he is 
incapable of dispersing crowds at Edsa. He 
also defles Marcos order to call Army com- 
mander Maj. Gen. Josephus Ramas for rein- 
forcements. 


lam. 
Marcos presents on government Channel 4 
alleged assassin Maj. Saulito Aromin. 


1:45 a.m. 


Supreme Court Justice Nestor Alampay re- 
signs. 


Зат. 
AFP chief Fabian Ver gathers his men in Fort. 
Bonifacio and appoints Ramas, his protégé, 
tolead assault on Aguinaldo and Crame. 
Enrile urges Aquino to announce her gov- 
ernmentas duly elected President. Sin goes 
оп air to ask Marcos and Ver not to use vio- 
lence. 


4am. $ 
In Washington, US Secretary of State 3 
George Shultz assembles a few of his men, 
including former Ambassador to the Philip- 
pines Michael Armacost, to come up with а 
firm policy on the Philippines. 


5:30am. 
Marcos loyalist troops destroy Radio Veri- 
tas’ transmitter in Bulacan, limiting its reach. 


THE PEOPLE 


to Luzon. 

Marine commander Gen. Artemio Tadiar 
is stunned to learn that Ramas, who has lit- 
tie combat experience, has been assigned to 
lead attack on rebels. Tadiar and his men аге 

standing guard in Malacafiang, 

‘Aquino, still in Cebu, turns down Assem- 
blyman Ramon Mitra's offer to bring her to 
Palawan, and decides to return to Manila. 

Mass is celebrated inside Crame. Outside 
оп Edsa, people continue to arrive, some on 
foot. Human barricades are further fortified. 


8am. 

After waiting for three hours for permission 
to withdraw his troops from Palace, Tadiar 

shouts at Ramas: “This is insane! ! am still 


= waiting for permission to move troops, yet 
$ you are ready to move out!” 


Marcos orders Col. Antonio Sotelo, com- 
mander of Air Force 15th Strike Wing based. 
at Sangley Point, to disable helicopters in 
Crame. With no one volunteering to carry 
out attack, Sotelo discusses with his men 
plan to fight alongside Enrile-Ramos troops. 


Пат. 

Aquino holds brief press conference in Cebu 
asking people to support the military rebels 
and calling on Marcos to step down. 


Noon 
Marcos men present at the presidential 
table include Presidential Executive As- 


È sistant Juan C. Tuvera, Agrarian Reform 


Minister Conrado Estrella, Public Works 
Minister Jesus Hipolito, Food Adminis- 
trator Jesus Tanchangco, Agriculture 
Minister Salvador Escudero III, Educa- 
tion Minister Jaime C. Laya, Member of 
Parliament Teodulo Natividad, Budget 
Minister Manuel Alba, MP Salvador Bri- 
tanico, former acting Foreign Minister 
Pacifico Castro, MIA Manager Luis 


CHARM OFFENSIVE 


{ Tabuena, Isabela Gov. Faustino Dy, Infor- 
mation Minister Gregorio Cendana, Jus- 
tice Minister Estelito Mendoza, Justice 
Buenaventura Guerrero, Assistant Press 
Secretary Amante Bigornia, MP Antonio 
Raquiza, Economic Planning Minister Vi- 

{ cente Valdepenas, and former Sen. 

{ Rodolfo Ganzon. 

$ Standing behind them are military men, 
including General Ver, Rear Admiral 
Ochoco, Felix Brawner, Carlos Martel, Juani- 
to Veridiano, Hamilton Dimaya, Eustaquio 
urugganan, Telesforo Tayko, Serapio Mar- 
апо, Pompeyo Vasquez, Victorino Azada, 


Tangan, and Navy Capt. Danilo Lazo. 
‘Marcos joins his men at the table and 

then appears again on television and pre- 

È sents two more arrested officers—Lt. Col. 

{ Jake Malajacan and Maj. Ricardo Brillantes 

Í who both read statements. Marcos says 

$ there are other officers arrested and are be- 
ing interrogated, scoffs at Enrile and 


‘amos’ demand for him to resign. He 
rushes aside claims 300,000 to 400,000 
xeople are gathering at Edsa, some carrying 
images of the Virgin Mary. 


30pm. 
{ Troops led by Metropolitan Police chief Al- 
1 fredo Lim ignores orders to disperse crowd. 


:2:20p.m. 

Aquino arrives in Manila and proceeds to 

Í her sister's house in Wack Wack Mandaluy 

iom 

Enrile and Ramos decide to consolidate 
ores at Crame. Linking arms, the people at 

Edsa create a protective wall for Enrile and 
RAM troops as they cross over from 
Aguinaldo. 


:47 pm. 

Car with tinted windows bearing Aquino 
cruises alongside loyalist column of seven 
tanks and two Marine battalions led by Tadi- 


People at corner of Ortigas and Edsa form 
human barricades to block path of oncom- 
ing tanks. Tense stand-off begins. 


pm. 

Over phone, Marcos offers Enrile absolute 
ardon, rejects Enrile's demand that tanks 
е stopped. 


Radio Veritas signs off after emergency 
transmitter bogs down. 
In a news conference, Enrile announces 
his men's rejection of Marcos’ offer of par- 
don. Ramos talks about "New Armed. 
Í Forces.” 


7pm. 
Papal Nuncio Bruno Topiglan hands Mar- 
{ cos a teter rom Pope John Paul asking 
{ for peaceful resolution of crisis. White 
House issues a statement questioning 
*redblity and legitimacy" of Marcos gov- 
ernment 


11:30 p.m. 
June Keithley, who has been broadcasting at 
{ Radio Veritas since start of rebellion, moves 
todo) faciities using Veritas" frequency of 
84010 keep location a secret. Col. Ruben 
Giron, one of Enrile's men, facilitates trans- 
ter ot frequency. 
Crowd thins as tanks retreat, but human 
{ barricades remain intact 
i Officials who withdraw support from 
Marcos: Consi to Honolulu Raul Rabe, Lt. 
Noe! Buan, Brigadier Generals Топаз Man- 
2 longat Renato де Vila, Dionisio Tan-Gatue 
Carios Aguilar. Benjamin Ignacio and Rodri- 
go Gutan. police superintendents Narciso 
Cabrera, Ruben Escarcha. Alfredo Yson 


Along came street kids 
singing ‘Bayan Ko’ 


By Angus L. Campbell 


O 


N THE MONDAY OF EDSA I, AFTER MING- 
ling with what seemed like a happy confident 
crowd on Edsa and throwing over the Camp 


Crame fence some loaves of bread to cheerful sol- 
diers, as my small contribution to their welfare, I 


walked back to Cubao. 


There, I met a group of some 30 
waifs and street children marching 
in formation up Edsa toward 
Crame. They might not have 
known much about the great polit- 
ical issues at hand, but they were 
smiling and waving as though con- 
fident that all would be well again. 
They were the sort of 10- to 15- 
year-old boys and girls who offered 


sampaguitas, watched your car, 
boarded buses selling peanuts 

But they hit me 
they were all singing, as loud as 
they could, that loveliest of na- 
tional songs that the military had 
tried to suppress because it had 
become almost an alternative na- 
tional anthem—Bayan Ko. 

‘They brought tears to my eyes. 


the heart, for 


‘My eyes filled with tears’ 


By Ching de las Alas-Montinola 


media bureau of the 


FTER THREE DAYS HOLDING THE FORT AS 
chief liaison officer in the 


Corazon Aquino campaign, 1 decided I should 
not be left out of the action and went to Edsa I. 


As I made my way through the 
countless brave souls, І could пос 
believe my eyes. My heart was in 
my throat, tears filed my eyes. It 
was unbelievable. Iwas so touched 
and so proud to be a Filipino. 

How else could there have been 
an occasion to show so much love 
and concern for people and country! 

With my ID, Iwas able to go in- 
side Camp Crame. I can never for- 
get the faces of the soldiers, espe- 
cially that of Ramos and Enrile, 
the expressions of anxiety and fa- 
tigue but full of determination, 
bravery and hope. 

Iwas able to talk to Ramos. He 
was worried about his family. He 
assured me that people in the 
camp were fine and not to worry 


The 


ended, 
and on. There are so many anec- 
dotes to tell, so many experiences to 
share—heroic events that will al- 
ways be part of our lives. For being 
part of this history I stand proud. 


about them, just to take care of 
the soldiers outside. 1 gave him 
the number to our communica- 
tions office and offered whatever 
help I could give. 

Next day, Ramos called to in 
form me that Marcos had left 
with the help of the Americans 
and that they were holding out 
well. In the afternoon, Ramos 
was frantically calling me back: 
“Ching, call back the people, Mar- 
cos is still at the Palace!” 


rest is history! Edsa I had 
but the story still goes on 


Not by bread alone 


By Nenita S. Dayrit 


I 


But when the Ecumenical Bible 
Group in Angeles City came to me 
toask for help for its members who 
мете marching to Edsa, I cleared 
my shelves and gave all the bread 
that we had baked forthe day. 

1 did not even think about what 
we would have for tomorrow. 
rire, ГА 


Т OCCURRED TO ME THAT I HAD ONLY ENOUGH 
money for my small bakery's day-to-day output. It 
was also my fifth son's birthday that Feb. 25, 1986. 


seven children. We were in need 
of some extra income. But 1 also 
wanted to go with the group to 
Edsa, except that I was then five 
months pregnant. 

Giving them what I had was a 
chance to show what I really 
wanted to do—a small deed in 
the eyes of God 
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Sa pagpapaunlad ng barangay, saludo kay Jun ang Shell. 


Layunin ng Shell, malayo ang marating n'yo. 


Ang Narating ni 


Jun Virata. 


Sa kanyang layunin na 
mapaunlad ang 
Barangay Don 
Bosco, Parafiaque, 
malayo ang narating 
ni Kapitan Jun. 

Dahil sa mga sinimulan 
niyang pagbabago 
nung siya’y 

naging Barangay 
Captain, bumaba ang 
kriminalidad, 

bumuti ang kalusugan, 
at naging Cleanest 
Barangay in 
Рагайадие ang 


Barangay Don Bosco. 


Isang patunay si 
Kapitan Jun na kahit 
nagiisa, basta't ika'y 
determinado at tapat 
sa iyong layunin, 
walang makakapigil 
sa kabutihang 
magagawa mo. 
Layunin ng Shell na 

| tulad niya, malayo 


|| ang marating n'yo. 


nu 


THE PEOPLE 
Corporate 
showdown at PAL 


By Ismael б. Khan Jr. 
(The writer is now chief of the Supreme Court. 
public information office) 


WO DAYS BEFORE THE 
Marcoses were spirited out 
I of Malacafiang by US heli- 
copters, I was with three senior ex- 


écutives of the Philippine Airlines 
in the rebel command center. 


‘The meeting in Camp Crame was secretly 
arranged by retired Gen. Angel Okol of the 
Philippine Air Force. 

‘The mission was to put PAL planes and per- 
sonnel at the disposal of Defense Minister Juan 
Ponce Enrile and Gen. Fidel Ramos and be- 
yond the reach of Marcos and his associates in 
the national flag carrier with its country-wide 
network of airports and aviation fuel depots. 

Tn fact, PAL had already clandestinely fu- 
eled up rebel-commandeered aircraft, includ- 
ing helicopters and jet fighters, as well as a 
C-130 transport plane, in its MIA (Manila In- 
ternational Airport) tank farm. 

As PAĽs vice president for human re- 
sources, I was tasked by the late Martin 
Bonoan, executive vice president, and the 
late Capt. Jaime Manzano, vice president 
for flight operations, to secure the support 
of the airline's 12,000 employees in the de- 
cision of our break-away management 
group to support the people power forces 
massing at Edsa. 

1 hastily conferred with the officers of Al- 
pap, representing approximately 600 pilots, 
Palea—the union of 8,000 plus ground per- 
sonnel, and Fasap’s leaders who spoke for 
PAIS more than 2,000 flight attendants. 

lam pleased to say that there was nary a 
dissent from РАЇз powerful labor unions 
whose members later contributed a few thou- 
sands to the numbers at Edsa. 

Faced with a fait accompli that same morning 
when confronted by a grimly determined 
break-away management group consisting of 
its most senior company officials, PALs board of 
directors did not even try to abort this corporate 
rebellion within its own ranks and, instead, re- 
signed from their sinecures later in the day. 

it was after this confrontation that our small 
group comprising Leslie Espino, SVP for mar- 
keting and son of former AFP Chief of Staff 
Romeo Espino, Dong Puno, vice president for 
legal, and Iking Santos, vice president for pub- 
lic affairs, was delegated to confer with Gener- 
al Ramos and Minister Enrile to inform them 
that PAL was entirely committed to their 
cause. 

It is not generally known, but the airline's 
president and CEO—Roman Cruz Jr—tacitly 
Jent his encouragement to our secretive plotting 
by not lifting a finger even when he knew that a 
cabal of senior corporate officers was actively 
supporting the People Power Revolution. 
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As far as the eve could see, 


as far as the heart can soar 


there was the yearning 


of the Filipino 
di ре E. 
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IT'S NOT OVER on the 2nd day of the revolt, Feb. 23, 1986, but Ramos and Enri 


put ona win-win photo-op posturing. 


THEY SLEPT right there in the street to keep the soldiers ofthe so-called new AFP safe. CROSSING THE RUBICON: 


RP diplomats join Cory; foreign ministry’s leaders were fir 


From page Al 


phoned Josue Villa, the assistant minis- 
ter for American Affairs, to inquire about 
what was happening. 

Josue, who was also listening to Ra- 
dio Veritas, said: “I don't know. Maybe 
this is what is called people power.” 

1 also called Assistant Minister Rafael 
A. Gonzales, the Chief of Protocol who 
ranked second only to Acting Foreign 
Minister Pacifico "Pe" Castro in the MFA 
pecking order. Ralph said he did not 
know any more than Idi 

Monday, Feb. 24 

Early that morning, Gonzales called 
a meeting of the Assistant Ministers. 
He told us that Castro was on his way 
to the airport on а mission to Japan 
with Ambassador Carlos J. Valdes to 
assure the Japanese government that 
President Ferdinand Marcos was firm- 
ly in control of the country and to re- 
quest continued assistance from the 
Japanese. 


Defections 

1 had learned over the radio that our 
Consul General in Honolulu, Raul Ch. 
Rabe, had denounced the dictatorship: 


Й 


and announced support for Mrs. Сога- 
zon C. Aquino. 

We learned about the measures that 
Castro immediately took on Rabe's de- 
fection. He withdrew Rabe's consular 
commission and ordered Consul Gener- 
al Antonio Villamor to proceed from 
Washington D.C. and take over the Con- 
sulate General in Honolulu. He also 
asked the banks and other suppliers not 
to honor Rabe's signature, 

We also learned that another col- 
league, Consul Leovigildo Anolin, the 
‘Acting Consul General in Los Angeles, 
had followed Rabe's lead and switched 
allegiance to Mrs. Aquino. The assistant 
ministers were in the midst of discus- 
sions on what to do about Anolin when 
Castro made an unexpected appear- 
ance. Everyone was rendered speech- 
less by his intimidating presence. 

Castro said that during his absences 
he was entrusting the ministry to the as- 
sistant ministers under the leadership of 
Gonzales. 

He also said that President Marcos 
was in firm control. He ticked on his fin- 
gers the number of Armed Forces gener- 
als, including their units and positions, 
whio had just pledged allegiance te Mar 


cos. He left soon afterward. 

Ме resumed the discussion of the 
Anolin case. There was talk that the 
precedent of Castro's action on Hon- 
olulu should be followed in the case 
of Los Angeles, and that Consul Eufro- 
nia Recaido in Seattle be sent to take 
over the Consulate General in Los An- 
geles. 

However, Vicente G. Reyes, the as- 
sistant minister for administration, 
pointed out that the many Filipinos 
requiring passports, visas, legal assis- 
tance and other services would be af- 
fected by such an action. Reyes sug- 
gested that we just ignore Anolin and 
wait for events in Manila to develop to 
the final conclusion that would inex- 
orably come. This view prevailed, sup- 
ported by most of the asmins, includ- 
ing me. 

‘Whoever would gain control of the 
country would need the services of the 
ministry, The AsMins therefore also 
agreed to preserve as much as possible 
the unity of the ministry and of the For- 
eign Service, 

it was really chaotic in the ministry of- 
fices that Monday. The few people who 


терине fi woth were passing around 


the latest news/rumors that they had 
heard. 

At home, I had a hard time restraining 
my wife Elizabeth from joining the 
crowds around Camp Crame. She want- 
ed “to participate in influencing the 
course of history.” 


Family pro-Cory 

We are a family of six siblings, three 
brothers and three sisters. My wife, with 
all my in-laws and my sisters, was vocal- 
ly pro-Cory, as were all my nephews and 
nieces. 

‘Tuesday, Feb. 25 

After a sleepless night, 1 finally came 
to a decision, about which ! could nor 
even tell my wife. 1 would пу to per- 
suade the asmins to go to the Cory camp. 
As it turned out, they had come to the 
same decision. 

This was the day when both Mrs. 
Aquino and Mr. Marcos were sched- 
uled to take their oaths as President of 
the Philippines. We could no longer 
postpone a decision on whom to sup- 
port. 

1 was at the office before 8 a.m. 1 re- 
searched on the precedence of the assis- 
tant ministers. then туре} a draft state- 

P 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


ment consisting of one sentence: "The as- 
sistant ministers and other Heads of Of- 
fices have requested Assistant Minister 
Rafael A. Gonzales to seek instructions 
from President Corazon C. Aquino, for 
the guidance of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, followed by the names—with 
space provided for their signatures—of 
all the assistant ministers. 


Close to Kokoy 

1 showed Ralph the draft statement. 
He was very close to Gov. Benjamin 
“Kokoy” Romualdez and the First Fami- 
ly, having always accompanied them 
on their frequent foreign trips. 1 was 
surprised when Gonzales said "Excel 
lent" and asked his secretary to make а 
clean draft for presentation to the As- 
Mins. 

Jt was then that asMin Reyes barged 
into Gonzales’ office, brandishing anoth- 
er statement drafted by New York Con- 
sul General Ernesto Pineda who was оп 
leave in Manila. Ernie joined Ralph, Vic 
and Isoon afterward. 

Ernie's statement was а treatise on 
martial law, the Constitution, the in- 
tegrity of the past presidential elec- 
tion, allegations of human rights vio- 
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BUTZ AQUINO climbs the tank stopped in 
its tracks by people, people everywhere. 


У IN CEBU, in the evening of Feb. 22, 


j, holds press conference. 


limiting its reach to Luzon. Butjune HUMAN BARRICADE secures the gate of Camp Crame on the first day. 


ID icy moves to dzR], kept top secret then. 


| charms fully armed troops. 


SAINTS GALORE com: 


= 


ye marching in. 


st to accept Cory 


the career foreign service, etc. 
d with a paragraph that said 
РА was siding with President 


[n was fascinated by Ernie's draft. 
gued: "Let us just side with Cory, 
t giving offense to anybody and 
у needless debates." 

h then made а pseu- 
monic decision: "Let us adopt 
The short statement is to be 
by the AsMins and Ernie as rep- 
ive of the Foreign Service, 
he long one will be open for our 
ires and that of all willing MFA 
| and employees.” 

n the employees heard that a 
гу statement was open for signa- 
«y all flocked to the Office of Pro- 
» sign. Because of transportation 
ies, many including some As- 
vere not able to report for work. L 
them by phone and signed for 
ho gave me authority. 

[эпо Т. Cagampan, the Assistant 
г for American Affairs, said: "You 
johnny, 1 was among those who 


«y argued strongly for measures - 


Consul Anolin. 
pat. Me 


Said: "That was 
Mesi 


n ied the 


statement. 

‘Another said: "I have been very close 
to Governor Romualdez. Please under- 
stand that I would feel very uncomfort- 
able if мете to abandon him now.” I re- 
spected his decision. 

But an overwhelming majority of the 
‘AsMins signed or gave others authority 
to sign for them. 

In the meantime, George Gamboa 
from the Press Office had gotten hold of 
the AsMins statement. He at once 
phoned his friend, TV announcer Tina 
Monzon-Palma. Thus it was that imme- 
diately after broadcasting the oath-tak- 
ing of President Aquino, Palma proceed- 
ed to read the statement (my version), 
followed by the names of all the AsMins, 
including those who had not yet signed 
and the one who had refused to sign, 
and their positions. 

As far as I know, the MFA was the only 
department whose leadership formally 
accepted the authority of President 
‘Aquino. It was this statement that the 
‘Americans used when they told Presi- 
dent Marcos to leave because “your min- 
istries are deserting you one after the 
othe 

(To be concluded) 
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People Power remains strongest 
political moral force, says Gringo 


By Fe Zamora. 


"WENTY YEARS AFTER HE 

and a cabal of disaffected offi- 

cers plotted to capture Mala- 
cafiang, former Sen. Gregorio 
"Gringo" Honasan said yesterday 
that people power remained the 
"strongest political and moral force" 
available to the government. 


“People power is not obsolete. People pow- 
er is very much alive. People power like the 
truth, is unstoppable,” said the former Army 
colonel and leader of the original RAM (Re- 
form AFP Movement). 

“People power is a tool, is a weapon that 
can be harnessed for national unity, develop- 
ment and economic prosperity,” he said. 

Honasan's remarks came after some sectors 
in government and in the Roman Catholic 
‘Church voiced skepticism about the need for 
another People Power uprising to effect politi- 
cal change. 

Besides being involved in the 1986 plot 
against Marcos, Honasan also led failed coup 
attempts in 1987 and 1989. 

Then a colonel assigned as chief of security 
at the Department of National Defense, 
Honasan had planned to lead an assault team 
оп Malacafiang to capture the late President 
Ferdinand Marcos at dawn of Feb. 23, 1986. 

A bigger group, to be led by Lt. Col. Eduar- 
do Kapunan and Lt. Col. Rodolfo Aguinaldo, 
would attack the Palace grounds. Other RAM 
members were assigned to secure key units in 
the Air Force, Army and Navy. 

The plot was uncovered by Marcos a day 
before it was to be launched, forcing Honasan 
and the RAM to take a defensive last stand in 
Camp Aguinaldo. 


Paunches and thinning hair 

Sporting paunches and receding hairlines, 
about a dozen RAMboys gathered yesterday 
at the Club Filipino to commemorate the 
four-day Edsa 1986 People Power Revolution 
and reminisce on what they did 20 years ago. 

“We didn't have a leader. Whoever talked to 
the media was the leaden” retired Col. Hemani 
Figueroa, who acted as RAM spokesperson, pro- 
pagandist and psywar expert, said with a laugh. 

Тһе original RAMboys have prepared a 
book that would “тей their story" But the 
launching, initially set for yesterday, has been 
reset for August. 

“Many of us could not anymore recall what 
we did. Age is catching up on us,” retired po- 
lice genral Vic Batac, also said. 


Enrile, Ramos not invited 

Noticeably absent from the gathering were 
former President Fidel V Ramos and former De- 
fense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile, whose break- 
away from Marcos and call for public support 
triggered the popular uprising on Feb. 22, 1986. 

Honasan said Ramos and Enrile were not 
invited because Edsa '86 "was not about per- 
sonalities.” 


He also stressed that it was a reunion main- 
ly of the “original RAM members” who had 
plotted to oust Marcos. 

But there were more media than “Ram- 
boys” at the reunion. 


Captive audience 

Retired Commodore Rex Robles, as usual, 
dominated the conversations with his wit and 
humor, Robles’ captive audience included 
Honasan, Batac, retired Navy Capt. Felix Tur- 
ringan and retired Col. Rafael Galvez. 

Keeping to themselves in another table 
were retired Maj Gen. Rey Rivera and retired 
colonels Figueroa, Tito Legaspi, Vic Erfe, Mel 
‘Acosta, Rollie Garcia and Bobby Santos. 

Noticeably absent were the officers who 
were arrested by Marcos and whom he pre 
sented on TV as the “coup plotters” to try to 
defuse the rebellion. 

Batac said his classmate, retired Brig. Gen. 
Jake Malajacan, had a previous commitment 
and that Maj Gen. Ricardo Brillantes and Col 
Ricardo Morales were excused because they 
were stil in the active service. 

Brig. Gen. Saulito Aromin passed away 
some years ago. 


Tribute to the fallen 

A video presentation paid tribute to the 
RAMS “fallen comrades,” namely, Aguinaldo, 
Maj. Francisco Ваша, Capt. Fermin Cuison, 
Col. Tirso Gador, Col. Ceferino Sarmenta, 
Capt. Rolando Cal and Brig. Gen. Eugenio 
‘Ocampo. 

Originally called REFORM. the Armed 
Forces Movement, the RAM group was a loose 
organization of graduates from the Philippine 
Military Academy (PMA) who met at Camp 
Crame after office hours for beer and jokes. 

REFORM stood for Restore Ehtics, 
Fair-Mindedness, Order, Righteousness and 
Morale, 

The group made itself public by unfurling a 
streamer with the words “We Belong” during 
the PMA alumni parade in February, 1985. 
Honasan said the group's primary aim was 
“reforms” in the AFP 


Peace pact 

‘At that time, the AFP was suffering from a 
credibility crisis due to suspicions that it was 
behind the killing of opposition leader Benig- 
no Aquino on Aug. 21, 1983. 

Batac said the streamer was a response to a. 
statement from Malacafang that "reform 
minded" officers were “cowards hiding be- 
hind the cloak of anonymity" 

Renamed Rebolusyonaryong Alyansang 
Makabansa (RAM), the group would also be 
involved in the 1987 and the 1989 coup at- 
tempts, two of the most serious attempts to 
unseat then President Cory Aquino. 

1n 1995, the RAM, together with the Young 
Officers Union and the Soldiers of the Filipino 
People, signed a peace agreement with the 
Ramos administration, formally ending its 
clandestine maneuverings against the gov- 
ernment. The pact also granted amnesty to 
the members of the RAM-SFP-YOU. 


When mistahs embrace 


From page Al 


The next day there were rumblings about 
the resignation of Minister Enrile and Gener- 
al Ramos. 

"What's this you've been doing?" Ramos 
asked when I presented myself at Camp 
Crame the following day. "Sir, 'm sorry 1 
moved ahead of you,” I replied. He laughed 
and welcomed me aboard. 

After a few hours in the camp, I joined the 
people outside the gates and spent the night 
оп Santolan. It was there 1 joined Col. Mari- 
ano Santiago, who was rounding up men оп а 
mission to take Channel 4. 

‘Along the way, ! joined a group that went 
to Channel 7 to see if the rebels would be giv- 
enairtime. 

Rebuffed, we went back to Channel 4, 
where a fire fight was already under way be- 
tween a PC Task Porce Jed by Col. Alfredo 
Viduya and soldiers inside the compound. I 
positioned myself on the left side of the 
building and began firing. 

At the height of the exchange, a group of 
armed policemen arrived in the area. They 
were led by Gen. Alfredo Lim who wanted to 
knew what was ening on. When I told him 


BE 


we had been instructed by General Ramos to 
take over the station, he replied, "Can't you 
just talk it over?” and left. 

When I returned to my position, the fir- 
ing was over. Channel 4 had been cap- 
tured. 

It was a great time to be there as lots of 
people started milling around the station 
and giving us food and drink. 


PMA loyalty song 

Later, Colonel Santiago brought all the 
PMAers into the building, saying he wanted 
usto sing the PMA Loyalty Song on TV. don't 
know how we did it or how many we were 
but that was the second time 1 was on TV 
within a week. 

I don't know if it was that same day or the 
next when I met Abby Tan, a Singaporean re- 
porter, in the corridor. She was asking about 
a loyalist counter-attack on Channel 4. Just 
then, Colonel Santiago came and asked me 
to go with him to talk to some soldiers who 
hesaid were about to attack, 


Set for attack 
The soldiers were already positioned on 
the street beside the complex. There was no 


SST COPY AVAILABLE 


People Power around to protect us. We asked 
the soldiers who their commanding officer 
was and they pointed him out. As the CO ap- 
proached, I immediately recognized him as a 
classmate in PMA—now Brig. Gen. Delfin 
Bangit, chief of the Presidential Guards. We 
embraced each other. 

All this was videotaped. The embrace has 
been shown over and over on TV every time 
Edsa lis remembered. 

T told my classmate that we were the peo- 
ple he was about to attack. After we parted 
and I started to walk back toward the station, 
1 saw that they had also started withdraw- 
ing. 

То this day 1 am thankful that it was a 
classmate who was on the verge of attacking 
Channel 4. It is likely that a battle was avoid- 
ed because of that relationship. 

A few months later I met Secretary Enrile 
in a hallway at the Defense Department. He 
recognized me and said, "Naku. Malacafiang 
was so mad,” he said, referring to news of my 
resignation, I laughed. Maybe, just maybe, 1 
did have a hand in igniting the whole thing. 
Afterall, even if I did not know of their plans 
beforehand, 1 was identified as a member of 
Enrile's security, 

D 
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"Iwas like Good Friday before the traffic mess 


From page Al 


straight to the Dasmariñas, Makati, 
home of Aquino's sister-in-law, Tingting 
Cojuangco. 


Tingting 

There, he picked up Enriles frantic 
phone call to Cojuangco, requesting for 
help to summon people to protect the 
rebels at Camps Aguinaldo and Crame. 

There were about a dozen people in 
the Cojuangco residence—mostly politi 
cal leaders from Mindanao. 

Cojuangco decided to proceed to 
Camp Aguinaldo and the group 
crammed into two cars. It was around 2 


ipm. 

"While driving along Edsa, the group 
saw a convoy of tanks, armored person- 
nel carriers and trucks filled with com- 
bat-ready Marines, bandoleers dangling 

from their shoulders. 

They flashed the Lsign for La- 

Lban—fight, Aquino's campaign cry—and 
engaged the soldiers in a heckling con- 

-test for a while before speeding ahead 

" when the possibility of an assault on the 
rebels dawned on them. 

But upon reaching the Edsa-Ortigas 
crossing, Cojuangco stopped and the 
group got out of their ears. 


Edsa was deserted 

“The place was deserted. It was like 
Good Friday" Borja told the Ingum. 

The crowds that Cardinal Jaime L. Sin 
had summoned in radio broadcasts the 
might before had gone home. Sin was 
again airing pleas on Church-run Radio 
Veritas for people to go back to Edsa. 


ЕЯ 


ONLY IN THE PHILIPPINES: Humans stop tanks with their bare hands to regain their freedom. 


But on that afternoon, there was hard- 
уу а soul at that Edsa-Ortigas junction. 

“I heard Tingting scream ‘Kapit-bisig! 
(Link arms),” Borja said. And she and 
her friends formed a puny line in the 
middle of the highway "It was a pathetic 
sight. There was nobody around. If there 


was, we were being ignored,” he said. 
‘But as the Marine convoy rumbled on- 
ward menacingly, Borja worked instinc- 
tively. 
‘An experienced driver whose family 
once owned the largest trucking fleet in 
Mindanao, Borja hailed a bus. 


“Hey, boy, give me your bus,” he or- 
dered one. “The driver jumped out,” said 
Borja, who was then 42 years old. 

He parked the bus right on Edsa. After 
this, he commandeered another bus and 
did the same thing. 

^1 did it eight times, for good measure. 


The last vehicle was a taxi. T am sure ће 
drivers still around remember me. 1 
grabbed the buses from them. I parked the 
vehicles and got the keys," he said. He then. 
ordered the drivers to flatten the tres. 


At first there were ‘uziseros’ 

“Then I climbed on top of these buses 
and tried to see what was happening. 
The parked buses were causing a mas- 
sive traffic jam as far as the eye could 
see,” said Borja. 

The stranded passengers gathered 
around their commandeered buses and 
soon came the “uziseros,” a takeoff from 
the Israeli-made automatic submachine- 
gun for kibitzers. 

As taffic piled up in monumental 
chaos, the crowd grew from hundreds into 
the thousands, then the tens of thousands. 


Stopping convoy 

Bythe time the Marine column reached 
the junction, a multitude had gathered 
there, stopping the convoy in its tracks. 

Headed by Marine Brig. Gen. Artemio 
"Tadiar with orders to assault the rebels, 
the convoy veered to the tight toward 
Pasig and was quickly engulfed in a sea 
of humanity. 

Flag carrying, banner swinging cause- 
oriented groups marched in, along with 
priests and nuns carrying images of the 
Virgin Mary and praying the rosary. 
Women offered flowers to the soldiers, 
urging them not to fire their weapons. 

“Į was jumping for joy,” said Borja as 
hesurveyed from atop the buses the traf- 
fic mess he had created that started the 
People Power revolution. 


My wife, my 5-year-old Dindin and I were ready to die’ 


By Antonio B. Villafuerte 


escape if there would be a fire fight. 
There were 10 of us there, hauling 


scaping shop next to the Soliven build- 


HE CARDINALS TONE decorative garden rocks from а land- 
| was serious and firm: 


Go to Edsa. Protect our 
soldiers. 

At around 4 am. on Feb. 23, my 
wife and left our S-year-old daughter 
Dindin with my mother-in-law, board- 
ed our car and traversed the still emp- 
ty highway. 

I parked in front of the CLMC-CIGI 
building next to the gasoline station. I 
mew the place well, having worked in 
the vicinity. I knew where to hide or 


{From page At 
‘tion, PUI required the confluence of the 
‘lectoral struggle, the mass movement 
"and a limited armed component. Hardly 
“did we dream that the armed component 
“ould be in the form of a failed Army 
оир! 
3. Bur definitely, the mass movement 
‘was there, coming in by the thousands. 
‘Of course Kasapi cadres were among the 
first to join Agapito (Butz) Aquino and 
‘his Atom group at Isetann department 
store in Cubao. So Super K was put up at 
‘the comer of Santolan as one of the 
frontlines of the people power crowd. 


Dive into 
BDO Shop More MasterCard’s 


lowest balance 


ing, piling them up across the south- 
bound lane. 

As if from nowhere, several empty 
sacks were distributed. We started fill 
ing them up with moist garden soil or 
whatever we could scoop from the 
store. 

In 15 minutes, several groups were al- 
зо building their barricades. We started 
to organize. 

‘The women and children would fill 
the sacks, the men would carry them and 


pile them up on the highway. 

The atmosphere was light and friend- 
ly, but there was unspoken fear. 

"What if those Marcos-Ver troops 
shelled the two military camps? What if 
the Sikorskys strafed the highway with 
‘warning fire? 

After a while, and almost simultane- 
ously, my wife and I voiced a common 
fear: What if we both get killed here? 

‘We both said, "Let's get Dindin!” 

We went home, got our daughter and 
returned to the “battlefield.” 

At least, if our defenses at Edsa were 
bombed, the three of us would go togeth- 
ег 


BUS RUNS TO 
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VILLAFUERTES with Dindin (middle) feasting on victory. 


Stargazing on wondrous night 


Several times during the four days, 
adrenalin was up as we prepared for an 
attack by Marcos loyalist military forces. 
We readied our water-soaked tubao (big 
kerchiels) for the tear gas. There was dis- 
appointment mixed with relief when no 
attack came at that side. More action was 
happening at the Camp Aguinaldo and 
White Plains areas. 


Empowered people with disabilities 

But I was glad enough for the rela- 
tive calm at our “encampment,” espe- 
cially because we were joined by a 
large group of persons with disabili- 


ties. The Munting Pamayanan ng may 
Kapansanan (MPK) under the leader- 
ship of Mike Catain, had been linked to 
Kasapi particularly because of organiz- 
ing efforts of former Kasapi chair 
Rolando Montiel, then still in detention 
with other April 6 Liberation Move- 
ment leaders at Camp Bagong Divaa. 
These detainees were the people ab- 
sent from Edsa 1 who helped make it 
happen! 

The MPK was well organized and 
took care of the needs of its members, 
including the food distribution. They 
were ready to face the dangers and de- 


termined to take their place as Fil- 
ipinos—millions now awakened as 
one organism to finally oust the dicta- 
tor. 


Night of freedom 

At first it was a false alarm. Then it 
was—elmost unbelievably—true: The 
Marcoses had left Malacaftang, escaping 
by US-provided helicopter. 1 was still 
dazed as the people were hugging, 
cheering, crying with joy. 

‘Some of the people started to move 
toward Malacafiang. It was not a mas- 
sive force, with the crowds staying 


indin now works with PDI. 


more at Edsa in celebration. 1 felt 
pulled to go and witness the moment at. 
the liberated Malacafiang, even though 
I really didn't know the people 1 was 
moving with. 

We were practically running most of 
the time—swiftly covering Ortigas, Ra- 
mon Magsaysay Avenue to J.P Laurel. 
The Malacafiang gates must have been 
closed by then. At any rate the group I 
was with didn't try to go n. 

Twas content to sleep on the sidewalk 
outside Malacafiang. | arranged my mal- 
ong into a pillow and gazed at the stars 
on that wondrous night. 
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The lowest balance transfer rate is back- 
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EasyTRANSFER your other credit card balances to 
BDO Shop More MasterCard 
and save as much as 50% on high interest charges! 


Limited offer only! Easy TRANSFER now! 
Call 631-8000 (within Metro Manila), 1-800-10-6318000 (Domestic Toll-Free) 
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MIKO Yee of the Manila Southwoods blasts out of the trap in hole 1 
yesterday. км ш.зилмемто 


S woods 
9 up over 
Del Monte 


By Musong R. Castillo chored on the two 35s of JR Tanpin- 
coand Mario Labajo to trail by 10. 

Joseph Labajo's 33 and the 32 of 
former RP Amateur champion Jun 
Bemis counted for the Sugar 
Barons, whose senior team, led by 
‘Tommy Manotoc, won the divis 
for 55 years and older for the first 
time last Saturday in runaway style. 

‘Wack Wack paced the Founders 
Division with its 116 tally at Apo. 

Villamor held a shaky one-point 
lead in the Sportswniters Division 
over Manila Golf after a 105 also at 
‘Apo while Stanford pooled 98 
points to lead Friendship division 
play. y 

Mijor sponsors-of the touma- 
ment are Action Asia, Airbus, Boe- 
ing, GE Aviation, GMA7, Honda 
Cars, Davao, INQ7.net, Joey 923, 
Royal Caribbean Intemational, 
Philippine Amusements and Gam- 
ing Corp, People Asia, Premier 
Wines and Spirits, Rudy Project, 
UMBN and Uraya Land Develop- 
ment Corp. 

ABS-CBN Intemational, Fortune 
‘Tobacco and Radio Mindanao Net- 
workare the corporate backers with 
96.3 WRock, Asia Brewery, Century 
Park Hotel, Honda Megamotors, 
SM City Davao and Tanduay Rhum 
the other sponsors. 


DAVAO — CITY-SOUTHWOODS 
broke out of the gates hard, its A- 
"Team impressively kicking off into 
high gear its bid for a second 
straight Philippine Airlines Inter- 
club regular men's title here yes- 
terday. 

The Carmona:based parbusters 
totaled 145 over the upand-down 
Rancho Palos Verdes, getting 37 
points each from the 1-under-par 
Tis of Anthony Femando and 
Japanese teener Тога Nakajima to 
open up а ninepoint lead over 
darkhorse Del Monte. 

The second Japanesé im. the 
Southwoods lineup, 18-year-old 
Matsumura Michio, ‘matched par 
for 36 points, and jungolf hotshot 
Толі Asistio contributed 35 to 
complete scoring for the defending 
champions. 

Jett Plere paced 2004 winner Del 
Monte with a flawless 4-under 68 
for 40 points and Boboy Jaraulla 
backed him up with a solid 37 de- 
spitea pick-up on No. 1. But skipper 
Yoyong Velez accounted for only 31 
and Marty llagan counted with 28 
points 

Sweep seeking Canlubang strug- 
gled, doing no beter than a 135 an- 
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“Hair loss made me feel iritable | 
around people. Now that | have 
more hair from Svenson, feel 
confident and become more 

; active again!" 
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When you're young, hair loss can drastically alter 
your looks and affect your self-esteem. As you 
lose your hair, your youthful appeal slips away too. 
Stop it effectively at Svenson. We offer proven 
treatments for eliminating the main cause of hair 
loss, restoring thickness to thinning strands and 
hastening re-growth. For extreme cases, you can 


even add more hair that's as natural as yours with 
our advanced replacements. 


Don't let early hair loss ruin your youth. 
Call Svenson today and get a free hair and scalp 
check-up. 
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Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 


‘We have differences in opinions" 


president Jose “Peping” Cojuangco yesterday said 
his feud with POC chair Robert Aventajado was 
nothing buta difference of opinions. 

“We have differences in opinions jus like in any 
group; said Cojuangco. "This is not a dictatorship 
and we decide every issue democratically" 

The two sat together for four hours during the 
executive meeting convened by the POC board 
which decided to ask First Gentleman Mike Ar- 
Toyo to reconsider his decision not to raise funds 
for Philippine sports anymore. 

"We have prepared a resolution to ask him (FG) 


Now, total comfort 
whether you 

~ shave down or up - 
~ even against the grain. 


to reconsider” said Cojuangco, noting the huge 
amount needed for the country’ campaign in the 
Doha Asian Games. The POC expects to spend at 
Teast P110,000 per Asiad athlete inclusive of plane 
fare, accommodation and allowances 

The POC, added Cojuangeo, is thinking of 
sending between 50 and 100 athletes, who will be 
identified not by their sport as initially announced 
by President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Cojuangco refused to comment whether Aven- 
tajado was among the candidates as Asiad chief of 
mission as earlier reported. 

When asked if he's interested in getting the job, 
the taekwondo chief replied “bahala na si Cong 
Gtsallupto him)." 


But POC secretary general Steve Hontiveros 
said his choice is the First Gentleman so he can 
continue to support the Asiad campaign. 

Meanwhile, Aventajado resigned as basketball 
committee chair and was replaced by Ding Tanju- 
atco and swimming’s Mark Joseph. 

Cojuangco said they are still waiting for the 
draft of the constitution of the new basketball 
body from the stakeholders, although he didn't 
discount the possibility of bringing back the name 
‘of the Basketball Association ofthe Philippines. 

“Tes just a name, it’s immaterial,” said Cojuang- 
со, ‘As long as theres new membership and соп. 
stitution and by-laws which is acceptable by the 
Fiba memorandum of agreement.” 


Bulldo: 
шоор 
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY EDGED 
apud institute of Technology 68-67, 
to emerge as the top qualifier for the 
National Capital Region (NCR) col- 
Тере men division in the 60th National 
Studerts Basketball Championships 
tobe Hosted by the Bicol Region from 

Feb. 27 to March 5 in Legazpi City 
Вой the NU Bulldogs and the 
Марий Cardinals are already as- 
эше dots о the National Finals, 
togetlier with defending champion 
.. Univelsity of Perpetual Help Rizal. 
Former RP Youth mainstay 
Jonathan Femandez scattered 29 
points to power the Bulldogs to vic- 
tory in this annual tournament or- 
ganized by the Basketball Associa- 


— 


C 
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tion of the Philippines (ВАР) and 
supported by Burlington Socks, Air 
21 Express, Summit Mineral Water 
‘and Healthy Options. The National 
Finals will be hosted by Gov. Fer- 
nando Gonzalez of Albay province 
and Legazpi City Mayor Noel Rosal. 

Edwin Asoro and Cyrus Mala- 
gueiio added 10 points apiece for NU. 

Sean Co paced Mapua with 17 
points, followed by Gilbert Mi- 
grazowith 10. 

Polytechnic University of the 
Philippines clinched third place 
in the NCR eliminations. 

‘Also making it to the National Fi- 
nals are college women's qualifiers 
Philippine College of Criminology 


lege of Caloocan City 


1n the NCR women's 
nipped PMI, 76-71, 


al Finals will be held 


with BAP regional director Julian 


missioner Dr Abundio 
lencia. High School 


(PCCR), Philippine Maritime Insti 
tute (PMD and WNCAA champion 
АМА Computer University. San Se- 
bastian College and St. Clare Col- 


the high school division. 
heroics of Wendelyn Alvarez, Katri- 
na Garcia and Grace Quemada. 


The high school division Nation- 


Camarines Norte, and hosted by 
бок. Jesus Туросо in coordination 


Lavadia and BAP provincial com- 
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n PORTS ...... 


ПЕ саа 


пір Cardinals іп МСК showdown 


will be billeted at Hotel Venezia and 
Avenrose Suites in Daet City. 
Graham C. Lim, the BAP secretary 
general, announced the other quali- 
fiers for the college meris division are 
University of Luzon of Pangasinan Pro- 
vince, Tuguegarao College of Region 
T, Angeles University Foundation of 
Region Il San Pedro College of Busi- 
ness Administration of Region N West 
Negros College of Region VI, Bohol In- 
stitute of Technology and Sen Carlos 
Univesity of Region VI, Easem 
Visayas State University of Region УШ, 
Southem Technical Institute of Ca- 
gayan de Oro and University of Min- 
danao of Region XI, and Northeastern 
‘Mindanao College of Caraga Region. 


qualified in 


final, POCR 
behind the 


їп Daet City. 


"Bong" Ра- 
participants. 


Tams too tough 


E for UV 


LETRAN'S Hafer Mondragon beats two PCU Dolphins for a shot during their game yesterday. 


PCHS, Amoranto win openers 


PHILIPPINE CULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL LED 

opening day winners in the 1st Uni-Orient Cup 

je Tennis League recently at the Green Paddle. 
Tennis Center in Caloocan City. 

The PCHS aces downed Gold Wing, 3-1 in the 
event sponsored by Uni Orient Travel and hosted 
by the Filipino-Chinese Table Tennis Club of North 
District (FCTTCND). Also winning their opening- 
day matches were Amoranto Table Tennis Club 
which blanked Chiang Kai Shek, 3.0; Xavier 


which repulsed St. Mary 3-2; and Marclyn which 
ripped Diliman Preparatory School, 3-0. 

"Our main thrust is to develop the youngsters, 
because their chance for improvement is still 
very high,” said Charlie Lim, president of 
FCTTCNI. "We organize this first-ever table ten- 
nis league because we feel that it is very impor- 
tant for budding players to be exposed to tourna- 
ment such as this to hone their talents and im- 
prove their sl." 


Lancers 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


EVEN WITHOUT ITS STARS, FAR EASTERN 
University proved too tough for University of 
Visayas, scoring an 81-71 victory and secur- 
ing the top spot in their division yesterday in 
the National Students Basketball Champi- 
onships at the Rizal Memorial Coliseum. 

Letran College also bared its teeth, ripping 
Philippine Christian University, 75-64. 

The Tamaraws showed but a shadow of 
their UAAP championship form but it was just 
enough to overwhelm the Visayas titlists for 
their fourth straight victory in Group B. 

“They will now gun for a title slot when they 
face PCU, the second-placer in Group A, in the 
cross-over semifinals tomorrow. 

The Knights, the reigning NCAA champs, 
similarly took the top postin their group with 

[5 a win over the 2004 champions to sweep their 

B matches in Group A. They will battle UV for 

© the championships berth. 

Starting out cold, the Tamaraws, who 
missed stalwarts Arwind Santos, RJ Rizada 
and Mark Isip, trailed for most of the first half 
before putting their act together, coming 
around from 32-38 to lead, 46-43. 

"The Lancers, coached by PBA legends Boy 
Cabahug and Al Solis, tried to regain lost foot- 
ing but could not shake off РЕ steadiness 
down the stretch. 

The PCU Baby Dolphins asserted their mas- 
tery of the high school division with an 84-57 
vietory over the West Negros College junior 
dribblers. 

PCU will go against San Beda, while NCAA 
titlist San Sebastian College takes on La Salle 
Zobel in the semis. The Staglets accomplished 
the same feat with a 99-78 win over St 
Joseph School of Zamboanga. 


DAVAO CITY—THE PAL INTERCLUB GOLF 
‘Tournament has not stopped growing. Year 
in and year out, the roster of entries gets 
bloated like a helium-powered balloon. 

Take this year's edition. 

А variety of players from five countries are. 
entered totaling 710 from 71 teams. That’ an- 
other record in this storied event that began 59 
years ago by way of Philippine Airlines’ way of 
fostering friendship among the nation's golfers 
—both the duffers and nationally-ranked play- 
ers alike. 

“We always adhere to tradition,” said Domin- 
go “Domeng” Duerme, the organizing commit- 
tee chairman. “We welcome everybody here, 
whether one is a superstar or а mere carth- 
mover. Of course, we value competition thats 
why we see fierce battles among the acknowl- 
edged masters of the game, including our own 
national players who are distributed in several 
topnotch teams. We at PAL are proud to have 
them play in the PAL Interclub as their presence 
definitely lends prestige to our tournament.” 

Duerme himself в ап avid golfer. In fact, we 
played golf again yesterday—our third straight. 
day, mind you. 

Tirst, we played Palos Verdes, a beautifully 
designed layout atop a hill outside this world's 
Jargest су, on Monday Feb. 20. 

Second, we sampled on Tuesday Apo бой, 
the venue of the 1995 Philippine Open, whose. 
inherent toughness—tight fairways, mature 
acacias providing built-in traps to wayward tee 
shots— its main attraction. 


PAL Interclub tradition 
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Third, we were at Lanang yesterday Gener- 
ally acknowiedged as the easiest of the three, 
dangers lurk in the course's water-laced par-3s, 
though. 

“Like most golfers 1 know, the main reason I 
love golf is because it also gives me the relax- 
ation 1 need to forget the pressures of everyday 
work" said Domeng, who is РАСУ main man in 
the Visayas and Mindanao. 

Endowed with Pop-eye arms, Domeng has a 
mean tee shot that, when his ball gets hit by the 
so-called sweet spot of his Honma driver, it flies 
noless than 300 yards. 

‘An unde of Сох Piñol of North Cotabato, 
Domeng, who grew up from humble begin- 
nings in Mlang, is always fun to be with be- 
cause he is modest and very polite to a fault. 

After we had holed out yesterday at Lanang, 
Domeng, in his 50s, didn’t look tired at all. 

"I guess we need to play nine more holes?" 
he said. “Tm just only starting to heat up? 

Jake and | could only shake our heads, 
laughing. 

Of course, we told him, it was time to take a 
rest. 


The knees arent that strong anymore. 

Go Teng Kok, the track and field president, 
had the scare of his life—again. 

His plane from Singapore to Manila a few 
days ago developed engine trouble 33,000 feet 
up in the sky and the pilot had to return the jet 
back to Singapore in 45 minutes. 

"1 called all my loved ones and my dearest 
friends from the jet mainly to report what was 
bappening—and, of course, о also say goodbye 
in case something happened," he said. 

Fortunately, nothing serious happened. 

‘The plane landed safely in Singapore. After 
almost two hours, it took off again and landed 
safely in Manila some four hours later. 

When Kleng Samson leamed about it, he 
said, “Whatever в GTKS religion, lets all trans- 
fertoi 

1n July 2003, СТК survived an ambush, the 
bullets hitting his cheeks deforming his face for 
life. 

"This is my third life.” GTK seid. "What can 1 
say if not thank our Lord God?” 

FASTBREAK. Congratulations to Gonz 
Duque for having steered the Prisaa meet two 
weeks back to a smashing success. With his vir- 
tually hitch-free running of the national tourna- 
ment, i’s about time Gonz spearheads again the 
move to make Pangasinan host of the next 
Palarong Pambansa. Cheers! 


Email at menju@pldtdsl net 
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PHILIP Morris Philippines marketing director 
Maarten Kila shares а light moment with 
Marlboro brand manager Eric Carandang 
during the launch of the Marlboro Adventure 
Team recently at The Fort. 


MAT trials eye 500,000 bets 


MEN AND WOMEN OF VARIED SHAPES AND 
sizes and status in life will get a chance to ex- 
perience the adventure of a lifetime in Moab, 
Utah, in the 11th staging of the Marlboro Ad- 
venture Team trials this summer. 

New events, like paragliding, have been 
added to the list of challenges applicants will 
have to hurdle to make the grade, along with 
other tough tests like hiking, rappelling, raft- 
ing and riding motorcycles and 

"The event was officially laun 
at The Fort in Taguig, to be followed by simi- 
lar launch parties in Cebu this weekend and 
other regions in the coming weeks, A sendoff 
party for the five-member team to be sent to 
Moab is set later this year at Le Pavilion in 
Manila. 

“MAT is the benchmark of adventure-type 


promotions in the Philippines and we want to 
make sure we keep it that way” said Marlboro 
brand manager Eric Carandang. "We expect 
this to be more exciting than the previous 
year. Every year, we try to raise the bar.” 

Carandang stressed that the MAT is not on- 
ly for true-blue athletes, adding there are oth- 
er important criteria aside from speed and 
agility. Doctors, students, businessmen and 
office clerks, among others, have made it to 
the previous Philippine MAT squads, 

Applicants must be Filipino citizens resid- 
ing in the Philippines, at least 18 years old 
and have a valid Philippine driver's license. 
Applicants may call 895-9999 for detail 

The event drew a record 303,000 regis- 
trants last year and organizers expect the field 
thie vearto reach the half-a-million mark. 
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PARTICIPANTS in the novice category suffer a spill. 


Kiwi rules Supercross 


TAUSAY CITY—NEW. ZEALANDER 
James Robinson sole the show бот 
Flipino ace Glenn Aguilar on Sunday 
clinching the professionals open crown 
in the first round of the Camel Super- 
‘ross International Championship Se- 
ries at the Talisay Stadium here, 

‘Aguila, the 2004 Asian supercross 
champion, consoled himself by top- 
ping the professionals 125 ce division 
earlier at the expense of countryman 
‘Filipino Jovie Saulog and Robinson, 
who placed second and third. 

After going neck-and-neck in the 


first three laps, Robinson, a former 
intemational supercross titlist, pulled 
away from Aguilar after the Filipino- 
fell in the final tum of the fourth lap. 
Aguilar’s mishap left him 500 
meters behind the Kiwi with 11 laps 
to go and the best he could do was 
narrow the gap to 200 meters by 
the end of the race to finish as first 
runner-up. Saulog placed third in 
the international event that will 
stage its second round at the Santa. 
Barbara Race Track in Iloilo City on. 
MarchS. Christian Irl C. Tan 


SPORTSWATCH 


Tipon, Pabila win in Melbourne 

‘OLYMPIC hopeful Joan Tipon and upcoming Albert Pabila ruled their respective di- 
visions in the recent Australian Tation boxing championships in Melbourne. 
Bantamweight Tipon, bext boxer inthe Азап championships and gold medalist in 
the 23rd Southeast Asian Games, beat Australlan national team member Nathan de 
Carlo, 32-20, while light fiyweight Pabila mauled Romesh Fernando of host Aus- 
trafa. 47-35. "The results were good signs in our coming international campaign 
leading to Doha Asian Games," said Manny Lopez, president of the Amateur Box- 
ing Assocation of the Philippines. National coach Eimer Pasa, sid Tipon and 
Pabila emerged as crowd favorites. 


Malaysia to stamp class in RP Open 

MALAYSIA WILL PARADE A TALENT-LADEN ROSTER THAT INCLUDES THE 
world's No. 2 in the men's singles and the reigning SEA Games women's doubles 
champions when te frst Bingo Bonanza Philippine Open Badminton Champi- 
onchips presented by PLDT Business Solutions is staged March 1-5 atthe Phil- 
Sports Arena With word No. Lin Dan of China opting to skip пох weeks blue- 
ribbon event to prepare for the tough China Masters, Lee Chong Wei will become 
the top-ranked payer in the $120,000 tournament although he wil have to con- 
tend withthe ies of reigning word and Olympic champion aufi Hidayat for the 
top plum worth $9,500 n the men's singles. For details, contact Joel Mabborang 
21 0826 5873222 or e-mail joebm_13@yahoo.com and аірауб globe- 

{quest com ph or og on to www philipineopenbadminton.com. 


Tight battle seen in CSI criterium 

COMPETITION IS EXPECTED TO BE FIERCE WHEN THE SECOND LEG OF THE 
Prilamife Cycing Search Invitational (CSI) Criterium Race Б tagged off this Sat- 
tua at the Marikina Heights Liwasan Kalayaan in Marikina City. The organizing, 
‘Treo Sales and Management Corp. expects close to 200 riders in the one-day 
event, induding those who saw action in the kick-off leg of he 10-stage series 
Presented by Philpost in Tara last month. Registration is ongoing. For detalls, 
Contact Treo at 241-0415 or 241-0418. Jeffrey Caritativo and Alexander Bilon 
reigned supreme in the Tariac leg with Caritativo ruling he 124ap youth category 
‘nd Bion topping the 154ар masters dision. 


Kwok rules jr chess division 

MALCOLM KWOK BEAT CARLO CARANYAGAN IN THE SEVENTH AND FINAL 
round to rule the junior division in the final evaluation tournament of the first series" 
f 2005 Mil Checkmate Saturday-and-Sunday-oniy cinic һе at St Francis 
Square in Mandaluyong Giy. The 10-year-old Kwok a grade thee student of Ju- 
bie Christan Academy wound up with a perfect score of 7.0 points. Arius Саал 
of SL Andrews School won the under 12 section nd Vincent Fuerte of Bagong 
Tanyag Elementary School in Taguig top the under 10 bracket. Michael Barbosa, В, 
of UPIS and Shannon dela Реа, 5, of Park Place Learning Center topped the Un- 
der 8 and Under 6 sections, respectively 


Olivarez banners RP tennis team 

PABLO OLIVAREZ II WILL SPEARHEAD THE PHILIPPINE TEAM IN THE JUNIOR 
Davis Cup competition set May 1-7 in Kuching, Malaysia. This is the second time 
that Olivarez, ranked No. 2 in the 16-under division, will represent the country in 
the event after his stint in Junior Davis Cup finals in Barcelona, Spain, last year. Al 
зо named to the squad were Joshua Тап Ho and Cebu-based Francis Largo. Mar- 
lin Misa в handing the junior team. 


Summer sports at $M malls launched 

SPORTS ENTHUSIASTS AND MALL LOVERS CAN LOOK FORWARD TO A BUSY i 
‘summer this season as the SM chain of malls has lined up various recreational: Pom] 
tivities and program beginning with the staging of the JVC Open Juniors Chapi h a 
onships next month. Slated to begin on March 25-26 at the SM Megamall, the? 
badminton meet now features three age-group division, which has among its má- ^ 
Jor prizes gift items from JVC and a college educational plan worth P100,000from z^ 
Pioneer Life for the winners in the 10-and-under dision. 


Las Piñas hosts cockfest 

ASMALLTIME COCKFEST WITH AN ENTRY FEE OF P1,100, DUBBED AS PAMI- 
oy Premyo 3-cock derby sizzles at Las Piñas Coliseum today and on Saturday 
with more than 80 entries. The guaranteed prize is P110,000 or more, said colise- 
tm manager Alex Tobias. A participant must hurdle the elimination round (1-cock) 
today to quai for the finals (2-cock ) on Feb. 25. Tobias aiso announced that pay- 
ing patrons may win a Sweater Lemon batle cross irom the Slang gamelarm of 
Mayor Nene Aguiar. Raffie draws wil be held from Thursday to Sunday (hack- 
figni). For deals, call 873-1040 and 874-3910. 


Heritage Cup at Araneta round 2 

ROUND TWO OF THE PHILIPPINE HERITAGE CUP 2006 5-COCK DERBY BLASTS 
oi today at the Araneta Coliseum featuring more than 100 fights. Action stants at 11 
fam wih Gran Matador and Ме Derby Ace as sponsors. A guaranteed prizo of 
500000 at stake for an entry fes of P1000. Seven entries topped the first day 
of action last Tuesday, each wih four wins and one loss: Stee Game GBAP of John 
Reyes and Danny Hali BMU Jody Red, Cristina of Tony Oppen, SR San Juan of 
Rau Adan, Lucban 531 of Anthony Lim. Katrina ot Buddy Robregado and TG Chi- 
nese Sweater of Bagay Brothers or delais, contact 911-2928 and 911-2101. 


Concrete Breaker derby Feb, 25 

THE CONCRETE BREAKER 5-COCK DERBY WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY AT 
the fully air-conditioned Makati Coliseum. Sponsor is B-Meg Derby Ace. A guaran- 
teed prize of P500,000 wil be disputed in hs derby to be hosted by Макай 
Sporsman Emil Chua Entry fes P22.00.Enres must be submitted tomorrow 
iom 2-9 pm Call 895-3545 and 895-8475 for inquiries. Another 5-cock derby 
sizes on Fe. 27 with newspaper publisher Jake Macasaet as host. 


a 


3-PEAT FOR UE FENCERS: University of the East’ fencing team bagged its 
third straight overall tido in the recent Escrima Liga National inter-school 
championships sponsored by the Philippine Amateur Fencers Assocation, 
РУС ал 105.1 Crossover: Emmet Penson (in dark shirt), president of Escrima. 
Liga organizer Team Ventures, presents the trophy to UE head coach Rufcl 
Endriano and assistant coaches Rolando Canlas and Chester Uy. 
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опо star striker Dan Padernal (5) Scored a hat trick to lead the оз to а 5-0 ыва. А 
sf North East Mindanao champion ligarVLanao del Norte: 


Iloilo, NCR booters 
show way to semis 


By Cedelf Tupas 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BAROTAC NUEVO—TEAM BISCO- 
cho House-Iloilo needed a wake-up 
call at halftime. It came from the 
people of this football-crazy town. 
With the crowd of about 3,000 getting 
uneasy at the break because ofa lacklus- 
ter first-half performance, the Iloilo boot- 
ers fought back from a goal down to 
notch a 5-2 triumph over Baguio and 
seize a semifinal berth in the PFE Nation- 


al Men's Open Championship here. 

"This ones for the people of Barotac. 
"They did not want us to lose; said Iloilo 
coach Lurex Araneta. 

Kenley Delgado struck twice in the first 
half to keep Пойо afioat, before Ruben 
Doctora, Bervic Italia and Dan Padernal 
knocked in a goal each in the final half as 
Toilo secured win No. 2 in Group B. 

"Ts difficult playing here, there's too 
much pressure on our part because the 
people know their football," said Doctora, 
who scored the go-ahead goal in the 70h 


minute from dose range. 

Пойоз dramatic win almost overshad- 
‘owed tide-holder National Capital Re- 
gionis 10 0routofIligan in a game where 
RP members Ali Bomomeo and lan 
‘Araneta came up with a hat trickeach. 

Tt was NCRS second win in as many 
games in Group A, giving the Manilefios 
another semis slot in the eight team tilt 

‘Completing the semifinal cast were 
newcomer Northem Cotabato and Negros 
Occidental, which pulled off a 1-0 win 
‘over Zamboanga for is second victory. 


Estimo, Torre hit back at Campo 


‘THE FIRST BLUNDER THAT LED TO 
the chess debacle in the recent South- 
east Asian Games was committed by 
no less than former Fide president 
Florencio Campomanes. 

Lawyer Samuel Estimo, secretary gen- 
ета] of the National Chess Federation of 
Philippines, said it was the man acknowl- 
‘edged as the father of RP chess who de- 
railed the country’s chances when he al- 
lowed the World Chess Federation to 
stage the World Chess Championship in 
Russia at exactly the same date as the 
SEAG chess competition 

“This man-made disaster deprived us 
of the services of Grandmaster Mark 
Paragua—the lone Southeast Asian su- 
per GM and the most bemedalled Fil- 
dpino athlete in the 2003 Vietnam SEA 
Games," said Estimo in a press statement 
yesterday. 


TERRY FULLERTON with Alessandra Madrigal 


Without Paragua, who picked up 
three golds in Viemam, the Filipinos ab- 
sorbed an unexpected gold medal 
shutout in eight events last December 

Campomanes blasted the present 
chess leadership for the dismal SEAG 
showing the other day at the PSA Forum, 
saying: "We used to teach countries like 
China, Viemam and India. Now they 
have surpassed us." 

Estimo added that Campomanes, 
through a top Fide official, had proposed 
to be part of the SEAG organizing com- 
mittee for chess, but the NCFP rejected 
the request. 

“For reasons known only to him, the 
original schedule of the World Chess 
Championship was then changed to co- 
incide wit the SEA Games,” said Estimo, 
adding that Campomanes flew on the 
same flight with Paragua to Russia 


He also denied charges of lack of 
grassroots development in chess, noting 
that the NCFP has regularly been staging 
toumament and lectures as far as Ca- 
gayan in the north and Iligan City in the 
south. 

М Eugene Torre, who be- 
f the world’s top players un- 
der Campomanes’ guidance, also rese 
ed his old benefactors advice “to give 
‘way so others will also have a chance." 

"1 зау this advice should be beter ad- 
dressed to him,” said Torre. “I feel that 1 
сап stil contribute to the RP cause in the 
SEA Games, Asian Games and Olympiads. 
When the time comes for me to deposit 
my chess seis and docks in a бозе, Iwill 
assure Campo that he will be the frst one 
to know. But before then, I sincerely re- 
quest him to let me decide the right tin 
when Iwill go” NM Marlon Bernardino 


V. World kart champ 
* coaching Madrigal 


ALESSANDRA Racing announced that 10-year-old racing 
prodigy Alessandra Madrigal will have a new coach in the 
person of British karting legend and former world champi- 
on Terry Fullerton. "The time has come for Alessandra to 
learn more advanced techniques and sharpen her skills. 
under a coach who has had extensive experience at the. 
world level both as a driver and manager,” said Alessan- 
dra Racing team owner Gerard Madrigal. Fullerton, who 
has a British Junior Championship. seven British Senior 
Championships, four European Championships and the 


1973 World Karting Crown under his belt, 


I be taking 


over from Allan Uy, according to Alessandra Racing team 


manager Blue Reyna. 


Lyceum stuns UST at home court 


PLAYING BEFORE A BOISTEROUS 
home crowd, Lyceum University 
stunned University of Sto. Tomas, 
81, forits first-ever win after five tries 
in the men’s basketball competition 
in the Hail and Away Invitational 
League recently 

Mark Ernest Fampulme, Fil-Am Rum 
Perry Scott and Amel Calimag combined 
for 49 points and Dennis Lloyd Marcos 
added eight for the Pirates, who trailed, 


Ravet-(Qn/T)-Screaming 


(ЖЛЕ  ?ВАСМС 
Ghar Gi bout Ga ГАРБ 


мај (5), Rebound (6) 
Race 2-(Qr/Tr Juan Mar- 
co (1), Seeing Red (5), 


30-41, at the hal 

Lyceum outscored UST in the third 
frame, 25-20, and in the fourth, 30-20, to 
secure the win in ће tournament orga- 
nized by Waffle Marketing Inc., and sup- 
ported by Adidas and Sunbolt. 

Fampulme finished with 18 points, 
Calimag added 17 and Scott chipped in 
14 to cushion another huge game by Jojo 
Dundl who scored a gamehigh 32 
points for the Growling Tigers. Jemal 


BYTOP CHOICE. 


Raco 640/0) Моаћаі $ ^4 
{aim Angol (P), Coe gohan 


Rae — 3-(Qr/T-Sweet 
Connections — (7 


Ghurka (7), Virginia 


Л 
Aram (3, Penny act T«Punta/i) Vlen- 


‘Wise (2), Softas (1) 
Васо A4Gn/i}-Ocean 
Deep (8, Shadowtar 
[23 паа en (1), 
iss Оу б) 
face Раната alta” QD 
tivo Daryll (1), Slew Queen (3). 
Dincsr (0, опоо 
(8), Dancing Озот 
fS voten thy 


Une Dancer (4j. Sir 
Banjo (9). Сей Mol 
(3). Simply Gold (2), 
Britney Magie (5) 

Васа -Super Оа 


Davao 
бойоп 


Pharaoh (4), Win Mer. 
Win (8). Control Freak 
(11), Dream Cross (9) 


Vizcarra added 10. 

The Lady Pirates, however, bowed to 
the UST Lady Growling Tigers, 67-56. 

Three days after the loss to Lyceum, 
UST bounced back with a 70-62 win over 
De La Salle University 

UST completed its domination of La 
Salle, as its women's squad also prevailed 
against the Lady Archers, 66-54. 

Rita Ann Vargas scored 17 points and 
Mary Elaine Orillano added 12 for UST. 


massere] MIXED PAIR: Sid 
j Gaze (he and 

Richie Santos became 
the first male-female 
mixed team tofnish 
runner-up in the. 
recent 38th Golden 
‘Tee Invitational 
Tournament at the 
Manila Golf and 
Country Club in 
Makati City. Tying for 
first in Division ll, the 
Castro-Santos duo 
had to settle for 
runner-up honors 
after the count back. 


oo) Te luxury cigarette 


IOPE 


Enjoy that 
great Hope freshness. 


Government Warning: 


Cigarette smoking is 
dangerous to your 


health. 
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‘Lighter’ 
Tiger still 
ready for 


палыз 


AUBURN HILLS, 
Michigan—Richard 
Hamilton scored 24 
points to help the Detroit 
Pistons open the post All- 
Star Game schedule with a 
97-87 win over the Atlanta 
Hawks in National Basket- 
ball Association play on 

Tuesday. 


Rasheed Wallace added 21 points 
and hauled down 12 rebounds for 
the Pistons, who improved their 
record to 435, the best in the 

NBA. 

‘The Pistons were led by 
their four all-stars, who 
helped the Eastern Confer- 
ence beat the Westem Con- 
ference in the annual game 

on Sunday, pulling away in the 
third quarter after leading by just two 
points at the half. 

Chauncey Billups added 19 points 
and dished out 15 assists for the Pistons, 
while Ben Wallace had nine points, 17 
rebounds and five blocks. 

Hamilton, Billups and the two Wal- 


Winter Olympics: Italian 
bushes American squabble 


TURIN, ITALY—AN ITALIAN POLICE- 
man quelled an American speedskat- 
ing feud at the Winter Olympics—by 
taking the gold medal himself. 

While Chad Hedrick and Shani 
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laces played in the allstar game for De- 
troit, which won its second straight. 

Tayshaun Prince, the only Pistons 
starter not to play in Houston, chipped 
in with 14 points for Detroit. 

But the Pistons needed all five oftheir 
starters to contribute to beat the stub- 
bom Hawks, as Detroit got only 10 
points from its bench. 

“I thought we executed when we 
needed to, in the second half” Detroit 
coach Flip Saunders told reporters. 

Saunders coached his four starters in 
the All-Star Game and told reporters his 
team were a litte out of synch after 
playing for the first time since the break. 

‘Al Harrington led the Hawks with 20 
points and 10 rebounds, but Atlanta 
slipped to 16-35 after winning five of 
their previous eight games. 

Josh Childress added 18 points for 
the Hawks, while Josh Smith had 10 
points and 15 rebounds. 

“We played solid, but we made a few 
mistakes," Childress said. 

"They are а veteran team with alot of 
experience and if you make mistakes 
against them, they will hurt you.” 

In Indianapolis, Danny Granger 
scored 22 points and had 11 rebounds 
as the Indiana Pacers beat the New Or- 
leans Homets, 97-75. 

In Cleveland, Zydrunas Ügauskas 


Davis bickered over who was better $ 


credentialed to win the 1,500 meters 


scored 24 points and had 
13 rebounds to help 
Cavaliers beat the 

Magic, 105-92. 

LeBron James add: 
points for the Cavali 

Dwight Howard h 
23 points and had 14 
boards for the Magic 

ЖАТ 
Gilbert Arenas scored 
34 points in the Wiz 
ards 90-78 win over 
the Minnesota Ti 
berwolves. 

In Memphis, Pat 
Gasol scored 21 as 
the Grizzlies beat 
"Toronto, 94-88. 

In Milwaukee, 
Vince Сапег 
starred with 45 
points and Jason 
Kidd added 12 
points, 12 re- 
bounds and had 
13 assists for 
triple double to le 
the New Jersey № 
an 89-85 victory 
Bucks. Re 

МВА on Soar. 830 am—Ortando we 
New Jersey ерау. Bpm) 
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CARTER: 45 big points. 


Rich TCC 
Invitational 


starts today 


CANLUBANG—THE COUNTRY CLUB INVI- 
tational gets going today with one of the 


biggest 


purses in local golf history and 


World golf 


‘CARLSBAD, CALIFORNIA—YOU CAN NEVER 
сай Tiger Woods a lightweight on the golf 
course, but he is five pounds lighter after he suf- 
fered a fever for three days earlier this week. 

‘The top seed will face No. 64 Stephen Ames in 
the first round of the 7.5 million-dollars World 
Match Play here Wednesday at the La Costa Re- 
sortand Spa. 

Tt will be an interesting day for Woods be- 
‘cause Ames, born in Trinidad and now a Canadi- 
an citizen, criticized Woods in an interview with 
the Calgary Herald, describing him “spoiled” and 
claimed that Woods was not the straightest driv- 
er in the world. 

“Anything can happen, especially when he's 
hitting the ball,” said Ames, who slipped into the 
GA-player event after three players, including 
Sergio Garcia, declined to play. 

"These words might motivate Woods to set the 
[o straight with Ames, But he is pulling out 

f: 


at Oval Lingotto, Enrico Fabris went 
about the business Tuesday—setting 
the quickest time (1 minute, 45.97 
seconds) with.four pairs yet to race 
and holding on for his and Italy's sec- 
ond surprise speedskating gold medal 
of the Turin Games. 

The triumph set off a chorus of *I- 
talia, Ltakia" from the ever-swelling 
home crowd and silenced the Ameri- 
cans fora while. 

Davis, who stormed out of a post- 
race press conference with Hedrick, 
had kinder words for Fabris than he 
did for his own teammate. 

“I am very proud of him, hes a 
champion,” said Davis. 

Fabris became the first non-US 
skater to win an individual men's 
event at Turin—he earlier helped the 
Italians win the team pursuit and won 
a bronze medal in the 5,000. 

In figure skating, world champion 


Frankie Mifioza making a rare appearance in 
a Philippine tournament. 

Mifioza joins a stellar cast in ће field of the 
P4-million event. 

He faces the challenge of the likes of veter- 
ans Cassius Casas, Tony Lascuna, Robert 
Pactolerin, Danny Zarate and Mars Pucay and. 
young turks Angelo Que, Gerald Rosales, 
Cookie La'O and defending champion Jerome 
Delariarte. 

Newly-minted professionals Juvic Pagun- 
san and Artemio Murakami will also mount 
their charge. 

But no one holds a distinct advantage at the 
daunting The Country Club, whose character. 
and form change in every twirl of the wind. 

"The top prize is P1.2 million, put up by 
Ricky Razon in 2003 to honor the memory of 
his father, Don Pocholo. 

Meanwhile, teener Debbie de Villa, the 
reigning RP Ladies Open champ, and national 
pool members Anya Tanpinco and Lora 
Roberto also see action in the event as part of 
their buildup for the Thailand Ladies Open: 


Xavier School dribblers score double triumph 


XAVIER SCHOOL SCORED A RARE 
golden double when it ruled both 
the Aspirants and Juniors divisions 
in the recent Tiong Lian basketball 
competitions at the UNO Gym. 

‘The Aspirants, handled by Jojo 
Imutan, did the trick first, beating 
St. Stephen's high school squad, 
72-71, in а one-game finals last 
Feb. 11 to cap their dominance in 
the event. 

They won the title in grand 
fashion by stringing up nine 
straight wins for their fourth 
straight championship. 

And last Thursday, Patrick 


GREAT DEALS OF QUALITY 


AUTOWIDE 


ENRICO Fabris goes for the gold in men's speed skating. 


Irena Slutskaya could only watch as 
Sasha Cohen's beautiful routine in the 
women's short program edged her for 
first place. 

Cohen, aiming for the United 
States’ third consecutive women's 
skate gold medal at an Olympics, 
leads by 0.3 points ahead of Thurs- 
day's decisive free skate. 

А win there for Slutskaya would 
complete an unprecedented figure 


skating Olympic medal sweep for Rus- 
sia at the Olympics. 

Fabris wasnt the only member of 
Italy's police network pulling surprises 
at the Olympics. Italian authorities 
launched a second ovemight raid on 
housing used by Austrian biathlon and 
cross country athletes orstaffin the Ital- 
ian Alps and uncovered more equip- 
‘ment linking disgraced ski coach Walter 
‘a fever that he says took five pounds off him. Mayer with possible blood doping. AP 
“Tm not quite (100 percent) yet, but good 
enough,” Woods said. “I had a fever for three 
days, didn't touch a club, didn't do anything. I 
fried to get my energy back up. Five pounds is a 
Tot for me, so its going to take a long time to put 
jtbackon" 
© Woods, who in six appearances has won this 
event twice and runner-up once, was diplomatic 
about Ames latest comment. 

"Stephen is very straight, very patient and its 
going to bea good match,” he said. 

{ Ames also said this is the only tournament on 
the PGA Tour that is more exciting on the first 
Hay than the last. 

{. Thirsytwo players will go home Wednesday 
hight, and if past form is any guide, some of the 
biggest names will be among them. 

* Among the interesting first round match-ups 
isdefending champion David Toms who will face 
Englishman lan Poulter. 

y Toms was brilliant last year, when scored a 6 
End 5 vietory over Chris DiMarco. AFP 


Aquino's Juniors squad out- 
classed Chiang Kai Shek, 84-73, 
in their best-of-5 title seri 

They also finished wi 
maculate 9-0 win-loss card. 

‘The game was closer than the 
final score indicated. The Stal 
lions, who took Game 1, 72-61, 
encountered some scary mo- 
ments but Charles Tiu and Mare 
Tio came to their rescue, scor 
big baskets down the stretch to fi 
nally pull away for good. 

Woody Co was voted as the 
tournament's most valuable play- 
er after the match. 


„сә Metro Mona Tong Linn Basketball Аз v 


XAVIER SCHOOL 


CHAMPION 
Lure Б 
MEMBERS of the Xavier School junior squad celebrate capturing the Tiong Lian Cup. With them 
are team manager Caesar Wongchuking, consultant Nemie Villegas and coach Pat Aquino. 


Sports, showbiz luminaries try luck 
in 1st celebrity charity poker event 


ITSUBISHI CANTER 
CARGO" TRUCK 


TRUCKS, PASSENGER WANS & SUVS 
IG PRISE dann February f] TO March 


UWE GUE Sesars stam 0500nm. 


Lot C Rizal Highway, Subic Ga 
Lot 638 Innovative St. Subic 


(6 MOTORS INTL. CORF 


myautowids-com! 


y Freeport Zone. Philippinen 2222 


THE LIST OF CELEBRITIES TRYING 
оп poker faces just got bigger. 

Bowling international Hall of Fame 
inductee Bong Coo, Formula 3 driver 
and two-time Kaner of the Year 
awardee ЈР Tuason join a stellar cast of 
32. celebrities from sports, broadcast, 
business, modeling and showbusiness 
in the First Annual Celebrity Poker for a 
Cause presented by World Poker Tour 
(WPT) Philippines. 

Hosted by Asia Agcaoili, the first part 
of the tournament will air tonight over 
Studio 23 at 10:30 pm. ABS-CBN 
Sponsis the local parmer of WPT Enter- 
prises, Inc. 

Pagcor put up one million pesos prize 
money for donation о different charita- 
ble organizations, including pet chari- 


ties ofthe Final Table Top б. 

Aside from Coo and Tuason, other 
sports personalities vying for the Final 
‘Table Top 6 are Ginebra forward Migs 
Noble, La Salle and Rain or Shine stand- 
out Junjun Cabatu, Olympian, Sports 
Taik anchor and exSenator Freddie 
Webb and ‘broadcaster son, Jason 
Webb. 

Aside from Coo, other ladies in the 
tournament are actresses Jacklyn Jose, 
Mylene Dizon, Jeni Hernandez, Angelu 
de Leon, Katya Santos, Happee Sy, mod- 
el Aliya Parcs and Breakfast Super Sizes 
Angel Rivero. 

Also in the list are РВІз Butch 
Maniego, NCAAs Henry Atayde, ESPN 
and ABS-CBN Spons’ Anthony Suntay, 
Studio 23's Sports Report anchor TJ 


Manotoc, Sports TV hosts Bobby Yan 
and Jinno Rufino and Hotwire host Joe 
Guerrero. 

Band frontmen Chito Miranda of 
Parokya ni Edgar and Vince Alaras of 
South Border join other showbiz lumi- 
naries Alfie Lorenzo, Epy Quizon, KC 
Montero, Archie Alemania, Paolo 
Paraiso, Johnny Revilla, Joaquin Valdes, 
Reden Araneta, Gabb Drilon, Andrei Fe- 
lix, and Franco Mabanta. 

“The champion will win P500,000 to 
be divided among for his or her chosen 
foundation, Bantay Bata 163, and a 
Pagcor-assigned charity. The winner 
gets a $25,000 seat in the WPT Celebri- 
ty Invitational in Los Angeles, California 
where Hollywood stars like James 
‘Woods and Ben Affleck will see action, 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2006 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


le 


nom 


E-mail pr_entertainment@inquirer.com.ph 


“Text us your feedback: inquirer ent name/agelcityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Cinemalaya drops FDCP 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


THE CINEMALAYA PHILIPPINE INDEPEN- 
dent Film Festival, now on its second year, 
breaks away from the Film Development 
Council of the Philippines. 

‘Announced at the festival launch last week 
was the list of organizers, now limited to Cin- 
emalaya Foundation, Philippine Multi-Media 
System Inc. (PMSI), Cultural Center of the 
Philippines and UP Film Institute. 


formed. In true indie spirit, it is autonomous 
from the public sector and the FDCR the gov- 
етпелі body mandated to oversee the film 
industry. 
However, Cojuangco said, “If there are ar- 
eas of cooperation, we can still work with [the 
jovernment). We put a premium on continu- 
y. We won't be around forever. This early, we 
are looking for young people who can eventu- 
ally take over. We even plan to set up a Cine- 
malaya school and production company” 


LAURICE Guillen and Tonyboy Cojuangco: 
"Like-minded individuals.” 


Antonio "Tonyboy" Cojuangco, owner of 
PMSI, confirmed this development in ап ex- 
clusive interview with INqumtm Entertain- 
ment: "We didn't envision Cinemalaya as a 
formation of different organizations. Rather, 
ifs а gathering of like-minded individuals 
who share a passion for independent films.” 

He explained that the incorporators have 
been working together in the arts for 
decades. 


ERIC Bana and Ayelet July Zurer in Spielberg’s latest movie. 


Why an R-13 for ‘Munich’? 
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БОШКО 
Real value 2 

“Imet Nes Jardin [ССР president] through 1 
Tanghalang Pilipino,” he said. "Nick Tiongson E ay 1 
[dean, UP College of Mass Communications] 
was my professor in Ateneo. | met Laurice 
Guillen [Cinemalaya competition director] in 
college, when she was taking her master's. 
The late Rolando Tinio was our teacher.” 

When Cinemalaya was put up last year, 
Guillen was still FDCP chair. “Unfortunately,” 
Cojuangco said, "she was unceremoniously 
kicked out of the council. We don’t approve of 
what happened." 

He insisted: “It wasn't the FDCP that was 
important to us; it was Laurice. More than the 
organizations, we value the incorporators." 

Last year, the Cinemalaya Foundation was 


oy 

IR. Cruz "Munich" is set in the after- f 

math of the massacre of Israeli. 
athletes in the Munich 
Olympics in 1972. Israel intel- 
ligence officer Avner (Eric Ba- 
na) leads an undercover team 
to assassinate the Palestinian 
terrorist group Black Septem- 
ber, accused of plotting the 
Munich massacre. 

‘Even the ‘pumping scene’ 
being questioned—with Avner 
and his wife (Ayelet July Zur- 
er)—wasn’t vulgar. Only their 
faces were shown,” Laguardia 
said. 

She compared “Munich” to 
“Schindlers List,” another 
Spielberg film. “That was even 
banned for a while, but was 
eventually shown on account 
of public clamor” 


MUNICH? ISNT ALL ABOUT 
violence. There are a lot of 
lessons to be learned from this 
movie,” Movie and Television 
Review and Classification 
Board (MTRCB) chair Marissa 
Laguardia said on Tuesday. 

Iuquinen Entertainment had 
sought Laguardia’s reaction to 
criticisms that the board has 
received for giving the Steven 
Spielberg film an R-13 rating. 

“Is а litle violent" she 
said, “[but] its not gory. Irs 
done in good taste and has re- 
deeming values. I watched it 
myself, The movie [exhorts 
viewers] to embrace their reli- 
gion and ideals [but] to reflect 
before taking action.” 
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Catch the Cineplex Special. 
‘Get а Mini Shabu-Shabu Cash Certificate worth P100 00 
for every single purchase of two (2) tickets of any movie. 
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ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 
CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


‘THURSDAY, FEBRUARY EAD | 
m 


Eating nostrils 
and other Punon 
boob-tube 

booboos E. 


HOST: WHAT WERE THE CONCLUSIONS OF BIG МОММАЗ | 
the group about the reasons for the resulting. t HOUSE 2 
commotion? mm 
Guest: Well, first of all and basically, the se- 
curity is lack. ‘VE PCS A CHENG TME LECT VOC WOT PRO NOTCE FOR CREMA NES, CAL: 722 4494, 


(Ah, s0...) казазазазазвзазвзазвзааззаза 


Host: How important 
is scent in cooking? VIEWFINDER 
I mercem mm ^ 4MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA 
Guest: Oh, it's very 
important. Scent is 
the confirmation of 
our nostrils’ desire to 
eati 3 
(Do you eat 4 = === 
thi h 
roug! Nestor U. Torre THE FUNNIEST FILM 


your—nose?) EOR THE WHOLE FAMILY THIS FEBRUARY! 


Host: What is young fashion? How is it dif- STEVEMARTIN 


ferent from fashion for mature women? KEVIN KLINE BEYONCE KNOWLES 
AR FP, 
en. 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
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6 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 


4 SYRIANA • THX 


2CLOSE TO YOU 7 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 


3 MURDER 8 AEON FLUX 


9 PINK PANTHER 


PROMENADE OREENHILLS 


5 FINAL DESTINATION 3 40 THE BRIDGE OF SAN LUIS REY 


FOR INQURIES а RESERVATON, PLS. CAL. 721-6°26 O8 721-0535 


1 CLOSE TO YOU 


2 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 5 MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA 


Guest: Fashion for young women should 
make you bounce! x 
(Boink! Boink! Boink!) 


3 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 6 FINAL DESTINATION 3 


Host: What is your group's objective? 
Guest: We want unity of faith. We want to 
link up with other Christian dominations. 


(—To end up dominating them?) SMETRO E, 

Host: I thought you were working in a call | 1BROKEBACK MOU NTAIN 
center? 

Guest: I applied, but sad to say, hindi ako 
tinanggap, dahil sa buhok ko, masyado daw 
dry and limp! 

(Not like in the shampoo commercials, 
huh?) 3SYRIANA 


4 MURDER 7 SYRIANA 


5 MGA BATANG BANGKETA 


2 MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA 6 FINAL DESTINATION 3 


7 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 


Host: What should I wear for a job inter- 
view? Pantha mond ia missing. 
Guest: To make a good first impression, use Em iu a ic seiring in сыз 
an outfit that will platter your pigure. "M mee 
(Ok, pine.) 


4 PINK PANTHER 8 CLOSE TO YOU 


Host: What is your organization’s goal this 1 MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA 
year? 2 PINK PANTHER 

Guest: If possible, we want to quantify the BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
quality of our projects. 

(How do you plan todo that?) NOW SHOWING 

Host: What is your advice to young gradu- 
ates this year? 


рн 28D ‘CIRBERELLA LOVE STORY an 


(How hard can it get?!) 
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5 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
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2 SYRIANA 

3 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
4 FINAL DESTINATION 3 


41 WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
2CLOSE TO YOU 

З RESERVE 

4 RESERVE 


Host: What have you learned from your 
successes, as well as your failures, in your out- 
standing career? 

Guest: Planning is everything. Ifyou havea 
good and detailed plan, as the saying goes, 
success is only one length arm away! 

(No, that's not how the saying goes!) 


velusive 
SCREENING 
Robinsons Movieworld 
GALLERIA 
starting FEBRUARY 22 


Host: Do you have any final words for our 
viewers? 
Guest: Above all, please understand us be- 
fore you judge us—that’s what we would like 
to appear to the public. 
(Ay, appear!) 
Host: Why are you a teacher? 
Guest: Because there are many positive val- 
ues we need to impark to our students. * 
(Ay, impark!) Г [. (949) 787-3068 
we (0433125870 
Host: Why was there so much security at 
the conference—was there a terrorist threat? 
Guest: No specific threat, but we do not ler 
our guards down. 
(Уез, all 120 of them!) 
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Post-V show 
JENINE Desiderio 
stars in a a post- - 
Valentine — concert, SYRIANA 
"Jenine Низ the 120051 205/5451 8% 
Peak," on Saturday, 9 
p.m, at the Thrams For ticket Inquiries please Текче at 911-5555 or log on to www ticketnet com.ph 
Bar and Restaurant. SACRO TUS 
Featured bands are 

The Blithe, Bigger 

Than Normal and In- 

Than Nora Tide | WWE RAW LIVE TOUR ‘Bb PILIPINAS CORONATION NIGHT 
"World, 819-9999 or FEB.24, FRI ^ prm & РЕВ. 25 SAT 4 pm MARCH 4, SATURDAY B pm 
Thrams, 410-0670. 
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шу living. It airs on 3 CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 
Saturdays, Sundays 4saw2 3 NEW WORLD 
41 WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
presented by CNN = À Б x 
anchor Monita Raj- G 4 
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| Levemall! 


ALABANG 
TOWN 
AYALACENTER SER AYALA CENTER 


AYALA CENTER 
CEBU 


Child Development 
Center of Cebu's 
‘Commencement Rites 
Februray 28. 2006 


Baby Looney Tunes in 
The Bwave Little Hero. 
February 24 to 26, 2008 


Rexona for Men Live Extreme 
February 23, 2006 


Ayala Greenbelt's Chocolate Fi 
February 13 to 28, 2006. 


_——————=——=—=ш—ш——— 
E Repertory Philippines presents. 


I LOVE YOU, YOU'RE PERFECT, NOW CHANGE 
at REP's Globe Theater - 
February 17 to 19, 2416/26, March 3 to 5, 10 to 12, 2006 
For inquiries, pis. call 88720710 


А i | je 


Come & view the 
20th ASIAN INTERNATIONAL ART EXHIBIT 
For inquiries, please call 757-7117 © 21 loc 29/ 
Or visit www ayalamuseüm org 


AYALA CINEMAS 


Reserve your sets by texting SURESEATS GB3 or SURESEATS G4 to 2333 (Globe) or 211 (Smart) 


YMO CRESS “log o to www. sureveats.com for web reservations. 


Movie schedules may change without prior notice. For verification call 729 7777 
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бикини. 


SYRIANA 


4 юыкрантнЕя |5 7 ctose To vou 


AEON FLUX 2 MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA 
21,505 800.1170 
тилпон 
BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 
(GUARANTEED SEATS 


UN 
PET 28 
ЕНЕНЕ 


MUNICH IE BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN ТЕ 


199,490 750 1030 dd eut euo 
бияка SEMIS. GUARANTEED SEATS 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA 2 Bic MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 


FINAL DÉSTINATION 3 


SYRIANA E m" 


3 


2 RUMOR HAS IT AEON FLUX 4 CLOSE TO YOU 


|. mino seymour ноп usable а unforgettable parformance 
Ra Truman Capote maxon him the frontrunner for every 
Dest Actor prise in the book. Great вошт ie quiekallver, 
impossible to pin down in words. But You know It when you aod it 
nd you sos t with dancing clarity i thi landmark portrayal 
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All-Digital Cinemas 


MARKET! 


MARKET! 


Final Destination 3 
The {м E = 


Memoirs of Geisha 
еу 5 


Without prior notice. 
Customer Service Hotline: 836-7515 


Big Momma's Hous: 


Feb, 16, Saturday, 4pm 
Metro Fiet Null 
Feb. 25, Saturday, 4pm 
Feb. 26, Sunday, 4pm E 


Valentine 


те! Jon ‘of REX NAVARRETE 


© ә © SM NORTH EDSA CINEMA 1 


February 24, 2006, 8:00 PM 


SM Southmall Cinema 3 
February 25, 2006, 8:00 PM 


My funny 


Free LOWER BOX TICKET for every purchase of 
ilone) Rex CD + med. Popcom & Dnnk! P 500.00 


Free UPPER BOX TICKET for every purchase of 
1 (опе ) той Popcorn & Drink for P 300.00 


Avaliable al the following SM Cinema Snackbars: 
North Edsa, andSouthmall 


QA (іс DARE з eA paua] 


FEARLESS 
Avv 
RED CARPET PREMIERE 
TONIGHT at 7:30 pam. 
SM Ciry Manila * Cinema 6 


Wath the sp pexpation of the Wishu Federation of the Philippines 
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Sm CITY FAIRE 

PINK PANTHER 

MGA BATANG BANGKETA || 
NEW WORLD 

AEON FLUX 
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MEMORIES OF GEISHA 
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1 cLose To You 
AEON FLUX 
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SYRIANA 
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PINK PANTHER 
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AEON FLUX 
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NEW WORLD 
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1 WILL ALWAYS LOVE Youl| 
FIREWALL 
£ SYRIANA 
'STCITY SAN LAZARO 
FINAL DESTINATION 3 
BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
j MEMORIES OF GEISHA 


BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 

FIREWALL 

Saw 2 

SYRIANA 
БИШЕ 

MEMORIES OF GEISHA 

BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 

FINAL DESTINATION 3 

CLOSE ro vou 

AEON FLUX 

SYRIANA 

MGA BATANG BANGKETA 
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PINK PANTHER 

RESERVED 


SM SUPERCENTER SUCAT 
BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 


1: PINK PANTHER 
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CLOSE ro vou 
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CLOSE To You 
MEMORIES OF GEISHA 


SYRIANA 
3, MGA BATANG BANGKETA 
CLOSE ro You 


ЗМ CITY PAMPANGA 
WILL ALWAYS LOVE ХОШ 
MEMORIES OF GEISHA 
BLOODRAYNE 
PINK PANTHER 
NEW WORLD 
CLOSE TO YOU 
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CLOSE TO YOU 
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AEON FLUX 
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MGA BATANG BANGKETA 
CLOSE TO YOU. 


Зм CITY BACOOR 
FIREWALL 
PINK PANTHER 
FINAL DESTINATION 3 
BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
AEON FLUX 
CLOSE TO YOU. 
TWILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
MEMORIES OF GEISHA 
SM GMY STA. ROSA 
GOAL 
BLOODRAYNE 
1 WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
CLOSE ro you 
"SH CIT MARAS 
FIREWALL 
CLOSE TO YOU 
т WILL ALWAYS LOVE You! 
NEW WORLD 


SM СІІ BASMARINAS 
NEW WORLD 

CLOSE ro vou 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 
MEMORIES OF GEISHA, 


SM GiT LUCENA 
; UNDERWORLD 2 


WALK THE LINE 
THE MAID 
с\озЕ ro vou 

‘StH CITY BATANGAS 
FIREWALL 

. NEW WORLD 
GOAL 
CLOSE To You 


‘StH CITY CEBU 
RESERVED 


MEMORIES OF GEISHA 
AEON FLUX 

RUMOR HAS IT 
PROOF 

BLOODRAYNE 

CLOSE To You 

PINK PANTHER 


EIU 
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RESERVED 
UNDERWORLD 2 
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CLOSE To You 
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MEMORIES OF GEISHA 


SM CITY BAUAG 
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ComickRelief ~ 


BYBILLAMEND A. LIPIN 


— ПУШ 


BY JESS ABRERA 


1 NEED A FIVE- 
LETTER WORD 

FOR "COMPUTER |, 

 HAYOC-WREAKER. 


NG EDSAP 


ANO BANE FLANO 
MÍO SA ANIBERSARYO 


YON LANG Viro NGA LANG ой 


STOP THAT! I DON'T 

MAKE FACES WHEN YOUR 

FAVORITE SHOW 15 ON 
e 


= 7 
NOONG MINSAN BROSIA aa TIGILAN 
AREN Vilis) MO RAT 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


SURE, I CAN 
FLY -T JUST 


FLAP М? 
WINGS 


REAL Навр! 
ror) 


‘ TL 
A 

E Е Fuap 

N _ + 


е 


(Wout You FeeL AD 
IF I ell it fo Your 
FACe tHAt You Look 
INCREDIBLY RiDicuLous? 


1 Look 
RiDicuLous?! 


T Dion’ зач tat T 
But IF I weRe to 
SAM it, Witu You 
FeeL BAD? 


BREATH: 
TAKING] 


Ps 


PA RELA 


[oot wnat iF x 

Give Чоу SuBTLe 
Hints? WiLL Чоо 
энщ. FeeL BAD? 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


MIKROKOSMOS 


PAGLAKI KO, GUSTO Kone 
MAGKARON NG FARM 


YOU BORN TODAY: There are several sides to you. Your style flexes. You're pragmatic. You're an excellent problem- 
solver because you have a fine, analytical mind. You're also a convincing communicator through writing, teaching, 
Sales or acting. You have your feet on the ground. The year ahead is fun-loving, social and wonderful for relation- 


ships. 


Birthdate of: Peter Fonda, actor; Kristin Davis, actress; Dakota Fanning, actress. 


ARIES (March 21 to 
е April 19): Your ability to 
ssweet-talk bosses and 
important people is 
amazing today! Now is 
the time to ask for permission for 
something. Or perhaps you want to 


suggest a project? 
connected with higher 


education, publishing 


and the media. People will cooper- 
ate with you now. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): This is an ex- 
cellent day to make trav- 
el plans or do anything 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): If you ask for 
‘extra staf, increased re- 
Sources or help from 
others, you'll get it to- 
day (The odds are very good.) Don't 
be afraid to speak up, because youre 
rowing with ihe tide. 


you believe їп. Үоште а 


regular smooth talker today! People. 
believe you. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Now is the 
time to discuss your 
ideas about publishing, 
the media or whatever 


DAILY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Smacking blow. 


5 Sink 
10 Road choice 


14 Cash drawer 
15 "Plaza Sute" 


seting 


16 Jai 
17 Blues singer 


James 
18 Revere 


19 Unused 
20 Siar of Moly 


McGee quote 


22 Рап 2 of quote. 
24 Categories 


25 Bony 
28 Close in on 


30 Par 3 of quote 
34 Set the pace. 
36 Rounded 


toman 
38 Merts 


39 Deed 
40 Part of quate 


42 Pen lud 


Jan P-Olschwang 


as eed hand Huntington Beach, 

46 Saton and 
Sargasso 

41 Pant 5 of quote 

49 McCanhys 
айотеу Roy 

51 Hot sulfur ‘contraction 
springs of 9 First-year 
Spain students at 

5з Window sil ‘Annapols 

56 Par 6 of quote 10 Census unit in 

59 End of quote ‘Mexico Cty 

61 Foray 31 Ken or Lena 

B2 The ones there 12 Chimed 

65 Weghty sound 13 Baby foxos 

66 Tobe, in Tous 21 Expiorer 

87 Fix ly Johnson 

88 Go, 23 More 
Inexperienced 

26 Meals-on- 
wheels 
recipients 

27 Nercotons. 

29 Troy, NY sch. 

El 

32 Sicilan reson 

33 ines. 

34 Moun expanse 

35 Back ak? 

37 Toggle swich 


‘options 
40 Алу gene 


6 Roundup 
7 DOES. 

command 
в Poetic 


underground 
69 Flanders мег 
70 Labors 

71 Box for practice 


DOWN 

1 Goulash and 
ragout 

2 Stone: pret. 

3 AC generator 

4 Started a 
garden 

5 Biggers' 
detective 


cA 


EX 


zu 


нос [эү 


|| 
| 


55 Terminator 

56 Low card 

57 Panamas and 
fedoras 

58 тоза, 


octcaly 
во Cincinnati pros 
63 Med. care pan. 
64 Опе! sash 


$4 Mid Dutch 
cheese 


PARA MAKAPAG-ALAGA 
Ne Mea HAYOP! 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You know exactly 
what to do today wit 
the wealth of others or 
things that other people 

‘own. Some kind of advantage will 


E 


THE 
STAMPEDE 
PARANOID 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
wow, MABUTI ‘YAN 
PERO HUNAG KANG 
MAG ALAGA а TUPA, 
MAHIRAP DAW YON t 


Е TUWING BIBILANGIN Mo 
SILA, MAKAKATULOG KA! 


help you improve your job or get a 

better one! 
VIRGO (Aug. 23 to BEN 
Sept. 22): Talk to рап- 
mers and close friends 

MK today. Make plans for 

parties and social occa- 

sions in the future. Or perhaps, you 

just want to party today! Why not? 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Coworkers are very 
supportive and helpful 
today. They might even 
help you in a personal, 

domestic way. Someone could come 

to your home and please you. 
also a great day for play- 


ful activities with chil- 


dren. You feel witty, prankish and in 
the mood for fun. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to KIKO MACHINE 
Nox. 21): This is a won- 
derful day for a party. I's 


SAGITTARIUS (Nox. 22 
to Dec, 21): Family dis 
садот especially 
бозата about mon: 

W с businesses or pur- 

hosing something- are 

fruitful today. You can also make 
money from home today 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 LOVEKNOTS 


TR GUnGs Beak Colectcn т Arata na a ial ng аратага Branchet al Chunky Far Fang Galery sa Cubas X T BA nat 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


MAKES YOU WONDER 
FANTASY THIS I5. 


F pu iso BA NAISIP nA "NI 
BAKA ANG LAHAT ANG WALA H 


Swar? DINYOBA NAISIP Ai 
"You? AHG! KINAKAHON A 


"Simo ms Supr? pros? 
ario KONG MTUME PLA 
э SA Cosmic HARMONY 
ме Ne Cosmos” BABA- 
"Guru ke FOR UNIFOR- 
утэ? яу Ses! 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


to Jan. 19): You can 
definitely earn money 
writing, selling, teach- 
ing or marketing today. 
Your words can turn into 
cash. This is an excellent day to sign 
contracts or enter into negotiations 


with others. 
making ideas. Theyre 


KUNG ANG SIGAW NG 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Write down 
some of your money- 


A definitely worthwhile. 


All Aquarians are born SO years 


BAYAN 20 YEARS AGS 
AY HINDI KA қае... 
Г 


DAPAT NGAYON, 

ANG ISIGAW 

NG BAYAN 
BY. 


YunGeaco КА NAAM! 


D 


ahead of their time. Don't listen to 


others who might try to discourage TULDOK 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


you. 
PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): This is a 
lovely day to enjoy the 
‘company of friends and 
groups. Accept all invi- 
tations; extend a few 

yourself. Be social and friendly to ev- 

eryone you meet. 


WE ARE NOT 
THE GME... 
HOP KEW 


Leer DEER 


^ 
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; Simply Amazin! 


MARY Elizabeth Winstead and Ryan 
Merriman in “Final Destination 3.” 


Humor saves 
horror sequel 


Does Death really have 
all day to chase these 
narcissistic kids around? 


NEW YORK—THE THIRD TIME USUALLY 
isn't the charm when it comes to movie fran- 
chises. Think “The Godfather: Part Ill,” “Re- 
turn of the Jedi,” “Spy Kids" or "Halloween." 

“Final Destination 3,” however, is in some 
ways better than the original horror movie 

from 2000, if only because it has a 
sense of humor. 

That doesnt mean 

there's anything new 

REVIEW here. Director James 

Wong and Glen Morgan, 
with whom Wong co- 
wrote the script, essen- 

tially returns to the structure of their first “Fi- 
nal Destination.” 

This time, a group of high school seniors 
survives a doomed roller coaster ride instead 
of a doomed plane trip by getting out ahead of 
time. Then they're similarly picked off, one- 
by-one, by the mind-bogglingly sadistic whim 
of Death. 

(if there's one thing the series gets right, it's 
that teenagers can be self-centered and nar- 
cissistic enough to believe Death has all day to 
chase them around, planning their demise in 
elaborately clever ways. As if.) 


Spectacle 

“The roller coaster crash, truly a spectacle, is 
also the best part of the movie—an intense 
chain reaction of wobbling wheels and split 
ting tracks, flying cars and students dangling 
upside-down, screaming in the night sky. 
Make sure you get to the theater on time. 

The character Wendy foretells the accident 
and several classmates witness it happen ex- 
MP) actly as she described. Astute girl that Wendy 

is—they didn't make her editor of ће year- 
book for nothing—she figures out that the 
kids are dying in the exact order in which they 

{ would have sat on the roller coaster. 

Unlike the first film, which was painfully 
J|. serious, the deaths here have a darkly funny 

sensibility about them. For example, two girls 
getitina horrific tanning-salon disaster. 

All ofthis should be viewed in a packed the- 
ater, notin a couch by yourself, bored on a Fri- 
day night. Not because it's so scary that you 
need to be around others to feel safe. On the 
contrary, the ridiculously complicated gross- 
‘out factor is best experienced with many oth- 
ers laughing justashard as youare. АР 
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Sofar Enecsiomens Corporation #27] 
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EMI Philippines has signed Hilera, grand 
champion in Nescafe Soundskool's 


Pinal qa e «Ж?Р Ea "uj. рете? recently concluded intercollegiate band 
e 299 ар á ы EE 4 competition. The trio consists of (from 
pe ын 5 en 

~ ef) assist Ivan Garcia, drummer 
Bobby Padilla and vocalist Christ Padilla. 


Now that you're thinking about a new home, call us. 
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RP seen getting credit-rating upgrad 


INQUIRER MONITOR 


| Figures that matter in our nation's Ме 


| Oil-outwar: Coco costs more than soy* 


| COCONUT al cost an average o 24 percent more than soybean ct 
| Worónido from January to December 2005. Coconut ol was the 
| Philippines third topexportin December 2005, earning P93.3 million. 


Prices of coconut oil and soybean oil 
în US dolars per metric ton 
3€ 
NS 
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Jamie Alarcon, PDI Research 
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PUSHES CHARTER EXTENSION 


ita Priiopinos (CAP) 


British bank says fiscal 
condition improving 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


BRITISH BANK STANDARD CHARTERED SEES THE PHILIPPINES 
getting a sovereign credit-rating upgrade by year's end or in early 2007 
once the government delivers on its revenue-collection commitment. 


In an economic briefing Tuesday night, vis- 
iting Stanchart senior regional economist 
Mike Moran said the Philippines had put in 
place most of the fiscal remedial measures it 
needed last year and instead of imposing 
more taxes, collection efficiency must be 
shored up. 

"When you have a leaking bucket, what 
you do before you use it is to plug the loop- 
holes rather than pour more water into it," 
Moran said. 

"When that happens, the virtuous cycle of 
stronger currency, global international debt 
financing and balanced budget will bea more 
realistic outlook,” he said. 

The Hong Kong-based economist said the 
Philippines was already carrying enough tax 
burden. 


“I think the next focus in the reform objec- 
tive is certainly improving the collection effi- 
ciency,” he said. 

Recently, two of the three móst influential 
global rating agencies—Fitch and Standard & 
Poor's—had changed their outlook on Philip- 
pine sovereign debt from negative to stable, 
indicating that it is safe from a rating down- 
grade in the near term. Moody's, on the other 
hand, has kept its negative rating. 

АП these rating agencies still rate Philip 
pine debt as below investment grade. 

"With the repeal of certain value-added tax 
exemptions and the increase in the VAT rate 
from 10 to 12 percent, the government was 
seen to have finally stabilized its fiscal condi- 
tion. 

RP SEEN/B3 


Pagcor sees $3B in ‘gaming’ investments 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


STATE-LED PHILIPPINE AMUSEMENT 
and Gaming Corp. (Pagcor) expects at 
least $3 billion (P200 billion) in new 
gaming investments to come in this 
year should Congress extend its 25-year 
Franchise to operate gaming ventures. 
Pagcor’s mandate allows it to regu- 
late all games of chance sanctioned by 
the law. The fate of Pagcors charter, 
which will expire in 2008, now lies in 
the hands of the Senate after the House 


‘patakas BANE YBAE Fade eon bs, бире CA Te! (0103807345 Far (02 080019 Prestige Cars BM 2324 зр mo aen Maian Co e Td Най e a aa 
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of Representatives agreed to extend it 
foranother 25 years. 

Pagcor Chair Efraim Genuino said 
four foreign investors have expressed 
interest in developing a mixed casino 
and entertainment complex on the Pub- 
lic Estates Authority's 65-hectare re- 
claimed land along Roxas Boulevard. 

Genuino spoke before reporters dur- 
ing the Asia's Gaming and Entertain- 
ment Leisure Expo at the World Trade. 
Center yesterday. 

Tn 2003, the Department of Finance 


considered allowing PEA and Pagcor to 
jointly transform the property into an 
entertainment complex The market 
value of the PEA property then was esti- 
mated at P12-P18 billion. 

Genuino also said that two investors 
were interested in building a similar en- 
tertainment leisure complex in Clark, 
but specific details were not immedi- 
ately available. Д 

"И the (Pagcor) charter is approved 
"within the year, we are sure of no less 
than $3 billion in investments, in the 


form of development of leisure park, 
entertainment complex and tourism in- 
frastructure,” Genuino said. 

He said that among the interested in- 
vestors, an American group was looking 
at the Roxas property while a European 
investor was willing to plunk ina billion 
euros into the Clark gaming project. He 
declined to identify these investors. 

Pagcor generated P24 billion in gam- 
ing revenues last year and expects this 
to grow to P25 billion this year. 

PAGCOR/B3 
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‘sof pam, Feb. 23,2006 
GOLD: $551.70-55220 
proce Hong Kong, Feb 2,2006 
STOCK MARKET 
Stocks down slightiy 
SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.43- 
‘percent lower yesterday as do- 
mestic security concerns, ris- 
ing crude ol prices and a weak- 
er Wall Street drove investors out of the lo- 
cal market, dealers said. 

They said rumors ofa plot againstthe gov- 
ernment continue to сдав, and dealers ex- 
pect the politica! noise to intensify as the coun- 
фу marks the 20th anniversary of the bloodless 
revolt that toppled Ferdinand Marcos. 


The composite index dropped 8.93 
points to 2,067.88, after trading between 
2,060.78 and 2,076.81. Turnover was 
438.69 million shares worth P1.21 billion 

However, gainers outnumbered losers 44 
10 36, while 54 stocks were unchanged. 

"Theall-shares index fell 0.35 point to 
996.44. 

"Everybody seems to have taken a cau- 
tious stance. Lingering political and security. 
‘concerns have cooled down the market,” 
said Jonathan Ravelas of Banco de Oro. AFP. 
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Fitch raises rating 
on 4 RP banks 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


LONDON-BASED FITCH RATINGS 
has raised its outlook on four 
Philippine banks to "stable" from. 
"negative" in line with its recent 
upgrade on the outlook for 


sovereign credit. 


Ina statement from Singapore, 
Fitch said it had affirmed its rat- 
ings on the long-term foreign cur- 
rency ratings of Security Bank 
(BB), Equitable PCI Bank (BB), 
Metropolitan Bank and Trust Co. 

‘Commercial 


(BBJ 


шыш сам 


and Rizal 
Banking Corp. (ВВ) 
Also affirmed were Security 
Bank and Equitable PCI Banks 
short-term foreign currency of 
"B: long-term local currency of 
‘BB’ and individual rating of D. 


Vivienne Tan 
Founder 


institution. 


Presented by 


Philippine 
Center for 
Entrepreneurship 


DAY 1 (February 23, 2006/ 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.) 

National Anthem: Champagne Morales > Invocation: Gary Valenciano » Welcome Address: 
Hon: Jose Concepcion Ili ОО NEGOSYO Music Video « Launching of GEN-E Presidential 
Scholarships» PCE-DepEd Best High School Entrepreneurship Program - PCE-CHED State 
University 7 College Entrepreneurship Award + Doña Consuelo "Chito" Madrigal Collantes 
Award for Outstanding Entrepreneurship Students > Dona Consuelo "Chito" Madrigal 
Collantes Award for Outstanding Entrepreneurship Teacher » Philippine Center for 
Entrepreneurship Award for Big Brother of Filipino Entrepreneurs » FORUM 1: Building 
National Confidence and Optimism To Inspire More Successful Filipino Entrepreneurs - 
Moderators: Rico Hizon + Anna Мапе Periquet - Panelists: Hon. Jose Concepcion Il + 
Socorro Ramos » Dr. Rolando Hortaleza » Atty. Felipe Gozon + Vivienne Tan * Henry Lim 
Be Ling Rodrigo vera Dennis Valdes © Grace Clary Ga рес Number Mare 
Nievera * Entertainment: Makatang Nonoy (Ony Carcamo, Ventrlloquist) + FORUM 2: А 
Global Market Beckons The Filipino Entrepreneur - Moderators: Rico Hizon + Anna Marie 
Beriquet - Panelists: « Howard Belton + Dr. Paco Sandejas » Guillermo Luchangco = Ben 
Colayco « FORUM 3: Uncommon Heroes for the Common Good - Moderators: David Celdran 
Raten Davila - Panelists: Dr, Justin Arboleda « Francisco Colayco + Ray барит Jr. « Dylan 
Wk» Rina Lopez-Bautista « Rico Rey Geronimo + Cecilio Pedro » TALK: Breeding The 
Entrepreneuriat Mindset and Culture By Raju Mandhyan « FORUM 4: ew Approaches in 
Entrepreneurs Education, Moderators: De Сааи. Ce» Orta ren Penes 
ргө Joel Santas « Prof. Andy Ferreria + Prof. Danny Cabulay » Genevieve Ledesma- Tan 
rof. Amel Uy «Prof. Patrick Chan » Dennis Posadas » Armando Miclat, Jr. › CULMINATING 
FORUM: Triggering the Age of Entrepreneurship in the Philippines - Moderator: Korina 
Sanchez Panelists: - Sec. Arthur Yap « sec. Estrella Alabastro + OiC/Sec. Fe Hidalgo + 
бес. Zorayda Amelia Alonzo » Exec. Dir. Gondelina Amata + Gov. Luis Raymund F- 
Vilafuerte 7 Aurelio Parisotto * Menardo Jimenez Jr. « Johntu Koa + Prof. Josephine Aguilar 


DAY 2 (February 24, 2006/ 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.) 


Opening Ceremonies • Host: Johnny Litton « Tessa Prieto-Valdes » Cutting of Ribbons 
SE Manuel Vilar + Sen. Manuel Roxas И + Sen. Francis Pangilinan = Cong. Wilhelmino 
Alvarado = Mayor endo Copco » Mayor Freddie Tg » Aurelio orna Ш. Government 
Officia - Partner Organizations » Lucy Torres-Gomez » Viewing of Exhibit» Opening 
Program » Feng shut Master Charlie Chao's Business Outlook for 2006 - DZMM RADY 
NEGOSYO sa Market! Market! with Cari Balita & Anna Marie Periquet - “Elevator Pitch” 
Exhibition by Business Plan Contest Winners & Runners-up + Awarding of PCE-ENEDA Cup 
Winners s OA Siping SERDEF and the Pras inert Commerce Sen SRR 
"and Optimizing Your intellectual Capital - By: intellectual Property Office „ GO NEGOSYE 
Concert wat Grange and Lemons @ Up Delia Down Band at the Centrai Plaza, Marae 
Tarkett « Seminar Room 1 - international Workshop on Technopreneurship By: Prot. Patrick 
{Chan Host: DOST » Seminar Room 2. Easy Tips on How to Start а etal Business and How 
{2 Supply to Retailers By: Steven T. Cua « Easy on the pocket Business Ideas By: Food Cart 
Association of the Philippines. 


It's ut time our country starts becoming 
a nation of job makers instead of job seekers. 


ESA 


ESAS 


ENTREPRENEURS 
SCHOOL of ASIA 


Developing the next generation of Asian entrepreneurs with 


NEGOSYO 


^4 have always believed that Entrepreneurship is key to nation building. This belief and commitment to entrepreneurship has led us to 
develop the first school in Asia focused entirely on creating and instilling the entrepreneurial culture and mindset in all aspects of the 
In the Entrepreneurs School of Asia, entrepreneurship is not just a catch phrase..it’s а way of life." 


Entrepreneurship Summit February 23, 2006 • Every Nation Leadership Institute, Fort, Taguig 
Entrepreneurship Expo February 24-25, 2006 • Market! Market! Trade Halls A & B, Fort, Taguig 


of. 


ENTREPRENEURS 
SCHOOL « ASIA 


DAY 3 (February 25, 2006/ 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.) 

The Franchise Boom: Now is the Time to Get Started - By: Association of Filipino 
ranchisers Inc. = The Entrepreneur: Know Thyself - By: Lex Ledesma + Talk: Jeff Van 
Ruyven « Finding Your Opportunity o a Lifetime: Where do Entrepreneurs Get Their Ideas 
Py. Jay Bernardo « Moving innovations to Market - By: Мао! Arroyo » The Essentials of а 
сезш. Business Start-up - By: Joel Santos « FORUM: Financing Programs that Work 
Moderator: Mau Bolante - Panelists: National Livelihood Support Fund, Personal Bank Loan 
Provides, ABS Ci Bayan Microfinance Foundation; Pawmdnops, Cooperatives,» Serigar 
Room 1 ~ international Workshop on Technopreneurshp By: Prot Patrick Chan, Host: DOST 
«Seminar Room 2- Franchise Your Businesss: An Option for Growth - By: Philippine 
Franchise association Demystifying the Stock Market - By: Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE) 


“finat ist of spesers Jor confirmation 


MENTORING SESSIONS (February 24-25, 2006) 

February 24 - Mentoring Sessions 

Robert Trota » Yvette Pardo Orbeta » Butz Bartolome » Johnlu Koa » Maria Ester Bautista 
Ps Reyes + John Tiong « Mackie de Leon « Jean Henri ийе + Marcelino Chua » Carissa 
ТАШ, Resh mirpuri » Joey Sunico + Edward Lim « Henry Lim Bon Liong • Joji Bian + Delby 
ragais « Vince Padilla = Rommel Juan = Joey Singian « Tess Ngan Tian » Ben Colayco * 
Cart Batna « JC Leviste » Chit Juan + Antonio Abad « Luis Pellicer » Honor Dimapllis + 
Cary Go's Jimmyton Araneta + Jose Che Soler « Marisa Andal « Grace Tiongco 


February 25 - Mentoring sessions 

зуба Amelia Alonzo = Bong Abad « Champ Reyes » Leo Ringen » Butz Bartolome « Les 
Rojee tuts Pellicer « Bernardo Jorge Mitra > Greg Banzon « Edwin Moran « Bing Limjoco 
Мтне Carandang > Rommel Juan + Ramey Sanvictores » Richie Cuna + Ray Gapuz + 
Sees Ct in «Tess Ngan Tan «Vcr Tan = ando Hortaleza «Jo Magsaysay 
Richard Tiu 


+ Joey Concepcion and Anna Marie Periquet will Join various time slots 


Call 637-9347 or 631-8101 
loc. 7188 / 0920-9269232 


Metzobanks short-term foreign 
currency rating was kept at 'B' and 
individual rating at ТУЕ while 
RCBC retained a long-term local 
currency debt rating ol'BB- (BB mi- 
nus) and individual rating of D/E- 
Of the three major global rat- 
ing agencies, Fitch has to date the 
most optimistic rating on Philip- 
pine risk at two notches below in- 
vestment grade (BB on foreign 
currency debt) versus Standard & 
Poor's three notches below and 
Moody's Investor Service's four 
notches below investment grade, 
All these three credit rating agen- 
cies gave the country a "negative" 
coutlook—a precursor to a possible 
ratings downgrade—in July last 
year after the Supreme Court sus- 
pended the VAT law. 


By hook 
or by croak 


HENRY SY, ACCORD- 
ing to his children, 
still makes each and 
every big decision on 
all the deals of the 
SM group. 

His big deal of the 
moment is the 
takeover of Equitable 
PCI Bank. It so hap- 
pens that the SSS and 
the GSIS own more Conrado R. 
sharesinthebankthan Banal Ш 
Henry Sys company. 

The pension funds sank in the bank some 
P20 billion, taken from the hard earned con- 
tributions of millions of working class, clue- 
less members. 

From the looks of it, nevertheless, Henry Sy 

has made up his mind to take full control of 
the country's third biggest bank—by hook or 
by crook, via gratis et amore. 
DOING Henry Sy's dirty job for this croc-style 
takeover, of course, is daughter Tessie Sy. Af- 
ter all, Fortune magazine named her among 
the world’s 50 most powerful women. 

Our sources insist that Tessie Sy employs 
two “godfathers” for her group's desire to 
gobble up this bank, which has about P300 
billion in resources. 

It seems the “godfathers” have been using their 
Malacafiang connection to force the takeover up- 
оп the pension funds, particularly the SSS. 

‘One of the “godfathers” is a former Cabinet 
member of the late former President Diosdado 
‘Macapagal. You know—the father of Gloriaetta! 

‘This one is the same guy that ordered a 
rush job for the SSS to sell its EPCIB shares to 
the SM group a few years ago. 

Our hero ordered the SSS to hold a meet- 
ing—at MIDNIGHT, okay! That kind of rush. 
job! No wonder, he continues to be linked to 
this SM mega-deal of Henry Sy. 


BREAKTIME 


NOW the other “godfather,” according to our 
sources, is related by blood to Gloriaetta. He 
is known in the business community as, er, 
"active" in the finance sector. 

‘Tapped by Tessie Sy for the takeover seems. 
to be the SSS boss, the well-travelled Cora 
dela Paz, having gone in and out of the coun- 
try on SSS expense. 

Dela Paz has been mouthing nothing but the 
SM group's line on the takeover from the start. 
And nobody above her has even questioned her. 

Directly in charge of the SSS is the Depart- 
ment of Finance. Thus, word in business cir- 
cles put Finance Secretary Gary Teves as the 
“lord protector” of Dela Paz. 

‘Our sources revealed that Dela Paz has 
been getting, er, "verbal" instructions from 
‘Teves concerning the takeover scandal. 

But the most interesting part of our story 
concerns the total silence of Malacafiang. Is it 
deafening or what? 

Here is the SSS boss, selling us (SSS mem- 
bers) down the river, and Gloriaetta is not 
saying anything about it, much less doing 
anything about it. 

‘The usually talkative Palace boys are not 
croaking on this politically explosive issue, 
even if Henry Sy and his SM group are forcing 
the takeover. 

In another places and time, you see, it could 
be construed as plain and simple collusion! 
ASIDE from Malacafiang, the Bangko Sentral 
seems to have bitten its tongue, and then 
closed its eyes, on the EPCIB takeover. 

‘There is a clear conflict of interest, with the 
Sy family also owning Banco de Oro and Chi- 
па Bank, while Tessie Sy and her nominees to 
the EPCIB board heading powerful commit- 
tees in the bank. 

Look, the Sy family’s SM group launched a hos- 
tile takeover of the bank, right? They failed, right? 
‘And they are still in charge of the bank, right? 

‘And the Bangko Sentral, the policeman ofthe 
banking system, just stands idly by, is that it? 

Several months ago, the Bangko Sentral al- 
ready ordered EPCIB to settle the issue on the 
10-percent "treasury shares.” 

То this day the order is still being disregard- 
ed. It does not help that new boss of the Bangko 
Sentral was also handpicked by Gloriaetta, 
THOSE “treasury shares" have hounded EP- 
CIB. They were part of the investments of the 
Go family in the bank. 

REAKTIME/ Вз 


Z PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


n — BusiNESS IB: 


Megaworld out to raise fresh funds 


Firm approves offer of up to 3.5 billion shares of common stock 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez P1.38 yesterday, the additional a 350-room Marriott hotel and Authority (BCDA). 
offer of 3.5 billion shares is the development of residential Newport City is the developer's 

PROPERTY DEVELOPER MEGA- pegged at roughly P4.8 billion, and commercial areas, as well as second largest development pro- 
world Corp. will be raising fresh according to estimates. asports complex. Itisexpected to ject next to its 50-hectare resi- 
funds by offering upto 3.5 billion Megaworld’s proposed offer be completed in 2008. dential McKinley Hill project in 
пем common shares to interna- trails that of another Gokongwei Megaworld said it has tapped Fort Bonifacio Global City. 
tional investors. firm, Universal Robina Corp. Hirsch Bedner Associates to de- Ао, Megaworld and Araneta 

"The purpose ofthe international which raised some P12 billion sign the hotels interiors, includ- Center Inc. have joined hands in un- 
offering is to expand the company’s from a recent offer of additional ing the grand lobby. dertaking the P1S-billion residen- 
shareholder base {to include] insti- shares to foreign investors. Funding for the initial phase will tial project that would be linked to 
tutional investors,” Megaworld said Megaworld earlier said it was come largely from the company’s the MRT3 and LRT2 mass transit 
in its disclosure to the Philippine setting aside P7 billion over the cash pileand the preselling of units. systems in Cubao, Quezon City. 
Stock Exchange (PSE) yesterday next three to four years for the Тһе first residential cluster to Under the joint venture agree 
proceeds of he offer willbe used to first phase of its 25-hectare hotel be built in Newport City will oc- ment, Megaworld will build 
finance existing and new projects.” and residential project at the Vil- cupy a 3.2-hectare lot. 6,000 residential units contained 

The final size of the offer has lamor Air Base in Pasay City. Megaworld will develop the in 17 buildings that will be locat- 
yet to be announced The project, dubbed Newport property that belongs to the ed on a 4.2-hectare property 

‘AtMegaworld'sclosing price of City, involves the construction of Bases Conversion Development within the Araneta Center. 


DHL ups stake as RP’s | Enjoy higher interest rates and 
ps: t rates and 
top logistics company тону сапа» 


TERM INTEREST RATES. 


By Daxim L. Lucas market share can change rapidly. 3-Year 0 
“Its very competitive,” Llam- 2-Year 7 y) 
DHL EXPRESS PHILIPPINES IN- топ said. “It could turn on a 0 
creased its share of the local air dime.” 1-Year 
parcel service market, reinforcing Тһе entire air express industry Affordable at a minimum of PhP 50,000. 
its position as the top package de- in the country is estimated to be Also inquire about our 30, 60 or 90-day term Peso Time Deposit 
livery firm in thecountry > worth about $70 million annual- | -quoted raes are subject to change without prior notice. 
Ina media briefing on Wednes- ly, according to a company study ates are on per annum basis and ret of documentary stamp taxes- 
day, DHL Express country manag- conducted two years ago. Includ- 
er Larry Шаттоп said his firm ing the freight forwarding bu: 
managed to comer 40 percent of ness, the industry is estimated to 
the air parcel delivery business in Бе worth up to $90 million annu- 
the first half of 2005, according to ally 
the firm's own estimate. Because the air parcel delivery 
"This makes us number one,” business is becoming increasingly 
Llamzon said. competitive—and the service is 
"The company’s latest market increasingly being treated аза К ОТУ. 
share figure is an improvement commodity with various players  fudssssssumousavanioctenm nma 
Over the 37 percent recorded in offering the same price and quali- | Ted PSBANK PTO123 «yout nane> sper adie a> «your emait address» then send 
the whole of 2004, headded. ty—Llamzon said DHL would | 22272 (Gas. ырл кынат нишләп Tents apn moma tu equis тоол 
When expanded to include lo- bank on its strengths to differen- 
cal air parcel delivery firms, the tate itself from its competitors. 
market share of the delivery and "It's true that there are so тапу 
logistics giant stands at 35 per- players offering the same ser- 
cent of the market. vices," he said. "Transit times are 
This still makes them the lead- the same, and pricing is the same. 
er, he stressed, even if the market So we will focus on customer ser- 
for air parcel services is becoming vice and innovation at our service VOICE AMPLIFIER 
congested, to the point where points.” TAKSTAR’ DA-200 
150-9001 
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From page B2 ош any result whatsoever 

In 1998, the Go family was That Р16 billion should be 
supposed to match the invest- making money for the bank. It 
ments of the SSS and the GSIS in should be in the bank but it is not! 
buying the old PCI Bank—to the Now where is it? Dela Paz should 
tune of P16 billion. For its invest- be telling us. But she is not! 
ment, the Go family simply used Does the Sy family, by stepping 
themoney fthesamebank, into the shoes of the Go family as 

Guess what—ourMs Travel Gil, рап owners of the bank, have any 
the one and only Dela Paz, was liability on those missing P16 bil- таазим Sth Avenue branches: 
supposed to dig into that PI6-bil- lion? e EM нака OETHUN 
lion missing capital of the bank. That should make an interest- ра ота отнето аш 

‘The audit by Dela Paz is now al- ing topic in the audit report of Vea BOTH RA ciency SU 
ready going on its Sh month, with- Dela Paz. 
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But Moran said 
overall investment jt 
behavior in the 
Philippines was still 
prone to local politi- 
tal — developments, 
which remained an 
overhang. 
PLOT (10% Pren ы Ba. ibi necis, e chers rt aes 
85-cBN нара Cor (e S i Digo tt 60, D Гелин чыл 
deccm zw the 51 level against 
Савт s кешк ti 
February 22, 2006 Euro Dollar. Peso year, saying the cur- 
Country Equivalent Equivalent Equivalent rency would likely 
Uae Ss mon stabilize — benween 
vo 51.50 and 52 along- 
ош side regional trends. 
фм ‘The economist pro- 
Singapore jected the peso to trade 
NE at 51.50 to a dollar by je" 
han the end of the first 
Sau Aroa 
Srna quarte; 51.70 by the - NU 
[n second quarter, 51.90 : Gardening and 
by the third and 52 by p aranna ET 
the fourth quarter. t : 
ie ee et F http://www.adexhiblt-inc.com , 
52 level on politi р 
cr ea = fete Fett 
xh caftang, the peso yes- > 
але terday weakened to 
Toman 51.875 from Tues- 
day's closing of 51.83. 
Pagcor sees Moran also said in- 
lation remained а 
A Las Vegas-based consultancy Macau's gaming industry gen- key risk for the coun- | paooucT catecomes: = Ө E Ra 
firm seescasinorevenuesinAsiaex- erated gross revenues of roughly ЧУ with global ой |за euet end Sle Aoi Manet and амрат Кетен and Кейде, CA 97 Sanitary Supplies and 
тз Бу 20 риге to $13 bi $557 bilion las year, an increase prices likly stabiliz. | Evunmens Cock spain oduct Co {ашар ЕКА fan and cae Fatee's ion Boon snd Window Accessorie, 
panding 3 p Disinage Systems, Electrical Supplies and Equipments, Electrical caplet. Fasteners, Floor Mats, Furniture and Furnishing + 
lion in 2006, fueled by the growth of 11.2 percent from 2004, ing at a high level of [гезде Garden Products, Supplier ond Equipments, Glas or Moy Product Мемар, На and узду Сарма La 
of Macau's gaming industry Clarets шша that US casino $ODabarrel.Inflaon | Resurgence Suen, airs танно, газет MEAM Peau de Puno Rabe oa 
Globalysis said it was upbeat on firms would look beyond Macau for the year was seen) sa itt Wares Salty. Securiy and Fire Fighting Products & Supplies, Shipping Products Solvents, Sica Products and supplies Stone, t 
the casino business in Asla, echo- to South Korea andother markets average at7.5 рег | ove purse cel Wal К АТА НЫ Wes gue an dup (па, TOETS, 
ing the optimism of several govern- іп the Asian region, Macau's suc. Cent this year from ~ а ха i 
nants within the region that are cess and Singapore's high-profile 7.7 percent last year ah ere „нш ups es diia een 
relaxingtheirpolicieson gaming to casino resorts are expected to before easing to 5 ADEX S/E The tells Centor No.99 -Rodriguez Jn. Ave., Brgy. Ugong, Pasig City, Metro Manilo, рди 
lure more tourists and invest- trigger other Asian governments percent in 2007 and | меннн! nongnong Genes! ter ot commerce Те Мо: (+632) 672-2670 to 77 + Fax: (+632) 672-2890 10 92 + emoll: soles@adoxhibit-inc.com 
ments, the China Daily reported. to legalize casinos. 5.5 percent in 2008. ‘poate Scones hina Hongkong Ниске Contact nos +881392520370 e: malkperlec1 Osr 100OA comen Representative: Me емы Ma 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2006 


Mindanao ICT to go full blast in 2006 


(зг wo parts) 


EXPECT THE INFORMATION 
AND communications technology 
sector in Mindanao to go full 
steam ahead this year. 

The region's vision to be 
among the world's best was evi- 
dent during the 4th Mindanao 
ICT Congress, where various key 
players from the six regions gath- 
ered to address the need for inno- 
vation in the ICT industry. 

‘The congress focused on en- 

-Hancing the distribution of 
knowledge and information so 
that Mindanao can carve its niche 
inthe 21st century. 

Held in General Santos City 
last year, the successful gathering 
resulted in the passing of seven 


policy resolutions. 

‘One of the resolutions calls for 
both the public and private sec- 
tors to intensify the promotion of 
investments in the ICT sector in 
Mindanao. 

This cooperation i$ critical, 
particularly in convincing in- 
vestors that Mindanao is peace- 
ful, orderly and above else, ІСТ. 
ready. 

"To support this marketing ini- 
tiative, a resolution urging the 
Telecommunications Осе 
(TELOF) to fast-track the estab- 
lishment of 37 identified commu- 
nity e-centers (CeCs) and 42 e- 
LGU CeCs in Mindanao was pre- 
sented. 

It specified the expansion of 
rural connectivity in the Min- 


MAYNILAD WATER SERVICES, INC. 


Basement MWSI Bldg. MWSS Complex 
Katipunan Road, Balara, Quezon City. Philippines 1100 
Tel. Nos. 435-3965, 920-5521 loc. 3600, 3615, 3618 


INVITATION TO BID 


Maynilad Water Services, Inc. is inviting all interested Suppliers to 
pre-qualify and participate in the scheduled e-Bid for the supply and 
delivery of the following item: 

{Quantity 

1,208 Drums 


Description 

‘CALCIUM HYPOCHLORITE, Ca (Oci) 

(AWWA B-300-92) 

As per MWSI Technical Specifications & Bid Terms & Condition. 
Interested bidders may. beginning February 27, 2006 until March 3, 

2006 and upon payment of the non-refundable participating fee 
of Two Thousand Pesos Only (P2,000.00), obtain further information 
‘and secure a complete set of pre-qualifcation forms and bid terms and 
Condition (bid documents) from Purchasing Department, Basement. MWS! 
Building. MWSS Compound, Katipunan Road, Balara, Quezon 

| City Telephone Nos. 435-3368/435-2374; Fax No. 828-2303. Payment 
rey be in the form of Cash or Manager's Check addressed to Maynilad 

| Water Services, Inc. 

7 MWSI reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids without 
offering any reason, waive and all informalities therein and accept the 
bid it deems most advantageous to the company 


(594) LUIS M. Z. LERMA 
Manager, Purchasing Dept 


[E зания 


Republic of the Philippines 
COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 
Intramuros, Manila 


IW THE MATTER OF AMENDING Charman Benjamin S. Abalos, St. 
SECTIONS, RULE 300F THE 1993 Commssioner — ResurecconZ Bora 
COMELEC RULES ОР Commissioner Fiorentino A Tuason, Jr. 
PROCEDURE Commissioner Romeo A Brawner 
x x Promulgated: 

20 February 2006 


RESOLUTION NO. 7630 


WHEREAS, Section 5, Rule 30 of the 1993 Comelec Rules of 
Procedure provides: 
ес. 5. Preliminary Injunction Not Granted Without 
Notice: issuance of Restraining Order. No preliminary 
injunction shall be granted without notice to the adverse 
‘party. If it shall appear from the facts shown by affidavits 
‘the verified petition that great or irreparable injury would 
тези! to the applicant before the matter can be heard on 
notice, the Commission or any Division to which the 
application for preliminary injunction wes made, may issue 
{restraining order to be effective only for a period of twenty 
(20) days from date of issuance. Within the said twenty- 
бау period, the Commission or the Division as the case 
тау be, must cause an order to be served on the 
respondent requiring him to show cause, at a specified 
time and place, why the injunction should not be granted, 
‘and determine within the same period whether or по! the 
‘preliminary shall be granted and shall accordingly issue 
1ле corresponding order. п the event that the application 
for preliminary injunction is denied, the restraining order 
В deemed automatically vacated.” 
WHEREAS, the Commission or any of its division is confronted 
with a number of applications for preliminary injunction; 
WHEREAS, the Commission or any of Its division to which the 
application for preliminary Injunction was made, may issue a 
restraining order to be effective only for a period of twenty (20) days 


‘of consultations and discussions, the 
Commission deemed it wise to extend the effectivity of the period 
of the restraining order to sixty (60) days from the date of issuance; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission RESOLVED, as it hereby 
RESOLVES, to amend Section 5, Rule 30 of the Comelec Rules of 
Procedure to read as follows: 

"Sec. 5. Preliminary Injunction Not Granted Without 
Notice; issuance of Restraining Order. No preliminary 
injunction shall be granted without notice to the adverse 
party. If К shall appear from the facts shown by affidavits 
brthe certified pention hat great or irreparabile injury would 
result fo the applicant before the matter can be heard on 
notice, Ihe Commission ог any Division to which tha 
‘application for preliminary injunction was made, may issue 
{restraining order to be effective only for a period of sixty 
(60) days from the date of issuance. Within the said sixty- 
day period, the Commission or the Division as the case 
may be, must cause an order to be served on the 
respondent requiring him to show cause, at a specified 
time and place, why the injunction should not be granted, 
and determine within the same penod whether or not the 
preliminary injunction shall be granted accordingly issue 
{he corresponding order. п the event thal the application 
for preliminary injunction Is denied, the restraining order. 
55 deemed automatically vacated.” 

This resolution supersedes any order/resolution Inconsistent 
herewith, 

Let the Executive Director Implement this resolution and the 
Education and Information Department cause the publication of this 
resolution In two (2) newspapers о! general circulation. 

SO ORDERED. 


м 


BENJAMIN Ў ABALOS, SR. 
Cnllman 


"ya 
FLORENTINO A-TÓASON, JR. 


Commissioner 


RESURRECCION 2. BORRA 
Commissioner 


е 


ROMEO A. BRAWNER 
‘Commissioner 


ucation (DepEd) include effec- 
tive computer applications in the 
curriculum of primary and sec- 
ondary schools. 

Likewise, the Commission on 
Higher Education (CHEd) and 
the Technical Education and 
Skills Development Authority 
(Тезда) were tasked to monitor 
IT schools and business process 
ошзошсе companies to make 
sure that graduates possess the 
skills acceptable to the ICT indus- 
чу. 

Mindanao is targeting con- 
tact centers, business process 
outsourcing firms, animation 
houses, software development 
and medical transcription com- 
panies. 

Each sector demands different 


MINDANAWORLD 


danao regions, specifically in the. 
Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao (ARMM). 

The stakeholders also urged 
concerned government agencies 
to develop the IT skills of Min- 
danao's human capital and busi- 
messes. 

In this campaign, it was sug- 
gested that the Department of Ed- 


knowledge and skills 

Therefore, more education and 
training programs are needed to 
address each sector's special la- 
bor requirements. 

Open Source technologies 
gained a considerable following 
at the second half of 2005, when 
authorities allegedly raided of- 
fices and Internet shops for copy- 
right violations. 

‘As such, the private sector 
urged government agencies to 
mount an aggressive and 
widespread information drive 
to inform all ICT stakeholders 
about the nature and benefits 
of adopting Open Source tech- 
mology for business opera- 
tions. 

This is, in fact, a very attractive 


alternative for small businesses 
who could not afford the legal 
rights to use commercial systems, 
but could not afford to do with- 
outa computer. 

Open Source is not only free, 
it's also a viable option for those 
firms with a tight budget. 

(Joji Tagan Bian is a strong ad- 
vocate for Mindanao; chair, Min- 
danaworld Foundation Inc; Con- 
Com and Charter Change Advoca- 
y Commission member; vice chair 
of the Mindanao Commission of 
Women and National Corn Board; 
chair of the Mindanao TVET; Мїп- 
danao rep., Export Development 
Council; chair, Joji Hagan Founda- 
tion; former chair of the Mindanao 
Business Council. E-mail com- 
‘ments to jojibian2 Gyahoo.com) 


Japan investments seen rising 


in 2006 on better RP prospects 


Economic managers conclude roadshow to woo Japanese firms 


Republic of the Philippines. 
COMMISSION ON AUDIT 
Regional Office No. 8 
 Candahug, Palo, Leyte 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
PROCUREMENT OF SECURITY SERVICES 
The Commission On Audit through its Bids and Awards Committee (BAC), 
invites contractors to apply for енды and to bid for the hereunder project. 
Name of Projet : Procurement of Securty Services 
Опе (1) - Senior Security rendering 12 hours - P 14,012.98 / 
month Duty daily on broken ime 
Ordinary Security Guards 8 hours - P 9,577.58 / 
each-month Duty daly, each 
СОА ROB, Candehug, Palo, Leyte 


Location 
Approved Budget forthe Contract · Php 1,547,327.28 
Contract Duration One Year 


The Complete schedule of actives is listed, as follows: 
ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE 
1 February 23 - March 10, 2006 


Neg) - 


2. March 10, 2006, 630 am. СОА ROB. 
E March 13 to March 24, 2006 


March 24, 2006; 8:30 am. COA ROB. 
March 25 — Apri 7, 2006. 

Apri 10— 29, 2006 

Apri 24, 2006. 

Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar project 
within the last wo years with an amount of atleast 50% of he proposed project 
ог bidding. The eligibility check/Screening as well as the Preliminary 
Examination of Bids shall, use non-discrelionary "pass/fail" criteria. Post- 
qualification ofthe lowest calculated bid shall be conducted, 

AI particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening. Bid Security. 
Performance Security, Pre-bidding Conference, Evaluation of Bids. Post- 
Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the pertinent 
provisions of R.A. 9184 and its Implementing Rules and Regulatons (IRR). 
Bid documents will be avaiable only to prospective bidders upon payment of 
а non-refundable amount of Php 700.00 to the COA ROS Cashier. 

The COA ROB assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or 
indemnify bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparalion ofthe Bid. 


(508) NENA C. MACASA 
ВАС Chairman 


(POI February 17 & 23.2008) 


TARLAC Il ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
San Nicolas, Concepcion, Tarlac 


INVITATION TO BID 


Ai partes interested to i for ine supply and delivery o sx (Б) months materiai 
requrements stated below эге hereby wed to pre-quaMy wih Талас П ecc 
Cocperabve, inc (TARELCO Il) Oniy pre-quattied appicents shal be med to 
paricoate n те bdang. 

PACKAGE 1 

28474 meters 
15.400 motors 
7220 motors. 
34050 meters. 
13.850 meters 


Conductor, Duplex # 6 AWG 
Conductor, Poly ACSR $2 
Conductor, ACSR #2 
(Conductor, THHN, Copper, Stranded #8 
Conductor, THHN, Copper, Stranded 86 


Pale Concrete. 25-00 СТА. Round, CP 
Pale, Concrete. 25:007 С-10А, Round, CP 
Pole, Concrete, 30-00: СІТА, Round, СР 
Pole. Concrete, 35-07. CITA Round, CP 
Pale, Steal, 30 007, Octagonal 


баре 
Sopes. 
100 pcs. 
Sopes. 
Sopes 


Mater КУ2С, Fiza, C120, Fm 48A. New 
Meter KV2C. Ftzall C1-20, Fm 38, New 

Soft Swich. Load Proti, R 

(Current Trans , 1SXV, 207157105, Wirges 
Potenbal Tran, 701, 88-120, 8.4 KV. Wirges 


або. 
Sunts 
10р 
15 unes 
15 unas 


Six (6) months supptes for he олон tems: 
2 Line Hardwares. connectors, luse ins, steel cross-arms ео 
атоме, cut-outs. disconnscing swich, and gno 
Service entrance matenais and anchor plastic seal 
Prequatiicaion documents sha be received trom В 00 AM to $00 PM by the 
Prequatitcation, Ви} and Awards Commitee trough s Charman. MR PABLITOD 
MAGCALAS. э! TARELCO П Man Otice Bulking located at, San Nicolas Conceponn, 
Талес Pháppnes bepnong February 22, 2006. 
Submesin of Prequalification Documents February 28. 2008 
Date and Time of Prebid Conferenco. Fobruary 28, 2006, 120 PM. 
Date and Time of Bidding shall announced during the Prebxd Conference. 
 Accrediod supphers previos prequalified naed oniy to update hos Без wi 
TARELCO V 
TARELCO И reserves tho пум о reject any and эй applications lo pre-qualiy 
and o bd without ofonng any reason, and маме any detect there. TARELCO It 
Teservos the ngh to reject any and эй bids. 
‘Additonal information shat be furished upon request Send sl communications. 
to the РВАС Secretanat at e adoross mentoned above ог ой Telephono No (45) 
8230460 or Fax Nos. (045) 623-0471 & 609-0224 


(508) PABLITO D. MAGCALAS 
РВАС 


воле тат же. um 


By Michelle V. Remo The roadshow was intended to 
update potential Japanese in- 
vestors on the developments in the 
Philippine economy, such as the 
improving fiscal climate. 

Japanese foreign direct invest- 
ments to the Philippines reached 
P23 billion in the first nine 
months of 2005. 

Economic managers expect the 
number to go up as the Japanese 
outlook on the Philippines was im- 
proving, especially with the recent 
upgrade by credit rating agencies 
Fitch Ratings and Standard & Poor's. 

Rene Pizarro, executive director 
of the Philippine governments In- 
vestor Relations Office, said the 
Japan Credit Rating Agency 
(ICRA) broached the possibility of 
raising its outlook on the Philip- 
pines to stable." 


ECONOMIC OFFICIALS EXPECT 
foreign direct invesuments from 
Japan to grow by at least 10 per- 
cent this year. 

One Japanese firm considering 
investing in the country was Orix 
Corp., which was looking at an 
equity stake in Ninoy Aquino In- 
ternal Airport (Naia) and the Ce- 
bu International Airport. 

“Tokyo-based Orix is engaged in 
leasing, corporate finance, real es- 
tate, insurance and banking. 

"The Japan economy is awash 
with money, and Japanese firms 
are looking at really good deals," 
Trade Secretary Peter Favila said 
yesterday in a press briefing on 
the economic officials’ roadshow 
in Japan held last week. 


PAL’s loss widens in Q4 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez crease in the average price a bar- 
rel of aviation fuel to $55.6 in 
2005 from $52.4 in 2004 also 
bloated costs. 

Higher aircraft and component 
as well as engine repair costs dur- 
ing the quarter ending December 
pushed up maintenance costs by 
16 percent from the previous 
year's quarter total of $36.9 mil- 
lion. 

Net operating revenues in the 
lastquarter last year amounted to 
$250.8 million, 11 percent higher 
than the $226.3 million recorded 
in the last quarter of 2004 due to 
the increase in passenger rev- 
enues. 

Passenger revenues grew 12 
percent to $210.8 million from 
$187.9 million in the same quar- 
terin 2004. 


LOSSES OF FLAG CARRIER 
Philippine Airlines increased to 
$3.1 million in the quarter ending 
December 2005, from $355,000 
in the same quarter of 2004, due 
mainly to higher fuel and mainte- 
nance costs. 

n a financial report filed with 
the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission (SEC), PAL reported that 
between October and December 
last year, operating expenses rose 9 
percent to $228.2 million from 
$208.7 million in the same period 
the previous year 

Fuel costs increased by $7.7 mil- 
lion or 12 percent from 2004's same 
quarter figure of $63.9 million. 

Higher fuel consumption in the 
last quarter last year and ће in- 


Republic of the Philippines 
COMMISSION ON AUDIT 
Regional Office No. 8 
Candahug, Palo, Leyle 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF VARIOUS IT EQUIPMENT, 
OFFICE & OTHER EQUIPMENT AND BOOKS 

The Commission On Audit through its Bids and Awards Committee 

(BAC), invites suppliers to apply for eligibility and to bid for the 

hereunder project 


Name of Project : SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF VARIOUS IT 
EQUIPMENT, OFFICE AND OTHER 
EQUIPMENT AND BOOKS 

СОА ROB, Candahug, Palo, Leyte 
Php3,579,700.00. 


Location 

Approved Budget 
for the Contract. 

Delivery Penod Within 15 days after acceptance of Purchase Order. 

Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar 

project within the last two years with an amount of at least 50% of 

the proposed project for bidding. The eligibilty check/Screening as 

well as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall, use non 

discretionary “pass/fail” criteria, Post-qualification of the lowest 

calculated bid shall be conducted. 

All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid 

Secunty, Performance Secunty, Pre-bidding Conference, Evaluation 

of Bids, Post-Qualfication and Award of Contract shall be governed 

by the pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and its Implementing Rules 

and Regulation (IRR). 

The complete schedule of activities is listed, as follows: 

ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE 

issuance of Bid Documents | February 23-March 10, 2006. 

Pre-Bid Conference. March 10, 2006, 1 30 p m, COA ROB. 

‘Submission of Application for | March 13 to March 24, 2008 

Ebgbiity and Bid Proposals 

‘Opening of Bids 

Bid Evaluation 

Post-qualiication 

‘Notice of Award 


March 24, 2006, 130 p m, COA ROB. 
March 25-Apni 7, 2006 

‘April 10-20, 2006. 

Apri 24, 2008 

Bid documents will be available only to prospective bidders upon 
payment of a non-refundable amount of Php700.00 to the COA ROS 
Cashier. 

The COA ROB assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate 


ог indemnify bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation of 
the Bd. 


(Sod ) NENA C. MACASA 
BAC Chairman 
gore, таза zen. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2006 


BALANCING ACT 

Ritchel Saclag Malannag from Lubuagan, Kalinga, sells the 

earthenware jars piled on top of her head for P100 to P300 apiece. 
EVEPRTIUPOINCRIHNLZONBUEAD. 


Gov't to settle 
refund claims 
of Japan firms 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE GOVERNMENTIS NOW WORKING OUT 
a scheme to settle the VAT refund claims of 
Japanese firms that are engaged in various 
Philippine projects funded by Japan. 

‘The latest refund claims worth P736 mil- 
lion are on top of the P423 million earlier 
claimed by the Japanese firms. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves said the 
423 million in VAT refund claims were sup- 
posed to go to Japanese firms that impleme: 
ей projects funded by Japan's official develop- 
‘ment assistance (ODA) in the form of grants. 

‘The P736 million in VAT refund claims are 
supposed to go to Japanese firms that worked 
on projects financed by ODAs in the form of 
loans. 

“We are doing some validation work now, 
and we will soon come up with а payment 
scheme," Teves yesterday said. 

He said the Department of Finance is now 
coordinating with the Department of Public 
Works and Highways (DPWH), Philippine 
Ports Authority and the National Irrigation. 
‘Administration (NIA) to verify the claims of 
each Japanese firm. 

‘The Japanese firms have been complaining 
about the delay in the processing of the re- 
fund claims. The Japan Bank for International 
Cooperation, the Philippines’ biggest source 
of ODA, was reported to have considered the 
suspension of loan provisions to the Philip 
pines ший the VAT claims were settled. 

But finance officials said the conflict be- 
tween the Philippine and Japanese govern- 
ments has already been threshed out. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


: BUSINESS 
PLDT '05 performance seen to beat forecasts 


Subsidiaries contribute to record profit of over P32 billion 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS GIANT 
Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. (PLDT) will likely beat 
its own earnings forecast for last. 
year's operations, putting it on 
track to reporting the largest net 
income in local corporate history. 

According to a ranking compa- 
ny official, PLDT will declare 
earnings of “closer to P32 billion” 
for 2005. 

‘This figure includes a one-time 
gain, without which the net in- 
come would stand at P31 billion, 
the official said, requesting 
anonymity. 

The latest earnings estimate 
surpasses stock analysts’ expecta- 
tions that the firms net income 
will be capped at P30 billion in 
2005, despite an earlier declara- 
tion by PLDT chair Manuel V 
Pangilinan that the company will 
report a figure “north of P30 bil- 
lion." 

The company will release its 
2005 results on Feb. 27, having 
already made history by posting a 
net income of P28 billion in 
2004. 

Beating earnings estimates will 
help boost the value of the firm 
for investors and help reduce its 


LifeBook $6240 


borrowing costs vis-à-vis local 
and foreign creditors. 

According to the official, 
PLDTs cellular phone unit, 
Pilipino Telephone Corp. con- 

ibuted about P9 billion to the 
parent firm's bottom line, having 
grown its subscriber base to 20.4 
million last year. 

PLDTs mobile communica- 
tions subsidiaries, Piltel and 
Smart Communications Inc., hold 
a combined 62-percent share of 
the market 

Main rival Globe Telecom Inc. 
has 37 percent of the market 
Newcomer Sun Cellular of the 
Gokongwei family holds a 1-per- 
cent share of the lucrative mar- 
ket. 

PLDT's likely record perfor- 
mancé for 2005 would have been 
driven by strong growth in mo- 
bile service subscribers, although 
market watchers have already 
cautioned that this sector's 
growth may plateau in the near 
future due to rising competition. 

Late last year, Pangilinan an- 
nounced that PLDT s 2005 net in- 
come may reach P32 billion if the 
exchange rate remained in favor 
of the peso. 

The peso has appreciated by 
over P2 against the US dollar 


since then, making it likely 
that the country's largest tele- 
coms firm will meet that tar- 
get 

PLDT's shares closed at P1,745 
each during yesterday's trading 
at the Philippine Stock Exchange, 


lower by P10 from the previous 
day's price. 

The stock managed to recover 
some of its losses in recent weeks 
caused by a downgrade on con- 
cerns over the sustainability of its 
earnings. 


Open a 5-year Peso Time Deposit NOW! 


Earn as high as 9% 
Interest p.a. Tax Free! 


“Interest Rate 
8.000% 
8.250% 
8.500% 
8.750% 
9.000% 


"Rotes may сала witout prior пока 


Investment 

Р 50,000 - 99,999.00 
P100,000 - 499,999.00 

? 500,000 - 999,999.00 

Р 1,000,000 - 4,999,999.00 
Р 5,000,000 - up 


BY == ot commerce 


Call us at 812-0000 locals 2250 / 2439 / 2233 / 2465 


Or text: BKCOM <your name» cyour landline> eyour e-mail address> 
15 2327 for Globe, or 0317-8902327 for non-Globe users 


Member: РОС A Megalink. Deposts Insured up to P250,000 per depastor, 


My Life. My LifeBook. 


Fujitsu LifeBook — Part of my life, part of me. 


LifeBook P7010 


A lightweight, multimedia notebook wih Superfine Wide 


Aboitiz firms’ 
power deal 


Utra ight with a smat 133° display, he LifeBook 58240 is 
for work and entertainment on-the-go, Next-generation 
nef Centrino® Мора Technology and the latest intel” 
PRO/Wireless 2915ABG network connection enabies foster 


XGA display, fingerprint recognition security feature, 
comprehensive connectivity and a generous battery Ше, the 
\леВоок P7010 makes the perfect companion for mobil 
professionals, 


gets ERC nod 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘THE ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
has approved the electric power supply agree- 
ment between Aboitiz-led firms Hydroelectric 
Development Corp. (Hedcor) and Davao 
Light and Power Co. Inc. 

Tn a Feb. 13 decision, the regulatory body 
acknowledged how Hedcor edged out two 
other private generation companies—Ag- 
greko International Projects Ый. and 


wiraless data access for remote computing. 
* Fingerprint recognition technology provides. 


maximum security 


+ Pori replicator slows for easy connection to a host 


ої multimedia peripherals. 


кє оок” | Built-In Confidence 


* Brent Superfine LCD display for excellent mode viewing 

+ Utra-compect notebook weighing 1.5Kg with Dual Layer 
DVD Super Muli Writer and high capacity battery 

+ Autheriec TruePrint™ Technology for a secure computing 
experience. 


Powered by the next-generation Intel® Centrino® Mobile Technology. 


Marubeni Energy Services Corp.—to bag the 
supply deal. 

It also recognized the need of Davao 
Light to contract the services of a private 
generation firm for its supply require- 
ments. 

In its application, Davao Light said that 
while power demand has been increasing in 
its franchise area, it has also been experienc- 
ing low-voltage power supply due to lack of 
power sources in Southern Mindanao, inade- 
quate transmission capacity in Northern Min- 
danao and an impending supply shortfall by 
2008. 

“(Davao Light) entered a new power sup- 
ply agreement with Hedcor as its supplier in 
order to meet this increasing demand and the 
future power requirements of its customers,” 
the company said. 

Using actual power bills for the July 26- 
‘Aug. 25, 2005 billing period, it was deter- 
mined that Napocor and Transco charged 
Davao Light P3.0544 per kilowatt-hour 
(kWh), the same rate that Hedcor had pro- 
posed. 


Fujitsu Philippines, Inc. (ЕРІ) 
Customer Carolina: 6з (2) 841-8488 
Soles Ноте: +63 (2) 894-8557 


Website: hapiph дни сопу} 
Service Hotine: +63 (2) 841-8400 


MOBILE 
TECHNOLOGY 


a PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


LE CLASSIFIEDS 


TRANSOCEAN SHIPMANAGEMENT (PHIL.), INC. 


Technical Maintenance Manager 
for a Cement barge 
This position offers an attractive compensation package 
based on qualification and experience. 
Job requirements: 
Performance oriented engineer / mechanic with technical, 
electrical experience, understanding of commercial and 
human resource management, IT capable, good leader for a. 
multinational crew, understanding of foreign culture and 
environment, experience in the cement industry and marine 
business is of advantage. 
CHIEF ENGINEER - with DEUTZ and / or MAN engine 
experience. To serve on a cement vessel. Not older than 45 
years. 
CHIEF OFFICER — with Master's license. Bulk experience 
preferably cement carrier. Not older than 45 years. 
Please submit your resumé or report to: 
TRANSOCEAN SHIPMANAGEMENT (PHIL) INC. 
4™ FLOOR, FIRST MARITIME PLACE BUILDING 
7458 BAGTIKAN STREET SAN ANTONIO VILLAGE 
MAKATI CITY PHILIPPINES. 
EMAIL : transocean@info.com.ph 
TEL : +463 2 898 1150/51 


Kraft Food 


‘Kraft Foods (Philippine), 


INVITATION TO BID 


Kraft Foods (Philippines), Inc. is currently 
looking for scrap buyers interested in buying 
the following scrap materials: 

DESCRIPTION 

1 Lot Scrap Stee! 

1 Unit Control Panel 

1 Lot PVC Filler Media. 
Interested parties are requested to visit the 
scrap materials and bid on February 23-24, 
2006 at 8-12 p.m. only. 
For further details, please call Ms. Roxan 
Calupaz at telephone nos. 826-5546 to 49. 
(Porro. 23.2006) 


RAPID Tx VD-STD 
x, SWEAT PIMPLES КОЮ 
ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
15 Annapolis Greens 
Cal 7276128 -25 Samm 


WD SPECIALIST 
oon тту 
UD а 
ART EHCUNCHIMN 
unas looses 
SKIN DISEASES 
ALLERGIES RE-CURRENT 
UT AQORANAS. 
ERECTION PROBLEMS 
NEERTUTVIMPOTENGE 
MOLECYSTISCAR REMOVAL 
KELOIDPAP SMEAR 
oar tuer 
Gara Bá No врзано, 
Cubao, Q.C. 
rexs aa 6 Pu wN tosar 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY 
Nurses with M.A.N. 


(Masteral Degree in Nursing) 
who are willing to work in School or 
Hospital setting, in Eastern Visayas. 

Anyone interested, please contact: 


Fr. Efren L. Ojeda, OFM 
or Mrs. Natalie I. Puazo 
at (02) 3732973 or 3732974 


sieieu/erqusiyvoer rer MANO. CONDO, osais? PEOUA #136710 / 4939682 
Ut mos ШШ RENT A VAN 
CRT SAATIT + 6424805 


ABCSASS, 2 мам 
А-а x 4-CRV 
[EE] 
LOY PO GARDEN ESTATE capud шшш 


бикан Сод 722060 POIST 8306645:09164844182 | слом | 
АА нире мА ана FARMRSHPEN 
RAWLANDS 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 


"As an act of intelligent worship... give God your bodies, as a living sacrifice... Don't 
let the world around you squeeze you into its own mold, but let God remold your 
minds from within." 

Romans 12: 1-2 (Phillips’ translation) 


MARIA LUISA CANIESO- 
DORONILA, Ph.D. 


Died in the service of Philippine basic education in Manucan, 
Zamboanga del Norte on February 19, 2006. 


She is survived by her husband, Atty. Cirilo Doronila, children Philip Albert, Vincent 
Angelo, Cirilo Gregorio and Katerina, dau; hters-in-law Armina and Jonee, 
grandchildren, sisters and a brother, and brother-in-law Amando Doronila. 


Her remains lie in state at the Gumersindo Garcia Hall, Church of the Risen Lord (UP 
Protestant Chapel), Diliman, Quezon City. Necrological services are held after the 6 p.m. 
mass every night, sponsored by the Education Forum (February 21,), the UP Integrated 
School and the UP College of Education (February 22), the UP System and UP Diliman 
(February 23), the friends of Malu (February 24), and the UP Center for Integrative and 
Development Studies, the Education Research Program, the Third Elementary Education 
Program (TEEP), and Basic Education for Mindanao (BEAM) (February 25). 


The Mass of the Resurrection will be held on Sunday morning, February 26, at 9 a.m. 
Cremation follows. 


VENICE BORJA AGANA 


CONGRESSWOMAN 
FIRST DISTRICT OF BOHOL 
1987 TO 1998 


Peacefully joined her Creator on Tuesday, February 21, 2006. 


Her beloved children, Patricia (Gay) and Edgar Tan, 
Marcelino IV (Yakie) and Izza Agana, Natividad (Bibing) and Ramon Villacorta, 
Jacinto (Philip) Agana, Asuncion (Pinky) and Jesus Quimpo, 

Roberto (Bobby) and Sarah Agana; brother, Castelar (1) and Sylvia Borja; 
sisters, Monaliza and Rafael Pronstroller, Dolores and Hernan Lopez Jr; 
grandchildren, nephews and nieces, and other relatives and friends request 
the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the Capilla Francisco, 
Santüario de San Antonio Parish, Forbes Park, Makati City. 


Necrological services and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
will be held at the House of Representatives today, February 23, 2006 
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 


Interment will take place on Saturday, February 25, 2006 
at Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafiaque City, following the 9:00 a.m. Mass 
at the Santuario de San Antonio Parish in Forbes Park, Makati City. 
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& the Christ the King Church, Greenmeadows Avenue, Quezon City, where dally 


go 
1 ANTONINA SORIANO CUNA 


Peacefully joined her Creator 
and her husband,Constantino D. Cuna, Jr. 
on February 11, 2006 at the age of 79, 
in Glendale, Los Angeles California, U.S.A. 


Her bereaved children, Gary and Neneng Villanueva, Lorna and Ting 
Cenzon, and Danny and Pinky Mascardo; grandchildren, Arpi, Alvin Jay 
and Anne, Meg and Joe, Peter, Maite and AJ, Carla, Donna and Patrick, 
Debbie and Patrick, Dane, and Nikki; and great grandchildren request 
the relatives, friends and the pious reader to pray for the eternal repose of 
her soul. 


Her cremated remains will arrive on Friday, February 24, 2006 and will lie at 
Masses will be offered. 


Her interment shall be on Sunday, February 26, 2006 at the Himlayang Pilipino 


B4 % — Memorial Park, after the 10:00 a.m. Mass at the Christ the King Church. 
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Speaker Jose de Venecia, Jr. 


and the 


Members of the House of Representatives 


mourn the passing away of a former colleague 


HON. VENICE BORJA-AGANA 


in the 8, 9" and 10^ Congress 
on February 21, 2006 


Her remains will be brought from Santuario de San Antonio Church, Forbes Park, 
Makati City, to the Plenary Hall, House of Representatives, Batasan Hills, Quezon City, 
for a Requiem Mass and Necrological Services 
at 10:00 a.m. today, February 23, 2006. 


After the Requiem Mass and Necrological Services at the House of Representatives, 
her remains will be brought back to Santuario de San Antonio Church, 
Forbes Park, Makati City. 


Interment will be held on Saturday, February 25, 2006, at Manila Memorial Park, 
Parafiaque City, after the 8:00 a.m. Mass at the Santuario de San Antonio Church, 
Forbes Park, Makati City. 


We request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


THEY TERITXGE PARK 
FORT BONIFACIO 
* 3 had a great time. 
Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden No ow Tm having the best one.” 


*Elegant & Spacious Chapels * US-made Caskets *Catered Meals 
*Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 

Thank You Cards «Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 


"Omboy" 


Florencio А. Suzara 


joined our Heavenly Father on February 22, 2006. 


Our Dearly Beloved 
ATTY. JOSE “TOTOY” LAROSA REYES 


Now rests in the infinite warmth and embrace of our Lord. 

He joined our Creator on the 21st of February 2006, at the age of 72. 
His loving children, grandchildren, sisters and all her relatives and 
friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 
His remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, Araneta Ave., 
Quezon City. 

Interment will be on Tuesday, February 28, 2006. Place and time of burial 
to be announced later. 


His wife, Finina (+), children David (+), 
Rochelle and Timmy, Top and Rom, Mikey, 
grandchildren Gabby, Sofia, Alonzo, Nicola and 
Crista, brothers and sisters Bolix (+) and Sonia, 
Tandit and Lorlyn, Ikoy and Carole, Spanky and 
Cossette, Binggay, Rocky and Thelma, Leps and 


ASSUMPTION Е ag 

ILOILO | 

SILVER 

JUBILEE 

The Iloilo 

Assumption Batch 

1980 recently 

celebrated its 

Silver Jubilee last 

Feb. 3-5 with a 

Grand Velada and 

a Homecoming 

Mass at 

Assumption Iloilo, 

Coming together after 25 years, these alumnae had a chance to relive the Assumption 
spirit and to bear witness to the gift of receiving an Assumption education. Shown at 
the center is Sr. Stella Marle Sanz, RA. 


Vicky, Nitz, Estela, Fermin and Mildred, Benjie 
and Cez, nephews, nieces, relatives and friends 
request the pious reader to pray for the eternal 
repose of his soul. 


His ashes will be at the St. Jerome Emiliani 
and Sta. Susana Church, Alabang Town Center 


(until Friday, February 24, 2006. 


Hero Tò achieve the mission of building 700,000 homes in 
7,000 communities in 7 years, Gawad Kalinga (GK) has 
Help build our nation embarked оп a new undertaking. They aim to mobilize а 


nationwide project called GK Isang Milyong Bayani (GK 1MB) 


that will inspire Filipinos to be the héroes that they truly are. 

Through the support of partners like PLDT and SMART, a 
massive registration campaign is taking place. The goal: one 
million volunteers by the end of this year. Interested 
individuals can sign-up through SMS, e-mail, and hotline 
numbers 

Gawad Kalinga invites everyone to take part in this 
movement. From local government units to private 
corporations, schools and non-government organizations, 


there is a role each one can play to make GK 1MB a reality! 


register as a volunteer for the GK 1MB via text 


GKIMB REG 


Option Send 


Enter the keyword shown 
above along with your name. 
city/province, age and gender 
(Ex. Juan Cruz/Manila/21/M) 


Send to 286 


‘Subscribers wil be charged P; 


Ват-2рт GK 1MB National Build in Gawad Kalinga Villages Subscribers who register will automatically be 


included in Gawad Kalinga's updates via SMS. 


3:45pm MARTSA ng mya BAYANI to Quezon Memorial Circle To stop receiving updates from Gawad Kalinga, 


text GK1MB OFF and send to 286. 
Rally Points: GK Youth at UP Oblation; Batang Bayani at Quezon City Hall; You may also register through e-mail 
Bayani Brigade at Pasikiab, Commonwealth, QU; liar rrr 
Couples for Christ, Kapithahayan and corporate partners 
at Ninoy Aquino Parks and Wildlife 
4:30pm Converge at Quezon Memorial Circle for GK 1MB Rally for Nation Building 


6:00pm GK 1MB Concert featuring Bamboo and other top bands 
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Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 


BREAKFAST, ALMUSAL OR AGAHAN, IS PER- 
sonal. It’s usually what you want to have. Its 
not surprising to have a breakfast table like 
ours where each one’s preference is laid out, 

The three men at home agree on their 
breakfast menu—canned goods with pan de 
sal or dried fish with sinangag and tsokolate. 
Tm the only one who drinks coffee and can 
subsist each morning on bread with butter or 
with cheese or with sardines. 

My two grandfathers had totally different 
breakfasts. Every morning of his life, my lolo 
Juan Malixi always had oatmeal with milk 
and took one cup of instant coffee. He'd break 
that monotony at Christmas by adding queso 
de bola, sliced a bit thicker and into half-moon 
pieces. His oatmeal diet and his daily walk 
didn't protect him from a stroke though. I 
think that’s why Tm suspicious of healthful 
recommendations. 


gang 

My lolo Alvaro Fenix had a more colorful 
menu. He went to market early morning to 
get liver from a freshly slaughtered pig, and 
had it grilled at home just right. He spiked his 
coffee with gin, one of the things his gang did 
(they had a coat of arms that featured a skull 
with two crossed gin bottles). He started 
drinking very late in life, as a way of coping 
with the death of his eldest son in the war. 

My siblings and I grew up eating bread at 
breakfast. There was no time to cook rice 
‘when we're all hurrying to go to school. 

Breakfast fare would change when there 
was time to do something special like hot- 
cakes on weekends, which is why pancakes in 
restaurants are always a great treat for me, 

During Christmas vacation, the older girls 
cooked Excelente ham with sugar and, in the 
process, ruined a frying pan with the hard- 
ened caramelized sugar. 

Our morning scene would include vendors 
plying their wares. The puto-cuchinta and taho- 
vendors’ resonant calls could be heard several 
streets away. Both carried containers suspend- 
ed on wooden bars balanced on their shoul- 
ders. Each container was distinet—the puto in 
round tin cans with cone-shaped covers and 
the taho in deep metallic ones with separate 
compartments for the tofu, sago and syrup. 

‘There was always a race to find loose 
change before running after the vendors who 
always walked fast. 


2 breakfasts 

Та the rural areas where one woke up be- 

fore sunrise, there would be a first breakfast, 

always light, perhaps pan de sal and coffee, 
something just to warm the stomach. The 
panegunda, a second breakfast when the sun 
‘was up, was heavier—rice with tapa, longgan- 
isa or tocino. The combination of those with 
egg gave birth to the tapsilog, longsilog and 
tocilog, which you can order at any time of the 
day at restaurants today. 

‘The usual beverage for breakfast is coffee, 
chocolate or tea. Chocolate poured on rice 
was a shock the first time I saw it. My first re- 
action was to ask why wasn't champorado, 
best paired with dried fish, ordered instead. 
But even more shocking was watching some- 
one pour coffee on his sinangag. 

My travels throughout the country have 
produced memorable breakfasts. At one hotel 
in Puerto Princesa, Palawan, there were two 
huge smoked mackerels with a lot of fried rice 
and scrambled eggs. In Dumaguete, budbud 
kabug—suman made with millet—was served 
with thick chocolate. In Zamboanga, it was 
the satti in reddish sauce taken with pusô. In 
Batangas, at the Lemery livestock market, I 
tasted goto for the first time, stewed beef in- 
nards and cow head colored with annatto 
(achuete). 

‘The heaviest breakfast I've had was at a Bo- 
hol resort. My host made me taste everything 
the place offered. There was tinolang tan- 
guigue, the Visayan version of the sinigang. 
Danggit and small lapu-lapu were fried crisp, 
taken with rice soaked with sikuwate, Bo- 
holano for tsokolate. Small dilis was cooked as 
torta. Several native cakes were also 
served—puto maya, glutinous white rice 
mixed with violet rice called tapol and shaped 
into circles, tasting palpably of ginger; the 
sweetish suman, the saltier budbud and the di- 
mamugan made of banana. Best of all, there 
was sea urchin (tuyom, suwake) freshly har- 


vested from the sea below our cantilevered 
breakfast place. 


Missed 

‘The breakfast I wanted to have but missed 
was in Vigan, Ilocos Sur. My food guide told 
me about sinanglaw, a soup of beef innards 
and meat with coagulated blood cooked early 
moming in a place near the post office. І 
asked her to bring me there but she hemmed 
and hawed until we missed the chance. By 10 
a.m., everything was gone. I'm guessing she 
prevented me from going because 1 would 
have been the only woman there and because 
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she thought that, being from the city I 
wouldn't have cared for this very local cook- 
ing. 

Ай that came to mind over the breakfast 
buffet we had in Baguio during a recent fami- 
ly reunion. There were the local longganisa, 
always made smaller ћаліп other places so it 
was nicknamed “short-ganisa,” corned beef 
paired with French fries and daing na bangus, 
sinangag, and the obligatory eggs done two 
ways, fried and scrambled with tomatoes and 
onions. 

At another table were the famous breads of 
the place and raisin bread from the Country 
Club, good to eat by itself but superb when 
taken with butter and Good Shepherd straw- 
berry jam (my preferred Country Club jam 
had run out). Strawberry; being in season, 
was served fresh and taken with yogurt or 
cream. 

1 tasted everything, perhaps egged on by 
the good feeling all around at this particular 
family reunion. >i 
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BAGUIO BREAKFAST: corned beef with French fries, longganisa, 
fried egg, daing na bangus with tomatoes and scrambled egg 
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ALABANG Gemma/Wendy 809-0396 
BINONDO Thelma/Jannah 242-1312 
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HY IS CARABAO'S 

milk so hard to find? 

What I find is some- 

times not pure. Do you have а 
source? 

LEO GAIVAN 


ap, Fidel and Cory. 

Last year I was at the Philip- 
pine General Hospitals Cancer 
Institute upon the invitation of 
Dr. Cecilia Llave when senior 
agriculturist Danilda Hufana-Du- 


PHILIPPINE DAILYINQUIRER- 


LIFESTYLE 
The secret to Guyito’s fame 


HOW CARA-MEAT COMPARES WITH OTHER MEATS 


ran of the PCI did her presenta- 


replied toa similar request for 
а source of carabao milk some- 
time ago. If 1 recall 
correctly it was from a 
lady whose relative 
was  cancer-stricken 
and needed carabao 
milk in taking her 
medication. In Japan, 
Tm told that water 
buffalo milk is consid- 
ered prime commodi- 
ty forits healing prop- 
erties. 

Carabao's milk is 
far more difficult to 
source because the na- 
tive carabao's milk production is 
low. Good news is that, through 
the efforts of the Philippine 
Carabao Institute (PCI), those 
days will soon be over as they are 
currently engineering hybrids 
that give far more milk and meat. 

The hybrids are called ET's 
(Embryo Transfers), derived from 
the Murrah buffalo, a river type 
Indian native, and the Philippine 
carabao, a swamp type. (There 
are two types of buffalo: river 
type, used mainly for dairy and 
meat; and swamp type, used for 
draft.) The first batch of “in vitro 
ET" babies were named Glory, Er- 
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New look for 


MAKATI SHANGRI-LA HAS RE-LAUNCHED 
its Japanese restaurant, Inagiky, after a reno- 
vation. 

Executive assistant manager for food and 
beverage Randal Linhart had a Zen-inspired 
setting arranged for the occasion with ki- 
mono-clad staff and background music from 
the traditional Japanese koto instrument. 

The new Inagiku features orange backlit 
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ACRYLIC-COVERED fishpond walkway 


tion on Water Buffalo: From Draft 
to Milk and Meat for Every Fil- 


dition, its fat content is usually 
50-60 percent higher, 

їз butterfat is 6-8 percent 
while the cows is 3-5 percent. 
The high butterfat content gives 
it higher energy value. And, due 
to its high fat content, the anti- 
cancer component called CLA 
(conjugated linoleic acid) is ex- 
pected to be higher. Buffalos are 
grazing animals and studies 
abroad show that milk from cows 
allowed to graze has increased 
amounts of CLA than those given 
commercial feeds. 


purely by grazing are said to have 


Beef - lean steak 
Chicken - flesh 
Pork- lean 
Turkey -flesh 


ipino. 

According to her re- 
search, the impor- 
tance of buffalo milk 
cannot be underesti- 
mated. It contains less 
water, more total 
solids, more fat, slight- 
ly more lactose and 
has more protein than 
cows milk. It general- 
ly contains more than 
16 percent total solids 
compared to the cows 
12-14 percent. In ad- 


theirmilk. 


and colorectal cancer. 


ment of healthy teeth. 


“cara-meat” might be 
sidering. 


will 


carabaos that feed 


old favorite 


hallway with latticework. An intricate 
Japanese kimono is elegantly displayed by 
the entrance. A focal point is a brass on brass 
piece by Ovvian Castrillo of the Eduardo Cas- 
trillo Studio. 

‘The restaurant has used bright colors, rich 
fabric and intricate pattern in making its new 
interior special and different. 

‘Though known since 1994 for specializing 
in tempura dishes, Inagiku has a lineup of 
new dishes. 

During the relaunch, sushi chef Wataru 
Hikawa prepared Sushi and Sashimi Mori- 
awase for appetizers. They were followed by a 
grilled platter of seafood, beef and vegeta- 
bles. Dessert was a plate of seasonal Japanese 
fruits and sorbet. 

Present at the event were Tom Zita, chair of 
Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts; Makati 
Shangri-La's general manager Jarlath Lynch, 
resident manager Sigi Bierbaumer, director of 
sales and marketing Lourdes Juco, and direc- 
tor of communications Joy Wassmer. 

Guests included Tonyboy Cojuangco and 
Gretchen Barretto; Jolly and Gigi Mabanta; 
Rhoda Campos of Rustan's; Marietta Santos; 
Jose Periquet Sr. and Chloe Periquet; Irene 
Francisco; Dr. Daniel Vasquez; Cynthia Mamon 
of Sunmicrosystems; Yoshio Nagamine, presi- 
dent, Terumo Philippines Corp; Ryukichi 
Kawaguchi, chairman, Marubeni Corp.; Yoshi- 
nori Isozaki, executive director, San Miguel 
Corp.; and Kazuo Fukuda, general manager, 
Hitachi Ltd. 

Inagiku is at 2/L, Makati Shangri-La Hotel. 
Call 8138888 local 7588 or 7599. 


higher anti-cancer componentsin 


CLA is reported to control body 
fat gain, enhance immunity, re- 
duce inflammation, decrease 

mors and, thus, is said to be anti- 
carcinogenic (inhibits prolifera- 
tion of human malignant cells 


atherosclerosis (prevents thick- 
ening of blood vessels), anti-obe- 
sity and anti-diabetic. For chil- 
dren, itis extremely beneficial in 
aiding growth and in the develop- 


Ме have just given you enough 
reasons to eat all the pastillas you 
want! And if this does not justify 
Guyitos (our beloved INQUIRER 
carabao) fame, I don't know what 


Call Philippine Carabao Cen- 
ter, Nueva Ecija at 044-456 0730. 
For carabao's milk and its sinful 


byproducts, including low-fat 
cheese and pastillas. Call Saint 
Mary Dairy at 8232835 and 
0917-2041952. 

Now let's move on to carcino- 
genic stuff... Ha-ha-ha! АЙ those 
medical terms were just much too 
much for mel 


Chocolate! 

If you are a chocoholic, you 
must try Fortune Ledesma’s Choco- 
late Cake. It is зоооооооо good! 
Сай 8443663 or 8939075. Its the 
dense and gooey type. Order now! 


cells), anti- 


When it comes to meat, the 
tale of the chart tells you why 


Free range 
Lately, I have been seeing 
things labeled “free-range.” 
What does free-range mean? 
ABET 


‘worth con- 


In dream land, anything la- 
beled free-range supposedly 
means that the meat you are 
about to purchase, before death, 
lived a life of luxury. Lived natu- 


‘THE NAME EVOKES BLUE SKIES, WARM 
waters and endless sunshine of the Mediter- 
ranean. Azure Café, with its décor of light- 
houses, boat wheels, anchors and oars, draws 
you in. You can sip a coffee granita and relish 
a tantalizingly hot made-on-the-spot panini 
or foccacia, both coming with sumptuous fill- 
ings—cheese, tuna, chicken, hot sardines, 
quesong puti, chicken adobo. 

Ог you can opt for a cold deli sandwich: 
prime roast beef, smoked pastrami or farmer's 
ham on oversized white bread. 

Located on the G/F 5 & L Bldg., De la Rosa 
cor. Esteban St., Legazpi Village, Azure Café is 
just a few short blocks away from the Makati 
Medical Center and Plaza. 

Coffee is brewed with freshly ground beans 
upon order. Regular aficionados claim it's the 
best in the neighborhood. 

‘Open daily for breakfast and lunch, Azure 
also offers options for health buffs such as let- 
tuce greens with tofu and a very special 
house dressing. The café serves exotic 
specialty pastas like its popular 
adobo pasta with slivers of tart 
green mango, itlog na maalat and 
chopped tomatoes. Other fa- 
vorites are the flavorful taba ng 2 
talangka pasta and the Spanish El Ka 
Rey chorizo pasta. Я 

‘Azure's signature drink for a 
hot summer day—the exquisite 
Chocnut shake, evoking childhood 
memories of trips to the sari-sar 
store for the favorite penny candy. | 
definitely worth the extra calories. 

‘Try Azure's absolutely scrumpt 
homemade goodiés for dessert: 
moistest rum cake, chocolate cak 
freshly baked apple pie. Cookies and milk 
anyone? They've got chocolate chip, oatmeal 


rally, in a range, as the term sug- 
gests; free to do as it was created 


to—bask in the sun, pl 


graze and eat grass; roam, and, in 
the end, killed humanely! 

Sad to say, it's often a tall tale, 
unless you see where and how it's 


been raised! 


Brownie recipe 


Iam Ina. I love to bake and in 
my school we were asked to 


bake for a bake sale. 


share a nice brownie recipe? 


Not too expensive and 
tomake. Thank you. 


Yee + 2 tbsp butter 
11/3csugar 
3/4 c + 2 tbsp dark 
ened cocoa powder 
Yatsp salt 
1tsp vanilla extract 
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of the future 


eggs 

¥acall-purpose flour 

2/3cnuts 

Preheat oven 350" E. 

In a double boiler, melt butter, 
add sugar, cocoa and salt. Mix 
well. Cool mixture. 

‘Add vanilla, then the eggs one 
ata time, stirring vigorously after 
each addition. 

Add the flour and nuts, mix 
well. Pour into an 8" square pan. 
Bake for 20 minutes. Glaze if de- 
sired. 

Glaze: 

3/4 ccream 

180 g bittersweet chocolate 

1 фр light corn syrup. 

Bring cream to light boil. Re- 
move from heat. Add chocolate 
and com syrup, mix until mixture 
is smooth. 


lay, pick, 


Can you 


not hard. 


unsweet- 


Email raspirasQinquirercom pl 


A touch of sand and sea in Makati 


raisin and chewy chocolate crinkles. 

Customers are a medley of doctors and medi- 
cal staff, expatriates from embassies and banks, 
who enjoy the excellent food and warm, wel- 
coming atmosphere. To quote some very satis- 
fied customers, “The food is just great, the 
prices reasonable, the staff exceptionally warm, 
with big smiles and personal greetings—what 
more can one ask for?" 

‘Azure Cafe is at G/F S & L Building, De la. 
Rosa cor. Esteban St., Legazpi Village, Makati, 
Call 8173446 or 8130395 for free delivery 
within the neighborhood. 


ALLSUNDAYS 
of February are. 
specialat 
Outback 
Restaurant. 


The eight-ounce 
Angus Prime Rib, 


served with 
Garden Fresh 
Salad and side. 


dish, is available 


fora special 
Sunday price of 
PBIS. Outback 


Restaurants are 


in Glorietta 4, 


Libis and Alabang 


‘Town Center. 


KITARO'S Salmon Kawa Maki, made 
of toasted salmon skin, cucumber 
sesame seeds and a dab of teriyald 
sauce, is available at Kitaro branches 
nationwide. For delivery, call 9111115. 


Ataste of 8 Chinese regional cooking 


‘TANG CITY, which has branches in Makati, Cubao, 
Quezon City, and Manila offers food from China's 
eight culinary capitals: Shanghai, Belling, Guang- 
dong, Szechuan, Fookien, Shangtung, 
Yangchow and Hong Kong. The ' 
restaurants extensive menu lists al- 
‘most 200 dishes. One of the best- 
sellers is the Roast Duck, served with 
plum sauce. The restaurant serves crabs In 12 differ- 
ent ways. It also has exotic dishes such as Slao 
Long Pao, Tong Po Pork, Fried Layered Pao, 8 Gluti- 
nous Rice and other traditional dim sum and noodle 
‘specialties. Popular dishes are special rice toppings, 
including Honey Roast Asado Rice, Soy Chicken 
Rice, and Lechon Macau Rice, all at affordable prices 
and in big servings. Call 8161340 (Tang City Gloriet- 
ta) or 5231919 (Tang City Robinsons Ermita). 


FLAVOURS OF CHINA offers prime meat cuts mari- 


E] 


DINING OUT 


nated in special Aslan herbs and spices and sauteed 
with authentic Chinese sauces. The restaurants 
bestsellers are Seafood Fried Rice, Deep-fried Bone- 
ess Chicken in Lemon Sauce, 
Crispy Tender Beef, Green Seafood, 
Curry Fish Filet, Steamed Fish Fillet 
with Fresh Garlic in Light Superior 
Sauce, Spicy Squid Head and the 
combo platter (dim sum specialties). Favours of 
China branches are at Tomas Morato, SM South- 
mall, SM Batangas, SM San Lazaro. A branch will 
‘open soon in SM Sucat. 


'SUSHI-YA offers Bento meals, freshly cooked tem- 
pura and an array of main courses. 

‘Sushl-Ya is extonding its Sushi-YUM break pro- 
‘mo, 3-5 p.m. (mall branches) and 5-7 p.m. (non- 
тпай outlets). Order any of Sushi-Ya's main courses 
‘and get one rice or miso soup tree. You aiso get free 


5 


Mori or Yuki Meal with every three orders of Donburi 
meals or get P100 off when you order any three 
Bento Box Meals. 

"These promos are available at ай Sushi-Ya. 
branches at Tomas Morato, Libis, SM Megamall, SM 
Pampanga, Robinsons Galleria, Robinsons Place 
Manila and Market! Market! 


QUEENS CRYSTAL GARDEN presents tho first Ke- 
ай and Wine Festiva п Mania, Kebab and Wine on 
‘a Wednesday Night. The event is held every second 
‘Wednesday of the month. Feast on nine non-vege- 
tarian and six vegetarian kebabs complemented with 
sparkling rod and white wine, juice, tropical punch 
and soft drinks. The kebab feast is at 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Queens Crystal Garden Restaurant is at 146 Jupiter 
St. between Makati Ave. and Reposo SL, Макай 
Cty. Call 8951316/1816, 0917-8955333 and 0917- 
8113368. 


Caterers meet 
to discuss trends 


THE SECOND FOOD CATERERS 
Conference of the Philippines 
will be held Feb. 28 at Teatro 
Marikina, Shoe Avenue, Sta. Ile- 


na, Marikina City. 


Theme of the event is New 
Trends, New Equipment. 
trance fec, inclusive of food, is 


P500. 


The event is organized by the. 
Food Caterers Association of the 


Philippines (FCAP). 


Food caterers, business peo- 


ple, food experts and 


asts have a chance to learn new 


trends in the catering industry. 

Topics to be covered include. 
food hygiene and sanitation, 
healthy seafood cooking, new 
trends on food styling, table flo- 
ral styling, cooking demo, lec- 
tures and demo on fruit and veg- 
etable carving and quick 
desserts, understanding the E- 
Vat Law, old ways and new tech- 
niques бот Nestlé and 
Unilever, and FCAP as an organi- 
zation. 

Call FCAP at 4100394 or e- 
mail info@feap.com.ph. 
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En- 


enthusi- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: — 


THURSDAY, ` 
FEBRUARY 23,2006 |... 


LIFESTYLE. __..... 
mo Pâté, pasta and ‘kakanin’ 


stylist 
Delores THE REGGIE ASPIRAS SCHOOL OF 

Culinary Arts is offering the follow- 
Ing casses: 

Feb. 24 Delicous and Easy 
Patës (all new): Duck with Chocolate 
and Fruit Sauce; Chicken Live, three 
kinds: Mousse, Country, Liquor- 

toasts, points and bread 


and Artichoke, Mixed Meat in. 
Caramelized Balsamic Sauce, 
Scallops in Light Tomato Cream, 
‘Shrimp Pasta with Vegetables 
‘and Saffron Cream Pasta 

Call 9289296, 9273008 and 
6335162. 


Cooking from the experts 
‘The San Miguel Pure Foods Culinary 
Center is offering a hands-on cook- 
ing workshop, "Can't Cook? Want to 
Cook,” on March 11, 18, 25 and 
April 1, 8a.m.- p.m., at the San 
Miguel Pure Foods Culinary Center, 
Legaspi cor, Eagle Sts., Barrio 
Ugong, Pasig. 

Fee is at P3,300. Participating My 
Great Food Ciub members are enti- 
tied to 20-percent discount. 

Call 6719876 local 402, 404 or 
405 or log on to www.mygreat- 
food.com 


HAT’ 


Ч \ cates 
СВА, 
Feb. 25—Ribs from around the. 

Word (all new): Costillas de Naranja 

(Orange Ribs), Black Bean and Tea 

Chinese Style, Asian Style in Co- 

conut Milk Zinfandel Ribs, Baby 

Back Korean Style; side dishes 
Feb. 27—Kakanin 2006 (all new): 

Suman sa Lihiya, White Kuchinta 

with Kalamay. Banana Suman, Biko, 

‘Suman with Chicken Stuffing, Ube 

Suman 
March 1— Easy Pasta (some of 

Reggie's favorite recipes, li new) 

Ricotta and Mushrooms, Scampi 


Top US food 
stylist to hold 
workshop 


FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE PHILIPPINES, 
renowned American food stylist Delores 
Custer will conduct an intensive one-day 
workshop on food styling on March 4 at ELJ 
Communications Center, QC. 

Presented by Food Magazine, the country's 
largest-selling culinary magazine, on the occa- 
sion of its 10th anniversary, and Magnolia Gold 
Butter, the seminar will focus on the latest 
trends in food styling, how to deal with diffi- 
cult foods, use of color and texture for maxi- 
‘mum effect, how to choose props, tools of the 
trade, and shooting for film and camera. 

Custer will also demonstrate a live photo 
shoot. 

Based in New York, Custer teaches food 
styling at the Culinary Institute of America and 
at the New School University in New York City. 
She has styled for international brands such as 
Nabisco, Pillsbury, Time-Life Books, Camp- 
bell's, Mrs. Fields, Tupperware, Bon Appetit, 
Chocolatier and Cuisinart. She has also worked 
with Julia Child, Debbie Fields, Paul Newman, 
and Patti LaBelle. Her works have appeared in 
TV commercials, movies, cookbooks, maga- 
zines, food labels, and food packages. 

To assist Custer during the seminar is Mary 
Grapsas, herself a US-based food stylist 
whose works have appeared in Teen Vogue, 
St. Louis Homes and Lifestyles, the Food Net- 
work and national TV commercial spots. 

Chefs, culinary instructors, art directors, 
photographers, cinematographers, restaura- 
teurs, caterers, food manufacturers, food ex- 
porters and importers, artists and food enthu- 
siasts are encouraged to attend. 

The special early-bird seminar fee of 
P6,500 has been extended to Feb. 28. Starting 
March 1, the seminar fee is P7,500. The fee in- 
cudes snacks, lunch at Restaurant 9501, 
ABS-CBN's exclusive penthouse restaurant, a 
copy of Food Magazine's 10th anniversary 
cookbook, recipe and lecture handouts, and 
surprise gifts. 

Sponsors of the seminar include Del 
Monte, Fly Ace (Jolly and Good Life), Tefal, 
and Hotel InterContinental, with special par- 
ticipation of Lifestyle Network. 

Call 4152762 or 4152272 local 4640. 


= 


a world t 


discover 


Gourmet Classes with Chef Dennis Hipolito 
#137 9" Street corner Balete Drive, New Manila, Quezon City 


BAKING CLASSES (Saturdays) 
March 4, 2006: CAKES & TORTES 1 (Must Have Party Desserts) 


Honey Crunch Cake, Mango Cream Cake, Sacher Толе. Almond Japonaise Torte, 
Strawberry Mousse Cake P1600 


March 11, 2006: CHOCOLATE DESSERTS 2 (irresistible 
Decadent Desserts) Laud Center Chocolate Desserts. Fioriess Chocolate Bites, 
Today and Chewy Browmes, Mont Marbled Chocolate Honey Cake P1600 

March 18, 2006: ITALIAN BREADS & DESSERTS (All Time 
italian Favorite Treats) Tramo, Most Cirus Cornmeal Cake, Sun cred 
Tomato Focaccia. Савана, Armond Biscotti P1600 

March 25, 2006: YUMMY YEAST BREADS (Must Have Sweet 


Breads} Besoets (New Oceans Style Mens ın ine Mouth Doughnuts). Cottage 
[| Cheese and былш Bread, Pan de Sa. Quick Sochy Buns with Cream Cheese, Sweet 
Роша Rans P1600 


COOKING CLASSES (Wednesdays) 

* Featuring a Series of Classes of RECIPES by Famed Gourmet 
MAUR AQUINO LICHAUCO. TO BE ANNOUNCED LATER 
THROUGH TEXT OR PLEASE CALL/TEXT FOR DETAILS. 

*Call or Text 0917-8486656/0928-7912128 or email us at 
gourmetpastryGaol.com, for reservations. *Ask for GIRARD or 
Wen. 

"CLASSES ARE: 1:00Pm-a: 30pm. (Limited Seats Available) 
"CLASSES INCLUDE: Ingredients, Recipe Hand Outs, and Product 
Shares 


Pure & Creamy Butter 


FOOD n 


present 
Top New York food stylist. 


DELORES CUSTER 


in her first ever lecture in the Philippines 


DISHING pup 


On March 4, Ms. Custer will 
conductan intensive classon food 
styling and food presentation. 


Learn all about 
‘The secrets of food styling 
1 Baste food styling techniques 
1 The latest trends in food styling 
How to choose props 
Use of color and texture for maximum effect 
Shooting food Yor fim and camere 
How to deal with аитсок foods 
Tne tools of tha trade 


‘call now for early registration or fax the form below. 


Telephone: 415-2272 loe 4640 (Mia Espe) 
113792 (too болген) 
Бахла 15115 
КАЕ toog@abe-pinoycentral.com 
абаттан фари pineycentra.com. 


Plus get the chance to watch 
a live photo shoot! 


Ms; Custer teaches ot the Culinary Institute of America and | | Fees: P6,soo tor лозе registering and paving betore reb. 28 
New School University in New York. She has styled for the 330a fex troso regateni end paying ater Feb. 28 
Best known international brands. Her cients include Pulsbury, 

Nabisco, Tupperware, Paul Newman, Time-Life Books, Mrs 
Меда, Campbells, Chocolatier amd Cuisinart. She aiso 
Песаро recipes for lood companies and appears frequently 
on US. television to discuss food styling techniques ond 


Fees ich apace, unch м повлек 950). ADS CES 
рамма d copy of food Magazine's 10 Anniversary Cookbook, 
IUE: surpre ot 


таке this opportunity to learn from her expertise when she 
eines to Mana. А one-day class wi be held Saturday, 
March 4, 9 алт. pum. at Training Halls А & B, 13/F EL) 
Communications Genter E. Lopez Avenue, Quezon City 


should attend: 


Chefs, culinary instructors; 
tory students, art 


irectors/artists, ‘advertising 
Ereotwe “directors; “food. manufacturers/food 
а лога, restaurateurs/esterers, marketing and PR 
rectore, photographers/cinematographere, appliance 
manufacturers, food enthusiasts 


INTERCONTINENTAL. 


Name: _ 
Contact Humbera: 
E-mail address: 


Jui k Che Dora td 


Banana, cre Amond, Ben, Cero Cia, Choco Nl Cako, Whole Wheel Bread. Raion Brad 


таса з она ene Pra 
Op vere Maes 
oy Fon pé Gate rie 
Tots orci todos samet 
uitam ineft 


‘THE OFFICIAL CONFECTIONER SUGAI 
USED BY MRS. FLORENDO 


Avelina C. Florendo 


Cake берб, су 
г 


СОСТУ WALL or rame AwAnDEE 


NEXT SCHED: APR. 5 


AVEL. 
з. R63 д Sub. pae Cj 


HEN Y SI 


CULINARY SCHOOL 


S ON 


SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 


Macht Wednesday) 00m. -00pm оигоо A) BAKING I 
ic Heny Seon ` Super Most Chonda Cale wih Mocha Fag & 
geting Pecan Tess, Macapuno Bare, Crepy Syivanna. Cream 
Plum Crane! Toppng.Baterscoch Bars & Sabe P1500 


i00 pm дзот А COOKIE 


Mech? 30D am- 190 pm [classroom A) JAPANESE 
COOKING | (А) Time Favonte Japanese Recpeshy 
Chal каен Kondo, eensed coo fom Ehme. Japan and lood 
айтыл Roses eut Mso Soup. Tempura Noo, 
aoro, Coon Mat Chics Sopa. Noades win Non Зен 
Denpeg wm Broan Sauce. PLI 


March 2 (Thursday) 120 — 509 pam etessroam A) JAPANESE 
COOKING py Cre Kachi kando: Ciam Soup, Miso Soup weh Poe 
e Vegses Soup wat Roa Canas Bod Sad Ae Lie E Pareake. 
Rete Отаве Condes нон Potes & Shp Fry. P1,700 


eh 3-4 (ay Satay) 900a m ~ £009 m [etassroom A CAKE 
DECORATING COURSE | br Heny Sison ` Leam he bases 
(ese cecring сл cir ea гей дл ode and scalop borders: 
теле. igre pong бла ocies Lc suert wi bako deca 
1 charter bday cara. Ful participation. P6000 


Macht Monday) 900a m - 10pm (Gessmon A) BASIC CAKES 
& ICNGS FOR BEGINNERS by: Heny Seon" Bat Cake wih 
бле iore, Mos Croce Cate wd Foo og Mac Cla wa No- 
Чал ce Lemon Con Ce wi Said сю Sponge Cake 
wen Whoped Cram keng. Р1500. 


March 6 (Monday) 200 - 500 рт. [cesscon A) QUICK BREADS 
"y Heny Stor Apis Wand Cola Banana Мы Bread, Lec. 
ататеп andre tra 
Pi 


Mar Mondo 1000m -400pm [casecon BI NEW CLASSI 
JEEPNEY, BUS STOP & CARINDERIA GOURMET FOOD 
Cater, 


porte way ara gon edge ом сопрано 
‘frend raed Cepsa oce ora e Part Pun Chan 
Laran eras Basang perg pa Bala w Cn Gate Lm Fh Sauce, 
(Gnd ca Wrapped n carana Leaves w Speed Cocoa Sauce. D'S- 
Vengo, Оеп Egan and ота w Spey Vaiga Soy Do. and 
Medis eugpongen wi Ampalaya. Denonstaton w siden! 
participation. P1,700 

Mach? (Tuesday) 002.8. 120000 fasoom A) NEW CLASS! 
HEALTHY GOURMET COOKING: SPA COOKING by: 
"causis Н. Aleja, owner of iz! Dary Farm, Smss-Pinoy 
‘esate eux Catt Ss resasan, organ cae and od 
sutor Pera ansa ros Gobel долте eoque ean. 
ine, SPA cook, Favor, ol cona ara o рото ngs. 
Шал ow o пале est ashes yr mena pam s yor 
pessrsiresós ardor ne nta to еза сү Ths cass S 
Raster pespa ovans oam moro od heb ocn rs wel 
Storestetondeotee sap oren Drs vegeta pce зло. 
Sarane mue се га. эдрешеп э муе veste enc based 
Керр ос p scel ren coo y om 
x 


wp — т. (засоп) 
САКЕ DECORATING COURSE II by: Hony Sison " Add 
"enaong ыз! yo. cata бест thew oling loners, 
‘Strive bears, owe spray А чову Hones As a trai pecia 
S Cocoa з бодат caka Мой van cascading Dover. РА 
Darleption. P4,000 


мәт лобам, -420pm зоот NEW CLASS! 
RECIPES FOR SUCCESS IN FOOD CART BUSINESS Ш 
фу Ore Vc Vana, lom Sars & Ва. и Cal Ve sham 
Wo you har нев ol nage and experence o! poissons ard 
Тайны concepis. Sis, lochnues È operalions 
Breda Baterya vost salon 2ке ec Breads, Wot We 
Рона, Het Рохаса Gata, балк Эки. Supe Free, No Fal 
rois Was Los эла Сала Brad Tes on Зал ape. Food cost 
Domonsvation wih student participation. P2,500 


Masch 13 Monday 1000a m. ~ 400pm (dasecem A) NEW CLASSI 
DINSUM 3 WORKSHOP by. Cho! Katharina Sion, resur 
peg ob Рикатедъла cor: bn apert n Cinesa cusna 
Созу мәсәл Стеве бүлә Bes! бота Frad Spocai tumpa. 
шоло Caka, and Snow Whte Моон. P2500 

Mac 13 Monday 1а т -500pm (cesson B) NEW CLASSI 
PANADERO PANADERIA 1 by. Nostor Magrimbao, Baker. 
ena Сироп” Paceoa alos, ар. Bsc Manan osa, 
йоз. Demonstration w student participation. P1,500 
Mach à едер 10008 4.00pm Casto) NEW CLASSI 
DIMSUM 4. WORKSHOP by. Chat Katherine Sion * Hakam. 
басш был Cry Scop Crapy ao Pu Ham Suy Kok, Topia 
(Cored e Сва P2500 

March 15 100020 ~ 00pm Wdassoom A) NEW 
CLASSI SWEET BUT SUGAR FREE CAKES by: Chot 
жыйа Ang Po, Casse Dessons lt Stonbery Cheese 
Fron Nu Pe ects Све багага Croce Ml, Peppy Seod 
Casa Cana usw Geam Cosa long Choco Wand Cotes. Fr 
poopie nno ar conseus ol supa ta P1500 

Mec 5 (eosin 10008m -6 00pm (cassum D) JAPANESE 
RICE TOPPING by. Chal Кою Kondo Recipes: Oyuo 
б {Guten & Egg ca АСО. Обол Boot Bow Tendon Toma 
Bont ate don Po Cut Bow, базою do fined Chien Egg 


‘Bont Ton Tryal-dn (Chichen Tel) P1,700 


March 16 (Tay 1000 ат 400 pm (classroom A) COFFEE 
CLASS by. Chal Aloon Anastacia Sandoval onor o! Goodes 
N Sues Bakeshop Сез S Bon Donn's tsi gait Cuna atthe 
Cetera Ойле cadeny you wre pannngio opon a colse shop 
ш солзев гүш Leam Pe tou лазтетав o oles bwnng поте 
ино gudeloseamng loan Мадре 8 gametes & 
‘maser mà art of colo mang. Races: Cafe Lane. Cale Mocha, 
(Cs Anereara Садлкога. Бшиело Мао speso Con Pawa. 
‘rend Cabe Freszo. y Rum Cae Crean Toe Сове Mie 
Mat Mocha Auma, ойу Road and more! P3,000 


Marc 17 (бай 1000 ал, - 400 pm. (casson A) SPECIAL 
TABLE AND HOME DECOR FLOWER ARRANGEMENT 
by: Gon Remote. fol dispar Таа Conterpeces w acu) 
ercrsraton эла bl sing prseraton Lectura, coanstabon 
Sand hands-on production. Bring а pair of scissors. P3,000 


махале (Shri 10008 m -400pm (asm AJCONTROLLNG 
FOOD COST by. Gianella Rodriguez, Genera! Manager ot 
FoumansbyRariee Graduate oi Corel Unesty Cuinar tub. 
by Anerca “Cours Озе: Mons Casing, Елеси Purhctén 
аат your ioni оов Cost te, Spoiage Аскаты oss & 
малу Maragomen. P2000, 


Marnao молдай 908m. 1:00pm (casscon A) BROWNIES 
A BARS by. Hany Son" Chow} Most Brownes. Cero Cake 
Возна Crean Croese eng Lamon Chetstce Bars, Brownies wi 
‘Caramel Carer & Botero Bass P100 


Marc 20 onda) 130-500 pm. classroom A) FAVORITE PASTA 
DISHES. “by: Chet JN Sundiuo, Food Constan, Food Sit. 
Вий graduais a Рав Кит Now Yok Cons Scd "Leom 
Fb coc you tavorto pasta sna Pa easy way, Sauces обе laught 
fa cass ме ha пу Работе, Сип Pomodoro, Aled, 
Biogas ond Pam pus bona порез P1,700 


мәз Monday)2 Dam - 500p m lassen B) NEN CLASS! 

PANADERO PANADERIA 2 by. Nastor Maprimbao "Kabayan, 
Pareno. tangtang, Ensaymada. Chess Brea. Pra Rot, Sooreh Bread 

Parasa, Toy ad Dunes и sca patat 
1,500 


Mach (Tuesday) 100a m 40р m classroom ANEW CLASSI 
PHILIPPINE REGIONAL CUISINE PART 1 by. Chel Sam 
Go Leor lese ad ерим е vcr оі our very own popular 
Fono regond deecacos.Fucoes Tacande Prapaia. Кооп 
Douguan. La Paz Вису Abay Panga, col Express, Rainy 
Sizzang Sisig. Demonstration ві student participation. 
P1,500 

March 22 (Wednesday) 1000 am. - 400 pm (classroom A) 
INTRODUCTION ТО JAPANESE COOKING by: Chof 
Коон Kondo Leam alie аг Japanese dates apro 
{promod lesson cod soen as Su, баур. Sui Meo 
Soup. Tempura. ena, уоп Needs Ca Pot, Ciche Toye 
“rouse Frad Fics. P2500 


March 23 (Thsstay 1000 am - 400 рл. (classroom A) CREPE 
WORKSHOPby: Chet JIN Sandiqua “Learn th lechnques ol 
re темир п т М pancgaton cass, On бе Mani: Coe 
Site Suatbery Crepe. Mango Pandan, Crapo ala Mose Sprach 
Fda, Beppre Purses опа Cncien Mushroom Crepe. P2,500 


March 2s Fadey) 1000ал -4:00pm (casson A) THE BEST OF 
THE BEST SERIES П by: Chal Vicky Vilanuava * Learn ће 
Clat secret. Mora os and proven іспан Recipos: Soest 
Eryruós Sa ores No Panes. Mes Fre Sea 
Тор. Casse. Сосна Paine snd а Queso de Bola Cheese 
Rois бтр Cased Lg Walls Fol rol Cenamon Ва. Colle, 
locns end Caramel овна Cram Pll and Bus. Р2 50) 


MarhzsiSstrós 100a m. SO0p (Soom A) NEW CLASSI 
RECIPES FOR SUCCESS IN FOOD CART BUSINESS IV 
Vei Vilanava Wo i те Dogs Ол S oan 


Sauco. P2,800 


Mang? onday 900a mm -500pm classroom AI SECRETS NO 
MORE) by: Нау Sison ' Decadent Cocoa Саке win Fuga 
feng Carmel Souco, Lame Torta, Ensaymada, Almond rema, 
Sranan Sotcake & Ube Calo. P3000 


‘Macho Tred 100a m -10pm (assum) BASICBREAD 
BAKING WORKSHOP 1 by: Hony Sison "Loar tho venaly ot 
шад ung bese suo dou Recipes: Pan da Sa, nnam Ro. 
"aoo Ren, Cheese Fol B Dr Pot P2,500 


per 0008-400 (classroom B) NEN CLASS 
CHOCOLATE FOUNTAIN GLASS by: Coal Vieki Vinum 
Tam arpay тресни Cases rd Py ers Rov 
ep yous pratas an вше a мл yout nont ovet Cre Vea 
ülsemonsiut and esemtio 3 versens i chocol cro: peces 
Tonemaca Choco lon, lone and Res Choco tourtan. Lan 0 
Package ame manus Ior you cheris tiach re Аооу Вова oboe 
{лот Bara he pet bonnes, Pod Caka errs Coro Cho 
Coon Vou wi temen o setup we кин, graham cocks P2,700 


Marcha (dey 1000, -4 00 pm t classroom A) NEW CLASSI 
HIGH-YIELD CATERING DISHES MODULE 3 by: Chal 
Som 6 Looe Decover ngs eh propesons lor nar рой 
mags "Calamares wí Salton Ah Dp, Fen Cnpsw Saco Тылат, 
Мо ооп Conto Conon, Dg How Rca Roast Pork w рр. 
лил Ge, and ung Paa Chien P1,500 

We эө now secgung nals or пе Juno batch o! ESSENTIAL 
‘Goon SERIES ле 29 Sopenbar 7.2006 Саин mo heid 
Gy Dusasye à ан) ESSENTIAL BAKING AND PASTRY 
SERES uuna d- Once 2006 Cason oroni игү Saura 
TUMON FEE nce овони Rasonaton rau, 
WEDONG & BIRTHDAY CAKE orders by appomiant опу. We 
sei Cane Docoraiag Corectonany ond Baking 

FOR RESERVATIONS & INQUIRIES vel or cal uso 

$S Bonne Sorano nan (отот Satan Road, Quern ly 
Faaora 7208067412798. 

Eat шунык. a 

Меза wanna co 


WATCH "A TASTE GF LIFE WITH НЕМУ SISON at IBG Channel. 19 avery Sunday, 1100-1200 noon 
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3. Earn more 
Cash.gift.card 
' so you can keep on going, keep on 
buying or flying for free. 
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By Joel V. Nigos : 


A REAL ESTATE INDUSTRY ON THE 
upswing, albeit tempered by strict 
regulations and the country's economic 
situation, greet the new set of officers 
this year of the Chamber of Real Estate 
and Builders Association as they take 
their oath in the induction ceremonies 
to be held today at the posh Manila 
Polo Club at Forbes Park in Makati 
City. 

No less than House Speaker Jose de 
Venecia will induct the new Creba 
board of directors and committee 
chairs as well as the board and com- 
mittee chairs of the  Creba 
International Foundation Inc. (СЇРЇ). 
The induction ceremonies will be fol- 
lowed by incoming national president 
Pedro C. Tario giving his inaugural 
speech. It will be keynoted also by 
Speaker De Venecia. 

The Creba induction is always a big 
event in the industry. “It’s when all 
sectors, government and private, in- 
volve in real estate gather together. It's 
when the old gives way to the new—a 
time when we salute the outgoing of- 
ficers for their job well done and wish 
the incoming for their tasks ahead," 
shares Purita Soliven, president of 
CIFI. 

As in previous induction ceremo- 
nies, heads of various housing agencies 
such as the National Housing Author- 
ity, Home Development Mutual Fund 
or Pag-Ibig, Housing and Land Use 
Regulatory Board, Housing and Urban 
Development Coordinating Council, 
are expected to grace the event. 
Parafiaque Rep. Eduardo C. Zialcita, a 
former executive vice president of 
Creba before he became congressman, 
and currently the chair of the House 
committee on housing and urban de- 
velopment, will also be present at the 
occasion to give his support. 


| Challenges ahead 

Tario says that they will have their 
hands full as they take on the 
industry's challenges ahead. 
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An industry on the upswing, 


regulations, we believe the growth is 
not maximized. There are a lot of op- 
portunities lost," he laments. 

He adds that Creba's current advoca- 
cies will focus on how to deal with 
these challenges to spur growth. “We’ll 
do what needs to be done. And we'll 
always be at the forefront to help in 
our economic development." 

Some of the things Creba will look 
into, Tario says, are the law which in- 
tervenes to the right to buy property 
especially by foreign investors, the con- 
version of agricultural 
residential, the taxes imposed by the 
government, the interest rates being 
charged by Pag-Ibig to its members, 
among others. 

Creba is advocating that conversion 
of agricultural lands to develop these 
into subdivisions should be easier. This 
is in line with their vision to decongest 
Metro Manila by creating new towns. 
New towns and communities, he ex- 
plains,. would not be created if 
agricultural lands' conversion to resi- 
dential is not approved by the 
government. 

"Banks now have reduced their in- 
terest rates for housing loans to as low 
as 10 to 10.5 percent per annum. It's 


lands to- 


bers' money that's why we believe it 
should be more liberal to its members, 
in terms of interest rates and its ser- 
vice." 

Says Tario: "About 65 industries are 
involved in real estate or in the perfor- 
mance of housing construction. The 
ripple effects of the industry spans and 
benefits many. Government regula- 
tions should not be prohibitive in the 
performance of our business." 

As Tario sums it all up, Creba's thrust 
this year is to continue to be pro-active 
in taking on the opportunities and to 
become an instrument of economic 
development across all regions in the 
country. 2 

"The real estate industry is on the 
upswing that's why we wanted to take 
on the opportunity. We feel that with 
the present situation—the govern- 
ment regulations, the current laws, 
the overall economic situation—we're 
still not getting the most of it. But with 
the cooperation of all the sectors in- 
volve in the industry and the 
assistance of the government, we 
know we will get in there in due time," 
Tario says. 


Creba Int'l Foundation 


challenges greet new Creba officers 


OFFICERS OF 
THE CREBA 
International 
Foundation Inc. 
pose for 
posterity during 
the housing fair 
it held in 
London in July 
2005 


respond to the housing needs of mil- 
lions of overseas Filipino workers in 
over 180 countries abroad, particu- 
larly in the Middle East, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Japan, Korea, Canada, 
Italy, Taiwan, United Kingdom and 
the US. 

It also serves Filipino expatriates and 
foreign investors by assisting them in 
locating appropriate real estate invest- 
ment opportunities in the Philippines. 

The foundation operates as a corpo- 
ration, with a network of competent 
brokers and realty marketing practitio- 
ners abroad, which serves as the 
marketing, advertising and promo- 
tions arm of the foundation using 
online communication, printed media 
and other similar publications. It also 
sets the criteria for the accreditation of 
developers-sellers and verifies their 
credibility, viability, integrity and fi- 
nancial stability. 

The developer derives tremendous 
benefits from the services of the foun} 
dation and its international chapters 
because he saves a lot of resources and 
efforts in offering his real estate 
projects and services abroad. The cost 
of putting up an overseas realty mar; 
keting office alone and maintaining a 
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An industry on the upswing, 
challenges greet new Creba officers 


By Joel V. Nigos 


A REAL ESTATE INDUSTRY ON THE 
upswing, albeit tempered by strict 
regulations and the country’s economic 
situation, greet the new set of officers 
this year of the Chamber of Real Estate 
and Builders Association as they take 
their oath in the induction ceremonies 
to be held today at the posh Manila 
Polo Club at Forbes Park in Makati 
City. 

No less than House Speaker Jose de 
Venecia will induct the new Creba 
board of directors and committee 
chairs as well as the board and com- 
mittee chairs of the Creba 
International Foundation Inc. (CIFI). 
The induction ceremonies will be fol- 
lowed by incoming national president 
Pedro C. Tario giving his inaugural 
speech. It will be keynoted also by 
Speaker De Venecia. 

The Creba induction is always a big 
event in the industry. "It's when all 
sectors, government and private, in- 
volve in real estate gather together. It's 
when the old gives way to the new—a 
time when we salute the outgoing of- 
ficers for their job well done and wish 
the incoming for their tasks ahead,” 
shares Purita Soliven, president of 
CIFI. 

As in previous induction ceremo- 
nies, heads of various housing agencies 
such as the National Housing Author- 
ity, Home Development Mutual Fund 
or Pag-Ibig, Housing and Land Use 
Regulatory Board, Housing and Urban 
Development Coordinating Council, 
are expected to grace the event. 
Parafiaque Rep. Eduardo C. Zialcita, a 
former executive vice president of 
Creba before he became congressman, 
and currently the chair of the House 
committee on housing and urban de- 
velopment, will also be present at the 
occasion to give his support. 

М Challenges ahead 

* Tario says that they will have their 
hands full as they take on the 
industry's challenges ahead. 


"The industry is moving. bur Because' 1 even:lower than Pag-Ibig, which’ 570, 


regulations, we believe the growth is 
not maximized. There are a lot of op- 
portunities lost," he laments. 

He adds that Creba's current advoca- 
cies will focus on how to deal with 
these challenges to spur growth. ^We'll 
do what needs to be done. And we'll 
always be at the forefront to help in 
our economic development." 

Some of the things Creba will look 
into, Tario says, are the law which in- 
tervenes to the right to buy property 
especially by foreign investors, the con- 
version of agricultural lands to 
residential, the taxes imposed by the 
government, the interest rates being 
charged by Pag-Ibig to its members, 
among others. 

Creba is advocating that conversion 
of agricultural lands to develop these 
into subdivisions should be easier. This 
is in line with their vision to decongest 
Metro Manila by creating new towns. 
New towns and communities, he ex- 
plains, would not be created if 
agricultural lands' conversion to resi- 
dential is not approved by the 
government. 

*Banks now have reduced their in- 
terest rates for housing loans to as low 
as 10 to 10.5 percent per annum. It's 
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OFFICERS OF 
THE CREBA 
International 
Foundation Inc. 
pose for 
posterity during 
the housing fair 
it held in 
London in July 
2005 


bers' money that's why we believe it 
should be more liberal to its members, 
in terms of interest rates and its ser- 
vice." 

Says Tario: "About 65 industries are 
involved in real estate or in the perfor- 
mance of housing construction. The 
ripple effects of the industry spans and 
benefits many. Government regula- 
tions should not be prohibitive in the 
performance of our business." 

As Tario sums it all up, Creba's thrust 
this year is to continue to be pro-active 
in taking on the opportunities and to 
become an instrument of economic 
development across all regions in the 
country. 

"The real estate industry is on the 
upswing that's why we wanted to take 
on the opportunity. We feel that with 
the present situation—the govern- 
ment regulations, the current laws, 
the overall economic situation—we're 
still not getting the most of it. But with 
the cooperation of all the sectors in- 
volve in the industry and the 
assistance of the government, we 
know we will get in there in due time,” 
Tario says. 


Creba Int'l Foundation 


"The Creba International Foundation + », 


respond to the housing needs of mil- 
lions of overseas Filipino workers in 
over 180 countries abroad, particu- 
larly in the Middle East, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Japan, Korea, Canada, 
Italy, Taiwan, United Kingdom and 
the US. 

It also serves Filipino expatriates and 
foreign investors by assisting them in 
locating appropriate real estate invest- 
ment opportunities in the Philippines. 

The foundation operates as a corpo- 
ration, with a network of competent 
brokers and realty marketing practitio- 
ners abroad, which serves as the 
marketing, advertising and promo- 
tions arm of the foundation using 
online communication, printed media 
and other similar publications. It also 
sets the criteria for the accreditation of 
developers-sellers and verifies their 
credibility, viability, integrity and fi- 
nancial stability. 

The developer derives tremendous 
benefits from the services of the foun- 
dation and its international chapters 
because he saves a lot of resources and 
efforts in offering his real estate 
projects and services abroad. The cost 
of putting up an overseas realty mar- 
keting office alone and maintaining a 
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FOR INQUIRIES : 

GLOBAL BRANDS COMPANY, INC. E 

Pentnouse, 35/F Rafes Corporate Tower, Emerald Avenue, Ortigas Business Center, 

1600 Pasig City, Philippines • Tel. (632) 900-5656 loc. 217/208/209 • Fax : (632) 900-5616 . - 


e-mail : dkvmercado@globalbrands.com.ph + Website : www.globalbrands com.ph 
Contact; Donnabelie Mercado 
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Republic of the Philippines 
Malacañan Palace 
Manila 


Greetings to the officers and members of the Chamber of Real Estate 
and Builders’ Associations, Inc. (CREBA) and CREBA International 
Foundation, Inc. (CIFI) as you hold your Induction Ceremony. 


Providing a suitable home and community for one's family 
remains one of the most cherished dreams of every Filipino. The 
government and the private sector are committed to the realization 
of this dream by way of shelter programs ranging from low-cost and 
subsidized housing to medium rise projects in urban and гига! areas. 


I hope that the new leaders of the СВЕВА whom you are inducting today will reaffirm 
your organization's partnership with the government and all stakeholders in this area. Real 
estate development, particularly the provision of more houses to the greater majority of our 
people, should be vibrant this year and in the years to follow. And I pin my hopes on the 
CREBA for this vision to be realized. + 


Congratulations to your new set of officers and more power to all of you! Mabuhay! 


GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
Pffsident ГА 
ипипининин 


Republic of the Philippines 
Office of the Vice-President 
Housing and Urban Development Coordinating Council 


My warmest greetings to the Chamber of Real Estate and Builders’ 
Associations, Inc. (CREBA) and CREBA International Foundation, Inc 
(CIFI) on the induction of your new set of officers for the year 2006. 


CREBA remains a solid partner to the government in attaining the 
goals of the shelter sector. Last year this partnership has made a 
significant headway in providing decent homes to our countrymen, 
especially through the implementation of the LGU-private sector 
housing. 


Housing and Urban Development Coordinating Council has been able to rely on the inputs of 
CREBA in formulating the government's housing policies and introducing necessary reforms. 
We will continue to be open to new ideas and suggestions, and to work closely with you in 
keeping the housing industry vibrant, dynamic and responsive to the country's needs. 


Congratulations to the new officers of CREBA and CIFI as you formally begin your term. I am 
fully confident that under your leadership, these institutions will continue to grow as strong 
and dependable participants in the great endeavor of building better homes and communities 
for the Filipino family. 


Mabuhay kayo! 


Дасту . 
VICE PRESÍDENT NOLI DE CASTRO 
Chairman, HUDCC 


Message 
Mr. Pedro C. Tario 
National President 


Decent shelters can empower a nation. This is one truth that keeps 
CREBA united and steadfast for the sake of the present and future 
generations. Yet another truth that has dawned to us for the past years 
is that helping the government resolve the housing problem has 
become a long and arduous struggle for CREBA. 


And so, while it can take pride In what It has done for three decades, 

CREBA continues to train its attention on the challenges of the real 

estate industry, pushing for reforms, drawing up proposals and 
mustering might to galvanize plans Into action. The new administration of Creba is faced with 
the challenges of the past and new ones as well. Facing challenges has been Creba's cup of 
tea and will remain so. 


CREBA's dream is to see the dawning of the age of shelter security for all Filipinos. The 
vision saw a ray of light thirty years ago. It has been an uphill battle for CREBA, yet it 
remains undaunted in pursuing cooperative, creative and viable endeavors to make it easler 
for every Filipino family to own a home. 


jatifnal President, 


Republic of the Philippines 
House of Representatives 
Quezon City, Metro Manila 


My warmest greetings to the Chamber of Real Estate and Builders’ 
Associations, Inc. (CREBA) and CREBA International Foundation, Inc. 
(CIFI), as you hold your Induction Ceremony on February 23, 2006. 


I commend CREBA and CIFI for your commitment to promote 
and develop the housing industry and for taking part in the goverments’ 
program to provide housing opportunities for the low to middle-income 
familles. 


Your organizations have vital roles in stimulating growth and productivity in your industry. 
I also note your success in capturing markets abroad for numerous Philippine developments, 
proving our competitiveness and viability in the global field. 


We in the House of Representatives are doing our share by continuously pushing for the 
passage of measures such as the Real Estate Service Act and the Omnibus Housing and 
Development Act to further streamline and aid the progress of the real estate sector, with due 
regard to stakeholders' interests. У 


My congratulations to your new set of officers. I look forward to the further contributions 
of CREBA and CIFI to our common pursult of sustained economic growth and long-term 


Jot 


ý JOSE C. DE VENECIA 
Speaker, House of Representatives 


Mabuhay! 


Message 
Atty. Manuel M. Serrano 
Chairman of the Board 


The year 2006 marks CREBA's 33'' anniversary. Looking back, it 
gratifies us to note that in our humble way, we have contributed our 
share in helping build this nation through our chosen endeavor - 
housing and community development. 


Unlike other nations, however, our problems here seem to get bigger 
and graver over the years. While the private sector, for its part has 
tried its best in partnering with government, a genuine and meaningful 
partnership with government appears elusive. 


CREBA therefore must do a lot more than what it is merely expected. Its initiatives and 
advocacies for reforms should transcend the real estate industry. It seems indispensable 
that CREBA must also concern itself not just with the economic aspect but also the social 
and political framework to which our industry is Inseparably linked. 


The following should be addressed: population control; peace and order; poverty alleviation; 
corruption; rationalization of land reform and land use; global competitiveness; charter 
change through a constituent assembly towards opening to foreigners land ownership, 
operation of public utilities and exploitation of our natural resources, subject to certain 
conditions, that we may uplift the lot of the poor and hopefully establish a strong middle 
class; the switch from presidential to parllamentary form to make government more 
responsive; amendment of the Central Bank charter to make it development oriented; and 
other related economic reforms. 


(Sgd.) MANUEL M. SERRANO 
Chairman, CREBA, Inc. 


Message 
Purita R. Soliven 
President, CREBA International 
Foundation, Inc. (CIFI) 


Т extend my warmest greeting to the men and women at the Ua of CREBA and 
CIFI. 1 


Having reached this far is the best testimony to the strength, success, and vitality of 
CREBA and its continuing relevance to the industry In particular and the society at 
large. 


May I take advantage of this opportunity to reaffirm CIFI's adherence and 
commitment to CREBA's vision, Ideals, goals and objectives, which we try to bring to 
а global perspective. 


When CIFI was created in 2003, CREBA had in Its mind a strong arm that will be able to open opportunities for 
local industry players at the international arena, break grounds for Philippine real estate reach Filipinos 
anywhere In the world, and be instrumental in the promotion of the archipelago as a sound haven for global 
Investment. 


Now, with several chapters and after more than a few endeavors abroad, it is comforting to know that we are 
traversing the right track. 


May this year and the coming years prove frultful for CREBA and CIFI. 


Mabuhay po tayong lahat! c 


PURITA R. SOLIVEN 


President, CIFI x 


Ni Inc. 
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EDITHA L. MANANSALA 
VP for Public Relations - CREBA, Inc. 
VP for Asia, CIFI 


My warmest greetings to all! 


The global marketplace had changed greatly 
through the years. The passive way of marketing 
real estate is passé. The playing field is tougher 
and one needs to form strategies to conform to 
this change. In this regard, CREBA, Inc., led by its 
president, Pedro C. Tario, has extended its reach in 
the global stage through CREBA International 
Foundation Inc.'s collaboration with international 
organizations such as FIABCI. These partnerships 
aims to bring the Philippines' best real estate 
developments to world attention and make these 
projects easily accessible to OFWs and foreign 
investors through reputable and carefully 
established global networks. CREBA, Inc. also 
plans to further strengthen its community relations 
through various activities including "CARE" or the 
CREBA Academy on Real Estate which is a division 
of the CREBA Academe and is already existing 
through the consortium with De La Salle-CSB. At 
the same time, this supplement which is a project 
of the Office of Public Relations aims to present 
consumers a bird's eye view of where CREBA and 
the Philippine real estate industry is and where it 
is going. 


Mabuhay! 


EDITHA L. MANANSALA 
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PROGRAMME 


hosted by CREBA International Foundation, Inc. (CIFI) 


PARTI 


EXHIBIT 
DINNER and DANCE 


PART II Opening Ceremonies 
Entry of Colors 


Invocation 


National Anthem & CREBA Hymn 


Call to OPUS canons чок ыйанан ай 


Welcome Remarks & Acknowledgement 


of Guests 


PARTIII Turnover Ceremonies 


Valedictory Speech & 
Awards of Appreciation.. 


Induction of CREBA Board & 
Committee Chairs.... 


Registration & Cocktails 


Ms. Editha L. Manansala 
Mr. Eugene C. Yu 
Vice Presidents, CIFI 


PMI CADETS 


MR. DOMINGO H. YAP 
Director 


MS. LYN MACEDA 
Member 


DR. JAIME A. CURA 
Outgoing President 


MR. RENATO P. DRAGON 
VP for External Affairs 


DR. JAIME A. CURA 


HON. JOSE C. DE VENECIA 


Induction of CIFI Board & Committee Chairs House Speaker 


Inaugural Speech 


PARTIV Speech 


Introduction of Guest of Honor & 
Speaker..... 


Speech of the Guest of Honor & 


PART V 


Closing Remarks 


MR. PEDRO C. TARIO 
Incoming President 


CONG. EDUARDO C. ZIALCITA 
Chairman, Committee on 
Housing & Urban Dev't. 

ist District, Parafiaque City 


HON. JOSE C. DE VENECIA 


MS. PURITA R. SOLIVEN 
CIFI President 


TECHIE P. BAUTISTA 
Master of Ceremonies 


Fellowship: DANCING * SINGING 


Emcees 


Asernio M. de Guzman / Avelina P. Acufia / Rosemarie C. Basa 
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SUCCESS 
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SLRDI Chair and CEO Exequtel D. Robles (right) 
congratulates OPMC President Eduardo U. Tirona during 
the 1h OPMC Anniversary Celebration at the Shangri-La 
Manlla on October 2005. 


“ORCHARD PROPERTY 
MARKETING CORPORATION 


А SUBSIDIARY OF STA, LUCIA REALTY & DEVELOPMENT, INC. 


The # 1 marketing network of Sta. Lucia Realty & Development Inc. 
Jor the 3rd consecutive year. 
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CHAMBER OF REAL ESTATE 


2006 National Officers and Board of Directors 


— 


MANUEL M. SERRANO 
Chairman of the Board 


TERESITA C. MILLAN 
Treasurer 


JERRY M. NAVARRETE - 
Director 


PEDRO C. TARIO 
National President 


VICTOR H. MANARANG 
Executive Vice President 


MICHAEL O. UY 
Corporate Secretary 


ENRIQUE O. OLONAN 
Director 


HARRY C. RODRIGUEZ, JR. 
Director 


i 


DOMINGO H. YAP 
Director 


EUGENEC. YU 
VP for Chapter Affairs 


TECHIE P, BAUTISTA 
VP for Subsidiaries & 
Academe 


ARSENIO M. DE GUZMAN 
Director 


PABLO D. PANLILIO 
Director 


FLORANTE C. OFRECIO 
VP for Finance 


DELFIN J. WENCESLAO, JR. 
VP for Technology & 
Planning 


DOMINGO D. DE VERA 
Director 


BENSON L. PERELONIA 
Director 


AVELINA P. ACUNA 
VP for Internal Affairs 


EDITHA L. MANANSALA 
VP for Public Relations 


NESTOR S. MANGIO 
Director 


RODOLFO L. PUA 
Director 


RENATO P. DRAGON 
VP for External Affairs 


JAIME A. CURA 
Immediate Past President 


the place of 
PRESTIGE 


ELEGANCE, 
LUXURY, 


and COMFORT. 


You've always dreamed of a home in the Mediterranean 
countryside, yet still yearn for the warmth and familiarity of the local 
culture. Now, vou can move in to Versailles, where the elegance and 

stately ambiance of European sophistication is exquisitely 
recreated in the heartland of the metropolis 
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Owner & echec 


STATE PROPERTIES CORPORATION 


State Centre, 333 Juan Luna St., Binondo Manila 
E-mail: stateproperties@versailles-phils. com 
Tel.Nos.: 242-1521 + 242-2415 • 241-4783 + 245-7813 
Website: www.versailles-phils.com 


5 Minute 
Alabang Town Contor 
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Chairman of the Board 
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TECHIE P. BAUTISTA 


VP for USA (East & West) EDETHA L> ИАМАМБАГА 


VP for Asia 


ANGEL G. VIVAS, JR. 
VP for Australia 


AVELINA P. ACUÑA 
VP for Europe 


ENRIQUE О. OLONAN 
VP for Canada 


NESTOR S. MANGIO 
VP for Middle East 
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Corporate Secretary 


TERESITA C. MILLAN 
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ARSENIO DE GUZMAN, JR. 
P. R. О. 


ROSEMARIE C. BASA 
Director 


CARLOS A. RANESES 
Director 


ANASTACIO C. ADRIANO, JR. 
Director 


ALEJANDRO CRUZ-HERRERA 
Director 
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An industry on the upswing... 


From page 1 


marketing and promotion staff can be 
prohibitive. Partnering with CIFI can 
gain for him long-term and profitable 
marketing mileage. A 

Int'l housing fairs 

Last year, the foundation was able to 
hold successful housing fairs in the US, 
United Kingdom and Japan. 

Ten developers participated in the 
“20th LA Exposition, Auto Show and 
Home Show” in September organized 
by US-based newspaperman Oscar 
Encarnacion through his newspaper 
California Examiner. A property expo 
was also held by the same group at the 
Golden Nugget Hotel in Las Vegas. - 

In London, where the first such fair 
was held, eight Philippine developers 
were represented in the “Barrio Fiesta 
sa London,” an annual Filipino com- 
munity activity at Lampton Park, 
Hounslow in central London where an 
average of 80,000 visitors flock every 
year. 

Another fair was held in Tokyo, Ja- 
pan in November to target the more 
than 175,000 Filipino workers there, . 
„ “Most Filipinos who have stayed in, 


the US for some time would like to go 
back to the Philippines when they re- 
tire. Same is true for Filipino workers 
who have been working in London. 
Those in Japan are not really planning 
to stay there for good, they would 
eventually go home as soon as they 
have enough savings," says Soliven 
backing the logic of holding interna- 
tional housing fairs. 

Techie Bautista, one of the 
foundation's vice president's, for her 
part says that there is a big market out 
there for overseas Filipinos, estimated 
to number around 10 million. In addi- 
tion, she says, they are also hoping to 
get the expatriates and foreign inves- 
tors as well as foreign retirees to invest 
in the Philippines through the proper- 
ties they're selling. 

To tap another market, another fair 
is scheduled on Feb. 25-26, 2006 in 

. Hong Kong to look after the housing 
needs of the territory's Filipino domes- 
tic helpers and professionals. Another 
one will be held by September or Octo- 
ber in Los Angeles and by December in 
Hawaii coinciding with the state's cen- 
tennial year. 


е, Creba International works by estab-... 


lishing business and marketing link- 
ages with international brokers in 
other countries. It also aims to expand 
its technical knowledge with the help 
of this network. 

"The housing fairs serve another 
purpose. We're able to network with 
overseas Filipino by forming chapters 
there," says Soliven. Creba now has 
two international chapters, in Los An- 
geles and London, a product of the fairs 
held there. 

Housing industry advocate 

Creba was established in October 
1973 to unite the different disciplines 
of the real estate and housing industry 
as developments in the sector took a 
frenzied pace and developers and 
homebuyers met various problems and 
obstacles. 

Throughout the years, it has become 
the voice of the sector in the govern- 
ment and which the government 
turns on to with regard to issues that 
affect real estate and housing. 

It has actively participated and vig- 
orously pushed for the interest of the 
industry in the passage of legislation, 
establishment of support institutions 
and adoption of rules and regulations 
for the sector. Among these advoca- 
cies are the*‘treation, of various 
government agencies such as the Na- 


tional Housing Authority, the Hous- 
ing and Land Use Regulatory Board, 
the Pag-Ibig Fund, the National 
Home Mortgage and Finance Corp. 
and its own Creba Social Housing 
Foundation Inc. It has pushed for the 
construction of water mains through- 
out Manila which was undertaken by 
the Metropolitan Waterworks and 
Sewerage System in 1975. It has also 
pushed for the passage of laws such as 
BP 220 (Social Housing Act) and PD 
957 (Subdivision and Condominium 
Buyers' Protection Decree). 

Its current advocacies include the 
fixing of interest rates for housing 
loans, the creation of the Department 
of Housing which will serve as the 
highest policy-making body, planning 
and governing body for human settle- 
ments, the creation of local housing 
boards, and the Centralized Home Fi- 
nancing Program (CHFP). 

Creba has established its own Busi- 
ness Against Graft and Corruption 
(Bagcor), a group within Creba, which 
seeks to reduce bureaucratic red tape 
and. graft and corruption in govern- 
ment. It has also opposed the 
imposition of E-VAT in all real estate 
transactions. 

Creba now has over 43 chapters lo: 


> cated in key cities all over the country: 


+ SUSTAININ G the WAR. 
“У AGAINST HOMELESSNESS 


c dé "The government upholds a strong social reform agenda 
y to meet the housing requirements of the homeless" 
j = Vice President and HUDCC Chairman Noll “Kabayan” De Castro 


More investment-friendly housing environment 

~ РОР approval of VAT exemption on real estate transactions worth up to P1,5M and residential = 
units up to P2,5M 

* HUDCC approval of new price celling for socialized housing from P225,000 to P300,000 


«= Providing funding of Р22В for housing in 2005 and an unprecedented P28B in 2006 by the А 
Pag-IBIG Fund LT 


Alternative compliance schemes to meet 20% balanced requirement such as: 
socialized housing bonds; accreditation of NGOs/Foundations Involved in 
community development; and reduced Investment In socialized housing bonds 
(for discussion with DOJ) 
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treamlining the processing of ECC/EIS' applications for 
housing Projects 


Filipino passion 
Swiss precision 
Cement perfection 


Strength. Performance. Passion. 


Passion for excellence - a mark every Filipino bears with pride. 
Precision craftsmanship - distinctly Swiss. The best of both worlds 
combined in one perfect cement brand - Holcim. 
www.holcim.com.ph 


Focusing world attention 
on Philippine real estate 


By Editha L. Manansala 
CREBA VP - Public Relations 


Developers in the Philippines are buoyant about the latest news 
that more money from the Overseas Filipino workers or OFWs are 
coming in this year. Last year, they remitted around US$8.5 bil- 
lion to the country, and this figure covers only those remittances 
that went through banks and other formal channels. 

This means that investments in real estate will continue to grow, 
with the OFWs making up the biggest middle-end market in the 
Philippines. 

Most of these remittances come from the United States, Europe, 
the Middle East, Japan, Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan, Malaysia 
and Thailand. The exodus of Filipino workers abroad is expected to 
grow at 12.5 percent yearly. 

Studies show that 30 percent of the net income of OFWs in gen- 
eral goes to the purchase of a home, home repairs, renovation, or 
house rental. OFW homebuyers also post a high rate of monthly 
amortization. This can be explained by the fact that owning a home 
and being able to send their children to good schools are the most 
common goals of those who choose to leave their families to work 
abroad. Statistics show that real estate and education are among 
the top investment choices of Filipino workers abroad. 

The OFW market reportedly contributes an average of 20 to 25 
percent to the industry, prompting developers, new entrepre- 
neurs and investors to set their sights on, and expand their 
investments in, real estate business. The challenge that faces ev- 
eryone is to explore all means of providing the OFWs with the best 
real estate investments that they can have. 

The market situation calls for efficient information/ communica- 
tion, marketing and sales facilities that will enable the OFWs to 
make the right choices. It is a mandate for real estate developers 
and marketers to guarantee that local and overseas buyers will get 
a good return on their investment in terms of quality and integrity 
of the residential projects that are offered to them. 

Although the number of property and real estate develop- 
ments continues to go up, industry analysts are convinced that 
projects designed for the overseas market should be bolstered 
further from 15 to 20 percent. These projects make up the 
whole spectrum — residential and condominium develop- 
ments, commercial and industrial estates, leisure and lifestyle 
investments, mixed-use commercial -residential projects and 
vacation or leisure farms. 

Another promising market is the retirement industry. The Phil- 
ippines has a good share of locations that make for * safe havens ‘ 
- prime lands that can be transformed into secure and profitable 
residential, commercial, resort and eco-tourism developments. 
More than 7,000 islands consisting of plains, mountainous land- 
scapes, pristine shores and idyllic villages waiting to be explored. 

The development of more retirement communities, like any 
other real estate projects, has its mul- 
tiplier effects such as providing jobs 
and generating foreign investments. 


' CREBA & FIABCI 
f 
* The bullish overseas market has 
prompted the Chamber of Real Estate : 
and Builders Associations Interna- 
tional, Inc. ( CREBA Inc. ) to link arms А 
with the Philippine Chapter of the In- 
ternational Real Estate Federation or 
FIABCI. The partnership aims to bring * 
the Philippines’ best real estate devel- 
opments to world attention and make 
these projects easily accessible to 
OFWs and foreign investors through 
reputable and carefully established 
global networks. 
у The cost of setting up and main- 
taining property marketing offices 
broad can be prohibitive. CREBA and ] 
LABCi, however, have devised practi- 


Spacious Bi-level Design 
. o e d Own a home for as low as 
on frs 


iz! RJ. Lhinet Development Corporation 


cal, cost effective and convenient systems of promoting and mar- 
keting real estate projects abroad for qualified members. They can 
provide direct access to reliable marketing arms or companies in 
different locations abroad and facilitate the exchange of market in- 
formation and sales transactions. 


Property ownership in RP 


Foreigners are entitled to own condominium units in the Philip- 
pines provided that the land where the condo project is built belongs 
to a corporation where 60 percent of the owners are Filipinos. They 
can also own houses but not the land where they stand. 

Generally, only individual Filipino citizens and corporations 
where Filipinos own 60 percent of the capital stock have the right 
to own land in the country. However, a foreigner can own land if 
he is a former Filipino citizen who was born in the Philippines. 
Former Filipino citizens are allowed to acquire a maximum area of 
5,000 square meters of urban land or three hectares of agricul- 
tural land. 

Many people from other countries, especially in places where 
there are long stretches of winter, find the Philippines a retire- 
ment haven. Thus, the Philippine Retirement Authority has 
turned more aggressive than ever in performing its mandate of 
inviting foreign nationals and former Filipino citizens to invest, re- 
side and eventually retire in the Philippines. 

The aging population has steadily been growing particular in 
developed countries like the Unites States, Japan, Germany, Italy, 
France and United Kingdom. 

According to the Department of Tourism, there is a 13 percent 
growth in tourism for the first 10 months of 2005. Dr. Nelson 
Collantes, general manager of the Philippine Retirement Author- 
ity attributes this partly to the increase in the number of enrollees 
in PRA's Special Resident Retiree's Visa program. 

CREBA International Foundation, Inc. and FIABCI Philip- 
pines are eyeing more opportunities in this area and mapping 
out ways by which developers can forge alliances with the ser- 
vice sector (such as the entertainment industry and health 
providers) to make retirement villages in the country more at- 
tractive to foreigners. 

As VP for Asia of CREBA International Foundation, Inc., I am 
embarking on a working tour of several Asian countries to carry ou 
an alliance building task for our developers. * 

Filipino retirees who are living abroad are also reported to be 
nurturing a renewed interest in owning residential or retirement 
properties in their homeland. One local developer reportedly sold 
some US $7 million worth of properties to Filipinos living in the 
United States. 

Middle-end and high-end developers will do well in 
aligning themselves with institutions like CREBA Inc. in po- 
sitioning their projects towards the growing OFW and 
foreign retirees market. 
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* P10,022.00/mo 


in Mandaluyong City 


‚ Available thru Pag-IBIG, Bank, 
and In-house Financing 


Construction in full swing! ; Г 
i 


= х эй. 
.. 7231616 7264347 531253 5325169 


www.rjlhinet.com 
HLURB LTS #08161 


CBRE 


CB RICHARD ELLIS 


ONAL REAL ESTATE 


OUR SERVICES 


OFFICE SERVICES 
Office Leasing 
Brokerage Services 
Rotail Loosing 
RESIDENTIAL SERVICES : 
Residential Sales 
Residential Leasing, Home Search and Orientation 
ASSET SERVICES 
Properly Managomont 
Facilities Management 
Project Management Services 
Enginooring / Technical Survicos 
VALUATION AND ADVISORY SERVICES 
General ond Local Market Valuation 
Plant and Machinory Valuation 
Investment Valuation 
RESEARCH AND CONSULTING SERVICES 
Business ond Finance Planning 
Коо! Estate Planning 
Property Research and Corporate Advisory Sorvicos 
INVESTMENT PROPERTIES & CAPITAL MARKETS 
Invostmont Sales / Acquisition 
Dob! Capital Markets 
Equity Capital Markets 
Merger / Acquisition / Joint Ventura 
Public Auction 


Tel. (632) 752-2580 
* Fax (632) 752-2571 
www.cbre.com 


EMENTA 
.. Asp&cial publication 

will be released on March 3, 2006 for the 
Rotary International 


District 3830 Conference 
on March 3 & 4, 2006 
at the Hotel Philippine Plaza, 


For interested advertisers, 
you may contact Ms, Aileen Garcia 
at 912-9009 / 421-1420 


or email agarcia@inquirer,com.ph 


CHAMBER OF REAL ESTATE & BUILDERS ASSOCIATIONS, INC. 
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L OF LEADERS 


NATHANIEL VON 
EINSIEDEL 
1979 - 1980 


MANUEL M. SERRANO ANTONIO S. DIMALANTA 


1973 - 1976 


VICTORIO V. SOLIVEN AMADO S. BAGATSING 


1981, 1982, 1986 


PEDRO C. TARIO 
1991 - 1992 


ANTONIO A. TURALBA 
1984.- 1985 


ARSENIO L. DE CASTRO 
1983 


RAZUL Z. REQUESTO 
1987 - 1988 


CHARLIE V. GORAYEB 
1989, 1990, Sept to Dec. 
1994, 1995, 1998, 2001 


DOMINGO D. DE VERA 


PORTHOS P. ALMAJOSE 
Jan-Aug. 1994 


CARLOS A. RANESES 
1996 


JERRY M. NAVARRETE 
1997 


JAIME A. CURA 
1999, 2000, 2005 


FLORENTINO S. DULALIA, JR. 
2002-2003 


PURITA R. SOLIVEN 
2004 
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STEERER 


Discover the wonderful represenations 
of Bagulo City thru a community that 
1 lives up to the standards of a high-end 
executive estate, 


DELLA PRIME VILLE PRI ME VILLE 


‚ Experience the cool zephyr of our country's 
summer capital while enjoying the view of 
the magnificent sunset over South China 

sea for a song. 
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1 BLUT үс Элет IN 
YOUR DREAMS, 


Start bullding your dream house inside а calm 

community that provides you and your family 

the safety and comfort of an urban sanctuary 
In countryside setting, 


How ~. 
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BUSSINESS CENTER: 23rd Floor, Prestige Tower, ot 

ЕР. Ortigas Jr. Rd. (formerly Emerald Ave.), Оп!рав Center, Pasig Gi 

Tel #: (02) 687-0288 Fax й; (02) 0364 "5661 
(02) 687-1128 

“CORPORATE CENTER: 4th Fioor Porta Vaga Bullding, Session Rd., ; Bagulo City 

For more. information, visit www.primepeak.com, or email us а} ingulre@iprimepesk.com. 
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ТАСАҮТАҮ #2 


RESIDENTIAL ESTATES & COUNTRY CLUB 


Brgy. Maitim П, Tagaytay City Sit n 


m 
Spend quality time with your famlly In 
a community that has all the essentials 
In providing a relaxing stay in our 
country's second summer capital, 


and behold a community of 
exclusivity and elegance. 


that alms to give the perfect getaway >” , Residential Garden 
place from all the hassles brought by i Resort 
the metropolis, j 


4. 
Brgy. Ulat and Brgy. Pasong Langka, Silang, Cavite a 
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| Satisfy your taste for an elegant house In the р, 
city of Tagaytay while unwinding in an 
exclusive community that lives up to the 
expectations of an elite vacation estate, 
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АШАМ VILLAGE 


(BAYAN LUMA, PATINDIG ARAW St., IMUS, CAVITE 
Jump-start your standard housing need and select your Ideal 
house Inside a fully developed, mid-size community 

~~ In the heart of Imus, Cavite, 
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The Lakeshore is a world-class residential commercial and 

recreational dévelopment project of Central Country Estate 

Incorporated, located at Kilometer 71 of the North Luzon Ех: 

pressway, Mexico, Pampanga - a 30-minute drive from Balint- 

awak tollgate, 12 minutes from Diosdado Macapagal Interna- 
. tional Airport, and just 5 minutes from SM City Pampanga ang 
E Robinson" 5 Atarmills. 


The Timeless elegance of classic Madtiertaneon architecture - 
combified with the grandest elements of Earth, Water and - 
Sky creates à lifestyle that soars above and beyond the ordi- 
пагу. This self-contained community boasts of its 12-hectare 
man-made lake framed by the majestic panorama of Mount 
Arayat. At the Lakeshore, everyday is a vacation. 


Mni: (02) 722.1234 Pamp: (045) 961.6161 
722.2766 961.2525 
725.9518 961.3837 
Fax: (02) 725.9528 (045) 860.4554 
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Central Country Estate Inc. 
Unit 3, 3F Corporate House Bldg. 


239 Santolan Rd. cor Benitez St. 
Quezon City, 1111 


Basin reel Eguruxwr, Inc. 
(SINCE 1979) 
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Developer ng Pamilyang Pilipino 
Exclusive Marketing Arm: 
BENJAMIN MARKETING SERVICES CORPORATION 
wi PD Eu 


Only P2,000- 
menthiy 


< Benjamin Village 2 
V7 (Beside Grotto Church SJDM, Bulacan) | 


Benjamin Village 3 
(Towerville SJDM, Bulacan) 


Benjamin 9 Northville 
Subd. 


(Tangle Mexico Pampanga) 


Benjamin Village 8 
(lgay SJDM, Bulacan) 


Hardin ng Sto. Niíio 


STREET ST ST PET 


There is always a single place in one's imagination where perfection lies ~a place of complete serenity where children can play 
and where lovers grow old together. In this place of pristine beauty stands acres of Norfolk pines, famous for thetr perfect Christmas 
tree shape. Surrounded by elegantly built homes and colorful landscapes, this woodland haven defines the image of perfection. 
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Head с Office: 

No. 41 5th St. (Boni Serrano) 
Benjamin Bldg. (betw. 6th & 7th Ave.) 
Grace Park Caloocan City,.1400 
Philippines 


Branches: 
Bulacan: 


Fronting No. 64 Brgy. Sto. Niño 
San Jose Del Monte Bulacan 


Tel. Nos: 383-19-68; 365-35-74 Pampanga: 
Mobile Nos.;. (0919) 8264346; Stall No. 23 & 40 Dau Plaza 
(0917) 7856969... “Dau, Mabalacat, Pampanga, +: 
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ir (Sto. Nifio Sapang Palay SJDM, Bulacan) : | 


Я Соте and marvel at the unique beauty of this 
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remarkable place on its grand Faunching on February 


26, 2006 (Sunday), 9am, at Norfolk Ridge Residential SÆ 


Estates, Greenwoods Village, Dasmarinas, Cavite. 


Let your young ones enjoy a variety of fun 
from face painting to watching magic shows. 
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Kids and the young at heart can also indulge 
themselves with ice cream and cotton candy. 
Entertain yourself with our live band as you enjoy 


Ў the freebies that will be handed out upon registration. 


Substantial discounts and Enchanted Kingdom 
tickets will be given for unit reservations. 


INQUIRER CLASSIFIED- 


33rd Induction © Z TZ СИС FEBRUARY эз, 2006 
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i us EE E ES 3 The Ultimate Health and Wellness Show! 
ES Ё „12 каста. 3 В Ѕигргіѕе games 
& =: x Bened 2 Acoustic entertainment numbers 
TT MM “#4 SBFZnas Emergency 11% Seminars on Alternative 


* aed Road Assistance 114. 


fr Sy Fens Fitness Lifestyles 
б Er Raffle Prizes 
ce zt и? 
TROPICAL POOL view “AEROS [index May 20-21, 2006 
EO MEDICAL CENTER uH... EMETL ccm 


SM Megatrade Hall I 


For booth reservations and event 


VENUE clue! „OCEAN ADVENTURE inquiries, call 713-80-78. 


„з: by: 


SOCAL HEALTH "ATE м сыз dis 


|-GalaAYAN BEACH 
MANILA OFFICE: SITE ADDRESS: 1 
SUITE 305, XAVERVILESOUARECONDOMNUM GEORGE DEWEY j 
3З XAVIERVILLE АУЕ. LOYOLA HEIGHTS, QUEZOH CITY CONVENTION CENTER COMPLEX 1 
TEL NOS: +624775 +632428900200 KALAYAAN SUBIC BAY FREEPORT | 
6 ЫЕ TELEFAX: 047-2525565 
EMAIL: info@subicholidayvillas.com 
WEB: ww.subicholidayvillas.com 
USA TELEPHONE: (619) 599-0542 
(ЗАМ TO 6PM PHILIPPINE TIME) ' 
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The Эр 
J I orp Bihan 


х Imagine how good life can be at Jubilation New Вїйап, Inspired by all things 
- "beautiful, it offers a laidback, carefree environment while offering endless possibilities for you and your family. 
Jubilation New Bifian is a premier township development that is self-contained with generous open spaces meant 
to create social arenas and provide accessible and relevant community facilities. 


Explore the home villages of Jubilation New Bifian... from the Italian homes of Villaggio di Xavier that remind 
you of the hominess and sophistication of modern Italy, to the Asian homes of Jubilation East and West that exude 
the tranquil and blissful qualities of the orient. 


Jubilation New Bifian is only 10 minutes away from Alabang, From the South Expressway take the Mamplasan 
Exit. Turn left from the toll gate and you will find Jubilation New Bifian. Model units are now available for 
viewing at the site! 


Live up to your lifestyle in Jubilation and see al 
for yourself how good life can be! P s 
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5 For inquiries, call: an QOEARTIPSTYLE company 
B 638-8558 37/F y Square Building, Don Francisco Oxtigas 
Dicis" а 


Ave. (formerlyEmerald Avenue) 
www.earthandstyle.cor „Origa Centen punc 1605, eee 
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4 Villa Caceres Sta. Rosa, Laguna  Metrogate Villas, Quezon City 
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Patented Gasket Seal Ring крче oo rennes 
and “O-ring seals" guarantee airtight, РУТ 
odor-free and leak-proof piping system [ipes тй ar limen 
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[BS ma reacht Ia Horzontar 636-0 TASET КОТ у пк гае! 3 корист INC 
wiwii molde: losses. dull TR NS i 


DURAVILLE бту 1095s. 


REALTY & DEV'T. CORP. Downpayment J 


Marty Cris Complex. 
Executive Homes "Warsa 
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f 1M-3BR-1T&B- LOT AREA: 72 sq.m. P 1.7M - 3 BR - 2 T&B - LOT AREA: 72 sq.m. 
TOTAL IMPROVED AREA: 66 sq.m. TOTAL IMPROVED AREA: 104.00 sq.m. 
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YALE TOWNHOMES ^77 Pasig City 


: зиишоно нени LOWER ANTIPOLO CITY igre ne so ONLY EMINUS: 
j dra ES FROM LIBIS! 
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Р 1.98M -3 BR - 3 TAB - LOT AREA: 60 sq.m. 
`+ TOTAL IMPROVED AREA: 93.10 sq.m. 


P 26M-3BR-2T&B- LOT AREA: 75 sq.m. Мат EH IQUISEO RICHE GRAND 
TOTAL IMPROVED AREA: 105.72 sq.m. Many Cats 
| HOUSE Р EATURES PRICE RANGES FROM P300,000-P700,000! 


· Prefabricated kitchen counters & * Terms and conditions apply. 
laminated counter cabinets! Marketing Arm: 


‚ Painted interior and exterior walls! D fl DURAVILLE MARKETING, INC. i 

* Elegant ceramic floor tiles! 

* Carport & pocket garden! (02)634- 85801 to 03| 

* Individual perimeter fence & gate! E-mail: Sein decidi dde 
AVAILABLE THROUGH IN-HOUSE OR BANK FINANCING : FLEXIBLE DOWNPAYMENT PLANS 


Homes for all times - functional, stylish & affordable 


